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Birmingham, Alabama, May 25 [1896].— Eugene V. Debs, 
President of the American Railway Union, said last night:

I will state for the public print that I will not serve for public 

office. I have a fixed conception of a public office and I do not 

care to hold one. Politics and labor are two different institutions 

and I will not give up labor for politics. The two don’t go well to-

gether and I believe I am of more use to labor. No, I will not go 

into politics, and will not accept the nomination for President.1

1

1 An attempt was made by left wing elements in the People’s Party to boost the 

candidacy of Debs for President. According to the Chicago Tribune a Central E.V. 

Debs Club was formed in Chicago on May 20, 1896, with future 1920 Vice Presi-

dential nominee Seymour Stedman elected as president of the new organization.
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