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Leon Trotsky Copy %o the I.S.
Paris, France

Dear Comrade Trotsky:

e received your letter with the proposal that George D, Herron and
tlie group associated with him be invited wo participate in the
editorial board of our projected theoretical organ. We will carry
out your suggestion in this matter and prohably extend i

tion to others while retaining a 1_‘.«"*-1"1)&1 in the Elwr s

i

reading your letter c:xan. us a shock., George D, Herron was
ious social r<+flot aurln the war--a reaglly horrible exsnple
;115@11 directly in the service of the American government
i gndist with the special task of establishing an identity
aet”ean i.i 21 xlcr"‘! and the Kaiser's "kultur",
The present Herron is apparently h 1 For this mistake in the
selection of his parentage there may b a certain extenuation in
the probability that the connection is not entirely legitimate,

The elder Herron was also & notorious exponent--gnd also practitioner==

0
of the theory of free love.

We are also considering an invitation to Gitlow to vuru¢r1=ate in
the editorial board of the theoretical organ. We are having now
direct negotiations with the group, as you were informed previously.
Some gdvice from you as to furthe praccdvre would be guite timely
now, This group appears to be very anxious to sign a joint declara-
tion with us for a new Party and to uybi“ practical collagboration
along this line, We have held two geions of the joint committee,
I enclose copies of the drafts wnlzt we have proposed. The one
marked #1 was presented at the first session; the one marked #2 was
presented at the second session.
>

They are anxious to evade any direct and clear declaration on the
nrlhclulcd guegtion of socia 13~1 in one country. The“ have come

a long way from their old position,and in their discussion freely
agree with the necesgity of indicfﬁng Btalinism foz .uip_n; its
back on world revolution,_in favor of an insular national soc
But they balk at putting this formulation boldly in the fore-

They argue that the oppogition to "socialism in one Cmmﬁwf”
negative presentation of the ,J;allon (in the same

puts the question in the lodern Monthly)

Their underlying motives also have g cert
tion. As a pa of the Lovestone group they were committed to
dogma of gocia n in one country for a long :?ﬂm—-the struggle
against it hw ecome such a pronounced "Trotskyist" position
they have h J of bringing with them eventually . &

& conglderableg
grouping whi 8till formally in the Lovestone faction
’ [t} (7] Ak

allc




ﬂlev feel the need of a transitional formulation which puts things
r ambiguougly. Of course they @on't give this explanation; it is
own interpretation of their position.

We are not disposed to yield to them on this point as it will only make
greater difficulties later., At the present time the negotiations are
deadlocked on this point,
The second point of difference relates he gquestion of the attitude
which the proposed joint declaration sl .4 Take toward the "Declaration
of the Four" at Paris They want to greet thid declaration as a step
forward but to keep from any endorsement of it or identification with
it. Here again they emphasized that they have no principled difference.
They have tactical bjections % 3 ;":'vw e given in the Declaration
to socialism in one Ju;trj and to e ] 1fication of the movement for
a new Internationgl so completely wi such a small nucleus.

break off relations with them, They are
flwrh alonz on the principled QULuulUﬂS. In addition to
show a firm wi to get together ri?l us and we do not
close the door to them. BEven though this group is not g
numerically, Gitlow enjoys a cons lqcxkolo nrw°+ ge and
noe doubt tuht the group as whole means everything seriously.
: G T 3R TAC W e
needed now,lu appears to 0g, which will serve maintain
friendly relations and assis ne procegs of fusion without cor uautiﬂg
the “eague to any ambiguous j 1tical formulations in a joint documen

We have ano ther meeting scheduled for next Thursdsay. There we will
probably propose, if an agreement cannot be reached on the formuls
tion for a joint statement, that v@ ﬂﬁvise some p Quhl?“] method of
collagboration on concrete uaghs and 1 arifying discussion in
the Militant of the guestions in dis

We hear that the proposal for a new Txitj has already cregted g
- =]

ferment in uhe Jonfe“euc“ ; srogressive Igbor Action--this is
American version of I without its mass membership, The

=

of Hillquit will probag ly dluO nave s considerable effect on the int
situation in the S.P. Norman Thomas will probably become predominant
in the leadership, The ambitious young el'LLpi“ in the pn“L"—-Leto1vw
vaguely toward a left positi have given in v
support to Thomas against the fossilized machine
quite probable that a new sgi =z?'ﬂ' will hasten
ylignment and bring the more rad elements in tl} )
arer political position, 5;, inists succeeded 1ﬂ'aﬁ
promising left movement in the socialist youth organization
it off prematurely., If we are up to the mark the next moven
8.P, should fall under our influence and have a happier oembinetien
S LMy BT iV
Wwe would appreciate very highly sone specitf JP advice from you in regard

to our further procedur 1 the new course.

Fraternally you

Secretary




