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Call for G—re:ter Action
For Their Freedom
Must Resound

By Anna Damon
Acting National Sec-elary. Internationsl
Labor Defense

Today the nine Scottsboro Negro
boys will have been in jail, under
the shadow of the electric chair, for
four years

By Meconday. April-1, when the
TUnited States Supreme Court is ex-
pected to hand down its decision in

e|the appeals taken by the Intema-
>uonal Labor Defense against death
-\semerm passed on Clarence Norris

- | and Haywood
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Patterson, they will
| have-entered their fifth vear in jail.

The power of world protest or-

'ganized by the 1. L. D. has kept

them from the electric chair of the
official, legal lynchers. and from
the hempen rope and the burning
faggot of the fascist gangs, for these
four years, and it is only this power |
| that can continue to hold off the
| eager hand of the executioner, that |
can force their complete freedom. |

Four years ago these boys were |
arrut.ed at Paint Rock. Ala., and
taken to the town of Scottsboro for |
a

p mock trial conducted to the tune |
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- | only 15 when he

a band that played “There’ll be |
hot time in the old town tonight.”
4 Bitter Years in Jail

Four years ago, these boys were
mere children. The youngest was |
was pulled off that |
freight-train. They were kids on!
the loose, turned out into the world
to look for something to eat, a place |
to sleep—one of them travelling

(Continued on Page 2)
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from the lecture platform, millions

4< Years Of of people from the printed page,
[ how she was forced to lie. She told

jit to the court in the first Deeatur |

Scottsboro trial of the boys, after the Supreme |

| Co.* i reversed the first lynch-ver- |

LY | dicts. :

| Scottsboro, in these four years. has |
| become a call to action, and the de- |
across the country looking for a mand for their freedom a major
clinic he had heard about w‘here‘lslonn in the struggle of the Negro

(Continued frmgl Page 1)

Today, the oldest of these boys, | national liberation.  Scottsboro has
Haywood Patterson and Clarence |become a cry around which white
Norris, have grown into manhood. and Negro have rallled together,
The youngest is 19 years old. They | smashing down the barriers of prej-
have spent four bitter years, years |udice and Jim-Crow set up for their
of youth and energy, rotting in jail. | division and their exploitation.

And today they sit in jail, wait- | The lessons of Scottsboro have
ing for the decision of the United | been impressed deeply into the con-
States Supreme Court, which has |sciousness of the toiling masses of
power to set them free; which | America, and has led them to a

not want to set them free; | conscious struggle for unity of black
which can be forced by the pressure |and white as an indispensable pre-
of the masses to set them free. | requisite for successful struggle
exploitation and repression.
have happened that have centered | Millions of white and black have
around the courthouse where they | joined the Woml;unw lynching,
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