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Spread Strike 
In Auto to Win 
Union Demands

-------- An Editorial ---------

rtE eyes of all workers are 
on tiie automobile indus­
try where the strike move­

ment surges on. The Toledo 
Chevrolet strike, heart of the 
walkout, holds solid. Teqirtft 
thousands of other General 
Motors workers in eleven 
cities are out as a result of 
•trikes and shutdowns. To­
day 10,000 workers in the 
Buick plant, at Flint, Mich., 
are scheduled to join the 
walkout.

The Toledo strikers are to 
be congratulated on the mili­
tant stand they have taken. 
They have rejected the crumbs 
offered them in the General 
Motors compromise plan. 
They have turned down the 
tricky proposal to return to 
work and negotiate after­
wards. They have shown that 
they have learned from the 
bitter experiences of the To­
ledo Auto-Lite strikers last 
year and are refusing to be 
hoodwinked by the A. F. of 
L. top leaders, Dillon, Green 
Jc Co., who are trying to put 
the brakes on the strike 
movement.
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Everything now 
on two factors: holding the 
Toledo lines unbroken, and 
spreading the strike to 
Flint,
The attempt to disrupt the 

Toledo strike from within by 
organizing a company union 
comes on the heels of the secret 
negotiations carried on by As­
sistant Secretary of Labor 
McGrady, A. EL of L. Nation­
al Organizer Dillon and Wil­
liam S. Knudsen of General 
Motors, which gave birth to 
the “brilliant” plan for calling 
off the strike and giving the 
workers nothing but a prom­
ise of future negotiations.

In an Associated Press dis­
patch yesterday Dillon is 
quoted as denying that he 
agreed to any such proposal, 
though previous dispatches 
had quoted him as admitting 
it. Yet the fact remains that 
the whole policy of the A. F. 

, of L. top officials—Dillon’s re­
fusal to “authorize” th e 
strike. Green’ denial in Sat­
urday's press that he would 
call out other United Auto­
mobile Workers locals—tends 
to play into the hands of 
Genera] Motors and to plow 

the soil for such moves as the 
organization of the Toledo 
company onion.

Toledo workers: Guard 
against the attempts to sow 
confusion among you! Be­
ware of tb e government’s arbi­
tration trap and the tricky 
maneuvers of the Dillons and 
Greens, who last year 
shackled you with the Presi­
dent’s settlement and the Au­
tomobile Labor Board! 
Broaden your strike commit­
tee, dean out the company 
agents and negotiate directly 
with the company.

And spread the strike! 
Flint holds the key to the 

future development of the 
strike movement. The work­
ers in this chief stronghold of 
General Motors have it in 
their power to open the door 
to better conditions and union 
recognition for the tens of 
thousands of men and women 
in this slave-driving, open-
shop industry. ._______

Buick workers, STRIKE! 
Workers in all the Big Five 

plans in Flint: Only immedi­
ate strike action will win 
your demands!

Raise demands in every 
General Motors plant and con­
vert the lockouts into strikes!

Members of all United Au­
tomobile Workers locals: You 
voted weeks age for strike 
action, though Green refused 
to heed your wishes. Isn’t 
this the best time to gain 

recognition and decent 
for everybody? 

Why has Father Coughlin 
so silent on this strike 

situation? He speaks to mil­
lions each Sunday, speaks as 
a “friend” of labor and all the 
oppressed—why has he said 
no word in support of the 
strike?

Hie Communist Tarty 
heartily supports the auto 
workers in their struggle. It 
calls on its members in the 
U. A. W. to take the lead in 
the battle for higher wages, 

recognition and other 
The entire labor 

it mast and will rally 
to the aid of the fighting auto
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BULLETS RIDDLE HOMES IN GALLUP
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Starvation Widespread in Illinois

35.000 OUT AS AUTO STRIKE GROWS
FLINT CALLED 
READY TO JOIN 
IN WALKOUT
Toledo Workers Fight 

Attempt to Form 
Scab Union

TOLEDO. Ohio. May 5.—The 
MM onto strikers today flatly re­
jected the proposal of Edward 
McGrady, Assistant Secretary et 

that they re torn to

Franco-Soviet Pact 
A Peace Instrument WIDE PROTEST

Treaty Expresses Will 
to Prevent Outbreak, 

Says Izvestia

McGrady teak hh hat and left 
for Detroit, saying, "AO right 
beys, that’s all I have te offer."

The 
tion is

an hear te go into the factory to­
morrow morning. The Independ­
ent Workers Association, just 
formed, s strikebreaking company 
ontflt. met last night in the 
Chamber of

DETROIT, Mich., May 5 —Strikes 
and shutdowns In General Motors 
plants spread to Involve more than 
33.060 workers today, and Edward 
McGrady, Assistant Secretary of 
Labor, informed Miss Perkins in 
Washington that if a settlement is 
not reached 1364100 workers will be 
on strike or idle by the end of the
"iSeGradV. and Prancls^&UMTf1 

A. F. of L. organiser, returned to 
Detroit today, having failed to 
bring a settlement at Toledo. Fred 
Schwake, in behalf of the Toledo 
strikers, had informed them that; 
their proposal for return to work, 
pending negotiations was rejected 
by the strikers. Dillon and McGrady 
had agreed on the proposal. Pel- ! 
lowing the rejection of the proposal, 
and a growing Indignation against 
him among the strikers. Dillon is 
reported to have issued a denial 
that he proposed return to work.

With the failure of settlement 
attempts In Toledo, a strike of 
16JM Baick workers in Flint to-

rsHMiity. The Bak-fc strike will 
affect so many other plants that 
a general walkout will be a mat­
ter of a few days. l 
The latest plants to be shut down

«v
MOSCOW, May 6.—Tho strength­

ening dt the European peace ap­
paratus by the Franco-Soviet treaty 
signed last week, oomes at a mo­
ment when the war danger is highly 
accentuated in Europe, the Soviet 
government organ. Isvestla, pointed 
out in an editorial today.

It was the necessity of prevent­
ing a European war, Isvestla makes 
clear, that is behind the Soviet 
initiation of the non-aggression 
pacts and that led to the Boivet 
Union s joining the League of Na­
tions. “The U. 8.8. recognising 
that the League may. under present 
circumstances, serve as a certain 
obstacle to the farces striving for 
war, not . only Joined the League but 
undertook, Jointly with France, 
measures to strengthen the League’s 
significance as an impediment to 
the catastrophe of war."

Soviet View of Fact
Distinguishing between Imperial­

ist-offensive alliance and the So­
viet-French pact, Izvestia says:

“The Soviet Union held that 
be the

Pravda Analyzes Role of 
Pact in Relation to 

League Statutes

mr OtMt to to* D»8r WMtar)
MOSCOW, May 6^~R» imme­

diate importance of the Franco-So­
viet agreement is its precise formu­
lation and the strength which it 
gives to the collective security guar­
antees provided for in the statutes 
of the League of Nation,” Pravda, 
the organ of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union, said «oday In 
an article devoted to the pact signed
in Paris Mays.

"Article 10 of the League statutes 
speaks of the obligations of all 
League members to ‘respect and pre­
serve the territorial and wristing po­
litical independence of all League 
members against any foreign ag­
gression.’ Accordingly, Article 1 of 
the Soviet-French agreement states 
that In the event of either of these 
powers being theratened with or en­
dangered by aggression on the part 
of any European power, the U. 8. 8. 
R. and France immediately start 
consultation with the view of actual 
obeenranoe of Article 10 of the

League Statute Previsions 
"Article » of the League statutes

Lumber Men 
Due to Strike

Island Clashes
E_ v

Rally Peasants
75,000 Ready to ^alk Police in Philippines 
Out in Northwest Today 

for Wage Rise h

(Continued on Page Two)

Third Party 
Plan Weighed 
AtCapital

(Utolj Worker Wntotoftos Bar***)
WASHINGTON, May 5. —The 

formation of a new political party 
is under discussion by individual 
members of liberal. Progressive, So­
cialist, Technocrat, Utopian, Fusion 
and Farmer-Labor groups who met 
here yesterday in secret conference 
on a call signed by four members 
of Congress ,

Representatives Thomas R. Amlle 
and George Schneider, Wisconsin 

■esslvm, took the lead in or- 
ing and conducting the con­

ference. They were supported by 
Representatives Ernest Lundeen, 
Minnesota Farmer-Labor, and Vito 
Marcantonk), Independent Repub- 

from New York. Represen­
tatives Knut Hill. Washington Dem­
ocrat and Gerald HoUeau, Wiscon- 

atteaded and en-

8EATTLE, Wash., May 5. — 
Seventy-five thousand lumber work­
ers are due to strike in the north­
west lumber regions tomorrow, as 
an advance walkout of five thousand 
is already in progress in Belling­
ham and other parts.

The Sew Mill and Timber Work­
ers Union which called the strike 
demands a raise in the basic mini­
mum rate from the present 42tt 
cents per hour to 75 cents per hour 
and a 6-hour day, 30-hour week. Ac­
tion for a sympathy walkout of all 
longshoremen handling lumber will 
be decided upon at a meeting of 
the International Longshoremen's 
Association in Portland, Dewey Ben­
nett, secretary of the union de­
clared. , At Bellingham where the 
lumber workers are on strike long­
shoremen walked off immediately.

if*—A! B a. — ..   _ _ . fTT** w UUSQ uuaumuuii* panic* spoae man a ------- ------- /(Co inusd on Page 2)__________ (Ceattoaed — Page Twa) . strwteglc islands, It was confirmed, common platform. | (Continued on Page *) 1 (Continued on Page Two)

Ferret Out and Punish the Perpetrators of the Gallup Outrage!

Baltic States 
Build for War

STOCKHOM, May 8.—The Bal­
tic states—<me of which, Denmark, 
refused to censure Germany’s re­
armament and preparation for war 
against the Soviet Union—are fever­
ishly building their own war ma­
chines. It is revealed here that 
they could place more than five 
hundred fighting planes into battle 
at one time.

In Sweden the general staff has 
a painted demand for a fleet

so Page Two)

Get Order to Shoot 
All Who Resist

MANILA, Philippine Islands, May 
5.—The revolt of the Filipino peas­
ants today continues .to. simmer in 
Balucan and Laguna provinces, de­
spite the fierce drive of the island^ 
police, who have been given or­
ders to shoot all resisting peasants 
on sight Several hundred Filipinos, 
besieged in a hill-cave in Balucan 
province, today were fighting a life 
and death battle against heavily- 
armed constabulary troops. A 
truck driver and two workers were 
killed when a Sakdallsta-led force 
was set upon by a police detach-

Report ‘Near Famine" 
in State Although 

Funds Available
JUST BEFORE KIDNAPING

So unendurable is the burden of 
taxation here and so hateful the 
pretense of Independence offered by 
the new Philippine Commonwealth 
Constitution that Acting Governor 
Hayden has ordered every province 
surrounding Manila patrolled 
through May 14, date of the plebis­
cite on the Constitution. Leaden 
of the Sakdal Party, a “left” re­
formist peasant group, were still 
being hunted today.

Filipino members of the island 
legislature almost unanimously con­
demned and deplored the heroic up­
rising of the oppressed peasants. 
The speaker of the lower chamber 
hypocritically announced that: “The 
loss of lives is deeply regrettable, 
but maybe the tragic occurrences 
will be a blessing In breaking up 
these fanatical movements.”

The Japanese government, dupli­
cating an old tactic of American 
imperialism, had offered aid to the 
uprising In the hope of increasing 
pro-Japanese sentiment and ham- 
pertng Wan Street’s control of these 

' strategic islands, It was confirmed.

(Dsnr w
CHICAGO, May 5.—“Famine con­

ditions" are reported in scores of 
cities throughout Illinois, u relief 
stations continue to be closed down, 
dooming 14)00,000 to starvation.

To meet this situation, the Un­
employed Council of Cook County 
has issued an appeal to the Work­
ers’ Committee to Join in immedi­
ate united front action to rally the 
workers against the terrific on­
slaught of Federal hnd Horner ma­
chines against the unemployed.

The Unemployment Council is 
proposing neighborhood demonstra­
tions in front of relief stations, in 
front of homes of State Senators 
and Representatives and City Aider- 
men, street corner meetings in an 
parts of the city, resolutions de­
manding immediate appropriation 
of money now available in the State 
Treasury for relief purposes, the 
immediate sending of a delegation 
to Springfield, and one united gi­
gantic county-wide demonstration 
to be organised within the next 
forty-eight hours.

the face of the most desperate
_ “.MS’cSZuS

Office has iasoe a statement that a 
poll was being made of the S3 locals 
to ascertain if members want united 
front action.

"Near Famine” Reported
Conditions reported by one capi­

talist paper as “near famine” are 
rapidly spreading In Illinois as the 
Federal government and the Homer 
administration continue its ruthless 
drive to cut relief expenditures. 
With a surplus of $7,500,000 avail­
able in the State Treasury for im­
mediate relief, 81 counties have 
ceased all relief, affecting 500,000.

By May 15 it is expected that 
relief will be stopped In all counties, 
affecting 1,360,000. In Cook County, 
where the sale of county bonds pro­
vided 81,300.000 on April 27, 40,000 
families will exhaust their one 
week’s grocery order each day be­
ginning May 4, until the last of

(Continued on Page 2)

2 Red Flags 
Are Raised 

In Vienna
(Special to to* Daily W*rk*r)

ZURICH, May 5 (By Cable).— 
two red flags were raised over the 
20th district in Vienna yesterday, 
following May Day actions of Com­
munists and Socialists there, it was 
communicated here today.

In the 18th and 10th districts 
Social-Democratic workers distrib­
uted great quantities of leaflets and 
painted the areas with the sign of 
three arrows (symbol of the Aus­
trian Socialist Party). Strong light­
ning demonstrations led by the 
Communist Party in the 15th dis­
trict were followed by an Invasion 
of the police. Eight were arrested. 
In the 8th district there were other 
illegal meetings.

The Swiss city of Lugano had a 
united May First demonstration at 
which speakers of the Socialists and 
Communists parties spoke from a 

platform.

This picture of Robert Minor, with five children of a 
WOrker’z family, was taken several days before the attack 
in Gallup. New Mexico.

Gallup Defense Lawyer Tells 
Funds Needed Gallup Terror
Complicity of Officials 
Cited by Anna Damon, 

Head of L L. D.

The people of the entire United 
States, and especially those who be­
long to trade unions, were called on 
to come immediately to the support 
of the ten Gallup. N. M., miners 
framed on murder charges and fac­
ing the death penalty, in a state­
ment issued yesterday by Anna Da­
mon, acting national secretary, in 
the name of the National Executive 
Committee of the International La­
bor Defense.

"The kidnaping and slugging of 
Robert Minor, chairman of the Na­
tional Gallup Defense Committee 
and one of the most beloved figures 
in the entire American labor move­
ment, and of David Levinson, fa­
mous labor lawysr. at Gallup, ex­
posed before the world the deter-

(Continued on Pago 2)

Levinson Describes the 
Events Which Preceded 

Latest Outrages

The foilswing account of the 
events in Gallup, N. M., and the 
preliminary hearing of the framed 
miners in Santa Fe, was written 
by David Levinson, LL.D. attor­
ney kidnaped with Robert Minor 
a$ Gallup Thursday night, espe­
cially for the Labor Defender, of­
ficial organ of tho IXJX Just be­
fore they were kidnapped. In 
view of tfle developments in the 
situation, tho Labor Defender has 
given the Daily Worker per mis- 
•ion to reprint the article in part. 
—Editor's Note.

GALLUP. N. M—At the 
of the International Labor 
I am here, together with 
Lynch, A. L. Wlrln a

JOBLESS PLAN Prosecutor Shields Kidnapers
Who Beat Minor and Levinson 
As Vigilante Terror Sharpens

W orkers" Leaders Are 
Injured—Story of 

Kidnaping Told

(Continued on

Kidnaping, brutal beating and secret murder of 
organisers and leaden of workers’ organisations 
have now been definitely adopted as methods of 
supprmslng movements for trade irntry* organisa­
tion and defense of framed-up workers.

The slugging, h»ndfrtUUwg and of
Robert Minor and Attorney Levinson is 
directly with the nation-wide onslaught up on 
labors rights gaining impetus throughout the coun- 
UT-4inder the ainpices of big capital and its or- 

i protest from the official 
of the American Federation of Labor and 

the Railway Brotherhoods, although the rights of 
their members are the target of this attack, as 
wan as the Communist Party, 
f *troc*t*e> *** * oentr&1 l*«e

unions in the basic industries, steel, coal and metal 
heavy machinery, oil. tex-

-------------------- ------------------------- AN EDITORIAL
tiles, chemicals—because they are only one feature 
of a general policy of fascist force and organised 
reaction being put into play as the crisis 
more acute, by the main body of the American 
ruling class and its various

The Gallup kidnaping—cynically denied by the 
district attorney and the sheriff—has aroused mass 
resentment all over the country. It was a diract 
outgrowth of the strikes of the Gallup miner* em­
ployed by the Gallup-American Mining company, 
dominated by the Guaranty TYust Company of 
New Yodt Ctty. It was a diract outgrowth of the 

t of the unemployed miners and other work­
er relief.
head of the Gallup Defense Com­

mittee. and Attorney Levinson, militant labor at­
torney. had gone to Gallup to organize the defense 
of 10 miner* members of the United lone

of America, who had been palpably flamed up on 
murder charges as a result of these struggles. 
(Deputies had shot without warning into a demon­
stration of unarmed unemployed workers, killing 
two and injuring an unknown number. As is not 
uncommon, they shot one of their own force In 
the excitement- To cover yp their crimes they 
promptly arrested more than 000 workers and 
charged 43 with murder. Ten of these are held for 
trial.)

These are the established facta. They make the 
Gallup cam dearly a labor ease—a case in which 
every member of retry union and all other workers’ 
oapmMattBM should make his own. R is a clam

It was for these reasons that the Central Com­
mittee of the CP.UZJL, in the Daily Worker for 
Saturday, May * called for a nation-wide 
front defense of Minor, Levinson a^d the ten

defendants—as well as for unity of action of all 
workers against the general campaign of fascist 
reaction now being carried on with ever increasing 
intensity against the Communist Party and the 
whole labor movement.

s. That the C. F. had not overestimated the nature 
of the reactionary drive is shown by the fact that 
on May First Robert Wood, district secretary of the 
International Labor Defense in B. inning ham, Ala., 
was kidnapped, beaten and thrown to a creek and 
told to get out of town. On April 3* National 
Organiser Renfrew, of the American Workers Union 
(an organisation of unemployed), and Orga:.jt- r 
Burnley of the Communist Party in Tenses City, 
were kidnaped and raids were made on the 
of workers active in the union. Previews so

in the sharpening dam struggle in

(Continued on Pago 2) [

CROTON ON HUDSON, N. Y, 
May 9.—Lydia Gibson Minor, wife 
of Robert Minor, kidnaped in 
Gallup, N. M., beaten and taft in 
the Arizona desert Friday, sent the 
following telegram to Attorney 
General Cummiran, Senator Bron­
son. Cuttng and Governor Clyde 
Tug ley of New Mexco yesterday:

ported cry of frame-up on 
part of authorities in Gallup plainly 
attempts to conceal truth and pro­
tect those who beat and kidnaped 
unarmed defenders of labor Minor 
and Levinson. Now it la plain tor 
world to see that ten GaUup de­
fenders, were faced with terrorism 
under cover of supposed obscurity. 
Demand Federal investigation and 
punishment of instigators.

“LYDIA GIBSON MINOR”

GALLUP, N. M.. May 5.—Un­
bridled lynch terror by masked 
gangs in high-powered automobiles 
swept through the working clam sec­
tions last night tn renewed outrages 
perpetrated by the hired thugs of 
the Gamereo (Gallup-American 
Coal Co.).

Armed vigilante gangs riding in 
two automobfiw riddled the homes 
of two workers with a hail of bul­
lets last night. Riding past the ser­
vice station of Joe Melaaovltch. at 
the east edge of the town, they fired 
a hail of bullets into the living quar­
ters of the family. Flying through 
the town on their night ride of ter­
ror. they repeated their perform­
ance at the home of John Tomacs. 
Tomacs was one of the defendants 
released after the first hearings fol­
lowing the mass arrests of 600 work­
ers.

Meanwhile, the kidnaping of Rob­
ert Minor and David Levinson “is a 
closed incident” Assistant District 
Attorney C. R. McIntosh told the 
two victims of the Gallup-American 
Coal Co. hired thugs in their hos­
pital room. Melntoeh arrived here 
from Santa Fe, ostenaflily to conduct 
an investigation into the outrage.

Return te Gallup
Minor, veteran Communist leader, 

and Levinson. International Labor 
Defense attorney, returned to Gal­
lup yesterdiv after forcing Governor 
Clyde Tingley to guarantee them po- 
live protection following their kid­
naping early Thursday night by 
masked vigilantes who slugged and 
battered them unconscious, dumped 
them in the desert and left them to 
die. The two leaden in the defense

(Continued en Page 8)

More Protests 
On Kidnaping

Workers’ organizations and lib­
eral groups continued pouring a 
flood of protests on Pr.-sident Roose­
velt and Gov. Clyde Tingley of New

exioo, yesterday, denouncing the 
brutal assault on Robert Minor and 
David Levinson, who were kidnaped 
by hooded vigilantes early Thurs­
day night in Gallup, New Mexico.

At San Diego, Calif ., A. L. Wlrln. 
American Civil Liberties Union at­
torney. telephoned a protest to Gov. 
Tingley, and announced his Inten­
tion of proceeding immediately to 
Gallup to aid Levinson, Interna­
tional Labor Defense attorney, in 
the defense of ten miners held on 
a framed-up murder chars* j

Wire Prom Lydia

of the L
wired protests
acting national secretary of 
UD.; John Nicholas Seffel. 
and publicist; Kyle

of the staff of 
taself a native of 

Maxwell 8. Stewart, of The 
Nation: Henry Hart, novutirt; Harry 
Block, editor for Covtcl-Frieds; 
Herman Miehelaon. of the 
Masses; John Chamberlain. 
Canon, Emar
Bow*, editor of the Uvtag 
Mary Kelly and Uhlan M

(Continued o» Pose
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Bullets Riddle 
Gallup Homes

(Cmdimud fr*m P«#« D

of fsaaoctH* Cmliam srorfem wj* 
eacofVti bf suMsat—rd they <ft>-

Thf ttdniiptns is a Melosad Inci- 
KU District AUornoy C. 
toM the tiro victims of

“McIntosh shootod at Minor, “You 
an a jod-damned liar” vfcen Minor 
rwjuestad ths Sheriffs Stenographer 
who tree present to record ths fact 
that McIntosh had winked at an 
Associated Press reporter, OBsson 
P. Wjikier of Santa Pi, while Minor 
was giving the details at the kid* 
naplnc at himself and Lerlnsoa. 
“The kidnapers have nothing to fe*r 
from yoa,” Minor retorted.

Mclhtosh questions were clearly 
aMctec towira protection ox ine 
kidnapers and baiting of the wound­
ed rtethna—a process he also used 
in questioning Mrs. Julia Bartol, 
who ftost reported the juinapir.r 
Minor denounced this process as re- 
semblinc prosecution and cross-ex­
amination rather than an inquiry 
aimed at locati 
ths guilty.

Minor, demanding that his 
meals be recorded by the Monog­
rapher, declared that anyone who 
wishes to protect ths kidnapers 
would proceed exactly as McIntosh 
was doing, that evidence of the kid­
naping god brutal beating of him­
self and Levinson was too dear for 
denial, and that it was also evident 
that McIntosh was visiting ths hos­
pital on behalf at the interests of 
tha

The actions of the District At­
torney’s office during the reign of 
terror since the murder of Velarue

HTpfg . of 
Sheriff M. R. Carmichael by his 
deputies showed. Minor declared, 
that no confidence could be placed 
in these officials. '

McIntosh then declared the *in- 
vestigatton" dosed

It Baer Paints tram lajwies 
Shortly after noon, Minor and 

Levinson moved back to the Frea 
Harvey Hotel here, where during 
the trip up the stain Minor fainted 
as a result at the exertion and his 
critical condition. He had lust been 

to his 4eet after sitting 
on the steps with the re- 
‘1 gueas I’m not as well as 

I thought.” He was carried to his 
bed and given medical attention. 
He is now resting more easily.

Attempts made by defense com­
mittee members to reach Police 
Chief pressley of Gallup by phone 
immediately after the crime failed 
completely.

Attorney General Patton and 
Governor Ttngley took the position 
the}- had no assurance a kidnap­
ing had .really occurred, and could 
net act until receipt of information 
from local authorities at Gallup. 
Although Deputy Boggess, prosecu­
tion witness against tan local work­
ers held in a mass murder frame- 
up. and Acting Sheriff Dee Roberts 
were present in the Harvey Hold 
lobby both before and after the 
abduction, neither officer took any 
action.

Clues found la Santa Pe Plaza 
by members of the defense com­
mittee, reportere , and a local 
photographer, Mullarky, were ig­
nored by Investigator Martin.

Mrs. Barlal Cros* Questioned
Meanwhile, the quc&Uoning of 

Mrs. Bartel, who could have told 
sssehtial facts in five minutes, de­
veloped into a three-hour cross- 
examination of the woman whottad 
not slept all night, and over re­
peated protests from the defense 
committee at the indefensible delay 
in initiating a systematic search for 
the kidnap can, abducted men and 
guilty parties.

Get Death Threat
After they were kidnaped before 

the eyes of Mrs. Bartol Minor and 
Levinson were both beaten into in­
sensibility and rushed forty miles 
north, past ths Oallup-American 
Coal Company mines. Dumped in 
the desert, bleeding profusely, they 
were again beaten over ths head, 
kicked in the groin, and on the 
shins. Burlap bags were then tied 
over their heads, and they were 
knocked down and kicked whenever 
they tried to rise. The vigilantes 
then left them with the parting 
warning, “Get out and stay out. 
If you come back we will kill you.”

Abandoned in the desert In an icy 
rain, both realised they bad to 
plough through heavy mud in an 
effort to find shelter or they would 
likely die of pneumonia. The black-

3 of the night and their weak- 
from loss of blood hindered 

their progress. They fell often, hut 
finally reached an abandoned Na­
vajo hut at dawn, rested and con­
tinued, later finding a second un­
inhabited hut around 10 o'clock in 
the morning. There they built a 
fire, warmed up and rested.

Gallup Defense 
Funds Needed

(Continued from Page 1)

mlneMnn of the government ai New 
Mexico. UnkeB with the Rockefeller 
interests, to railroad .to th**1* dnath 
these ten miners, with the intention 

struggles of ths 
!ts of America, of 
and of all trade 

in Southwest,” ths state-

! “The cynical Statement# of ths au­
thorities at Gallup, who pretend to 
be mystified' by the kidnaping of 
Minor and Levinson, and have even 
charged, that It is a ‘frame-up.’ are 
only further proof of their com­
plicity. • r* '

“The hand of President Roosevelt 
himself is seen in this frame-up, 
through the activities of his Secre­
tary Of Labor. Prances Perkins. Who 
has ordered the Immediate deporta­
tion of more than 100 Gallup miners 
to fascist Yugoslavia and to Mexico, 
among them ten vital defense wit­
nesses, three at whom were arrested 
In the courtroom itself during ths 
preliminary hearings

• This tenor must be answered 
with the reset powerful defense 
movwnffit, involving every D. M. W.
A. local, every trade umon in the 
country, and the people of the coun­
try as a whole, who view with grow­
ing resentment the fascist moves to 
deprive there of their remaining ves­
tiges at civil rights, to save these 
ten miners from the legal lynching 
that is being prepared for them.

F itnds Necdtod
“Undoubtedly ths tremendous 

country-wide protest saved the lilfes 
of Minor and Levinson. They are 
not safe yet. They Are in Gallup, 
where they hare been rejoined by 
Attorney A. L. Wiria, continuing 
their Work of preparing the defense 
ef the ten framed men. interrupted 
by their kidnaping. Only a rising 
storm of protest will safeguard them 
and make their defense work ef­
fective. Governor Clyde Tingley at 
Santa PS, N. M.. must be flooded 
with demands for their protection, 
for an end to the terror, for the 
unconditional freedom of those ar­
rested Secretary of Labor Perkins 
must hear ths voices of millions de- 
mandlng an end to her part in the 
frame-up, an end to her deportation 
terror against the foreign-bom.

“The biggest mass campaign will 
be necessary to save these ten fight­
ers in Gallup. Thousands of dollars 
will be needed to defeat the at­
tempt* of the mining companies and 
their fascist vigilantes, the govern­
ment of New Mexico, and nances 
Perkins, Secretary of Labor in 
Roosevelt's cabinet, to murder there 
ten men. Solidarity must be ex­
pressed In mass action and material 
help. r ■ •

Send funds to save three ten lives 
to the Gallup Defense Committee of 
the International Labor Defense, 
Room 610, 00 East 11th Street, New 
York city.”

Starting out again, they shortly 
afterward discovered a Navajo set 
tlement, where a Navajo Indian ex- 
serviceman- cared for them and 
trucked them to the Indian Bureau 

■ at Tohatchl.
commented mi the feet 

that although many persons were 
in the Santa P* Plata at the time 
of the attack, no one responded to 
their shout* for help. \- 

Niek Fontecchio United Mine 
Workers of America leader and dis­
trict secretary, today refused to co­
opers* with the defense committee 
to secure protaetioo for attorneys 
and members of the defense coin, 
ml Wee and to aid the defense of 
the framed-up merebers of the 
union. Invited to confer with mem- 
ben of the defense committee, he 
replied he “did not care to have 
anything to do with three matters.”

luii* w»iae> WMhiresw 
WASHINGTON. May I 

seal District Attorney
Pe, New Mexico to 

on Saturday, saying he 
is now investigating the beating 

of Robert Miner and

Vito
Now York) who

Baltic States 
Build for War

(Continued from Page 1)

of high-speed bombing planes. Fin­
land boasts the large** Mr force 
in Northern Europe. She is cred­
ited with at least 160 quickly avail­
able planes, Including twenty-flv* 
torpedo-carrying machines. Finland 
builds most of her own planes, and 
has a highly organized military six 
system. Sweden, it is now esti­
mated, has from 'eighty to ninety 

ready, exclusive of training 
ships. ,

Sweden's new cruiser, the Goth­
land, Is equipped with catapult fa­
cilities for eight modern airplane 
fighters, and in the matter of win­
ter aviation, air gunnery, army and 
navy observation training, Sweden 
now it credited with an important 
position.

Denmark has approximately 36 
modern machines and two balloons. 
Norway Is estimated to have approx­
imately 40 army and 25 navy air- 
planes ready for immediate use. 
Sweden, Norway and Denmark all 
have Socialist • controlled govern-

Ferret Out, Punish Perpetrators of Gallup Outrage!
------------------------------- AN BD'lTOaiAt

(Continued from Pago 1)

the United States, Bob Reed and other leader? of 
the Arkansas Share Croppers Union had been kid­
naped and beaten. The entire Urt of sued attsrta
lz much longer.

The sadistic agent* of the employers of New 
Mexico are by no means alone.

A new strike ware is developing against failing 
wages and rising prices in spite of all the venal 
A. F. of L. bureaucrats can do to Mop it. Strikes 
are Increasing in the fare of decreasing production. 
It is clear that there is going to be widespread and 
resolute resistance by the rank and fils of the 
labor movement against the new km level of IMrig 
decreed by the Roosevelt Administration thoough 
its $12 per week relief worker* wage and its an­
nouncement that this Is intended to force woMcers 
off relief roils and into such jobs as they can get 
at any wage the employer cares to pay.

The spraed of the autd parts strike against the 
wishes and maneuvers of the A. F. of L. leaden, 
in .spite of the eejMery of th* cunning MeOredy, 
Assistant Secretary of Labor, who in panic an­
nounces that if not ssttisd it will soon involve 
some 125,000 workers, a whole series at strikes in 
Isas important industries, are all evidence of the 
growing hatred of workers for ths NILA, and their 
distrust ef its reactionary supporters at the head 
of the A. F. of I* / ^

Where treachery and cajolery fail the capitallzU 
and their government, force will be used. The 
American working class and it* organizations need 
to prepare now in the moM rapid but'syAMBatio 
way for mass organization against and ths most 
militant resistance to a more vicious camptign 
against their civil rights. The right to organise is 
already challenged, me speech, free aseemblage, 
and free proes art all under attack. The vigilante 
bands attempt to make defense of class war prison­
ers impossible. This was their purpose in Gallup. 
In other place* they try to make any kind of work.

Our tasks are {data.
The Immense publicity given the Gallup ease 

it possible to build rapidly a national 
, Mr defense gf the ten framed-up work- 

res. This has to be done with all possible speed. 
We must take the utmost advantage of the fart 
that the ruling Mass in New 
the fighting spent of Minor, 
of Levinson, the mUUank labqg attorney, of the 
workers of the Southwest, of t|M working class and 
its allies in the rest of the spunky, that they 
underestimated the whole situation in the United 
States and finally, thaj, they qpdenittmatod the 
strength and influence of the C. P., its organizing 
and fighting capacity.

* . Support the Gallup miners. Support the Inter­
national Labor Defense—the shield of til working 
chug. Fight for tbe'riffit to organ!* and strike, 

.tor Ml civil right*. Raaire every attack on the 
unions. Support and defend trie Communist Party. 
Build a mighty defense movement on a nation-wide 
scale. Form action committees for defense in all 
workers’ organizations. e »

Organise, fight and defeat the new drive of 
fascist reaetten launched by monopoly capital. It* 
Wafi Street agents, ifo organizations and its gor-

Tbe Gallup atrocittaa have been thrown in our 
tooes. They art part of a whole aretes of such 
brutal acts. Our answer should be that the tn— 
has come to call a hah, to organise to detect and 

the perpetrator* ef them eatragas. tat the 
on their peymaMars, arouse the Amre- 
edass to aueh a pitch of anger and 

determination as to make further attacks of this 
kind impossible. The entire labor movement is in 
danger and the way out is mass organization and 
miss struggle for ovary democratic fight, unity of 
all worktrs against fascist reaction.

These an the lessons of |

35,000 Out 
In Auto Strike

(ConHttuod from Pago 1)

are the Baltimore Chevrolet, with 
1,500 workers, and Buffalo Chevro­
let and Fisher Body, with 1,300 
workers. Workers in all plants shut 
down were called upon to turn the 
lockouts Into a strike, elect a strike 
committee and picket. This has 
been the action in most cases thus 
far. Workers in twenty plants In as 
many cities are now affected.

Company Union Effort
TOLEDO, Ohio, May 8-—At­

tempts by ager..s at General Motors 
to solicit members among the strik­
ers for a company union to be 
composed of those who are willing 
to scab was met with prompt ac­
tion by the strikers yesterday.

Roy Northrop, reported as leader 
in the apUt move, was given * re­
vere beating when he appeared 

strikers with a petition. 
Pickets were placed around the 
house of Fred fieiger. Who, It was 
learned, was president of this com­
pany-controlled organization, given 
the name Independent Workers As­
sociation. The petition for the scabs 
declared readiness to accept the 
five per cent increase offer of the 
General Motors. ;

Robert E. Passage president of 
the Flint, Mich.. Central Labor 
Council and International officer of 
the truckmen, reported to the strik­
ers that the Buick workers of Flint 
will come out on strike Monday 
morning, and promised the full 
support of the truckmen to

with a lockout, the workers should 
call a aseeiiiig hmedistety. de­
clare a strike, elect a strike eam- 
mliter and draw up their own 
demands. The following demands 
have been advanced by the Chev­
rolet strikers la Toledo:

Recognition ef the United Auto­
mobile Workers Union; 71

a five cent Increase on all 
jobs; abolition at SMOd-np and 
all department committees to have 
voice In retiming jobs; seniority 
rights, pay every Friday, seven 
and one-half hour day; five day 
week and time and a half for 
overtime.

More Protests 
On Kidnaping

(Continued from Page 1)

Parley Weighs 
A Third Party

(Continued from Pago 1)

dorse d the proposal for a new party. 
Former Senator Smith W. Brook- 
hart, Iowa Independent Republican, 
put in a brief appearance.

of New Mexico, the following tele­
gram: ,

“My husband, Robert Minor, with 
David Levinson, reported kidnaped ! 
from Gallup. Also reported action
being deliberately delayed. I and .° w^*d

Communist Party representatives 
were excluded. So were spokesmen 
of all Negro organizations, regard­
less of political affiliation.

Unwilling to face the issue of 
forming a real Labor Party built 
on the immediate demands of trade 
union and mass organizations of 
the workers and farmers, the con­
ference found Itself up in the air. 
It decided to hold another con­
ference. in the Middle West at some 
unspecified time. It adopted a res­
olution covering this decision and 
named the four Congressmen who 
called this one aa a continuing 
committee.

J. E. McDonald of Chicago, rep­
resenting Unity Committees of rail-

being deliberately delayed, 
all decent Americans piotest out­
rage disgracing New Mexico and 
demand immediate investigation, 
expose and punishment of kidnap 
group and Instigators.”

“My husband went down to Gal­
lup. N. M. to defend people who 
demanded only their civil rights. 
I think the kidnaping of my hus­
band and Robert Minor is an out­
rage against the people of the 
United States.

“It sounds like Hitler Germany, 
where thugs are sent out to kidnap 

stop I and Imprison any one who
shipments of scab products. He re­
ported that the truckmen are al­
ready picketing at Flint, refusing to 
haul scab shipments.

More flying squads are volunteer- President Roosevelt and Gov. Tlng-
‘ — I * ley*

his voice in protest against oppres­
sion. The same fascist tactics are 
now .being used in New Mexico. 

Mrs. Levinson sen* telegrams to

ing to go to Muncle, Ind., and pre­
vent the plant there from starting 
to operate. Edward Lamb, local la­
bor attorney, in a letter volunteered 
his services to the strikers.

The Taledo Chevrolet strikers 
called apon locals ef the United 
Aatomobile Workers Federal 
Union to join the present move­
ment for a strike againal General 
Motors, to force wage increases 
and recognition of the anion.

Speedy action should be taken, 
and in all eases where General 

to forestall a strike

In his telegram to Gtov. Tingley, 
John Nicholas Beffel stated:

“As a writer and descendant of 
Santa Pe Trail pioneers. I protest 
against kidnaping and beating of 
Minor and Levinson. Urge that you 
send personal representative to in­
vestigate and that ycat fully pro­
tect both men while they aid Gallup 
prisoner' defense under the consti­
tutional lights. Press dispatches 
reflect unfavorably upon local au­
thorities. Action by you is needed 
to clear State’s name.”

to have presented a plan for a La 
bor party built exclusively around 
immediate demands and based 
squarely upon trade unions, farm, 
professional and other working 
people’s organizations, Negro and 
white, and with participation by all 
labor groups.

Workers Bill Proposed
Representative Marcantonio pro­

posed, it is reported, that the (Lun- 
deen) Workers Unemployment and 
Social Insurance Bill, H. R. 3627, be 
adopted as a platform plank. He 
said he would support a new party 
“if you mean business ”

Representative Lundeen also is 
said to have made a forthright ap­
peal for a labor party. He was 
quoted as saying, “This labor party 
must grow from the grass roots, 
from the people, the man behind the 
plow and the man in the factory.”

These declarations reveal a cleav­
age in the sponsoring group behind 
the coVarence. Lundeen and Max- 
can tonlo told the Daily Worker they 
favor inclusion of all labor groups 
especially rank and file trade union, 
farm. Socialist and Communist or­
ganizations.

According to reports, the Tech­
nocrats and Utopian Society speak­
ers ran away with the meeting. 
They rapidly pushed aside Labor 
Party suggestions. It was said.

Lawyer Tells 
Gallup Terror

(Continuod from Pago 1)

Augur, local counsel, to act in be­
half of the accused. The Otvll Lib­
erties Union has this tor fully co­
operated with the IXD. in this case.

2 Deportations
Add to-this pandemonium U. S. 

immigration officials frentiedly 
an dty and night, and con­

tinuously Tor three week* question- 
ing hundred* of the wretched and 
terrorised- Mexican workers who 
were brought hire some yean ago 
at the be best of the various mining 
Interests of that immense region 
caned, “The Southwest,” in order 
to develop the country and now 
unemployed and unwanted.

The Hand ef Gamerco T 
\ Hortor and terror let loose ’with 
unrestrained fury. *

And why?
Behind Ml this lies the policy of 

the OaUyp-American Coal Com­
pany operating the “Gameroo” coal 
mine to keep its workers in sub­
jection and to prevent effective 
unionization and 1 collective bar­
gaining.” Also, and more immedi- 
stelv connected with the situation, 
is State Senator Vogel, owner of 
a second-hand furniture store and 
recently convicted protector of 
proetitutioh in the vice-infested 
little coal -town, Gallup.

About a. year ago, la the spring 
of 1C34. through an arrangement 
with the Icoel company, he took

were fired and Bher.ff Carmichael 
fell dead. Deputy Sheriff Roberta, 
in Isettfjlnf. iftittii that. Yalerde 
and Esquibei, the dead workers 
(whom Roberts admits he killed 
with revolver shots) were the ones 
who shot Sheriff Carmichael. This 
the defense does not admit; but 

testimony makes ovr***" that 
not a single other person in ths 
crowd in ths tUey, that Is, not a 
single one of all the 48 defendants 
in this case, actually shot or is 
accused or sii>p<ct*d of shooting 
the sheriff.

But at this juncture, the prosecu­
tion brings out an ancient Riotous 
Assemblage” law passed in 1Z54. 
while New Mexico was still but a 
territory and not known to have 
been used in the time of some of 
the oldest inhabitants of New 
Mexico.

This law provides that in the 
event of the killing of an officer, 
ss the result of a “riotous assem- 
blags” not only the person who kids 
but all persons present and part of i 
the assemblage inay be guilty of 
murder of the first degree.

But not a single arrest, not ths [ 
slightest step taken with a view to 
Investigate the guilt of Sheriff Dee 
Roberts, the person who admittedly 
killed the two workers.

Hunger Rile 
In Illinois

(Continuod from Pago 1)

105.006 families on direct relief use 
op the week's grocery order. Sinew 
April 37 new applicant* for relief 
who normally number 400 to MO 
daily have igien turned away with­
out even a food order. All rent* 
gas, light and cloth .ng orders 
stopped since April 27, 50.000 fami­
nes on work relief too*, 
week’s pay on April 26.

The deportation activities of the 
U. 8. Immigration officials both in 
Sante Pe and at Gallup rise to the 
proportion of a huge scandal as 
well as a denial of justice.

Defense counsel, consisting of 
Clarence Lynch, A. L. Wirin and 
myself sent a telegram of pretest
to Madam Perkins, Secretary of____ _ _ ^______ _____ __ __

over certam right* in a section of 00 **• To d*t* P® Democrats refuse to appropriate one
Gallup called Chihuahuita. whatsoever has been received; and c.nt for relief, while the Re-

For many years these Mexican “nc* that date ten^ more valuable publicans vote against sales tax but
miner* had lived on this very land. q<?uf*. ,“?**•_**, Pwn offer no alternative, secretary Fed

- ----- ‘ reseed in lurtner deportation pro-

Evictlons are spreading.
Ing to on* report last week, 54 evic­
tions took place in the South Side 
Negro section. Gas and light have 
been cut off by landlords refusing 
to wait for rent payment. Neigh­
borhood grocers are being pressed 
for credit by families whose food 
orders were wiped out in short order 
by mounting prices. Prvat* chari­
ties are turning away scores of fam­
ilies dally.

The capitalist press reports “radi- 
cal demons era: ions” - m Rockford* 
LaSalle and Williarmon Counties. 
The 'Bllnots Workers Alliance is 
picketing government buildings and 
relief stations in Springfield.

The Communist P -ty in a state­
ment issued Saturday declares that 
present conditions are the remit of 
a conspiracy between. State, Federal 
and big butifies* to ffiake Illinois 
spearhead of offensive against al­
ready miserable living conditions in 
every State. Determined to put 
through f per cent sale* tax. the

Many had: come long before 1912 
when the territory of New Mexico 
became a! state. They had. In 
many caett, built houses on the 
land with their own hands.

When Senator Vogel stepped into 
the situation, he immediately be­
gan making demands for exorbi­
tantly high “rentals” for the land. 
Regsrdiea* of the desperate condi­
tion at the; workers, due to the more 
than five* years of “depression,’’ 
the Senator threatened with evic­
tion from the land th se who re­
fused or were unable to pay the 
rent.

The Eviction Ffcht
A number of them caees had been 

fought in the courts and the evic­
tions delayed. But in regard to 
the case of Victor Campoe, Sena­
tor Vogel was apparently deter­
mined to get results. On April S, 
Campos was actually evicted.

But that same night a large 
number of men and women gath­
ered together and put Campos' 
furniture back into the house.

Immediately a warrant was is­
sued for the arrest of Ebsignio 
Navarro, a militant leader of the 
National Miners Union in the coal 
strike at Gallup in 1933. Together 
with Navarro ware arrested Cam­
pos snd a woman named Mrs. La- 
vato.

The hearing arae scheduled for 
the morning of Thursday, April 4, 
and instead of in the regular court, 
was held In his Insurance office on 
Coal Avenue, near Third Street.

On several previous occasions in­
volving workers, the general pub­
lic was admitted. This time, how­
ever, though about 75 or 100 
people collected, none was allowed 
tp enter.
fact that, after a very short time, 
the crowd saw Navarro, a well- 
liked and trusted leader of the 
workers, being taken out of Justice 
of tiie Peace (“Judge”) Bickers 
office the back way.

No information was given the 
waiting crowd what the result of 
the hearing was, nor why the sher­
iff and his men were taking Na­
varro out the back way. This nst-

c coding:
W# should ag embrace this op­

portunity net only to organize a 
mighty protest to S ' ^ irv of La­
bor Perkins, to hold all deporta- 
tldn proceedings in abeyance until 
this trial is over, but should unite 
in a common effort to free these 
ten men of such terrible, serious 
and absolutely unfounded accu­
sations.

Pravda Writes 
On Pact Role

ermtkm of Labor Soderstrom sup­
ports sMss tax. Republicans and 
Democrats both hailed announce­
ment of the IE.R.C. that all relief 
fsmiHm with exespltaa of those 
applying in last six months will be 
stricken from rolls and forced to 
reapply and sign new pauper af­
fidavits. The methods that will be 
used are indicated tfi the Chicago 
Tribune report of May 4: 'The new 
statements will be checked against 
the did ones, some of which data 
back three years. It was predicted 
at the meeting that clients who 
originally gave false information 
wtt thus entrap themselves in re-

(Contmuod from Page 1)

pertains to a dispute arising between 
two or more powers, capable of 
leading to a break. In such an 
event the dispute has to be sub­
mitted for solution to the League 
Council. Should, however, the 
League Council fail to reach a 
unanimous decision, each power 
may, according to paragraph 7 of 
the said article, act at its own dis­
cretion, that is, ‘lawfully’ resort to 
war.

“Thia is one defect of the se­
curity system, the need for elim­
ination of which Litvlnoff pointed 
out when the U. 8. 8. R. joined the 
League. The Franco-Soviet treaty 
of May 2 fills the gap by establish­
ing the mutual obligation of imme­
diate Md and support to either of 
the powers subjected to aggression

Franco-Soviet 
Pact for Peace

(Continued from Pigi II

work of diplomatic efforts such as 
the old military alliances, which are 
an expression of the aspiration to 
strike a smashing blow at a sup­
posed enemy with the greatest pos- 
siol9 speed.

“Entering the jLeagfie. the So­
viet Union aimed at Strengthening 
peace through strengthening the 
League. As the best wiy toward that 
goal the Soviet Union adopted a 
system of regional pacts embracing 
groups erf countries in given geo­
graphical territories with their cen­
ters of war danger. Regional pacts, 

under the above indicated clrcum- obligating all signatories to hasten
mutual Md in the event of the 
agreement being violated by on* of

stances.
“Article 3 of ttMF Franco-Soviet

treaty has in view ths event of one ; the signatories’ must create equal 
Added to this was the0* the said powers being subjected security for Ml signs lories.” 

to sudden attack by some third pow­
er. Article 16 of the League of Na­
tions statutes says that in such an

Returning to the role of th* 
League, Izvestia continues;.

“The strengthening of security in

the violator of
“Inasmuch, however, as these pro­

posals of the League Council are not

crowd and fear for Navarros Article 3 direct for
safety and thereupon some of the jj, 3 Q r IS
£1®*^ v.Mked around the corner of an(j support each other in accord-

a nee with Article 16 of the League 
statutes. This obligation remains 
valid even if the League Council for 
some reason reaches no decision.”

Third and Coal Avenue and down 
into the alley at the rear of Bick­
ers office.

The Fatal Shootings
According to the prosection. 

Sheriff Carmichael and Deputy 
Sheriff IT “Dee” Robert* and the de­
fendant, Navarro walked east- 
wardly up th* alley for about 40 or 
50 feet, when suddenly two shots

event the state resorting to war ’is several historically-emerged centers 
regarded as having committed an1 of danger by means of regional 
aggressive act against all other pacts would result in these pacta 
League members,’ who are obliged being linked into one general pact, 
to participate in sanctions against and would thereby render the

League more effective.’’
The Eastern Locarno Pact having 

been rejected by Germany and Po­
land. the Soviet Union, “without 
abandoning the struggle tar the 
regional Eastern Pact, was compelled 
to choose another path, namely that 
at mutual aid agreements.”

The Soviet-French pact is in 
entire keeping with the pence 

the 'ovists' ixvestis

You can earn expenses and 
mere by joining the fast growing 
numbers cf Daily Worker sellers: 
Apply or write to the Daily 
Worker. 35 E. 12th St., New York.

Some Lessons of the Rank and File Seamen’s Struggle in Philadelphia

peuey of

By R. B. HUDSON 
jr A series of ship strikes, a coast- 
wide demand for the removal of the 
West Coast top leadership, Ml show 
a growing rank and file movement 
Inside the International Seamens 
Union. Recent expsrtsnoss la the 
port of Ptulsdelphia prove the cor­
rectness of the slogans put forward, 
such as “Force all companies to 
sign the agreement and recognize 
the UB.U.; for a mass recruiting 
campaign and 100 per cent unioni- 
aation; for union control of hiring; 
for rank and file control and $ mili­
tant program ef setton”; as a basis 
for the development of a mass rank 
and file movement in the Interna­
tional Seamens Union.

A abort time ago the crew of a 
ship struck in Philadelphia to force 
recognition of the UB.U. and signing 
of the agreement. This was the 
first ship strike in the Bart in a 
period of four or fire months, and 
the first strurole initiated by the 
seamen here through the In terns- 
tlonM Seamens Union since the 
mergsr of the M.WXU. with it. 
At that ttme we said that the strike 
marked the end of a period of de­
cline in the strike struggles.

of the IJB.U. that only UB.U. mem­
bers had a “voice in the strike,” 
they answered “you cant keep us 
out because this is a strike at all 
seamen." The strikebreaking tac­
tics of the District Committee met 
with mass indignation.

T%g-' mass movement literally 
swept the seamen, headed by mili­
tants, into control of the locM, de­
feated efforts to break the strike 
and carried it through to a suc­
cessful conclusion.

Since then the movement which 
developed in Philadelphia and a 
number of small strikes and strug­
gles which took place in Philadel­
phia and the Gulf, all prove the 

of opinion. In ths 
and Gulf especially, the or­

ganization of partial struggles and 
Individual strikes for union reoog* 
nltton. slgiilng of the agreement 
and against grievances are the key 
to farther stimulating the growth 
cf the International fjaamnni Union 

Dally; and the rank and file movement, la 
preparation for major struggles 

The strike aroused

most of whom wage unorgan - 
loM by the top leaders

took no action in the

■A

This action developed a mass sen­
timent for organisation and a cam­
paign to force all non-union com­
panies to recognize the Iff.U. and 
sign the agreement. Although ini­
tiated by militant UB.U. members, 
the unorganized literally coined the 
slogan: “Make Philly a Union Port."

This is important because while 
there has been a growth of the 
IJB.U. in recent months, many sea­
men have entered the 1B.U. reluc­
tantly, either feeling that they were 
bring forced to, as a result of the 
tactics of the offirtM*. or else skep- 
ticM of their ability to carry on a 
fight for a rank and file program. 
Thousands of seamen are still un­
organised. Ho reM spirit of union­
ism has been aroused—but Phila­
delphia shows that it is beginning 
to develop and that it is possible 
to initiate a mass recruiting cam­
paign which win lead to lOCr- union 
ixafton of the seamen 
rhows hews ws that a 
teg campaign Is dependent upen the 
growth *f a rank nad file movement 
In the LA.U. end the telttotiea ef

Centre! af Hiring
The left wing forces put forward 

the slogan. “Union control of hir­
ing" Practically overnight the over­
whelming majority of the 
assst ef
were united behind this demand. A 
rank and file was elected

to control the hiring and conduct 
the campaign, and a boycott was 
declared. Twenty-four hour picket 
lines made thia boycott effective and 
nearly all shipowners were forced 
to hire their crews out of the union 
hall Here again we see the tre­
mendous rallying power of the slo­
gan “control of hiring,” which was 
the center of the fight in BMUmore 
and the West Coast.

These actions brought the mem­
bership of the IB.U. into sharp 
conflict with the district leadership 
of the In terns tlonM Union, who 
were exposed and defeated on the 
following issues:

District Committee Defeated
1) They were caught open- 

handed attempting to provide
and break the strike.

2) The minutes of the District 
Committee calling for the re­
moval of all local officials were 
rejected and condemned.

3) The Philadelphia Branch 
unanimously adopted a motion 
cMling for the removal of the 
entire district leadership.

4) When the District Committee 
attempted arbitrarily to take over 
the local they were met with a 
solid united front of the seamen, 
and the District Committee was 
forced to leave the union head­
quarters.
Appearing as open strikebreakers 

and union-smashers, the District 
officials, with the aid of the police, 
then took over the union hall by 
force, outlawed democracy and es­
tablished a police protected dicta­
torship and Um affective fight tor 

at

movement they will resort to more 
open reactionary and fascist meas­
ures.

This sharply raises the question: 
What are ws going to do when ths 
masses are solidly behind a rank 
and file program and the fakers 
resort to fascist measures in order 
to rsstabiisb their grip on the 
unions and prevent them from be­
coming instruments in the hands of 
the masses by destroying trade 
union democracy and smashing the 
rank and file movement?

How was the situation reacted to 
In Philadelphia? For a period the 
work was disorganized a* a result 
of the arrests. In %ae meantime 
the seamen were without a definite 
program. The step* that finally 
were taken were:

Steps Taken
1—Plans were formed, but no 

Immediate steps were taken, to 
mobilize support in other ports 
and in the Philadelphia A. F. at 
L. to force the reinstatement of 
the officials and restoration of 
democracy.

2 —A belated leaflet appeared 
which lacked any specific pro-

• must see that while re­
actionary official* will often resort 
to various maneuvers and left 
tiomaeogy to defeat the nidi and 
file, we can also expect that with 
th* growth of the rank and file

3.—Preliminary steps were taken 
to initiate legal proceedings.

4—In order to prevent an anti­
union sentiment from developing 
we immediately urged the seamen 
not to stay away from ins union 
hall. '•

These steps failed to help the 
workers maintain ths boycott on 
the shipping sharks snd immedi­
ately initiate a struggle *g»*"*» the 
actions at ths officials. On ths con­
trary th* afflctalB smashed the boy­
cott and discontinued all »«»***«»» 
meetings and other aetivtiss which 
would have involved the 

What steps should have 
taken? The key to the situation

fought the left wing movement, join 
with us In the fight against the 
reactionary policies of the top lead­
ers. Possibly an agreement could 
have been arrived at with them, 
but certainly if this was impossible 
then the rank and file group, in­
dependent of them, should hare 
come forward with a program. How­
ever, our stand left us in a posi­
tion where we, because we were 
opposed to the actions of the Dis­
trict Committee, waited for the 
ousted minor officials to speak and 
bring a program to the seamen.

These mistakes were made largely 
because it was felt that the joint 
possession of the union hail by the 
top officials and police placed them 
in control of the “union.;* It was 
forgotten that the union is the mem­
bers, the seamen—a ho were car­
rying on a successful flgnt for union 
control, who time and again had 
rejected and repudiated the top of­
ficials, who were united behind the 
rank and file program and stood 
solidly as one man behind the locM 
leadership.

Such mistakes naturally weak­
ened th« fight, but steps have been 
taken to correct them and the cam­
paign against the decisions and ac­
tions of the District Committee is 
gaining support of ever wider sec­
tions of the IJB.U. A large number 
of ship crews in the Bast have 
adopted resolutions in support of 
ths Philadelphia Branch of th* I. 
8. U., crews from the West Coast 
have sent protest telegrams to the 
District Committee bad the Beattie 
Branch of th* L 8. U. has adoped 

This shows v* are still influenced a resolution endorsing the stand 
by past tendencies to see every A. of the Philadelphia seamen and 
P. of L. official as a “faker” and by condemning the District Commit- 
failure to understand that with the tee. In every port and Branch of 
fight for trade union unity and the; the L 8. U. resatations must be 
growth of ths rank and file move-, adopted demanding that a Coart 
meat we fffB see many honest A. rank and file committee be elected 
F. ef L. members and lower fune- to invertigate the whole Philadel- 
tionaries, who formerly opposed and [ phis situation.

spite of th* fact that the mass ef 
seamen were barred from the union 
ball which was in the hands ef the 
police and the top leaders of the 
I.S.U. This could have been done 
by immediately calling a meeting, 
working out a plan of action, elect­
ing the necessary committees and 
securing another headquarters if 
necessary. Such action would have 
meant in reality continuing the ac­
tivities of the Union in order to 
maintain control of hiring, keep 
the seamen together in an organised 
body, and from this position also 
conduct an organised struggle, espe­
cially appealing to other ports and 
the trade union movement generally, 
for support in regaining possession 
of th* union property and the re­
pudiation of the actions and deci­
sions of the District Committee.

The left wing forces hesitated and 
failed to take such action. Why? 
lv—They thought this would leave 
them open to charges of “splitting 
the union”: 3.—Such actions would 
require that the militants take the 
initiative which . would “expose’’ 
them and lead to expulsions later 
on; 3—The whole fight centered 
around the removal at the local of­
ficials who on some issues openly 
criticized the District Committee 
and had participated Is, or at least 
failed to oppose, aftfamy taken 
by the membership of the Branch 
and which were largely initiated by 
the rank and file group made no 
serious efforts to approach and at­
tempt to work out some sort of 
joint program with there minor of-

"The agreement is not 
against the peace interests of any 
particular third power. It is not a 
case of a mere juridical fart nor of 
an agreement,formally and legally 
not closing the door to other powers. 
Its signlfteance as a pesos docu­
ment is deeper.

Prisass Aggressor Toward Peace
•'OUgating two great powers to 

mutual aid in the event of attack, 
this agreement should convince any 
power pursuing an aggreuive policy 
that the hopes of disuniting peaces 
ful powers are poor, that the ag­
gressor will meet with united re­
sistance. If those countries where 
aggressive tendencies have become 
menacing and predominant under­
stand this significance of. th# 
Franco-Soviet freement. the sMd 
agreement will help them to turn 
to the path of peace.

“The agreement, therefore, la 
not a diplomatic document to bo 
kept In an Iron safe until an or­

tho powers to another. It la ths 
of the poiitieal'rep- 

t of t w e conn trie* 
for peace and will bo 
of the constant inter­

play of the joint strigfto . for A 
poseo. The active pertiM in thto 
straggle shonld he net only both

parties
French and the Soviet 
There to ne doobt for a, 
that 
tatty
the straggle for p<-ar<'

“ft to clear," Isvestia 
“that diplomatic 
dtptemacy are net dsatolve faetera 
In history. They are merely Me

id to net directed at! 
tag any country.

‘The task 
French and Bevlet public 
to fight for thto


