March 13, 1971

Toronto
Dear Jchn

I am picking this letter up today but will not finish it and send it
one until after Monday's mail,

But another idea on Czechoslovakia, I wonder what you think of the
possibility of appreaaching some of the dissident GPers in the Toronto areato

uf protes he political trials--—the Clarke's ,the Ryersons, I would
say Boyd but he appears to have pulled completely ¢ut of politics and
probably would understand that as brini m back in--we should dispoae not

of him ~-we should challenge him , But the others who are still active

in political life made thls their standing ground, You eould even take that
gppeal around to them to get them to endorse i1t. When I saw it it was _

80 narrow in ita appeal that .I didn't think we could take it anywherezibut
now thinking it over why wouldn't it be a good idea to agfroach them on

it, We have nothin% to Jose—-I think there 1s momeppossibility that they
might endorse it, The balss of khxmmmdmam releasing the news to the press
would be that they for what they are know as ,have jolned in the de mnd
supported by Sartre and others ,The trials are stil going on and now they
are getting wider publisity, An eminent lawyer associated with the Belglan
Noits des hommes has recently protested that the Czech government refused him
permigsion to attend the trials , It appsars that the sessions were closed the
other day because the court said that many Trotskyists from other countries
were attneding and making known their sympathy for the defendants--Slansky's
son was barred from admisaion --apparent.l{ he has expressed symﬁathy. I am
all for one of us going to see thess people just tg try and make contact with
them on a serious political basis, It would be good if we could get Ryerson
sometime to speak on asoma aspect of Canadian history at a forum.

The morning niil of March 15 included the envelope of griwx air printed
matter, I was particulary glad to get the International Discussion bulletin
the article from Cueen's Quarterly, the old Vanguard and of course the vario
pelced of materlal that show what we are doing thess days

But to get to your letter of a few days back

I think that since you wrote your opening paragraph that you have recei
my comments on the Marhcl issue of LO, and since thelast paragraﬁh {ou would
have received my second article on Brftain. 1 do not think we should
put a2 London date=line first bseause I am not there and do not have access
to such London material at the Tribune, The Morning Star, Bhe state cap
paper, Healy nor consultation with our British comrades--and that may well
show 1nd we need the escape routa., No purposse in puting Brussels--why not
Just put in a note that I am in Purope. This gives us all kinds of excuses
--the Beglan and French papsers are weeklies and I have no contact with them
anyway excpst receiving a copy,

I intend to send you some moremmaterial Tuesday or Wednesday because
after that I will be tied down with the U,3. meeting, Connie and Al and
~{ther Joe or Barry, I thought that the Sarkatoon talk turned out not
too badly alaso, Althouhg it is unfortunate that I did not have the time to
write 1t up that way for delivery,

The pool hall I am all for working out an arragnment that will earry u
over the next £sw %/2 ear. That is a particularly haesh demand that he ig
making=~not rent for three months. ..xmx inacceptable,,.we cannot aiford it.
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Pirst the bad months are July and August--and those are the only two we
should consider--not a third, Dont be too soft about that air conditioning
stuff ete, He knew all that when he came in, He had ¥kmx the previous tenz
ants experience too behind him, We have played ball--did the cartpentry

he asked, new aoft drik cooler and he really decesn't do ang mainteance at
all which is one of his problems, (I hope that Alkenheads have finally got
that door for us and Eeorge has installed it)

I think there are two things we should dog

We do not care whether the pool hall is open or not in the summer
--let us agree to glving him one months rent free and he can decided whether
he wants to close or open-—that is --we agree to split with him the worst
part of the seasons costas. 50 /50 _, di soount--for this year onlylinpo other
The other thing we should do Is Eall that previous tenant down to have
a talk, We have him tied on the leass !n:muhlimsi. He has an interest in
seeing Angle make a go of it, This fellow will know how to kill xik what
you deseribe as a 8ally Ann atmosphere which Angel has allowed to develop
and which there is no doubt in my mind 5toPa many people from using the
tables, We should tell Angel that, I woudn't go up there for a game with all
thhae lumpens hanging around, Ansanasoff never had them, R It 1is not our

task but AngSnasocof would show him how to deal with this problem quickly,

I think that that is a good proposition, By the way dont let him think that
that lease is not binding in anyway. If he thinks that then there 1s nothing t.
stop him just walking out and away say May 31, He signed the lease and it

i3 a go~d proposition, Themerit of bringing up the nature of the crowd

etc i8S to show him that he haan't got what there is in it which I thHink is
earentially true,

Let's get through this year---then yes -we should seriously consider
selling all the tables and turning the space over to office-.much of which
we would want--and I feel sure will be able to afford.

Ineidnetly lonk up the leame information on the drug store, Hedo not
think we ev¥er got a copy of that lease but the tenant showed me once and
I took note of it and gave the niformation to either Kelen or Coral, If it
is thls year we want him out, ---or want to Jump the rent considerably.
Dontdlgt this slidee===let'as find out when it expires so we know what we
are doing,

Money- Did you talk to Harry about the press, It is probable that he has
still doéne nothinﬁialthough 1 ralsed a little hell with him about it before
leaving, We want him to put an ad in to see what we can get for the big
press, I cannot see usmnging on to it when we dont have & good small press
and we are so hard up for funds, He must do this for us right away. It is
a very simple mtter,.all he has to do is pick up a phone and give them the
necessary copy., Coral can handle all enaouiries. Harry should loock up the
back issues of thismmagazine and see what this type of press is sslling for
Wemid something over %6,000. I cannot imagine deprecisiotn is much. Of course
we have to know what they are generally seiling for at once s¢ we can work out
an asking price, This ie not hard to find ocut---Harry can phone around as if
ﬁe'was ir; the market for one. A while back he rhymed off something 1like
2,500 but in my opinion he has no baais at all for that. I would think that
it would get $,000, Yhy would depresiation be so high-—after all we bought it

:ﬁcgn hemnd and it 48 in good shape We want cash on the line, Let us move on
ER
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I have taken nota of the inofmration on Peng. Uo not worry about
aenging gim dny more money, I will handle that out of my pay as long
as am here,

I s8s in one of your run downs of debts we have outstanding Diek F's
name appears and I think you also have the Y8, But if I am not miataken
that {3 what ws tock out the lean from Stu to eover, I seem to recall
quite elsarly that we pald Dieck F off and also the Y3 CO, As for John and
Colleen's debt, I took it for granted that ws had a shest of all thosa
debts made out in our books, But now that I think of it it may well be
that that debt agpeara in the headquarters account, For instance as you lknow
we boopowed a substantial sum of money from Vern at a critical turning point
--that amount waa agreed E{ Regual and all would be recognized dxkim
as an investment in the building which either she or Hans would pay off
{and get ereidt for from Mrno M) as soon as thaﬁ accumilated some dough,

I t ink Hans awas EOing to do that as soon as he Eot a Job--which he has since
wored for somewhile now, If I am not mistaken the money we owe John and
Colleen was borrowed at about the mame time for the same purpoasa, I feel
quite confident that Helen would know all about this——Helen Olson., But now I
see you do have the record so all the above aspecualtion is out., TYes, check
that amount with John and Colleen again, Whatever the amount was we ﬁorrowoad
we had to apy back a slab on, Thay both went to Cuba and we had to glve
them back hwmmmmmx part of the money to allow them to do mo, Our records
should be glear—-with that little reminder--I do not see where there would

be any confusion or argument,

I dont know about thismpropoaltion of theirs about a mimsograph machine {
but I dont'see why the center should have anything to do with it, Montreal

has an operation-perhaps it haleve a fund drive for money for this purprse
and J and C wish to make a heavty contribution--that 1s their privilege

I hogg that we can glve them the money right away without teo much trouble—--
and Dick Réwx P'e too. T-at was the terms that we borrowed on, That 13 why

I am raising the idea again that we Bhould move on the press, That may solve
the immedaite praoblem,

I see 1 am too late to make any sensible contribution to the debatz on
the fund drive-—the clcular arrived this morning. Somewhat alarmed by the
fact that the youth and l~agus drive 1s taking place at the same time however
1 guess the argumenta must have bean sustantial,

I note George's comments on raieing money, Yes I ean think of a few
ocassions that we have not plcked up money that we could have, Frmahymimwam
Imxeemcoremymemite And I have been one of the problems in this respect,

For instance I fesl certain that if I had pushad sver so little we would have
that money that John and Colleen loaned us completely in our operation as a
1ft, Then there is another ocassion=-if I had pushed a little again with
eorge B instead of all that money belng invested in tool and the van
and keeping Gecrge in that ridciulous adventure along with Harry ~-they are
goinr to lose everything I feel quite sure--we would have had a courle of
thousand thers. I think we have to change the atmosphere around us with reg
ardas to that tyﬁe of money-=1 dont doubt we are in someway resnnnsible for
the sltuation where Pam and Darrell are buying a house--they ars such young
people and to my knowledge have no family ideas. I am going to vhange my ways
but I'm not there-—-so othera can change the atmosphers,

I dont know that we have that real posaibility that Georpge talks about
but obviously there is some from the two cases I mention above, You m ntion
Karen and har family--there is also the Jones(Sheila) Terry told me his
old mn was a Sarnla workar and Lim-is out off I understand, But the other
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two--1t is a matter of sone older and maturer comrade when next in Saskatoon
having a talk with these people--I had hoped to see hoth Karen and Sheila's
mot-ers but had no time last trip. Why doesn't Jolgn Steele make a tour

of the country before the summer is gone~-and make time for that Saskatoon
project, Probably John can go student fare, he would proably like to se:
Sheila and Kevin--and we could probably hola enouth meetings on say trade
union developments to cover cost alright,

But is i3 also amtter of creating an atmosphere around the movemeny
about moneyY....s..0ne that is not so grim,as is usual around us--but rather
1s buoyant, confident in the future--you know--while we are in the present
--the present too not just the future is ours, I think one of tha problems is
that we are not recrulting amough, not ~pen enough., And I dont mean that
from the p-int of view of getting more Eeople who will pay dues and pledzes
which of course 1s needed, But we dont havae an atmosphere around us of growth
of bring them in--we are goinﬁ places--NOW, I t ink that 13 true in the leam
and it is even more true on the youth, It is horribly obviously true in Montr
pal where 1t 13 obvious to me if we can break out of the aweful routinism
with the aid of Alan and Manon we could be three and four times as blg as
we are.

I have raised this matter earlier in a personal letter to Jacqule,
I even suggested that the youth should have a membership drive on a
campign basis. The Toronto branch and probably the entire League has to be
really shaken, Brian B's handling of the sub drive was in my opinion just
what should be the norm--but you recall all the aches and groans it got
Brian's eonduct at York(as distict from our work at U of T) should also be
the norm, I hope our financial drive handler is Brian or a very good
substitute for him, I am all for Brian's atyle and think we should bring
him into our leading ¥mx and public bodies to generate this style right
through the rnovement

The Toronto youth situation when you think of it i3 or should I say
Was- ==very poor, I am hoping that the restructuring of the central leadershi
has done micu to change things in Toronto. For instance vhy were we so long
and so hesitant about bringing a guy like Don T right into the thick of thing:
much more gquickly. Most ol our youth leaders are too 0ld imxhkmx too long in
the sadile, We dont have enough Jacquies znd Carol'!s ., Some of the rest we
have to graduate quickly intc the Leagus ¢to keep the youth continually open
and moving---so youth will come Into &ka movement that they can immediately
identify as theirs where they ean bes leaders,

This would do something for us fimancially I am sure. People would
aut matically come us to us with inheirtances, windfalls of various tyres,
¥Ya would also have to find ways of publicyzing that we expect such thinzs to
in order to zet them , Well E%ght now we haye a financial drive on.
iic can really $ry all these things--new atmosphere, pven surmgest aht we
expcet gsome real widfalls etc .etc, I h-pe we can re-lly *“andle this drivas

in the way it should be handled, lont forget the muck up on the last Snldrirt
Drive. very illuminating ~h what.

Thia drive should really be a blg experience for the movement. And it
mnst be glven top notch care, Then 1 think we could well discuss the questio
of a dirve to found a theoretical journal. But I dont think we should get nv
ved in that untll we have the drive really under our belt, Who is handling it

I would be interested to hear about NY--of couse thev have a real breal
from US tax laws. I understand that many parent put up to 2 and 3 ooo dollas

a year awzy for their child--can do so tax free--the money 13 the childs at
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18 or is 1t 21. So we recrult groups of youth whose parents were in that
income caterory and who #all heir to these gonslderable sums Just _as they
come around us, I had s bit of a talk with George N when there. It was
arparent to me that our dear comrades Harry P has been saying all kinds of
things about our operation

Re the proposition as to hadnling the fund drive in the press-=-with
regonition that thex-key place of handling it and assuring its success is
on the branch floors, in the league, ,.has there been any talk about
banguets, speclal meetings on the press, special xmibahimocsmmimiiohxmelm
8aetatta with skits, tableau 's etc.

Tdea one--natmrally, Idea two yes but they should bhe very short and to
the point--that 1tem in a recent Milltant showlng how the US state depart-ent
gives aid on the badis you buy arms contradted to one of those traldtional
a1d speeches by bouregols would be good, T dont aee why idea three and four
and the next paragrpah couldn't be one, A 1921 edition of the paper as
part of an insert seems a good idea---I dont think many would care for it as
a poster, However,

I am not at all sure about all this -rotest ovar Progress Books,
Possibly they actually are phasing out this operation, what about Bookworld
~-perhaps they w11l handle ordersat a smaller discount, ,.which would
still be ok with us, What are the comrades doing in Montreal, There used to
e a guy who handled all Soviet {ublications oohiad a big warehouse,.n=
one of our tours once made a deal with him which was very good., How did Jeff
enquiries work out wlth International and with Mosecow,

Hope Dick is alright. I t ought the leaflet was good. Yas,w should
renort this in the paper. Suprised we didn't do it at the time--I see it
harnpened on Febh 24, hope fiick left them a few acars. I dont see that
there 1is much of a basls for a campai%n but we should publiclze it. What have
they said, I asaume we havemmade an officlial protest to them, I would like
to lmow what they say as a movement--1f on) y through the mouth of one of t-ei:
top "repongihle" leaders,

I have not written anything about the future plans --my staying--
you and Naomi. I will do so right after this weekend

A fow other matters---but I w-nt to get this to the post office
before it closes.,

warmest regards

Rpas



