&

0 - THE MILITANT e

MARTIN ABERN
R SEMLMONTHLY ORGAN OF THE OPPOSITION GROUP Canada and Foreign

MAURICE SPECTOR WORKERS (COMMUNIST) PARTY OF AMERICA L
Aifonme ddiiors P. 0. BOX, 120, MADISON SQUARE STATION e e

Telephone Gramerey 3411,
NEW YORK CITY,

S July 20th, 1929

Dear Comrads Trotsky:

By this time you will have received the issues of the Militant and will
have learned from them about the decisions of our Nationazl Conference, This
Conference represented a "forced march" for us and we have suffered somewhat
from financial difficulties since, This compelled us to skip the July 15th
and the June 15th dssues of our paper, We hope now, however, to be able to
get out the regular issues every two weeks, We have no abandoned the project
of egstablishing the paper as a weekly, but there must be a longer perlod of
preparation and a firmer financial base establisped,

The new erisis in the American Party brought about by the sudden removal
of the old leadership and the expulsion of ILovestone is creating more
favorable opportunities for us in the ranks of the Party members, Our Party
was slow to register the factional divisions which have been crystallizing
in the International in the recent years, but it is catching up nog with
real "American" effieiency, The three diwvisions to be seen in the "erman
movement are already clearly outlined here, The Lovestone factli on has not
yot brought forward openly the Platform of the International Rights, but it
is going through a diplomatic preparation to do =so,

You ask about the position of Lore, It is quite a confused one, and in
many respects contradictory, He prints in his paper, "The New York Volkszeltung'
many of your articles and bitterly denounces the parmamkx persecutions of the
Stalin Regime against the Opposition, But, so far as we have seen, he has
never yet made a clear declaration in support of the Opposition Platform, On
the other hand he shows a strong sympathy for Brand&er-Thalhaimar end has a
tendency to adopt their viewpoint in regard to the “erman movement, In personal
omrersteionx conversation he told one of our comrades ¢ Comrade Shochtman)
that he had written to Brandler eriticizing his attitude toward Internmational
and Russisn questions and urging him to support the Opposition, In the same
conversation he expressed the opinion that the Russian Rights lead to the
restoration of capitalism snd thet only the platform of the Opposition can
save the revolution, These opinions are not so clearly stated in his paper,

As a rule he confines himself to reporting events in the International,
protesting against violations of party democracy and refralning from comment
on the prineiple issues involveds

We hawve had no relations with him beyond casual conversations and have
not considered any serious collaboration possible unless a more deflnite
politiecal premise for it could be sstablished, On many questions of the
day he shows marked tendencies to draw soclal-demoeractic rather than
Communist conclusions, That is not to compare him, of course, to the official
gsoelalists, He represents more the type of the pre-war left-socialist who
wants to consider himself a communist, His tendeney toward "right" deviations
has been fostered in late years by his isolation and lack of political
co-workers who might influence his views, Some antagonisms betwsen him and
our Broup exist from former times and hamper the establishment of such
relations as might afford us a better opportunity to influence his policy.

As you probably know, his regard for you is very high and many comrades










