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Kansas City 
^roupReprints 
Anti-SovietLies
Copies Lang’s Articles 

That Appeared In 
Hearst Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo.. Feb. 17.- 
The ITintr City Citizens Protec­
tive Council hM reprinted the 
•even malicious articles written by 
Harry Lent to the New York Jour­
nal lylnc about the Soviet Union, 
and Is distributing them to busi­
ness men of this city.

This reactionary organization 
which advocates vigilante action 
against militant labor U also cir­
culating copies of Hamilton Pish, 
Jr.’s speeches making lying accusa­
tions that Communists destroy the 
home, all private property, pro­
mote violence, and teach •‘every­
thing that is rotten, wrong, corrupt 
and oppressive.*’ ,

. Lang’s lies against Soviet Russia 
were exposed months ago In the 
Daily Worker. They were originally 
written for the “Old Guard” So­
cialist sheet, the Jewish Daily For­
ward, and then sold to Hearst for 
$1,200.

The latest proof, if further evi­
dence is needed, that Lang's fan­
tastic stories of starvation and ter­
rorism are utterly false, has been 
given In a book Just published, by 
Beatrice and Sidney Webb, con­
servative English Fabian Socialists 
who spent years in an exhaustive 
scientific study of every phase of 
Soviet life. In two big volumes they 
die facts proving that Lang and 
all other anti-Soviet propagandists 
are liars.

Communist 
Meeting Set 
In Cleveland

CLEVELAND.: Ohio. Feb. 17- 
More than 100 delegates will attend 
the convention of Section 2 of the 
Communist Party here next Sunday 
where the organisation of the Fisher 
Body plant, unity with the Socialist 
Party, the Farmer-Labor Party. 1936 
elections, social security legislation 
and May Day will be discussed.

At the conclusion of the conven­
tion a social will be held In the 
Capitol Dine and Dance Restaurant, 
East 55th St. and St. Clair Ave. 
Many prominent labor leaders and 
the public have been Invited to at­
tend. Dinner will be sdrved and 
daflCfog will continue until 2:30 in 
the morning. Reservations can be 
made with J. Upson, 660 E. 94th St.

Denver Section Meets
DENVER, CoL, Feb. 17.-The 

strengthening of the work in the 
trade unions and Increased activity 
for the Farmer-Labor Party and 
the united front were the main 
tasks set by the recent section con­
vention of the Communist Party 
here.

The following; control tasks were 
adopted by the convention as goals 
Which should be reached in 1936:
■ 1. Strengthening and broadening 

Of the trade union progressive move­
ment, bringing the question of a 
Parmer-Labor Party into the unions. 
The election of delegates favorable 
to. the Farmer-Labor Party to the 
State, convention of the A. P. of L. 
In June.

The broadening of the united 
front movements. In unemployed 
work with the Allied Council, the 
American League Against War and 
Fascism, Gallup; and Scottsboro de­
fenses.

3. Betting up a committee for the 
formation of the Farmer-Labor Par­
ty' to work closely with the Com­
monwealth Federation of Colorado. 
To broaden the Federation as much 
as possible.

4. More intensive planned work 
in the recruiting drive with the de­
velopment of leadership by example, 
by national challenge of the Section 
leadership and callenges by unit or­
ganizers. A goal of 200 duee-paylng 
members by May 1.

3. The issuance of regular prop­
aganda by the units and fractions as 
well as the section.

6. The development of a litera­
ture distribution commission by the 
section and the planning of litera­
ture distribution In the units and 
fractions. ' I

7. “increasing the circulation of 
the. Sunday Worker to 500 copies a 
week by May 1 with the proportion­
ate increase in Daily sales.

*. Improvement of inner Party 
education and the building of a 
Workers School by April 1.

9. Drawing In unregistered mem­
bers and the sale of all assessment 
stamps by Feb. 25.

10. Concentration of units on 
major Industries In their districts, 
without neglecting light Industries.

A new Section Committee was 
elected, and Cliff Irwin was re-elect­
ed section organizer.

Policies of Steel Barons 
Against Unions Scored

jNRA Skeleton Report Shows Company Unions 
Used to Combat Labor and to Avoid 

Growth of Real Workers’ Groups

By Labe? Eeeearth AaMriatiea
A study of the steel industry by 

the research staff of the skeleton 
N. R. A. has Just been made avail­
able to steel employers and trade 
papers. This preliminary report, 
which has not been nude public of­
ficially. raps the tabor potcy of the 
stesl corporation*. It dsotares:

"The outstanding factors in tabor 
relations were the opposition of the 
members of the Industry to the 
spread of Industry unions, snd the 
reluctance to accept minimum wage 
rates which correspond to current 
practice, and the desire to avoid ac­
ceptance of specific hour limita­
tions.'* •;

“A review of the history of em­
ployer-employe relations reveals that 
practically all of the major con­
flicts — notably the ’Homestead 
strike* in 1892 and the general strike 
of 1919—were the result of employer 
antagonism to tabor organizations, 
and their refusal to recognize or 
deal with employe-chosen represen­
tatives. It la apparent thst the 
non-recognition policy of the U. 8. 
Steel Corporation, ss applied to its 
own MJbsidiary companies, has in­
fluenced: the policies of independent 
companies as well.’’

The report demolishes the claims 
of the company unions:

"An analysis of these various

plans and devices show that they 
are In no sense designed to accom­
plish bona fide collective bargaining 
between employer and employee, but 
rather that they have been used as 
a means of avoiding or combating 
the development of employe unions."

This government report likewise 
dies the beneficial results of work­
ers* organised action In 1919:

"Following tto general strike of 
1919 the United States Steel Cor­
poration put Irto effect a ten per 
cent increase In the wage of com­
mon labor and made some corre­
sponding adjustments In skilled 
rstes."

"Generally speaking, however, 
throughout the history of the In­
dustry, while rates for the higher 
•killed occupations have been fairly 
in line with those paid to com­
parable tabor in other Industries, the 
wage rates for nemi-skllled and un­
skilled tabor, particularly the tat­
ter, have been low.”

Basic facts of this type have been 
presented in such books as Labor 
and Steel by Horace B. Davis and 
Steel: Dictator ]»y Harvey O’Connor. 
They take on double significance, 
however, when supported by a gov­
ernmental agency. It remains to be 
seen whether this report is released 
in full to the public and what the 
steel corporations will say when 
they reply.

4,000 in Detroit Hear Butler 
In Call for Unity Against War

Free Speech 
Fight Gains 

In Haverhill
HAVERHILL, Mass, Feb. 17.— 

The battle for free speech which 
began hero when the City Council 
ref’ sed the Communist Party the 
use of the City Hall for a Mother 
Bloor mass meeting on Feb. 36. is 
gathering force.

Friends of civil liberties are pro­
posing the formation of a league for 
protection of civil rights. They 
date that to withdraw now from 
the free speech fight will mean a 
victory for the reactionaries and 
encourage them to make further at­
tacks on the rights of all liberal 
aoTradiltal groups ’

Petitions were circulated and pre­
sented to the city officials who had 
refused to give reasons for their de­

bitor Heath of the Haverhill 
Evening Gazette, who poses as a 
liberal, has written violent edlto- 
rlels rivaling Hearst to slandering 
the Communist Party

By George Morris
(D»Uj Worker Michlfan Bureee)

DETROrr, Mich., Feb. 16.—Be­
fore a cheering enthusiastic audi­
ence of over 4,000 people to Naval 
Anno y Friday, General Smcdley 
D. Butler praised highly the broad 
united Michigan . movement for 
civil rights ana against war and 
hoped that the movement which 
embraces organizations with 465,000 
people will "spread to include 
forty-six million to the United 
States." r ^

Speaking under the auspices of 
the Conference for Protection of 
Civil Rights. Butler drew wave 
after wave of applause and cheers 
as he called for unity of all com­
mon people against Wall Street and 
war which lie said is the "ultimate 
of exploitation.” The fiery, mag­
netic marine chief was at his best 
and drew . frequent hilarious 
laughter as he described the war­
mongers, patrioteers. Daughters of 
the American Revolution, Hearst, 
et al. . 4 i '

“It is certainly good to see so 
many different kinds of people 
coming together for one com­
mon cause. It is only with such 
unity that you can get anywhere. 
You must rise above any differ­
ences that there may be among 
you. If you don’t theyU tie your 
tonirue. Next thing you know 
youT. have fascism here and then 
war.* I - j

Wants Pitch-fork 
Butler was highly impressed with 

the militant greeting delivered by 
John McDonald of the Michigan 
Fanners Union. McDonald pledged 
support to the struggling people in 
the city, and “well lend you pitch 
forks, too if you need them," Mc­
Donald said.

“I came here filled with peace” 
Butter said, “but did you ever 
bear a better war speech than 
that farmer*!? | Get a pitch fork 
for me too. We’re to a war for 
the righto of mankind.”
Butler left no quarter to those 

who liken Communism to fascism.
“The proof of the pudding is

to the eating,” he said, “I am 
going over abroad one of these 
days to see how these Russian 
fellows live, and then I am go­
ing to* see how these German fol­

lows live.”
Among those to precede Butler 

were Roger Baldwin, executive sec­
retary of the C vil Liberties Union; 
Maurice Sugar, labor attorney; 
Frank X. Martol, President of the 
Detroit Federation of Labor; Dr. 
Ralph McAfee, secretary of the 
Detroit Council of Churches; Mrs. 
Ella Coya Miller of Peace Action 
Service of Michigan and Patrick J. 
O'Brien, former- Attorney General 
of Michigan. Reverend J. H. 
Ballons ;j was chairman.

Baldwin for People’s Front
Praising highly the Michigan 

Conference for Protection of Civil 
Rights, f Baldwin likened it to the 
People s Front in France which he 
regarded as "the most hopeful ex­
periment.” He called for an anti- 
capttalist Party to combat the re­
action W the liberty League.

The Tydings, Dies and Kramer 
gag bills now being pushed by the 
reactionaries, hn said, are "to pro­
tect those who would maintain 
the existing order through viol­
ence.”

Addressing himself to liberals 
who believe that there should be 
a struggle against Communism as 
well as against; fascism, Baldwin 
said, “The Communists of Russia 
have begun for the first time to the 
world to build an industrial democ­
racy. It is as Strachey said that 
Communism and fascism are like 
two trains on parallel tracks but 
going in opposite directions.”

Sugar Hits Police
Introduction of Maurice Sugar 

was a signal for prolonged applause 
and cheers. In his few minutes he 
reviewed the military-like police 
regime in the city, and cited es­
pecially! the recent wholesale kill­
ings of people suspected of being 
criminajs. He pointed out that such 
supression of civil rights Is a pre­
requisite to throwing the people 
into another wir.

Vigilante Move 
on CoastDenied 
By Shipowners
I. S. U. Convention

( Broadens Powers 
Of Officialdom

SAN FRANCISCG Feb. 17.-Hys- 
terieal denials by shipowners hero 
marks the exposure in Washington 
of their vigilante plans. Evidence 
supplied by the Maritime Federa­
tion of the Pacific caused Repre­
sentative Marcantonio to urge con­
gressional Investigation.

Thomas J. Plant, head of the 
Waterfront Employers Association, 
issued a statement which empha- 

the unity of action of the
union-smashing employers and re­
actionaries to the international of­
fices of the International Seamen’s 
Union.

“Ever since the reputable Amer­
ican Federation of Labor leaders 
launched their campaign to rid 
West Coast Maritime Unions of 
radical control, this Communist 
propaganda has been growing to 
sound and fury,” Plant said. “The 
waterfront employers and the Paci­
fic Coast shipowners are not aware 
of the organization of any so-called 
vigilantes; they have not applied 
for any gun permits.”

Flynn Makes Denials
Chief of Police Flynn also made 

a public denial that 6,000 to 7,000 
gun permits have been Issued re­
cently.-' - 1

The statements of both Plant 
and Flynn are contradicted by the 
evidence of letters sent business 
men, assembling of a war chest to 
fight coast unions, and by articles 
to the most conservative Eastern 
newspapers.

Powers Broadened
WASHINGTON, Feb. 17.— The 

International Seamen’s Union con­
vention here adopted three meas­
ures during its last sessions which 
increase the dictatorial power of 
international officials.

The present practice of allowing 
no legal local meeting to be held 
unless a bonded chairman presides, 
Is confirmed and made part of the 
I. S. U. constitution, and amount of 
bonds must be $1,000. International 
officers are given the right at any 
time to seize and inspect local 
books. No part or district of the 
I. S. U. Is allowed to change its 
constitution without approval of the 
international executive board.

It was openly stated to the dis­
cussion that these measures are to 
prevent left wing or militant groups 
from winning control. The present 
convention is dominated by % ma­
jority of delegates Appointed by the 
upper officials of the I. S. U,*

What’g in a Name 
Ig Now Frequently 
A Company Union

(By Labor Reoeareh Association)
We noted in a recent issue of 

Textile Notes that company ‘‘unions’’ 
are taking on a variety of fancy 
sociable-sounding names in order 
to disguise their essential betrayal 
of the class interests of the workers. 
Here are three recent ones that 
have come to our attention:

Tucapau Mills, Tucapau, S. C., 
“Goodwill Association.”

Drayton Mills, Drayton, S. C., 
“Epworth Club.”

Oakland Cotton Mills of Kendall 
Co.. Newbury, S. C., “Good Will 
Ciub.”

These clubs and associations are 
invariably promoted by \ the com­
panies who contribute directly or 
indirectly to their upkeiep. Most 
of these organizations have been 
set up since the NRA with a view 
to confusing the worker^ and de­
feating movements for bona-fide 
trade unions.

YOUR
HEALTH

-■r-

MtoUeal kjthmrj Board

(The mcmWcri at tfc* MoSUil ASvtMry 
Beard <U not adverttM.)

All questions to this column are 
aaaweroi directly. Correspondents 
are asked to enektse a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope.

Treatment of Stuttering 
r. §., Chicago, m., writes: “la there 

anything that can be done about 
stuttering? Z have a girl of nine. 
When she gets excited she stam­
mers. Will it be of any help to go
to a doctor?” 1

„ • • •
CTUTTERING is" due to emotional 
u difficulties and not to any physi­
cal defects in the speech organs. 
You prove this point when you 
write: “She stammers (which Is a 
term also used for stuttering) when 
she gets excited.” We presume that 
when she is not excited her speech 
Is quite normal. The cause of the 
stuttering must be sought to some 
emotional maladjustment problem 
of the child’s life. The stutterer is 
usually a markedly sensitive person 
and he will stutter in one situation 
but not in another or to one person 
and not to another.

It is outside of, the work of the 
ordinary doctor to* treat speech dis­
orders. Such disorders require spe­
cialized treatment.

We would advise you to look up 
some speech Institute under the su­
pervision of physicians or a mental 
hygiene clinic. A physical exami­
nation would also determine 
whether the child’s hearing is nor­
mal. This Is important, for hear­
ing and speech are closely related.

Stuttering Is treated by an ap­
proach from various angles:

1— Mental Hygiene—by which we 
mean a study of the emotional life 
and personality of the child.

2— Relaxation exercises for; mus­
cular co-ordination.

3— Speech training.
Each one of these items is Im­

portant and they should be directed 
and supervised by persons with the 
necessary skill and training.

Special Hay Fever Treatment

N. R^ New Haven, Conn., writes:
“I have been a sufferer from 

hay fever for quite a number of 
years, and I seem to have a chronic 
condition , which causes frequent 
sneezing. Also I find my breathing 
hampered and a clear inhalation 
impossible. A treatment to remedy 
and relieve this condition known 
as Electrical Zinc Ionization (this I 
believe is the name) has been 
recommended. This dos not boast 
of curing hay fever, merely relieving 
the clogged condition of the! nasal 
passage. I believe. As this Is rather 
a recent invention, I feel that enough 
time has not elapsed to prove its 
claims. If you can give me any in­
formation as to your experience 
with this method of treatment, I 
shall be guided accordingly.”

• • j • \

rE ZINC IONIZATION method of 
treatment for hay fever is not 

an approved method. It does afford 
relief, in most cages, but is not 
permanent. It majy lead to such 
complications as: 1!) Injury of the 
delicate lining of the nose; 2) Per 
manent loss of smell; 3) Asthma. 
The zinc method is not new—it has 
recently been revived by nose and 
throat specialists.

It is preferable to determine the 
exact cause of your hay fever (See 
HEALTH AND HYGIENE—July 
1935) and receive the appropriate in­
jections. You will get better results 
thereby, !

Support the Soviet Peace Policy 
— the main bulwark of world 
peace!

bu Redfield

i'-'-sV

HOME

*1 could never lower myself to ask the government for relief."

TUNING IN
WEAF—AM Re. WO*—*!• Re. WJZ—'SS Re. WABC—Se* Re. WXVD—USS Re.

4:00-WEAR—Woman's Review
WOR—Isabelle OuarnSer!. Songs 
WJZ—Betty and Bob—Sketch 
WEVD—Kalwaryjskie Orchestra 

4:15-WOR—Way Down East—Sketch ;
WJZ—Ranch Boys. Songs 

4 30-WEAR—Girl Alone—Sketch 
WOR—Strange As It Seems 
WJZ—Ivy Scott. Songs 
WABC—Vivian Della Ohlesa, Soprano), 
WEVD—Arturo Glovanittl, Talk 

4:45-WEAF—Women s Club Talk 
WOR—Studio Orchestra 
WJZ—Hochsteln String Orchestra 
WEVD—Italian Music and News 

:00-WEAF—Heart Disease—Dr, Morris 
Fishbein

WOR—News; Omar the Mystic 
• WJZ—Variety Musicale 

WABC—Terry and Ted—Sketch 
WEVD—Mineiottt Co., Drama 

5.15-WABC—Jimmy Farrell. Baritone 
5:30-WEAF—Marian! Orchestra 

WOlti—Hillbilly Music 
WJZ—Singing Lady 
W'ABC—Jack Armstrong—Sketch 
WEVD—Italian Comedy 

3; 45-WOR—Dick Tracy—Sketch
WJZ—Little Orphan Annie—Sketch 
WABC—The Goldbergs—Sketch 

C:00-W’EAF—Flying Time—Sketch 
WOR—Uncle Don
WJZ—News; Southernaires Quartet 
WABC—Ben ay Venuta, Songs 

•:10-WEAF—News; Midweek Hymn Sing 
6:15-WJZ—Animal Closeups—Dong Long 

WABC—News of Youth—Sketch 
C:30-WEAF—Press-Radio News

WOR—News: Talks and Music 
WJZ—Press-Radio News 
WABC—Press-Radio News 

C;35-WKAF—Gordon Orchestra
WJZ—Income Tax—J. P. Higgins. As­

sistant Collector, Internal Revenue 
WABC—Symphony Orchestra 

C:45-WEAP—Billy and Betty—Sketch
WJZ—Lowell Thomas. Commentator 

7 00-WEAF—Amos ’n" Andy
WOR—Sports—Stan Lomax 
WJZ—Easy Aces—Sketch 
WABC—Myrt and Marge—Sketch j 

7:15-WEAF—Popeye the Sailor—Sketch; 
WOR—HollyWodd—Sam Taylor 
WJZ—Norsemen Quartet 
WABC—Block Orchestra; Jerry 

Cooper. Baritone
7:30-WEAR—Piping in the Haggis Cere­

monies, Aboard S. S. Caledonia 
, WOR—Talk—Truth Barlow 

WJZ—Lura and Abner—Sketch 
WABC—Kate Smith. Songs 

7 45-WEAF—Propreyt Rights As Obstacles 
to Progress—Professor Francis W. 
Coker. Yale University - !

WOR—Washington Merry-Oo-Rouhd

—Drew Pearson; Robert S. Allen 
WJZ—Phil Cook. Comedian; Trio 
WABC—Boake Carter. Commentator 

00 - WE AF—Re urn an Orcfc.; Phil Duey, 
Baritone: Sally Singer, Songs; 
Alexander Siemel, Guest 

WOR—Gabriel Heatter. Commentator 
WJZ—Calendar of Death—Sketch 
WABC—Prank Munn, Tenor; Lucy 

Monroe. Soprano: Concert Oreh.: 
Fritzi Scheff. Soprano,; !

WEVD—“Undercurrents of the News" 
8:15-WOR—O’Malley Family—Sketch 

WEVD—Talk
3 30-WEAP—Wayne King Orchestra 

WOR—Oould Orchestra 
WJZ—Welcome Valley—Sketch 
WABC—Lawrence Tibbett, Baritone 
WEVD—"The Message of 91"—Talk 

8: SS-WEVD-^-Marie Dougherty, Piano 
"00-WE A F—Sidewalk Interview 

WOR—Pickard Family. Songs 
WJZ—Ben Bernie Orchestra; Kitty 

' Carlisle. Songs
WABC—Gray Orchestra, Deane Jams. 

Songs; Walter O’Keefe 
9:30-WEAF—Musical Show—Jumbo 

WOR—Sterling Male Chorus 
WJZ—The New Penny—Sketch, With 

Helen Hayes
WABC—Waring Orchestra 

9:4VWOR—The Hollisters—Sketch 
13:00-W*AP—Concert Orchestra; Sigmund 

Romberg. Conductor: Soloists 
WOR—Eddy Brown, Violin 
WJZ—Twin City Foursome. Songs 
WABC—Mary Pickford s Hollywood 

Party
WEVD—James Oneal Talk 

t0:IVWJZ—Testimonial Dinner to Virginia 
Oildersleeve. Dean. Barnard Col­
lege. Hotel Biltmore 

WEVD—University of the Air 
10:30-WEAP—Hollywood—Jimmy Fidler 

WOR—Madriguera Orchestra 
WABC—March of Time—Drama 
WEVD—Hal Fox's Oang. Music 

10:43-WEAF—Government Lobbies—Rep­
resentative F. R. Lehlback of N. 3. 

WJZ—Willson Orchestra 
WABC—Religion and Brotherhood— 

‘ Secretary of War George H. Dern 
11:00-WEAF—Newman Orchestra

WOR—Tex O'Reilly Adventure Stories 
WJZ—News; Gasparre Orchestra 
WABC—Dance Music (To 1:30 A M.' 

1 '■ *3-WEAF—Levant Orchestra 
11:30-WEAF—News, Little Orchestra 

WOR—News: Dance Music 
WJZ—Newman Orchestra 

I'i'O-WEAF—Busse Orchestra
WJZ—Shandor. Violin: Dorsey Orch. 
WEVD—Dance Music 

13 SO-WEAF—Henderson Orchestra 
WJZ—Madriguera Orchestra

SIH5 is s woman just beginning tff 
be middle-aged. She has thro* 

children, one a seven teen-year old 
girl, just finishing high school. A 
few years ago the and her husband 
kept a hardware store. They worked 
hard, day and night ami did not 
mind, for, as they often said M) 
one another they were “giving the 
children a chance." Once a wee* 
the husband and wife left the chil­
dren to care of the oldest child and 
they went to a movie together. 19 
seemed as If life would go along 
forever like that.

But the banks crashed, and their 
small savings disappeared into thin 
air. It was a shock, and the toteresl 
on the mortgage was difficult to pay 
that year. They borrowed money 
and the oldest daughter had to give 
up her piano lessons. The regular 
excursions to the movies had to be 
cut out too, and they began to try 
to save money on food. The woman, 
in between customers at the store, 
began to make over old clothes so 
they could ? be used several mbr* 
months.

. * » *

rlE next year interest and taxes 
could not be paid. There was-no 
money with which to pay them. The 

bank took their store from them arid 
the man went hunting for a job. Hi 
tried selling first thi* and then tiiafc, 
but they oould never make ends 
meet. So the woman went to work, 
both still determined to “give the 
children a chance.”

Now the woman works to a needle 
trades shop. Her girl is to graduate 
from high school this February. Her 
youngest she keeps at a nursery 
while she, goes out to work. The 
other day she saw something that . 
made her realize that the life laid 
down for the people by the bosses of 
the land was not as it should be. 
She was walking home from Work 
when she saw a sign. It was crudely 
done In chalk (to a brick building. 
It said “Girl Wanted For Packing 
Room—Only High School Gradu­
ates Need Apply.” This was the 
“chance” she had worked for for her 
children. This was what faced her 
girl after high school finished next 
month. Slavery ih the packing room 
of that desolate looking building— 
and It seemed to the woman as if 
they wanted precisely her bright­
eyed, creative-minded daughter who 
wanted to go to college, for the 
slave. And the picture of -her 
daughter somehow became the pic­
ture of all those children upon whom 
parents pinned their hopes. lit was 
not a bettor life that loomed; for 
three children, but the same life of 
slavery their parents had had.

And it was this incident that sud­
denly revealed to one woman that 
capitalist society could be blamed 
for much. It was this incid&li that 
determined her to see whether-she 
could do something about changing 
such a society—wasteful of the; as­
pirations of children. - j r

Ninth Party Convention Discussion

Trade Union Fractions Still Lack Sufficient Political Life
By F. BROWN

How can we strengthen our In­
fluence and develop a progressive 
movement to the A. F. of L. and be­
come the driving force to the 
strengthetog of the unions to spite 
of the obstacles placed before the 
workers at every step by the reform­
ist bureaucratic friendship? How 
best shall thje Communists act in­
side the unions to speed the process 
of making the existing unions in­
struments for organizing the unor­
ganized jp< How shall i we unite the 
workers on a platform of struggle 
for industrial unionism, toner de­
mocracy, against war and fascism, 
and for a Farmer Labor Party?

The change of tactics in the trade 
union field which brought us for­
ward in achieving unity to the trade 
union movement and! strengthening 
the position of the progressive forcre 
in the A. F. of L. which are today 
engaged to a struggle for “Industrial 
unionism,’’ raises the question: 
"How best to have our Party forces 
coordinated to the trade unions?”

Until now our fractions have 
never functioned as well as they 
should. Only a small percentage of 
the comrades were involved in frac­
tion work. The fractions tadeed and 
still tack pohtical life, their activi­
ties have been limited mainly to the 
inner problems of the untons. Hie 
political campaigns have insuffi­
ciently been brought in. No real 
efforts were made to draw into the 
ranks of the Party the best and 
most militant trade Unionists.

Changes This Year
It was only in the past yeair, with 

the changes that have taken place 
to the direction of trade union unity, 
with the new conditions which 
have risen, that we have seriously 
considered the problem of how to. 
strengthen the fractions organisa­
tionally and politically as a pre­
requisite to concretizing our :line to 
the trade union field*

Today, ah Parti- numbers, even 
those who at first resisted the new 
tactics to the trade toito" field, by

which tens of thousands of work­
ers previously organized to revolu­
tionary and independent unions to­
day constitute a large part, and the 
best part of the progressive forces 
to the A. F. of L., understand per­
fectly tile political significance and 
importaiice of unity of the trade 
union movement. They understand 
the necessity of anchoring ourselves 
more strongly among the organized 
masses which represtent the advance 
forces of the tolling population, and 
our taskLof raising the fighting abil­
ity of the organized movement by 
transforming the A. F. of L. unions 
into “industrial unions.” They are 
already active to mobilizing the 
trade unions to make of them the 
main basis for a Farmer Labor
Party-

Are Fractions Proper 

Due to three reasons many of our 
comrades, especially those comrades 
active to the trade union field, have 
been to the iiast period asking 
whether the fractions are still the 
proper form of organization; or 
whether some readjustment and 
changes are necessary to further 
Improve our work to the unions. 
The same question was raised with 
the old problem of duplication of 
activity (Party work to the trade 
unions, and Parti work on a neigh­
borhood scale). Furthermore, we 
were trying to form a correct or­
ganizational solution to the prob­
lem of strengthening our position to 
certain industries in which we had 
only a tew scattered forces.

As a (solution to this burning 
mtesttohi here and there the Idea 
was advanced of organizing units in 
a given union or local which would 
constitute the Party to the unions, 
as do -the nuclei in the factories, 
with all consequent Implications. 
Further proposals were made to 
build "industrial units” embracing 
the Party members of a given to" 
dustry as a transitional form to­
ward the building of shop nurtri

The November Plenum took up

these problems and decided to have 
thte Party carefully study these or­
ganizational problems and carry 
through some experiments with 
units on the basis of industries and 
units in unions for the purpose of 
gathering the necessary experiences, 
and drawing the correct conclusions 
at the next convention.

Careful Experiment
Following the guiding line given 

in the concluding remarks of Com­
rade Browder at the November 
Plenum that while we must be 
quite- fearless in the development 
of new forms, we must always be 
that kind of Bolshevik, who never 
loses anything of the old while 
transforming into the new; that 
there must be no wild, no un­
checked, uncontrolled experiments, 
but with careful .and political cotr- 
trol, bold experiments must be car­
ried out to find those organizational 
forms that vrill fit our Party most 
quickly and thoroughly to the needs 
of the mass movement.

The comrade* became active In 
New York and other districts to 
find those forms that would best 
suit the needs of the mass move­
ment. The experiments in New 
York. Philadelphia, Cleveland and 
other {daces on the basis of units 
to .Industrie? are proving today the 
correctness of such a form. It is 
through such a unit of the Parti 
among the truck drivers and other 
categories of drivers to Milwaukee 
that the Party is strengthening its 
position to the Industry as a whole, 
la gaining influence among the 
workers to the various depots, as 
well as in the craft unions which 
separate the various categories of 
drivers. In New York we have the 
example of> an industrial unit of 
printers composed of fourteen 
members which concentrates on 
three printing shops. This: new 
farm of organization brought en­
thusiasm among the comrades, and 
we can already see the first re­
sult*. The unit prepared a list of

contacts in the three shops for the 
purpose of winning the class-con­
scious printers to our ranks. It has 
already increased the sale of Party 
literature, of the Daily Worker, and 
has decided to sell 100 copies of the 
Labor Party pamphlet. In a few 
words, the imit, besides discussing 
cally discusses the problem of the 
the problems of the union, specifi- 
shops on which they are concen­
trating, add is correctly combining 
the daily issues- with the political 
issues confronting the printers par­
ticularly, and the working class as 
a whole, | ■ ■ ?J I -

Encouraging Conclusions

We can also, in New York espe­
cially, already draw very encourag­
ing conclusions in regard to the 
units built in the unions. The ex­
periences of a few units to painters’ 
and bakers’ locals show that through 
such a form of organization it is 
possible to improve the political life 
and discussions of the units, and 
therefore bring about a fuller at­
tendance at meetings, to cut fluctu­
ation and increase recruiting among 
the best and most militant rank- 
and-file members of the unions. 
Through these new forms we are 
able to sell hundreds of pamphlets. 
Daily Workers and other literature, 
to trade unionists. Political Issues, 
such as the Farmer-Labor Party, 
are thoroughly -discussed and 
brought to the organized masses 
with very good results.

Today, on the basis of such ex­
periences, we can draw the conclu­
sion that in the case of certain 
light industries, based on small 
shops with a small number of 
workers, such a form of organiza­
tion is the proper one. For example, 
to the building trades unions, Where 
carpenters and painters work sea­
sonally. are scattered over hun­
dreds of places (in the case of the 
larger cities), and move about to a 
large extent; to the case of printers.

trades that correspond to small 
shops where the Communists come 
to contact with fellow workers 
through the unions, such a form of 
organization fits the actual needs to 
strengthening our ties with these 
masses.

By strengthening our position 
among the organized and unorgan­
ized masses of small industries, es­
pecially to the larger cities, we shall 
be able to increase our influence 
also in the proletarian neighbor­
hoods, by orientating the trade 
unions to directly participate to 
local issues of vital importance for 
the toiling population (municipal 
problems, election campaign, strug­
gle against war and Fascism, etc.).

Warns Against Generalizing 
At this point, however, it is my 

opinion, that we must warn against 
generalizing the fitness of such 
forms for all unions and Industries. 
Such a mechanical approach to this 
problem would lead us to a complete 
underestimation of the role of the 
shop nuclei.

It is clear that to small industrial 
towns, for example, where there is 
one basic Industry, where the work­
er* are only partly organized, where 
thje town Identifies itself with the 
factory, an industrial unit would 
liihlt the Party activity to the or­
ganized workers only and lose sight 
of; the problems facing the workers 
both organised and unorganized to 
thie factory and town. In all cares 
of organized factories In heavy in­
dustry where there are Party mem­
bers. it is clear that our problem is 
not to build units in the union, but 

build shop nuclei which will set 
simultaneously as fractions In the 
union and will take care of both 
prpblems in the factories and unions. 

!n unions embracing the workers 
the baste Industries, such a form 
organization would be nothing

bakers, etc., m practically all thoee I nuictel, since the locals of the unions.
mere than a substitute for the shop

as to the case of mining territories, 
correspond to the various mines or 
mining towns. In the case of other 
categories of workers in the basic 
industries that are not highly or­
ganized (steel, auto, for example), 
such a form of organization. Includ­
ing all employed Party members, 
would separate us from the unor­
ganized masses that we must reach 
and speak to through the shop 
nuclei and through the shop papers, 
(Detroit Is a glarin gexample.).

Tasks Differ
There are aniens and industries 

in which onr task will be to build 
units (bearing in mind the connec­
tion between shop work and trade 
union work). There are aniens 
where ear task will be to strengthen 
and improve the activities ef the 
fractions, and in the ease ef heavy 
Industry, the shop nuclei most re­
main the fundamental frem ef or­
ganization which acts simultaneous­
ly as a fraction.

To avoid mistakes, to achieve good 
results, we must keep In mind that 
we must organise on the basis of 
the needs and conditions that vary 
from state to state, from city to city 
(for example, white Detroit, Cleve­
land, Chicago are centers of heavy 
Industry embracing tens of thou­
sands of workers—New York and 
Othef cities nre centers at bun* 
dreds of small Industrie*);, from 
union to union and that every move 
in the direction of improving, re­
adjusting our organizational forms 
must be guided and controlled ,by 
the leading bodies. The experi­
ments so fir have proven not only 
the ability of our Party to readjust 
itself organizationally to the needs 
of the situation, but also the cor­
rect approach of our Party mem­
bers to such problems.

Every Party member;a Party

The following list, compiled by the 
American Federation of Hosiery 
Workers, comorises union-made 
ladies’ hosiery: Aberle. Berger Emer­
ald Toe, Bret Maid, Blue Moon, 
Bronze Lady. Conrad’s 42, Dorella, 
Dorothy Ann, Esse’s Maid, Filace, 
Finery Coral Band. Fulton, Gold 
Stripe, Gbtham. Happiness to Every 
Step, Heart of Value, Holeproof, 
Holyoke, Jfunice, K-T-C, Kltten- 
Tred, Knee-Hite. (We’ll continue 
this list tomorrow.)

Can You Make ’Em Yourself*

Pattern 2549 is available in; sizes 
14, 16. 18. 20, 32. 34. 36. 38. 40. 42, 
44 and 46. Size 36 takes 3% yards 
36 inch fabric. Illustrated step-by« 
step sewing instructions included.

Send FIFTEEN CENTS to coins 
Arm* Adams pattern (New York 
City resident* should add ood cent 
tag on eaUi pattern order). Write 
plainly, your name, addrem! and 
style number. BE SUES TO ftATE 
SIZE WANTED.

Address ord-r to Daily W(,,;S£i*r, 
Pattern Department. 243 W«stj lit* 
Street, New York City.




