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March 6y 1971
Bruxellss

New York
Dear Joe and Barry

lellish weather we have been having here, It i1s usually a matter
of 1little concern shkirx but without central heating there is nothing
you are more conscious of . ‘We had about 4 inches of snow last ni%ht
but it has been cold and damp for over a week solid despite Gisela's
assurances that it will only be amtter of a couple of days, And it
is 1ittle better at the office shan it 1s at the apartment which
hardly seems worthwhile heating for one person even when you have cut
off two of the rooms,

I havent heard from you about the first article I sent on the
British labor front, Well this morning I sent another=-a follow-up
and a lenfthy 10 pages of cogy of diverse interesting little tidbits
on the British scene., The union article can easily be cut if you feel
it necessary--but as you can see blg developments , As for the 10 pag
perhasp per EB they can be scattered around a bit, Harry maybe able
to dress up those letters to the editor of The Times, and women's
liberation could use a couple perhaps

Good little item about Connie. She and Alan phoned over yesterda
The.. ?7? for the Enviponment capitaluated and they have the square
This weekend the IMG NC iz being held. Under normal circuidstances this
would have been the very time to go but this NC is going to be in a
turmoll over "the Canadians™ and the sltuation ks s0 tense that 1t is
inevitable that I would get drafged into it in the worst possible way
So I told C and A that in my opinion I should not go--they agreed

ApKarently they are out for a showdown with Tong Gorton and Soci
Women. At the tureau meeting of the 2nd as usual we were suddnely fac
with a follo of materials as we were supposed to be discussing and de
lhg various matters. Among the pile of material from Britain swx=x prob
brought over f£xmmx Julien on Feb 2B-21 since the strike is still on
was an internal bulletin devoted to the case of Socialist Women, a
mimeo copy of a#tter from Pat to Bim Tonl---and a circular from Tariq
to all branches if I recall correctly., I tried to get their gist as
best I could. Of course no one says a word about these items--and it
all makes one have the feeling of being a spy of some sort,

Tariq'sh kkmexx is on the postponment of the IMB conference from
Easter to May 30-31 , It appears that while only amnth maxx to go to
the conference there is no documentation at all, Ofvecourse the
CO takes the blame--tied up in puting out leaflets etc etc and not th
least with the problema brought down on their heads by the tendency.
In fact 1s seems to me to been turned into an attack on the tendency.

Their NC has moved in on Socialist Women, They have just gone
ahead with an 1ssue printed under their direct control in London
while the ¥zxux Nottingham women's group has its issue, Apparently
the couple of comrades we have on the Nottingham editorial bvoard were

the non-IMG majority that their SW should be
sunk., I gather that they didn't do this so therecare two SWas, Pat's
bulletin 1s somekind of attempt to establish that the Nottingham SW
was all along an IMG affalre~justifying the NC to do what it wants
wlth it--and the tendency, Hislletter is another one of those petty
scolding attacks on Ténl., Apparently she was to be Eut on the griddl
this weekend but now at last it looks like her child is approaching



Mareh 6e=7leewee=e2
end ,and she told Connie that she just cannot make the NC meeting.

Connie hhas been instructed to dump the liberation group ghe is in

but I suggested that instead of defyi:f these burseaucrata she should postpone
any action hopefully until the IMG conference, I am going to phone them on
Tuesday and then we will decide whether both of them will come over for the
March 20 21 Y,S. meeting or I will go over to England on the weekend of the
A3th--next weekend., Of course there is some advantage in their coming over
lan has to come anyway and one of you would be here I take it, But then I
gather she feels that it is rather urgent that they have some discussion with
me on . We will see

Last weekend Feb 27«28 and March 1 I went to Paris, This weekend would
have been better in some ways as the Ligue is holding its NC meeting. However
I was afraid that our old friends might not have suffieient funds for thelr
rent ---I gather the $140 might mean even last months rent. So I saw them,

I had one hell of a time getting away., On Saturday evening they kept me so lat
that I decided to take a hotel room. Zhsmum Sunday morning everpane at
the centre was tied up xx with some anti-fascist actions so I saw no one
intending to do that Sunday aveninf. But unknown to myself at the last moment
our old friends had prepared a real feast with the ald of a Chinese friesnd and
nothing would do but I stay there late into Sunday night, Thier isolation is
a terrible thing, I talked to Vergeat about it =-asking him to introduce
one or another of the Paris youth who speak English to drop in on them ocassion
ally and keep them informed , But I doubt that anything will come of it,
Perhaas I wvill try to carry that off next time I am in Paris myself,

ere is the score about their rent, It is true that they are anticipating
an increase but it hasn't come yet, I opened up the door for a very frank
talk on finances. They are very modest and hesitant about talking on such
matteras however I think they did open uF. What they are worried about is
how they are going to do anything about Pi-lan's teeth. As you know for some
years now she has been having intestinal trouble. Her teeth have been bad and
they are now convinced that the bad testh are the cause of the intestinal
trouble, They think she nust have smxiooemxx her teeth removed and a set of
false ones made; Lili has a very good dentist and they have gone so far as
to consult him , he recommends such action and says it will cost something
like 8500, It is possible that through one of the Krivines we could gpt it
done just as well and cheaper, However that is not the immediate problam
ve.lt 18 money, Apparently with the help of Lill and of thelr son they can
pull together $200, Can we get the other $300, We should discuss that when you
come, After we had had that out--=-several hourslater they sort of ralsed
the matter again, their embarasment etc,

They had moxhim done nothing about the statement on the imprisoned
Chinese for the very reason that the¥ only had a French copy. Vergeat had not
translated it for them., I did this. They agreed but I added a few discriptive
words about the various comrades, thelr record---otherwlse you just had a

am up of meaninglessmmes, They agreed and I have turned the thing over to
ergeat who I assume has acted. Peng didn't want to add anything more and

he agreed that he can do this later. In fact Lili has broyght back some more
news vhich when he gets it all he will wrote up. He hasn't had an opportunity
to have a full chat with her yet.

One 1ittl~ thing he told me==1t seems that Pablo had really got some
of the llong=kong comrades steamed up aﬁainst him e=convinced that they had miss:
the winle revolution and that Mao would tolerate if not welcome their collabora
fon. I: this bellef some D0 to 150 comrades one day very openly procliiming
who they W ere commenced to march as a group 4into China to be welcomed as
cnllaborators, They wefe all immediately thrust intoe prison.
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Also at the U,S, meeting there turned up a letter from Plelan
related what she had learned about the situation on Macoa. from Lili,
According to thils letter things are quiet there and quite secure. It
appears that there is another person there also., The letter would allay
all fears and any cause for us to take action. When I met them I fiarst
tried to assess their atitutde to this person . You had suggested that it
might be coloured by their past relations --in 1938-40 or thereabouts,
In my opinlo n they did not show any factional or embittered personal attitudes
to this person--and recognized that regardless of ommx their relations
if there was any danger that we should help, They insist there are no danrers,
“hat ar- we to do? Dibbtlt¥evehe other person as to the circumstances there?
I gather the information €fomes via Li fu-yen, Well there you are.

Ifter this bit of a discussion they raised the mateer of the Inter-
national Information Bulletin September 1970 No 7. =--and that strange
"letter from a Chinese Trotskylst addressed to an unidentified friend
entitled Guerrilla Warfare, the Lesson of China. It so harpened #hat while
it 1s dated September 1970 I myself had only come across 1t as I was leaving
for here and had a copy on me. Despite the fact that it is an attack on Peng
you never mentioned it to me.

What do you think of ttls appearing in the International Belletin,
Mow I recall ﬁgw this came up. When I raised this Macoa matter they said

oh yes —--you mean the person whExEEkEx letter appeared in the International
Belletin. When I qulzzed them further they affimred that that is who wrote
that letter =--they had read the Chinese version which was identifiable

--it was ecirculate in the Far Bast,

ffixmomemwemim I think that it is oculte a shocking thing that the Inter-
national Bulletin should carry that letter, I gather that it is an established
fact that he 1s not amember of the Chinese--that he broke from them. Maybe
those differences are no longer of importance, But do we recognize the Chinese,
or dont we--and do we recognize Peng=-that he should only know abtmut it from
r eading 1t in the IB, I know I would be goddam made if suddenly I were to
read in our International Bulletin a contribution of any kind from say
Al Engler that I or we did not know about regarldess of whether it attacked or
agreed with my views on some matter

Remind me to discuss this with you for if I have the facts right It
seems to me that this is an lmpermissible factIon use of the lnternational
Bulletin, If I were Peng I would be raising hell here there and everyvhere,

When Xou were talking to me in NY you mention that there was a visitor
in Litin \America. As you must have noted Livio was here when I got hers.
But * have since learned that Jean Pierre of France 1s and has been in LA
for some little while. This was mentioned in pasainﬁ --there appears to he
big interest in the spanish edition of QIl=-he has orders galore from Bolivia
Uruguay etc which theyv talked about not filling until getting some money,

Tru havent written me about the availability of material from there on
Philippine developments, Ernest is pressing me and I am stalling, The old
heat 18 on again on Africa. Ernest asked me about taking this up again, I
expressed suprise-~how hadn't we dismissed the one contribution as worthless
and had I not noticed,that the other valuable itme was decided from the
minutes to go into a ahiers Rouge, Yes Yes, Ten you should have heard the
discussion--ghix informal and friendly about an African bureau--it seems
that Fablo had one or wanted one and now they are talking about ocur bureau

with out Pablo, I procrastinated and will have it out with Ernest orivatley



o WIe Fou saoald dawve the winutes of the luct g.35, tnd mioriols
thet erise from it. So the Bengali fund is now on a campeign basis,
I have suggected to the Canaidian comrades that we should cohsider
holding forums ecross Cenecda this month on the Indien elections which
would provide ws withthe basis for making & modest finanxial appeal
for thie work, I mennged to get B few chenges in the alloeation of
funds for the coming world congress, But thers still secm to me to be
some strange flowers on the list mnd noculiar mllocations. To take
up some of it you have to know what we have or ghat the potentimlities
of t:¢ conncciions. I am suprised at the =small gntngn:mnn represent
ation periticulerly in light of the fund allocation for the U.S.
——~hovwever I see it is presented eastentative so we can discuss this
siortly

A couple of detes I Bhoulﬂ give you

The re8s 1l 10=11-12
GREA0H, SERRRRER. 18 AYReroBgEuate
Thero io & workers congerenoe in Itely Narch 27-20 all Duropean

Tﬁar iaggg U.3, meoting is }&eﬁi fe-f%

liey 22=23
The IIG congross May 29=30-31

I have rniscd the matter wit. K .Urnest of my being availeble for
& bit of & tour—— his first re&ction wes ==he didn't sece the practicabil
ity of it, There is en Austrian congress in April which no one here
wiants to go to—ho sees a big language problep ——German dimdadentally
It is generally agreed over tha April 10 weoekend that Livio will go to
the Germean—that Frneot will go to a Swedish cadre achool ond that I will
go th the French. Of ooursc both E and L eennot gn to France, I have
written our Quebecois to suggest that one of them preferably Manon
come over for the French--I think she inherited some money recently.

I had a good excuse to phone Whdnstook=-I had some materiaol that
1 know he wrnted=-he spcoks English perfectly—but he suggested I meil
it to him=—didn't get an invite, Not a soul has turned up at the office.
Had a o004 *telk with Rouseet while in Paris where I anenged to plck up
some Rouge and take out a subscription whieh Ernest assures me T wont
receive., That student action was reelly big . I am enclosing a copy of
e. youth peper that the comrades put out right after

comradely

Ross



