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,It a publicist starts thh the as-
sertion that his writings are “ahove
: classes and class struggle” we can
fake it ‘dr certain that he;is, develo-
- ing a ‘new apologia for capltahsm
Tbe 'Technocrats are no different.
st they  ‘“proved” that the
cause et unemployment is the ma-
“chine, not capltahsm According to
: them that gave them a purely sci-
entiflc (technologxcal) approach,
_tree frond. “economics and politics”.
 'Having thus disarmed their audi-
"e ce’ they now proceed . to lead
into the arms of the boss class.
Their _roaess of thought is a clas-
- sic of bourgeois logic.
" - Marx, almost 100 years ago, poin-
ted ‘out that the development of
o Lapltahsm was making the capital-
Vt;; non-essentlal to soc1ety, in fact
they {were becommg ‘harmful by
’ ‘their” contmued existense; because
they blocked further’ progress. In
the: 'eanlv days of. capitalism the
owners ot industry were wvery - es-
; sennal because they were the or-
. gamzexs and leaders of the produc-
/ txve) process. To—day they are pure
parasnes ‘They ar'e ientiers, that is

nothmx useful but have vast in-
omes purely by clipping ‘the in-
ést. ‘and dividemd coupons from
their bonds. and stocks. They are
fable t67do this because the workers

’as we ‘have already shown in the'

hrst article ‘produce .surplus value,
'Mnch -capitalists acquire through
- ‘ownership -of. the industries repre-
'»sented in ' the stocks and bonds
‘3‘Thus thp .class of capitalists are

today useless to production, and. are’

a deblt to eocxety as a whole.

“‘WORKERS 'NOT ESSENTIAL".

But” Howard Scott and his Tech-
nocrats “prove” the exact opposite.
e do ne. find one word about the
nessentlalness of:the capitalists
but ‘we “find’ an elaborate theory
rove that the. workers are non.
ntial Iu thexr oftlclal statement

_in the’ morning. They
e from Iyyeafh'erk, the hide

coupon clippers—~people who do’

Technocratxc Logl.u
Theory of Ene‘

of cow that ate grasa o pre-
vide the heat to'warm hér body
and the energy to chew yete
more grass,” The grass itself,
received by way of the ch|orq—
phyll in its biades, energy from.
the sun. Rémoved from the
cow’s back the hlde ‘was' tanned,
put mto a car " built’ of stee!‘
smelted by ‘heat energy nnd
transported: over  a.-raiiroad:.
using stéam or eleetr'c enerqy.‘
It arrived at a factory and with
machines driven by olectrlc or
ateam energy, was. mado Into
shoes. When you e 'your
breakfast, consider the soum‘b
of your bacon and. eggs, con-
sider your newspaper, how It
was made and what it was
made of, consider the street car’
. or automobile in whvch yOu go"'
to work, how .they ' were m i

-~ of what they were mad o
how they do their work. EVE-
RYWHERE - ENERGY THE'
SOURCE, THE ONE AND, ON
LY SOURCE of life, is qpplied
to matter, and-behold *the‘,_w‘,on-
der is apparent. il

" All of this sounds very learned and

very new. It is neither. The worker

will néver becomie mon-esséntial to

industry, The capitalist is alréady
‘pou-essential, If -you  read - Scoit’s

descriptlou of the productlve pro--
you cannot find . anywhere‘

cess,
mentlen of the existence of & work-
r.. He speaks, in ‘mystic. tones a-
bout “energy” which when “aplied.
to matter” bring about production.
He has. overlooked one iniportant

tactor—who does the applying? Cer- |

tainly it is clear that,: machines,
railroads, bacon of themselves do
not produce themselves. His ovet-
looking that factor is not accidental
—it is necessary for his theory of

tp:ovmg the" non - essentlalness ot‘ '

the worker 8.

scoTT NEVER READ MA' X

Had Scott read Marx, he vrouid ;
| have found in volume one

Capltal a untence 1ea’

Jt s a clear a8 nooi- 'that‘

"(man by hh iu(lustrv- han gs -

b

%!

the foxms ot the matermls tur- .
ulshed by Naturé;! in’ euch a
! [way as-to make them useful to.
him.. | :
This truth IS the key to the gues-
tion. Water power has significance
ONLY AFTER: MAN WITH HIS
LABOR HAS HARNFSSLD IT. All
the blllions and trllhone of any
measme ot energy going | over

cess. unless’ man-has laboxed -and
created the means of its utilization.
JAll the energy contemed 4An’ the

and metals underground and in the
vegetatxon on the: ‘surface has no
sxgmficau(,e An’ modern productlou
except if labor powe1 48 apphed to

procese %

AUTOMATIC ENERGY. AND -
; CLASS R'ELATIONS

| No ma,tter how automatlc maclu—
nery ‘hecomes, labor will be neces
sary.. for. its’ mamtenauee, for its
replacement, and mr its -proper

control. . I machmexy, howevm,

By SAM DARCY

. ‘SO(,la,llSt society, it will not a

the premmce ‘at Nlagara “Falls is
| meaningless for ‘the productive pro-

‘wood of- th4e forest, m ‘the mmera,ls:

make 1t umlzable m the produ('tweu

becomes lughly automatlc under a’

]abor but.will emancmate man.fr
labor.- It wx]l make man maste 0

nery increases overproduuﬁzon ‘A
creates unempleyment The eom-
petition on the world ‘market then

forces the-various ca.ptallst gr oups“

to undersell each other For ‘thig
purpose they cut “ages
houvxs and thereby .
greater slave to the maclune Our:

probiem is not in the field of nat—:

ural energy Thlb is'a more or less
settled factor. Our problem hes in

“fthe relatlons betwen- ‘men: and men
in human 1elat10ns, in the. econo~j
mics and politics of lee, which: de-
termines ' 'what the: effect ‘of “the

technologlcal changes shall be:

FAlL TO: CONSIDER CLASS"
RELATIONS

Becase the Technocrats do not un-

ln Next Week’

anal lnstallment
»-;fnex'r WEEK!

ErET 'Thre‘e' Systems of Exchanges:
‘ “CAPITALIST “DOLLAR"
TECHNOCRATIC (Capitalist) “ERG”
COMMUNIST “NEEDS"

READ

‘THE F ALLACY OF TECHNOCRACY
‘ ARTICLE 3 — By /SAM DARCY
“Western Worker
SUBSCRlBE ‘NOW'

,dymg etdge, imperialism.

mcrease
make ‘man a’

M‘a.kes“ Labor Not Capltahsts Non- Essentlal To Productlon —_ The
-'Lenin’s Explanahon of Technological Decay — Technocra_cy
‘ rays ‘the Engmeers —_ Capltallsm Has a Dream. S

‘ dersmnd this the) have produced

eir, fellauous theor of ‘energy in
P Od.“lctiftOll,_d.lld EI‘th‘,el perverted or
ompletely oniitted: the factors of
‘clags relatxone Consulel for ex-
*ample the faets- they give about
the suppressmn of inventions by
'blg wrporatwns 'I‘hey flo ‘not re-
}alme that this hasits source in the
"development of capitalism into its
';m‘onopely stage: which is - -also in 1ts
They at-
{tribute’ this- condition therefore to
‘the ~ fact.~that “some’ corporations
have Feached ‘a stage of complete

) ‘meéchanization.”
‘then under a $ocialist society there
‘Would also be’stagnation. in tech-
‘nology" wheén industry reaches tire
-same degree “of “complete mecha-
‘nization’ that capltahst 1ndustxy
,had reaohed Yet we know’that is
not 50."The Sovxet Unlon not only
mkes over every inventlon 1t can
“from capxtajxsm but strives w1th
euely im ce to advance inventing
~t0 the: Vth degree ‘What then causes
. technoleglcal ‘stagnation under: cap-
llem" Lenm answels

‘However, like all monopoly,
s capltahst monopoly (im-
perialism) mfalllbly gwes rise
to a tendency ‘to stagnation and
decay n proportlon as the mo-
~nopoly pmces become ~fixed,
even though'it* be temporarlly, -
o the. stimilus to all progress
tends to disappear; and so also
rises the economlc possibilty
of siowmg down techn cal prog-
ress. F‘or mstance, in. America, .
a. certam M Owens invents a
machine mtended to revolution-
ize the manufacture of bottles.
i TheGéerman bottle manufactur-
f; ing trust buys the patent from -
Mr, Owens and: kecps it in its
‘strong rooms, thus hpldmg up
its utlhzatlon. Certamly mono- .
- poly under capttal!sm can ne-
ver completely ‘and for a long
ttme set aside compctntlon on
a wor‘ld ‘markét. Certam!y the
pOaSlblhty of dxmmlshmg the |

mg proflts by mtroducmg tech-

3

“Were ‘this  true

nosts of productlon and mcreas‘ 3

RACY

nical 1‘mpcjovements is .an _in-
fluence  in ‘the diirection of
change. Even so the tendency
to stagnation and corruption '
" which is,‘characteristic of mo-
nopoly continues to make itself
feit, and in certain spheres of
‘production, in certain count-
ries, for certam periods of time,
‘it takes the upper hand. ‘
(!mperlallsm,k Last stage of Ca-
pitalism) L

TECH NOCRACY 1S BETRAYAL

_Scott & Co don't 1ke this con-
clusion because it inevitably means
the destruction-.of capitalism
its
lishment of a
for the engineere, the chemists, the
physicists, ietc.{the solution lies in

Commumet way out, in freeing their
talents from. the strifling hand of a
dying capitaliigt “order. To the en-
gineers  and other technicians,
Technocracy is a betrayal, since it

enemies;  the -capitalist class.
We have; dlready sdid that Tech-

nation of the crisis without refer-
ence to class relatioms. It is for
this® pulpoee that they quietly

ry-is approaching ‘close ‘to zero”
It is also for this purpose that they
worked out their theory of “electric
dollar” or “erg measureme_nt’f as a
measurment. of value and as a so-
lution to the crisis.

Stich - a solutlon has the appear-
ance nf bemg purely scientitic, pe

measurement of value in
cha,nge of commodltles, and there-
by eliminates-the role of 1ab0r time
also iu exchanoe : Its scientific
chalacter is or cou)se false—it - ig

"capltal‘st 1de.allsm whieh -can. find
no eommlt 111_ the ‘materialist re-
alities: of lite, whlch feels its 1ife
| ebbing: knO\W At 1s losmg in - its

and dfeams of a :world without a
\YO!‘killg class. ¢

point in this issue buf will'conclude’
in the next, whexe we examine the
‘| question- of exchange-»l,dltox)

in |
imperialist stage and the estdbw‘
‘social society. Thus‘

sphere of Marxist economics, in the |

leads them into the camp of their)

nocracy has ‘for its role, an expla-

“bumped off'’the entire’ wmkmgr.'
classy by yhe simple . process of
declarm,, that rhelr role m mdust-

cause it leaves out labor-time the|

the ex:|

the 1eaet10nary utopxau dream of |

battle: against the working clags|

(We a,re*f,ereed to's't'op at this |-




