
 

 

 
“Until We Have Swept the Country” : 

An Open Letter to Local Branches of the SDP 
(November 20, 1898) 

 
Marquette, Mich., Nov. 20, 1898 

 
Comrades:— 

The recent election had gratifying results for us, but these results are 
of permanent value to our cause only to the extent that we follow them up 
with renewed vigor and determination. Each branch should at once prepare 
for the work of the future. In this work each member should enlist with 
heart and hand. There is not a moment to be lost. Henceforth we are in the 
field to press our claims and advocate our principles in municipal, state, 
and national campaigns until we have swept the country and the cause of 
socialism in triumphant. 

The National Headquarters of our party should have its resources 
strengthened in order that organizers may be placed in the field and the 
work of propaganda pressed with all possible vigor. The admission fees of 
new members and quarterly dues should therefore be promptly remitted, 
and the returns should be full and complete. 

Besides this, a thorough canvass should be made for subscribers to the 
Social Democratic Herald. Each branch should appoint an agent and each 
member should assist in securing subscribers. Let this work be taken in 
hand at once and our subscription enlarged, so that in the near future the 
size of our paper can be increased to meet the growing demands of the 
organization. 

Comrades, action only will determine your interest in our cause. 
Words, promises, professions will not do. The time to act is now, and you, 
each of you, is expected to do his duty. Will there be any who fail to re-
spond? 
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