March 3, 1971
Toronto

Dear John

I am addressing this and other letters to u for 1 mmediate attnetlion

They could as well go to John Steele but then he is there only half the tim
and I dont want them waiting around., Yeu will recall last experience--Long
after I had sent material such as the Passos book review I returned to find
them still sitting around in Coral's file. As you knew she is overwhelmed
with work, I think I tnld you that one day in discussing with that former
American comrade who is working with her that last month we were still
processing changed from last October on our most urgent of all effrots
Labor Challenge. Experience tells us that Coral will never complain

And 50 I am leving space between some of the items so that you could if you
thought necessary separate them and hand them to varlous persons to
act upon.

Czech trlals, I am a little late on this, Ernest handed me the enclosed
letter a couple of days ago. But I misunderstood him. I though that he had
sent 1t to you and this wae a copy for me. I agree we need an action on thi
I am enclosing the latest from the London Times. Really impartant developme
Unfor tunately I do not have Rouge here, But a few days ago they carrlied an
excel lent actlon, They'moved in and with about 25 comrades occupled the
Czech embassy in Parias, for about 25 minutes . They held a press econference
in there. I suppose they informed the E?eae as they were already in the
embassy. They had signs prepared which they hung outside announcing

thel~ occupation....an appeal for the release of owr comrades on @zech
territory., As you can see our comradesare only being accused of having
l1deas, Emest's letter doesn't suggest any particular action., The English

had a picket line--very limited, But i, my opinion the occupation idea id

not at all a bod one--in fact a good action, I doubt that we could get anyt
outside of our farces for any actionwao tﬁ%g 1s quite sensational, What cou

ut« Wo co announce at the very beginning
%E&tp%%%°8c%8ﬁ§§E%H fgc &? %ﬁiy°zo minutes. This cautions the Czecg staff,
We have a prepared statement, Thed place of course is Ottawa, I do not
gee why we could not carry it off with say a carload of comrades going up [
Toronto==including such leading comrades as you Jacqule or Jos, At anyrate
I think we should move on somepproject right away, I am all in favor of th
Ottawa occupation apeaking from across the ocean, This would have to be
organized on the QT---contacting Ottawa on private telephone booths both
vays~=-whth the closest security.

Send the clipﬁing right away after copylng to Interncontinental. I am sure
they have nothing as late or as detailed as this,

I spent last weekend wlth the Pan%s. They are having trouble gettine their
Chinese translated into English, The only comrade in Hong Kong who is
capable i3 apparently i1ll. There is another comrade--in Toronto. You know h
as Jerry Liang. I think hls real name is Chow. Hkmid We used to send him mat
121 to a box at Bloor and Young PO. We have a new address, It is on a card
among the other address cards that John S has, Yust marked Jerry L, It is
possible he 13 in the phone book under Chow. At anyrate it would be very pgo

--it i3 even necessary that he translate somemterial for us, --for Pi-lan.
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She wlll be sending over a copy. And there will be another article

ready in a month from Peng--his contrilbution to the discussion on LS

As things now stand there is no way of their contributing in the di scussion
with out Jerry's aid. Pat M knowse him well. At anyratel leave it to you to
get someone on thias to whom Jerry will respond in appositive way. You dont
need to tell him about the Peng article--just the Pi-lan one now. You shoulc
send me the post office box address so that when he agrees I could have
Pi-lan write direct to him., But i1f I am not mistaken she agreed to send the
copy of the article right away to 334 so you would have it in hand, If it
does not come within aweek we should proceed to make the connection without

the article,

It would be good L1f you would send me the name and address of the German
comrade who we recruited in Kitchener-W_tleroo and who returned to Germany
last year. He was a tall blond steelworker i1f you recall. I cannot remembe
elther his first or last name., When I was here {ast he gave me a new addres
and I am sure that you will find it among the subacribers of LC,

I would appeciate it if you would also obtain me Lols Bedard's address.
They have moved to a street called Emmett I think, This should at long
last be on our contact list. Incidently when I loast spoke to her she
told me she was not mmimxm getting anything, I think we fixed the contact
list--but what about LC sub list.

A passing thought. I think that it was a mistake not to run one of the
photos of the Red Europe conference with my article on the United States of
Europe., It would tend to be interpreted here in Europe that we thought litt
of an action which they thought a great deal of. I think that it 1t import
that in the next issue we carry Tabata's press release on the arrest of
Unity movement people along with one of the photos we have of ‘him--we took
some when he spoke at our internal at 1 Cumberland., But perhaps there are :
others around.

|
J
"

I see Tgny made the Black conference in Toronto., I never saw him although |
probablyr got the bréchire that I put on his desk in NY, I do not see that
need to'do aything as the YS or Leagus but it would be very good if this
Bdack mgpvement sent aletter of protest against the arrestsof the Unity
Movemen people. and even took some action at the SA trade commission, T!
Church {{s being taken over the coals too I see, It would be good if this
new gromp took a SA solidarity action as soon asppossible, What is Jose's
status ﬂ(rin t 18 movement, If they cannot or will not do it what about
Jose! umiversity group. Of course Jose will agree but it will have to be
ﬂollﬂﬁzdfthrough. The "pmemxriscmem British preasbhas picked up the attacks o
the Unfity movement, It would be delseable that something come o ff and of
coursay desireable that it get somemb icity--if only in our press;

EQW W 2" we have switched from that $100 that the center rook it upon itse
gdcﬂlll dues to the statutory basia of 1?6 of our duss I think we shéuld ¢
sldet what we actually can pay into the center, I think that the next PC
meetidpg should find our way clear to pay in say $25 a month with the
Suggeg gtion that we intend to find our way clear to paying more when it is
Posslfftle, I think that we are hard put not to pay at least that amount.
~-whieo ¢h I think we can handle, Let me know your decision. I think we shoul
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act on this matter right away.

I assume - that Coral is now sending the dues to Gisela on a regular monthl
basis. Yes, Gisela told me she had made a mistake is saylng that I had
turned over only 300 and not what I said-$400, She has probably told you
this, I was in-to see Peng last weekend and I gave them $50 on our behal
I think that I can gandle that amount out of my pay so it is only am
amtter of noting that we have given them another 50 on the account.
I would like to know how their account stands now, I take it that you
have it recorded that I gave them $100 when I was over here last October
out of the money that the south loaned us.

How do we intend to handle the intermatiomal a?peal for funds for the
Bengal affair. ? Thisis dmwhsmiiemx Joe Hanasen's idea of how to handle
money for internatianal work, I think that I pointed ocut to you that the
$L00 that we gave Gisela last fall in the belief that it was a gemeral
once a year project turned out on her books as a special campaipgn for
Eastern Europe workers states work. Absurd. However I think we should
make modest efforts to meet what apparently are going to be appeals from
time to time, We can do this in I think relatively harmless effortless wz
Why wouldn't we say for instance in this case have forums across the cour
on the Indian situation. It is now much in the news and we would get a g¢
attendance. At these forums we could have a chairman or secondary speakex
say a few words about t 1s work of our Bengali comrades (there is a good
vuew with ona of the comrades in a recent Militant,., --and take up a colle
--not a big appeal. If only 20 or 30 dollars was raised it would be a goc
gesture, think that this is the way we should handle t isBletter==senc
a letter %o all branches to hold xkxix one of their regualr forums on.
India this month and take up a collection for the Bengall comredes. dx
xhrwt If we agfee on-thls we should get the &etter out rightaway and get
the money in and sent over here. I have got Ylsela's agreement that we
will handle this on a Erogress reporting basls so everyone can see who i:
in the International. If the Italian dont pay up shortly they are not goi
to |be a qualified section...so the whole thing can have some beneift

for the movement. And this is an effrotless way for us to respond,

Other campalgns depdending on their significance we could handle by sppre:
siqcific people who we know and who might be interested and thereby takl:
thetheat of f the movement as such., Let me know what you think of this

I havent read the last issue of the pager yat nor the minutes and
cofrespondence that you have sent--but 1f I close off now I think I will
still make the mail

comradsly

Ross
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missed the mail so 1 came home, had supper, read the latest issmeof
1ebor chollenge and all the pc correppondence. And here goes;
A verygood issue., The Laxer interview is & reml scoop. Scmetime
you should tell me how we g.t it--how John 4id., How we opened Laxer up
to it in the light of past experiences our NDP comrades heve becn hoving
in the weffle both in Toronto and Edmonton. He answers well. A litle
bull-shit orou.d the metter of union influence but other wise very
a2ood. what did he have to ary about our press and our movemcnt--Iwould
be intere:sted in knowing=-ond whet repercussions 4id the publuecrtion
heve in wafzle ecircles. The front page is nlso excellent--I feel embarr:. 4
obout objecting t2 "uebec Left "Recovers" iz Angus! article on the
abcrtion action is posivitvely xmpksz rhapsodic. fOne more thing on
the Laxer interview. Now that we have broken some ice why not take a iry
nt some other intervievws. 38y that fellow who is herding the Johnson,
inthey allory strike—I scece he didn't speak at the forum thoguh==Dbut
perhaps .:logn would be 8g good. we could try to think of some othcrs
v.: could interview. Healy's press has been heving interviews with some of
snglany's top tride union brass,

There is resnlly only one article that I question. And incidently vhy
didn*'t 1 e present it as & guest contribution in order to protect his job
his NDP stoetus ete., I think we should have had & discussion on the PC
about the Acadian question. Not =20 much that I guestion Terry's line
and I do,but primar ily becouse I lmow little or nothing ab.ut this
question. In what sense is thete a feeling of national identity--noting
that tine past secretary of the N-tional Society of Acadians(I 4o not know
the aignificrnce of this organization)and Robicheud are -iesiszneted os
ell-outs in the nriticle. Do they have any identity os a peonles with the
Juebee strursrle or have they bgen stimulated by it? vhot sibstnotial cvid
ence do wo have of a sense of pational identity in recent ti es, I know
in a rough way the kxatory of their treatment by the British. Terry moes
pretty strong in the paragraph at the top of the tiris column=--but wenk
on evidence, When I first rerd it I was so cwhat stopned by & scetion
in the second column-second sentence under the subhead, "The wealmess
ig t ot it cannot lead to much higher woges sinee the profits ..."

I put a cirecle around profits and scrubbled "since the decisiovn to  Lucrts
there whexe somevhat removed from the moin market arens is based to

some conslderable degree that it will be more profitable becaurec of its
boikng & lowvr wrge area, " A better formnlation becauie otherwise you hove
Terry enuncisting some iron rule of wrges—-you just cont get decent ones
conce the bosies wont and cant pay tem —-juct thrt he ridiculen in the
next columm wlhen reporting on the St John building tredes no strike
pledge., There are several others small points——I dont tjink thet this is
the firct time thot the NDP elected en MIA in NS—--at lenst [IDP-CCPR--cout
irnore the CCUF--ofter all there hes only becn perhaps twa e'cellons since
the IIDP took over from the CCPF. I think thet it is necessnry to open up

¢ bit of & discussion in the movement on the Acedirng--beforc some
conrades consider Terry's position to b our position,..which I auestion,
Dont Imow anything but -hat I read in LC but question thet the Iigchencr
~rticle should be so hard on the union officials-—perhaps it wrs neces ar
to tolko t e wor.rs boek in such a situntion on the basis of no reonrisrls.
——from herec it loaks to me that it may well heve becn the union that

took recourse to wildecat--even leed it to stop & union buasting 2z-urlt.
But I dont know——only question and I think you sh-ould to EKitchecner.

It vru sood to sce that the Militent improved on our report on the dronn
ing of the chorpes sgoinst Mahon and others—-they had us protesting

the militrry occupation of Quebec—LC had us flaunting an outdated elicte
rol 1low,  How 4id this hoppen, 1 s-e on poge thr e bottonm ~rticle Dick

io ecarvying that line—wer messures act to block upsurse~zlighlly modifie
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to read "development of eny organized movement in supnort of the Fr»
Jepnends, 1 thinit t at it wrs bolster pourassa and his gong who sOw,
that whot happening to Lenerte could happen to us=-Trudeau moved in to stop
this, Of course Dick's new formuletion is better and perhaps almost corv.
cet vut I do not know of any substnatisl evidence that an orranized move
ient wen developing. Good te see he wrltes=-"¢ gsecond more fundamental
purpose=—=" T would acuestios t ¢ adjcctive ;"the development of Maasive
political oprosition to tie trials...”" ¥ e opposition is developing

ut I would like to haeor now thet tiey have been released whot kind of
rcoponse they have had wit. ma:s mectings, I would think we sh ald diserss
Dick's other statemcnt "The bourgeolsice’s unanimity sugpgests a highly
developed consensus that the repression of Quebec is the price of continucd
cepitalist rule in Caneda." I think in my last letter I mentioned some
comments on this question I mede &t the LieGill me-ting., e should discencs
tuis cometime. I thinlk thiat Trudeau and Narchandreaction is not the consi
dcred opinion of the Corn~rdian bourgeoisle or consensus., They dont want to
cive enything but can I think give plenty-—the dynamics of the process is
tr ir worvy. Shuld we on y v prge 6 artiecle on the 9 citics call the
refusing hoopitalo "French lengunage™ Viourdn't it better be Catholic
church dominrted? Good to see tie Quebec NDP convention note--couvlqd be
adlded that t e mood behind giving way to t e PQ is one of profound defeat
in the 0l4 NDP circles. The 10 votes are 2 bit of a dssapointment--so

it is an exhructed almont completely exhouscted operation, llope you get

the contact box the next issue Did Art or lfontreal genrally say fnything
0b ut the laat article on the Quebec NDP +ffle etecete., Di apointin~ to
see Jose not on the tenporary steering committee of the lNational ¥leek
Action Committee. I would lLe interested in hesring what the comrirdes t in
the future holds for this movement., And how wos the Malecolm X mecting

thit evening. VWhat does Jose have to say. I see everything is cleoring T
for 24Anril to be the day. Inecidently I hope we can glve some ctlention to
Jore, You lknow the poaper hac never cone out-—aven the auertcrly baczsis os
we had asgre.d. He can be very important to us but you have to hold onto
him. Have you t ought to phone Art to have a bit of a talk with- him—
cbout the personal problems we lmow of., A valueable man and feels laolricd

i tfcsggv??gﬂtall t ot correspondence going out to the broneh o that wao
have not yet fixed that typewriter which puts up t ¢ quotetion mrris, 1
got.cr fro. thet t.at Coral haon't had our new typewritcr fixed--the o
and some other le .er, Con we help her solve this==loys of repeir suys in
the vhone book I would think., Worth heving o visit with threce on the hunmer
Re=Feb 14 FC enlarged aoinutes, Collemn hoo te Quebec defence decision
vwrong, Dick has it right in lost Paregrpeh page one of his letter—-it
should be corrected, We should also send out the final oked version of t e
cntional comu. tleeconstitution, I would like & copy t. show _rncst.tnly
on¢ t.ing wrong. I dont like the letter on the Comasi.n of wnquiry.
“hat has happened to Flerre Berton. to t e Law Union and whrt Leo Johson
©5 ging to do for us. Did it ell peter out--or has Helmust tossed t e
whole thing on the leogue,- ITf that was so—-—all petered out I would have re
*hourht t.e whole idea, The last peragrapgz page 2 "It is not proposed
here thot KW will remain the centercf t e commission,”" But thet is just
wh: t I would have proposed, There has to be & center and a centrnl comu
iguion to corry a thing like t .is., The Toronto sponsor stoanding out in is
1 tion Gus—==is a&bsurd. Ve have to treat Gue better. I hope that it is
just & lack of lnformotion on my party. I hope that we can center it
in on I ond a strong commission composed of the Law Union, Berton end ot
sthers lile him, I am somewhot sceptical othicrwise. I hope we can have a
real re-think of t is if L road this letter send out ober tie adiressof

K LﬁﬁdfﬁstEQ°iEt5§ﬁﬁigﬁﬁaaﬁﬁ cirﬁsgglgévcral others matiters—-will
vrirvte ogoin shortly at length. Ross



