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StrikesMarked AI her I R. l*ar**on*< — Amerirmi-Made Hebei
First May Day
In St. Louis
Uminma To*k Active 

Part in OrgaBtang 
Deni on *tratHHM -

By BT KRAV1F
the outeUndinc large 

Mtles In which Kay 1 had iu origin 
in the United States was St. Louis, 
Mo. And there is no mere dramatic 
chapter in the history of our labor 
movement than the struggle for the 
shorter wort day which developed 
around our now internationally 
celebrated labor hoUday

The first May 1 — in iws — In 
St. Louis (as elsewhere) was marked 
Louis (as elsewhere) was marked 
by strikes and demonstrations. It 
culminated in the evening in a 
monster mass meeting of 10,000 held 
in Lucas Market Place where speak­
ers addresed enthusiastic audiences. 
Baekgresmd of Mav 1 ta St. Look 
- Agitation tor the 8-hour day was. 
of course, part of a nation-wide 
movement. For months before May 1 
this movement had been growing. 
In St. Louis unions of plasterers. 
bdeUayers. masons, carpenters, ma- 
hinists. stone cutters, mechanics 

and laborers, among others, had al­
ready indicated their determination 
to back up their demands on the 
first of May.

The Wood Carvers’ unton. for ex­
ample. resolved not to work more 
than sight hours after that date 
and without, giving notice to the 
employers. The entire union mem­
bership was prepared to strike in 
case of opposition The “St. Louis 
Vamishers Union." reported a local 
paper, “decided to demand eight 
hours work beginning Monday next" 
—1. e.. May 8.

In January. 1888. the national 
convention of the Bricklayers union 
which had been held In St. Louis, 
went on record for a nine-hour day. 
IU three St. Louis locals, however, 
subsequently adopted the eight-hour 
day.

Union carpenters, meeting at the 
Center Turners Hall, even gave oqt 
instructions as to the manner in 
which the eight-hour day was to be 
inaugurated. “The men were in­
structed to go to work at eight 
o’clock this morning (May D and 
take one hour for dinner between 
twelve and one o’clock, quit work 
at five, thus being in service but 
eight hours." About" 1,700 workers 
were affected by this order. Their 
rate of pay was to be 30c an hour.

One Thomas Rich, a carpenter 
contractor, acknowledged just be- 

-fore May 1: “Prom what I know 
and can learn I have reason to be­
lieve that the eight-hour system 
will be inaugurated generally among 
men of our trade on that date. It 
has been as good as established for 
several months among most of the 
building trades."

The Missouri Republican. May 1. 
1886. betrayed its fears editorially: 
“Dispatches from Chicago indicate 
that the eight-hour movement de­
veloped there into an eight-hour 
erase yesterday. . . It Is hard to be 
patient and judicial in the face of 
demands which one regards as out 
of an reason. . . ”

The Story of Pmwmn 
Life is Epic in U. J. 

Labor Struggles

N9 Redaction in Pay!
The unions generally were press­

ing for the eight-hour day without 
reduction in pay. Thus the shoe­
makers “demanded eight hours work 
and ten hours pay.” The employers 
used various tactics to split and de­
feat his movement. The Furniture 
Manufacturers Assn., for example, 
conceded the demand for an eight- 
hour work day. but refused to pay 
for more than eight hours. The 
lumber dealers were opposed to re­
duction In working hours under any 
circumstance? Certain planing mill 
employers offered the workers wage 
increases of 10 per cent If they 
continued working nine and ten 
hours a (toy!

The May 1 demonstration itself
was organised by the Central Labor 
Union. Besides its constituent 
unions, the Trades Assembly and 
the Amalgamated Association of 
Building Trades took part. In ad­
dition to the unions already men­
tioned, the stone masons, brewers, 
riga milkers, ehainnakers. stair- 
buMders, tinners, painters, hatters, 
tanners, printers, confectioners and 
other 8t. Louis unions had ‘as­
semblies in the procession

For the evening mass meeting, a 
large speaker's stand illuminated by 
two calcium lamps had been 
erected in the square between Pine 
and Olive Streets. The Furniture 
Workers Union No. 12. which had 
been leading the parade, put in its 
appearance first with 800 marchers; 
then folowed the Brotherhood of 
Machinists and Metal Workers; 
Bakers; Carpenters: Coopers; and 
so on. Japanese lanterns, flags and 
torches were displayed* Several red 
flags were carried. One of the 
upions carried the gallows upon 
which Jay Gould, the robber baron 
railroad capitalist, was hanged in 
efflgy.

Urges Real Struggle
The first speaker was George 

Winters of the dgarmakers He de­
clared that petitioning and suppli­
cation alike had been futile, that 
it was the workers’ intention “to 
force a reduction" in hours. Nearly 
every hand went up in response to 
Winters' query a» to how many 
workers intended to stick to their 
unions in winning their demands.

Red Haller of New York said: 
’They (the workers) had appealed 
to Congress for a law to make eight 
hours a days’ work, but in vain. One 
eight-hour law was worth a hun­
dred arbitration bftis. . . The or- 
nmaed laborers of this 
were the ones to enforce any 
men^for the good of the people."

- Victor Saraer then wound up the 
meeting by reading a resolution in 
both English and German, that “the 
right-bowr system was the fir* step 
hi the emuneipstton »f tl

By W. 8. Rieharie

The Mayflower on one of her eur- 
heet voyages curried a Parsons, solid 
dttsec, strong in hla faith in the 
glorious destiny of the New World. 
Two hunched and fifty years later 
a descendant. Albert Parsons. Hay- 
market hero, stood sentenced to 
death—his crime, leading the fight 
for the realization of his ancestor’s 
visions. No man’s career better il­
lustrates the usually Ignored fact 
that’1 the American revolutionary 
movement grows straight from the 
American soil.

Albert's father. Samuel, born in 
Maine and married in New Jersey, 
settled finally in Alabama. Here, in 
Montgomery, on June 20, 1884. a 
baby was bom, prospective heir to 
a prosperous shoe and leather fac­
tory.

No boy ever reached manhood by 
a more characteristically American 
route. At seven. an orphan in charge 
of an older brother. Albert Parsons 
tells how "... our family moved 
west to Johnson County, on the 
Texas frontier, while the buffalo, 
antelop, and Indian were in that 
region. ... My frontier life accus­
tomed me to the use of the rifle 
and the pistol, to bunting and rid­
ing. and In these matters I was con­
sidered quite an expert. At that time 
our neighbors did not llvr near 
enough to hear each other's dogs 
bark or the cocks crow. It was often 
five to ten miles to the next house."

A year in school (back in “civi­
lised" Waco), a year as printer's 
devil and paper boy—and the Civil 
War broke out. Thirteen-year old 
Albert smuggled himself into the 
army, won the poet of powder- 
monkey and similar honorable ranks. 
For four years he served the Con­
federacy, moat of the time with the 
Texas Cavalry, commanded by Ma­
jor General Wm. H. Parsons, an old­
er brother.

Then following a year's work as 
type-setter. Parsons, started his own 
newspaper, the Waco Spectator. The 
paper lasted less than twelve 
months; its stand for political 
rights for Negroes made It an im­
possibility in a region where soon 
all the literates were soon to join 
the KKK

To an active young man of twenty, 
the “New South" (though the term 
was yet to be invented) offered a 
multitude of prizes. Young Parsons 
chose instead to champion the lights 
of man, the black man. He had 
based his decision, not "book- 
learning," but on what he saw 
around him. And what he saw was 
not the potential luxury of a re­
built system of Negro exploitation, 
but the actual daily battle for exis­
tence of the mass of Americans, 
black and white.

In this incident lies the secret of 
i his life Parson:; had elected to fight 
[ for his ideals, to ignore the 
rich-quick" side of American life. 
Prom this point mi his life aras a 
constant evolution to the “left,” 
never on the basis of theoretical 

1 considerations, but solely on what 
he himself experieneed In his role 
as an honest character in the Amer­
ican scene.

This evolution was slow, constant.

ING FIGURES IN HAYMARKET FRA HE-UP AND R-HOUR DAY STRUGGLE
Maymark«t Martyr
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la Jail Calls
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By ANNA BAMON

May Day 1986 finds Mm 
class faced with the most cruet and 
ruthless cmpalsn of terror aad is*

the

the street. Aa 
watching Mm meeting 

big window at the 
saloon, they noticed the crowd melt 
away before the first spiatterii* 
drops of s storm blowing in from 
the Lake.

Suddenly, when only a few hun­
dred remained in the audience, rank 
after sank of marching police ap­
peared. They halted and their 
oaptaln shouted to the speaker who 
was seen to answer calmly.

The Terrer Begins
A great flash and roar stunned 

pohoe and audience—and the little 
group standing at the window of 
the saloon. Through the ham that 
clouds the mind at such times, this 
group saw the police, many of their 
number lying on the paving, begin 
to chase, to club, to shoot at the 
workers who were fieeir* in all di­
rections.

Parsons had learned in ”77 what 
a leader of the workers must expect 
from the authorities in such a situ­
ation. By morning his whereabouts 
were unknown.

That night in Chicago was one 
of great excitement, but no action.
Then the following morning, the 
police swooped down on every known them in Jail.

‘•Anarchist" in Chicago. Papers be- on the International 
gan (but only after several editions) see the imprisonment of 
to shriek “Anarchist terror” —the m Germany Rakosl in Htmoarr. 
howling cry for blood was on. Pena in Spain, Terracclni in Italy.

“Anarchism," at the time, meant the Rueggs in China, and tfeous- 
to Parsons three things; flint, that ande more in every oapitaliat and 
the worker, under capitalism, never colonial country, suffering in die 
received the full product of his ruling-dees dur«eon*. stolen by rl-

wor,d s
• i • .

have ever car- 
Ned on. Their 
date rmina- 
tlon to oruah 
the Nkrlt at 
the masaeg 
flghMnc hero­
ically asetnel 
a t a r v a- 
tion knows ud

its. Stark, 
naked terror is becoming more and 
more their weapon.

TTiere are two main drives te this 
campaign—to terrorise the m ernes 
directly, and to rob them of their 
leaders in the strusgfe by throwing

laker fighters led the 

In the early eighties. It 

loose on them the 
.ymarket affair, for which

and Lingg either driven to suicide or murdered in hla aeU. 
woe about this time that Chicago gave te the workers of tfe 
their international day of struggle and demonstration—May Pint, 
third, top row, la Lucy Parsons, brave widow of Albert Parsons, 
nearly M, who ia Bring in Chicago.

At

“riot," and went home himself. The 
next morning when he reported to 
the Times office he found himself 
fired!

v That noon he was asked by two 
strangers to come with them “to 
see the mayor.” He went and found 
hmself in police headquarters. Here 
he was questioned, grilled, threat­
ened. order to leave town!

Active Journalist
He stayed Instead—a. socialist now 

to his very core. For two years he 
edited Socialist newspapers, ran re­
peatedly for office on the socialist 
ticket, championed the workers in 
their every fight for reform. In 1879, 
at the annual Socialist convention, 
he was offered the nomination for 
presidency, the first nomination of 
a workingman by workingmen for 
that office in the history pt the 

get- country.*
Then the next year he withdrew 

completely from active participation 
in the socialist party!

Albert Parsons was a reader of 
books (in his last hours oefore

paper*, the radio speakers, the mo­
vie producers, the teachers and 
preachers—all hell) to spread this 
Illusion.

Sees Suffering
The radical movement is as old 

and as native aa the evils against 
which it fights. Parsons went “red” 
because he could do nothing else at 
a time when, as he said, “.... thous­
ands perish of want while sur­
rounded with the greatest abund­
ance . ..." a situation and a con­
clusion not entirely absent today.

Capitalism, aa Parsons was fond 
of demonstrating from the U. 8. 
Census figures, never paid tu work­
ers enough to enable them to buy 
back the goods that they had made 
with their labor. The result was fre­
quent depressions and Increasing 
want and misAy. Eventually the 
workers would revolt, for “the con 
viction began to spread

ploy the same means in self-de- i Only Parsons and his fellow radical# 
fense.” had conttvied to fight—and the

May 1, 1886, had been selected by masses had followed his lead and
won.

On the evening of May 4. Parsons, 
who had just returned to Chicago

State, the Government and its laws, 
was merely the agent of the owners 
of capital to reconcile, adjust, and 
protect their—the capitalists’—con- 

mounting the gallows he betted j flicting Interests; that the chief
poem after poem from memory); , function of all government was to tlon.” As a representative at Aus- 
but experience one his teacher. maintain economic subjection of the j trian Fascism was to phrase K in

“Political liberty without economic man of labor to the monopoliser of 1934, . . <he Austrian rebels were
For several years he continued his (industrial) freedom was an empty the means of labor—of life—to capi- not martyrs to freedom or to re-

the conservative union leaders as 
the date for a general strike to
secure the eight-hour day. This__________ _______ _
crowd, having issued the call, toe* after several days' absence, was at 
no action to put it into effect. But a small meeting concerned with a 
with Parsons as leader the whole strike of Chicago seamstresses. A 
strength of the International Work-1 messenger rushed In to ' ask that 
ing People’s Association (organized j someone come to Ha ymarket Square, 
by Marx), in which were grouped about a mile away, where speakers 
all radiedi American worker*, was were needed to address several thou- 
thrown into the movement. j sands of workers, protesting the

Many Win Demands [murder of some of theif striking
May 1** saw a third of a mdiinn comrades before the gates of the 

worker* united in demanding “Eight *«®ormick Harvester plant. Par- 
hours for work, eight hours for ^ t**ng his wtfe, his two chil- 
sleep and eight hours for what we ®ren; * woman friend of the 
will." A quarter of a million won fani“F. responded, 
their demands, and won them under Parsons later described the speech 
the leadership of the radicals. he made at Ha ymarket that night. 

This was a challenge the rulers "I called upon them to unite, to 
that the ] of finance and industry could not i organize, to make every; endeavor 

afford to ignore. “Reform” was fine to obtain eight hours; that the 
in theory;, actually, from the view- eight-hour movement meant a 
point of those who occupied the | peaceful solution of tjie labor 
seats of the mighty in America, it 
was. in practice, as bad as “revolu-

labor. and that this increasingly 
severe exploitation would eventually 
force the workers to revolt; second, 
that strong unions must be organ- 
toed. and trained In the day-by-day 
struggles for immediate gains, so 
that when the inevitable revolution 
came these groups would set up as 
the nuclei for the new society; and 
finally, that revolution would achieve 
the anarchist state, wherein cooper­
ation would make for plenty, where 
plenty would make for the end of 
the evil traits in human nature, arwi 
where men, freed of their grosser 
nature and freed from exploitation, 
would need no government to hold 
them to their role as wage-slaves.

This was “Anarchism” as Albert 
Parsons be lived in R. And on June 
21, the day the trial was beginning. 
Parsons emerged from hiding.

olenee from the ranks of the work­
ing-class.

In the United States, the tonprto- 
onment at the Sacramento trade- 
union leaders, the criminal syndi­
calism and "sedition'’ victims la 
Oregon. Oklahoma, and other states, 
the attempt to send Angelo Hern­
don to the chain-gang, the orreel 
of 36 men and 10 women in Gallup, 
New Mexico, on framed “murder" 
charges, the Imprisonment at 
Charles Krumbetn, New York dis­
trict organiser of the Comm uniat 
Party—these and literally thousands 
at other oases are examples of this 
terror. *

While the working-deia of the 
world pours Into the streets on May 
Day in giant demonetrattosu. these

walked into the very courtroom and prisoners sit in the gloomy dungeons 
elected to Band trial for his belief, j of the world.

Fnuue-Up Verdict
Of the trial only two short state­

ments need be reported. One is 
from the closing speech of the 
prosecution—"Anarchy Is on trial. 
These men hare been selected, 
picked out by the grand Jury and

“The sun to not avowed to shine 
Into the cells of our comrades In 
prison,’’ Mike Gold, the working- 
class bard of America once wrote. 
“But on May Day theix. eyes pierce 
through the prison wails. They be­
hold

indicted because they were leaders, of red banners, and they hear mil­
lions of strong voices raised In the

support of Negro rights, as Radical | phrase.” he decided—and so he re- tal.”Republican holding minor offices signed hum the party which limited

and as a traveling reporter. On one itself to ‘political' action.
of hfc trips throughout Texas he 
fell in love with a mulatto to whom 
he was man ied in 1871. Finally in 
73 the couple moved to Chicago. 
Parsons immediately joined the 
union, securing a Job on the Inter- 
Ocean and later the Times.

From his fellow-workers, he be­
gan to hear bitter denunciations of 
the “Relief and Aid Society," a com- 
mitte of well-to-do who handled the 
millions contributed from all over 
the world to help the victims of the 
Chicago Fire of 1871. Yet. as he read 
the articles which he. as compositor, I 
had to set up. he found the Times 
denying that these funds were be­
ing used for speculation. ^ !

‘1 began to examine into this sub­
ject." Parsons wrote, “and I found 
that the complaints of the working 
people against the society were just 
and proper. I also discovered a great 
similarity between the abuse heaped 
upon these poor people by the or­
gans of the rich and the actions of 
the late slave-holders in Texas to­
ward the newly enfranchised slaves 
... It satisfied me there was a great 
fundamental wrong at work in so­
ciety and in existing social and in­
dustrial arrangements. Prom this 
time dated my interest and activity 
in the labor movement. The desire 
to know more about this subject 
led. me in contact with socialists 
and their writings. . The next 
year Parsons joined the socialist 
group in Chicago; very soon he had 
won a position of leadership.

The Strike Wave of 77
Parsons had reached Chicago on 

the eve of the Crisis of 73. Year 
after year the depression continued, 
as increasingly thin pay envelopes 
testified. Finally in July, 1877, a 
wave of strikes swept the country, 
a ware of strikes of an Intensity 
never seen before. For a week busi­
ness was at a complete standstill 
While the strikes centered mainly 
about the railroads, factories of all 
soru were emptied. From the At­
lantic to the Pacific the workers 
were demanding the end of starva­
tion wages.

To their demands the government 
gave the same answer Hoover gave 
8m Bonus Army. One-half the U. S. 
Army was ordered into action 
against the cltisena of the United 
States. Tension increased, soldiers 
and workers clashed, at numerous 
Places there was bloodshed. v

On July 21. at the height of this 
strike, over 30.000 workingmen as-

He resigned only to become more 
active than ever as a fighter for 
human rights. And the word “fight­
er” began to mean something; he 
became a revolutionary.

Those. who manage to grab the 
hog's share of the “gravy" like to 
think that every protest movement 
is merely a new and temporary prod­
uct of "foreign agitation.” Their 
friends and employees the news-

He could observe no effort on the 
part of the dominant capitalists to 
alter the conditiohs which made 
revolution inevitable; he said so 
frankly, and he advocated the for­
mation of an organization able to 
face the crisis when it came. *T 
did not advocate the use of force. 
But I denounced the capitalists for 
employing it to hold the laborers m 
subjection to them, and declared 
that such treatment would of neces­
sity drive the workingmen to em-

publicantom. ... The only difference 
between them and the Russian Com­
munists was that they wanted to 
end capitalism legally.”

So the decision was made to crush 
this mighty mass movement. Lead­
ers of the type of Parsons would 
have to go. With this edict of the 
mighty, the conservative labor lead­
ers were in hearty agreement. In­
deed, months before May 1, Pow­
der ly, leader of nearly a million 
Knights of Labor, had attempted 
to kill the May 1 general strike.

They are no more guilty than thou­
sands who follow them. Gentlemen 
of the Jury: convict these men. 
make examples of them, hang them 
and you save our institutions, our 
society.”

trouble; that if the employers in 1 The other is from the final speech 
this and all other countries would | Parsons — “My own deliberate
concede this demand ft meant peace, opinion concerning this Haymarket________.___ ______
if they refused it meant war, not! affalr 19 that the death-dealing mis- demonstration of the united front at 
by the working classes, not by labor- *le was the "or*- tbe deliberate solidarity against while terror, fas- 
eri, but by monopolists aad corpo- wor* °* monopoly, the act of those ctom. and imperialist war. we must

who themselves charge us with this remember the prisoner*, who cen-
deed------ I believe that it was insti- not be with ua and their bereaved
gated by eastern monopolists to pro- families. May Day must be the day 
duce public sentiment against popu- when our hand of solidarity to ex- 
tor movements, especially the eight- tended to them 
hour movement then pending and

“No one ran imprison or kill the 
spirit of May Day. R grows in the 

it shines wHfc the sun. 18 
In million* of proletarian 

hearts.”
While we on the outside help to 

make May Day a mighty, militant

rations upon the lives, liberty and 
happiness of the working classes. 
. . . The New York World and other 
papers had said that the American 
must be content with the wages he 
received, and not expect pny more 
wages than his European brother, 
and be contented with that station 
in life to which it had pleased God 
to call him. I then appealed to 
them to defend themselves, their 
righto and their liberties—to com­
bine, to unite, for in union there was 
strength." s

Join the Ranks of Marching Youth on May 1
By JACK KLING

From East to West, from North 
to South, in almost every important 
city marching youth rail upon you 
to join their ranks on May 1st.

Young fellow, you ask “Why 
should I?” You’re out of work. 
There are seven million like you 
in this country. Many have been 
unemployed fire or six years already. 
Some were graduated from school

yards, those fellows in the Pitts­
burgh steel mills who ask “Why 
should we join the May Day Pa­
rades?” What have you got? If 
you’re lucky, enough to work a 
couple erf months during the year. 
You who work in the Chicago pack­
inghouses know what terrific speed­
up exists. How many girls have 
had accidents and even lost fingers.

two or three years ago. Now what? | What about the sweat-shops in 
You’ve'joined the army—the army

New York? And you fellows from 
steel towns, with the constant firing 
and rehiring—you never know when 
you’re going to be laid off. And 
you textile workers—how about you 
who hare tried to organise, build 
a union, to prevent wage cut after 
wage cut, to get a few cents more 
than the present miserable wages, 
and if necessary strike. Let the Na­
bisco strikers of New York tell

of unemployed! That army is grow 
ing—-you can’t get a job, not in 
your own city, and when you bum 
your way to another city, you find 
the same sign—“No help wanted." 
You’ve got to leave home—Chicago. 
New York. St. Louis, any place. 
And in Chicago, New York, anyplace, 
there are no jobs You’re home be­
comes a flophouse—anyplace. (And 
in most places, the flop house is 
a dirty, smelly place. In Chicago 
tost fall a couple of fellows were 
poisoned by the food in the flop 
house).

Is This Our Future?
What does the future hold? No 

jobs in sight, n most places no re­
lief at all for young fellows like 
you and I. Some fellows think 
they’re lucky if they go into the 
CCC camps. They’re building these 
camps to include 600,000 young men. 
Is this the future for 600,000 young 
men—speed up—heavy work—fire 
fighting f scores were killed in the 
OOC camps tost year—thousands 
hare all kinds of accidents—there is 
no kind of compensation) —all for 
81 a day. And out of that $1 a

‘OUR CORRESPONDENTS SAY.

day, 925 a month goes to your 
. . family, so they cab be taken off the 

seeibled in mass meeting on Market relief rolls. The camps are ruled 
Street near Madison, Chicago. Par-. by military officers—theyYe build- 
sons addressed the gathering. Par

PIVE YEAR PLAN PAILS

-.RUSS/A* WORKERS asH.

ALL BOLSHEVIKS ARF 

glAMDITS AND BA0V

if
i-

SOV/ET SOLDIER'S 
SHOOT PRAViNcr WOMEN

0 peasants REVOLT

The meeting then resolved that 
the “first at May should thereafter 
be celebrated to commemorate the 
inauguration of eight hour* for a 
day s work ” And thus brgan the 
historic day of labor struggle in one 
city tn the United States

aa mmi** m»-
*»— tar 8m

sons the "Socialist.” the “Commun­
ist" the “Anarchist" (even in 1877. 
name-calling was a substitute for 
serious thought.)

What Parsons the "Red" saM was 
esrenUelly this—“Go home Join the 
Party. Wait till November. Then 
rate the Workingmen's ticket to 
•fid these conditions But .be peace 
ful: pray do

They went.

ing up an army for war. that's 
what they’re doing!

Fellows are forced to steal to live. 
Girls are driven into prostitution in 
orde.- to lire! We won't give up. 
THE POWERFUL MAY DAY PA­
RADES ARE OUR ANSWER AND 
OUR DEMAND PROM THE GOV­
ERNMENT - “TAKE C ARE OP 
US—WE WANT UNEMPLOYMENT 

FOR ALL YOUNG

23

£

you how the police attacked them 
again and again. Let the miners of 
New Mexico, of whom 55 are facing 
murder charges and many deporta­
tions tell you—Lei all workers tell 
you about bow not only gangster*, 
but how the police. National Guards­
men. co arts judges, were used 
against their strike.

Against Bern War
Against imperialist war, do you 

ask? New armies, bigger navies, war 
factories working at top speed—Italy 
starts training youth at the age of 
8. Germany prepares 300,000 more 
youth.(for the army. The greatest 
danger to war against the Soviet 
Union. Here In the good old U.. 8. A. 
they want to build the biggest Navy 
—recruit 26.000 more for the army, 
600,000 in the CCC under military 
control, yes, over 2 billion* in 1934 
directly and indirectly for war funds.

What will it mean for us—workers, 
students, young farmers? We are 
young, most of us too young to 
remember the meaning of the tost 
war. Not only were millions of 
soldiers killed, but civilians, men 
and women, and children were 
killed. f t

Across the sea, in the U8.3.R^ 
there to a new world, a Soviet 
world in which 170 millions of 
people live. There, too. they will 
demonstrate on Mtoy 1st. Minuwm 
will march. Factories, schools, 
farms and offioes will be closed. It’s 
a legal holiday. This to possible be­
cause the workers rule. Millions of 
young men and women, led ’by the 
powerful Young Oomrr.urirt League 
with its 5,000.000 members, will 
march. It will be a warning to all 
capitalist countries who are prepar­
ing to attack the Soviet Union.

The Young Communist League 
calls on all young workers, to march 
with us on May Day. We especially 
invite all young Socialists to fol­
low the example of the workers in 
Cleveland. Indiana Harbor, and 
other places, and

that some of the Pinkertons were 
their tools to execute their plan. .. . 
I have nothing, not even- now, to 
regret."

Eight men had been arrested. (Se­
ven policemen had died the night 
of the explosion, an eighth later.) 
Seven of the Anarchists were sen­
tenced to death, Parsons among 
them. The eighth, against whom the 
only charge was that of holding 
stock in ^
received a fifteen-year sentence. 
Two of the death sentences were 
later commuted. One of the con­
demned was murdered or committed 
suicide.

Pour men mounted the gallows on 
November 11, 1887. Every public 
building in Chicago was under 
guard. The military, police and fire 
department mounted special guard 
throughout the city. Every arrival 
at stations and hotels was watched. 
All connected with the state's case 
were under “protection." The larger

Hereto Flgtoten
Think on May 1st of the I 

of heroic revolutionaries in the pow- , 
er of the ctom enemy. Think of 
their families! Demand their free­
dom in a ringing about.

The Soottoboro Boya Angelo Hern­
don, Tom Mooney, J. B. McNamara 
—and thousands more in the U.8.A. 
—Thaelmann. Rakosl and the ten# 

____ _ of thousands the world over must!!
a German radical paper,) b* freed! * . f

And in our own country, whies 
we think of the tboueaods of pels-; 
oners In fascist jails, we must think 
also of the scores of workers’ aid­
ers held by the government of our- 
own country for deportation to. 
these fascist lands, where imprtoon<t 
ment.
The
horror to frighten 
ffireign-bom workers from strug­
gle. to separate their struggle from 
the struggle of the native-born, to 
rob both of their leaders who were

e imscw OUKJS, wnoie uihx‘-wii- 
t, torture, death, asraito them, 
ruling-daes seeks through th» 

or to frighten the miUions of

factories cloeed. A living wall of po- born in other countries. The power
lice surrounded the jail, no one be­
ing allowed on the neighboring 
street*. Mr*. Parsons, striving to 
pass the police lines, was given the 
"run-around’’ from officer to officer 
for over an hqur—and then finally 
arrested and thrown into jail!

Inside the prison. Parsons, waiting 
death, recited Whittier's “Reformer” 
and other poetgy, sang Heine’s “The 
Weaver’s." Annie Laurie,” and the 
“Workers’ Marseillaise."

Through their hoods, with the 
noose around their heads, the men 
shouted—“There will be a time when 
our alienee will be more powerful 
than the voices you strangle today," 
—and Parsons, “Will I be allowed 
to speak. O men of Amerca? Let me 
speak. Sheriff Matson! Let the 
voice of the people be heard! O -

After fourteen minutes of agony, 
Parsons was dead.. . . Parsons, child 
of the Mayflower, son of the border, 
worker of the city streets, organiser
Of

• xxu to Um rapid irrrtmwil of So­
cialist thMsft* ia thaaa early day*, par tit* 
war* constantly fortotof and ro-tonalnc. 
Panoru, tor exam pi*, jotoad Um Social 
Democratic Warkinsaim's Party of Worth 
America whan ho hooatoo a Social!it la 
iSTX The nest year this party f uaed into 
Um WorklafaMa'o Party. La to to 1877 
this became the Beetallet Labor Party. 
'Thu was the croup which tendered him 
a presidential nomination i Later, aa wo 
•hall »*e. ho bocamo a member of the 
International Keeotutloaerjr Socialist* aad . 
anally, la ItSJ, of the International Work- 1 
ia« People'* Aueclation. Re was at the 

time a Member *f the S^uchta ef ,

of the Working-ctosa ran rtop these 
deportations.

Only in one country in the world 
—end it covers one-sixth of the 
earth's surface—ere no working-class 
leader*, no vtotlma of capitalist 
justice. In the Jells. In the Soviet 
Union the workers role, end there 
the masses come mat freely on 
streets to ceietoraU their victories 
of Socialist construction, their tri­
umph over the totem at reaction, 
pledging solidarity with their dem- 
brothers In the jells of oepUeltot 
lends, the milttoni Of those miwdered 
by the imperialist lords the world

i on May Day

Labcr. the Chklye

We must remember these vtaSims, 
not only on May Day. They gave 
their freedom: we must give them 
our support. The toiling msssee will 
support the tremendous campaigns
waged by the I-L-D, for the free­
dom at ell our political prisoners, 
of the acottotooro boys. Herndon. 
Thaelmann. the Spentoh end Cuban 
victims of reaction. Our tokens of 
solidarity must be backed up by reel 
materiel eld to thaw’ prisoners end 
their famines, in defense funds and 
In the priaosieie* relief work of the 
International Labor Defense.

The necessity of building a strong, 
moss united front organisation at 
defense end relief to the poHhcel 
prisoners comes home to us more 
forcefully, perhaps, on May Day. 
when we feel so keenly the absence

Lrttnr
toor ortsaiw-

United May Day demonstration 
LET US UNITE IN ONE MAY 

DAY DCMOMBTRATIOMl

** Tfal* (eoerel Mrtke of May t. ISSS. 
. . . . . »• usually retarded aa Um Sr at May Day.
help make one Mo cetobraUoa occurred to MS7 aad IMS

of thousands of imprisoned working- 
class fighters from our marching 
ranks, then on any other day.

Join sT«t build the In*—~**->^*>-**1 
Labor Contribute to th*

______ ________________ _____________


