Earl Browder, ‘Blood and Bone afh U S A’

LIFE STORY OF THE COMMUNIST CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT
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The Daily Worker begins
today to pubdlish the life
story of Earl Browder,
Communist candidate for
the presidency of the Unit-
ed States, written by M. J.
Olgin, noted Communist
and editor of the Morning
Freiheit,

By M. .J. Olgin
x e

Ear]l Browder was nominated as
presidential candidate on the Com-
munist Party ticket in the 1936
elections. The nomination conven-
tion was attended by 25,000 working
men and women, with many thou-
sands unable to galn admission.
When the veteran labor leader,
Robert Minor, who made the nomi-
nation speech, wound up with the
words, “I propose that this conven-

tion now nominates for President
of the United States, Earl Browder,"’
there was an outburst of enthusiasm
the llke of which has not been se«n
in any American political gathering
of recent years.

The great assembly was swept by
a wave of enthusiasm which was
genuine and heartfelt and entirely
different from the 'made” enthu-
slasm 80 common at conventions of
the other political parties. There
were respect and love and pride in
the hearts of those tens of thou-

sands for thelr candidate, Farl
Browder.
“BLOOD AND RONE OF

AMERICA”

“Our candidate i{s blood and bone
of America,” sald Robert Minor,

Ear] Browder comes from the very
heart of America, from the state of
Kansas. Hls father was one of the
Settlers of Kansas, His father had
come in the third quarter of the

nineteenth century into a country

which was almost virgin. For a long
while he llved in & dug-out. He cul-
tivated the land.

Later, when Kansas became a
more populous State, Browder
Senlor became a teacher. He was
one of those sturdy American teach-
ers of the Middle West who com-
bined a life of heavy toll with his
work in the classroom. Ear! Brow-
der comes from a fanily
knew both how to work and how
think. His father early became in-
terested in public affairs. He
first a Populist, then he became

It may be Interesting to the elec-
torate to know that the
famlily halls from Virginia and the
first Browders to be mentioned in
the annals of Virginia belong to the
soventeenth century. The
have a right to say that they are
among the founders of

They are of the “blood and bone”
of America.

WORKING AT NINE
At the age of six, the boy Earl

Browder began to attend the coun-
try grammar school, near Wichita,
Kansas, where his father taught.
At the age of nine, he left sci.ool
and went to work. He never again
spent any time within the walls of
a school. The man who rose to
helghts of culture and who acquired
a deep and many-sided knowledge
which makes him stand out as one
of the most educated men In the
United States acquired all this in
the hours after wourk.

He had to go to work so young
becatise his father fell sick. Some-
times the father was able to work
in the flelds or in the city as a day
laborer, but most of the time he
was bedridden. For his famlily, which
conslisted of elght persons at home,
vhese were diffcult tiimes. Everyone

had to put in his share of work to
help keep the wolf from the door.

Young Earl becomes a cash boy in
a departiucat store. He works sixty-
five hours for a dollar and fifty
cents per week. But the boy I5 in-
telligent. He 15 qiuck to learn. He
makes progress in his work. From
cash boy he becomes telegraph mes-
senger.

At fifteen he {8 an errand boy in
2 wholesale drug house. He begins
with a salary of 33.50 for & week of
55 10 60 hours, but he rises steadily;
from errand boy to office boy, to
ledger clerk to bookkeeper, and
finally, at the age of twenty-one, he
is chief accountant of the whole
business,

HE DID HIS WORK WFLL

“How were you treated in the
places you worked?"” he was asked
recently,

To which he replied in that dellb-

erate way which 18 so characteristic
of Browder.

“I was well handled personally
almost everywhere I worked.”

We understand why. He did hig
work well. He had that feeling of
responsibllity  which distingulshes
Browder among mlillions of others.
You look at l3im and you know this
man {s rellable. You can trust him
with anything.

Working hard ten hours and more
IR day, Earl Browder found time to

Earl Browder, standard-
bearer of 20th Century
Americanism, is shown at
the microphone during a na-
tionwide broadcast; at Penn
station with Robert Minor,
Communist candidate for
governor of New York, and
answering cheers of the
crowd that greeted him
after his release from Terre
Haute jail.
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study. There was an Ilrresistible
urge in the boy. He could not at-
tend school. His days were taken
at work. Others would have re-
mained untutored. Not Browder.
That flame that burns in him
quletly but Incessantly had to be
satisfied.

The boy studles evenings, Sundays,
holldays. His father and mother,
among a8 multitude of worries, find
time to stimulate and gulde this
urge. He studles nights. He gets up
early before work to be able to read
an hour or two. He studles mathe-
matics, history, elementary sclence,
iterature. He reads voraclously. In
a few years he had read everything
in the local llbrary.

Messenger boy, errand boy, ledg-
er clerk, bookkkeper—but already
strange vislons are stirring in the
mind of the boy. Broad vistas open
before hin eyes. What he reads is
not abstract to hin. He {8 not a
passive listener to people’s opinions
that he finds in print. The future
revolutionist- is actlve, even from
childhood. He draws conclujions. He
applies what he reads to the ex-
periences ot his own life and the
llves of the working people around
him. It is natural for him to be-
come a Soclalist. After all, he had
heard Boclalist conversations in his
own famlily. He had found books on

soclalism. He had examined what

he read and found that the Soclalist

idea wan t-ue.

And here we have another tralt |
of Ear! Browder's character. Once
he realizes something is true, he has
to carry it into life. He cannot keep

it to himself. He is not one of|{

those who muse and pondez
reflect for the sake of ‘‘Intellectual )
experience.” With him thought and
action are oomblned. Having rec-
ognized the truth of soclalism, he
Joins the Soclalist Party and at the
age of fifteecn we see him a full-
Tleclged member active in the local
branch of the organization.

He 18 a mere boy. He {s interested
in play and sports. But while other
boys do not know of anything else,
he goes to Soclalist meetings, dis-
tributes leaflets, makes gocolalist
propaganda in his own small way.
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{To be Continued)



