May 11 1971

Dear Joe and Barry;

Mantn and I oame in from Bryssels late yesteprday fresh from ghe JCS conference

in Ghent held over Saturday and Sunday , Presh 777 It was a long oonferance, str
etohing about J hours past what they had plarmed into Sunday nite,

After the Laumanne experiense and her Rome experience Manon was pleased with
the Ireiddly reseption we gos, AS you knmew when we went %o Bee Ernest and tcld
him about Manon making m bifj of a jaund around Eurcpe and her readiness to speak
to branch meetings or at public meetings they might like $0 arrange and her com-
etaoe a8 & Quebgsols in Prenab things wers very quisky arranged with the Lausannne
Switzerland comrades and with Livio in Rome,

Well nothing was arranged by Livie at Rome at a1l for Manon, Livio dropped doif
down to see her—pasaed a fewr freidnly words and that was thak, Mancn felt she whi
quite coldly or at the best indifferenkly received, Thay &idn'€ even offer to put
her up, to show her the town af all, Bo ahg went off on her omn, After 2 couple of 4
days in Rome she turned up in Brussels, The next day ahe desided to head ocut again
but before doing so we deoilded she should phcne the Lausanne somrades and see whatb
and when they had arranged something, We found that desplte Ernest's eall they wers
not galng to arrange anything, 8o Mancm said she would be prepared to tall: to A branch
meeting or even jus$s a fow samrades, Bo they agreed that she should arrive in
on an evening the negxt week, When she got thars nothing hed been arranged at all but
she did manage to have ;Lgtllﬁ dizousaion with severnl ocomradss at the heddquarters
411 in all she was quiw appointed with the whole experience and thies was making the
Frenoch proposition quite unattrastive to ler,

I am not su sure how 1t looks to her right now after our meeting with Alain at
Ghent, He was very warm but when I asked hinm gbout -the srrangements with Manon he
expressed supriae—-he said that he bad nc ides whan she was coming,,,.,But you know
I very patiently told Sandox her axaet schedule ye France anc har availability and
desirs tc make a tour of the major Prenoh bpanshes, A little uneasiness caused me to
go through the whele thing with Vergeet a few days later when he was off tu Paris,
But on Saturday Alain did not lmow what her achedule wan ete, S0 we told him, Manon
is arriving in Parias for the Conmune gkPehrsiions—so we will see what the soore is,
Yy impreasion is that this information Juat dosap't get through the labyrinth of
their operations,

But the comrades in Ghent were quite friendly, attentive, 4z soon ns we arrived
& oonrade who I hed met in Turip came to us and told me that he bad been assigned to help
us in anyway posaible, They wanted to glve us the lodgning and meal tiokets whish eveyid
one else was paying five bucks for bud we thanked them very wuoh bjt insisted that
we should pay our expenspy, We staved with the out of town comradese——about 100 at a
youth hostel and sat with them at o apesial axTangaentvihey had made-we toock bedrolls
Erio and Emile on several oodseloms ssked If everything was oke-our aid mnds sure
we got oopies ofvdlcuments that they had run ocut ofw-and pj1 in all the situation wes
s very oomradely one, The comrads who eane ovey from Balgium for the YS-YSA oonventions
soid that they would like one of us $0 say a fow words %0 the qorgress at the opening
of the Sunday afternmoon session, Manon gave & good ghort address whioch wus Followed att
entively and well respived, A couple of comypades approsched us st the end of the sessicns
and insisted iu driving us bask to Brussels and right up %o the apratment. We t ok them
into the local pub for beer and sandwioches and had a good discussion cn many matters,
Manon gave the some coples of our Quebeq paper and coples of our resolution on the
womens liberat on struggle sdopted at the last congress(Fraoh version) They were happy
to put them on the literature stand whieh was a fiarly good one—giving a good play of



LUt bangw=oiltine Tenuency OUJLOTEd Ti:at.tnere wal Dot going to Le an election of
a now leadership, Of course the incumbents had a very good argument-—-we are only
two weeks avay from the fusicm whioh will sleot a new leadership, All 1 oan gather
8inoe the comrades pFxthxxixy at this Ghent oonferemce will be the majority of the
delegates at the fusion that thejxr real purpose was to start here and now the leadership
struggle, Of course the eonference asoepted the proposition of no election,The tendensy
ended up on their hardeat position with seven votes,-—with a member of the IEC Charlier
quite a sophisticated guy one of its spokemem,

Emile's report projeoted more of the same thinge-- a general cuvriest line,
I think I told you that at Turdin it struck me that this waa the general line of both
*he Belgian and Swiss groups, 1t is a line of astudents=toethe workers, stuvdents
stnading outside plant gates distributing leaflets telling the workers inside what the
tasl:s of the class aturggle in this end that shop astually are, We dont have the impre
saion that this ouvrierisam is oarried in Belgium in quite as s hysterical way as in
Swi zerland , They ere ocnducting studeanteyouth work tut it imn't treated with any real
oonoept EE thatvthe studenteyouth milieu &8 an arena of masa action,that can projeot
bracd ojectives of its own, It ia treated only as enother arec of recruitment to the
party, They also project the idea that thggrare no longer a propaganda group but are
now a oombat op ration, capable of playirg s leading role on the bracd plane of the
olass struggle in Belgium

The tendensy in a somerhat eonfused way gives the impression that it more sens
itive to the student struggles, The tendency alasc tends to sooff at the majorities pre
tensions that they are leading a cowbat operation, There was some laughter when the
leadership talked ot their inplantation of foroes in the fastories,

The JGS hasn’t been funotioning as a youth group for sometime in all probability,
#ith the fuzion thel® will no longer be & JGS but only one Trotakyist fece, The name
that the organ zation will assune is generally conseded to be Ligue R volutionnaire des
Traveilleurss, There wes some objestion raised to this namemethat it wes ouvrieriast

and the name Ligue Soecialiste R volutiommaire ... projected forvadoption, The leadership
recommended that this be left mside for the fusion congress to disouss and deocide,

Krivine gave the international report, It was generally of a braosd public chareoter,
In faot they had arranged f r the pross to be there and to oarry an appearnaos that
the conference was a delegated ons, The press unfortaurely didnjt agpecr, Krivine
dealt with LA only in passing —saying that the revolutiopary ermy in Agentina was
applying the line of the last world oongress, He aspent a little time talking about tim
operationsl and stretural problems of the movemsnte—the weskmbsa of our cadresand the
reed to develop them , the lack of organizatiorsl knowshow, the lack of professionalism
and the need to sllocate resources to develcp a professional staff eto,

The congresa started off with alternate translations—-"remch tc Flemish or
vise versa, The ovarwhelming m ajority of the national comrittee comradss spoke
Fhataish, although they were alsoc aoquoined wilh French--somstimes they corrected the
translators, At one point the trmddating forces broke down Irom axhoustione=with
Yn.le saylng that he wouid make a Flemish translaticam on tl:e wey baok ir the cer,
So for s short period to our suprise there was po Flewlah trenlation, lriviue must have
overhenrd my or ienon's oomments , He told Manon that it was really o ratter of little
acfioren—=the translating from French to Flemish was really just & sort of courtesy-as
he said all the Flemish comrades lmew Frenche-understcnd it, lowever suddealy there was
a rukus from 7 or B oomrades——and they pioked up the translatin: ogain,

There is s reclly national question, Menon and 1 were not aure wiere the hostel
was ard Bo we msked sone workers eoming out of a pub where it was—first in Freach
and then in Englishe-they protested that they didn't know either but were Plemish
in the same way I have heard Exmm Quebeccis protest their franacphonie



.iis econgrees is a sort of windup operation for the JGS, Over the lMay 30=31 weekend
the JGS will be fuzing with the Belgian seotiom, 'y lmpression 1s that the JG3I
is aotually taking over the seotiom, The major report was a balance sheet of the past
oouple years of experience, There waa no political dooumentation «—that will come I
would suppose for the ooming weekend,So it was what might be called "low level,”

Xy overall impress.on was gen rally favorable, There was a small soattering of hig
high school youth =X the bulk of them were older young people, I would say in their
late 20'Smm—=university students——possibly many of them doing post graduate work,
some of them professionals, sshool teachers ete, a coupls of younger %o'kers, There wmre
quite a fox women comrades who are obviocusly leading aotivists, A tendenoy apreared at
the conference and their reporier was a woman, One of them gave a report of wcwen's
1iberation work whioh ashe is involved in-~] gather the group is some kind of extension
of the Dutoh Dole mlein movement

The oongress was held in a u iversity hall, It wos hard to make an ecourate
ocount of those attending, It was of oourse a membershlp conference, not a delagate
conference of the all-Belgian JGS which oce of the ¢oomrades baid has a membership of
about 200, The number of delegates voting on a key resoclution was 123, I tldnk there
might have been ancther 25 persons there=-there were a cou.le of comrades from l{ollend
The congress was well organized, The ohair ran the ameeting erfiwiently, the dinouasion
was gnerall orderley, the sesaions oame off on time, They bruught a mimeograph and
typewriter to the meeting and managed to get the amendments to the dooumenta and othelr
material out to the delegates in time for the messions as they prosecded, One of the
corrades attribueted the differende between tha mapbership and the attendance to the
exams, financial drians gonfronting the comrades whet with the Commmne gelebrntions co
coming and then the ULeglan sectlon oongresa,

The leading comrades, the ohlef spokesmem for the exeoutive were cbviously Eric
Corvjin, Emile Vancwulin and that comrade who oame over for the ISA=YS congress,
Charlier also played a prominent role in the desclons but as a supporter of the tendenoy
‘either Erneat nor Gisela put in a show although Ghent is verytelose to Brussels,

Emile lead off the congress with the balance sheet report of the past perioé of mork,
lig was fullowed by a spokeswomen for this tendsnoy designated by the title of a douemeint
that has been oiroulating for only about 10 days before the eongress Cu allensenous,
Later in the sessions this tnedenoy whigh was recognized de faoto onnounced that it waa
& tendenoy==but the chairman deloared that the national leadership did not recognize it
a8 suoh=—tlds went u:.challengeds—possibly juast lost in the woting oonfusion as they
comuenced to go overtime, Thia tendency is oomposzed of about 7 arvarently leading comrades
among then Charlier

I think that Nauon amnd I have o say that we really ocarnot definevthis tendmmay
politioally, Ranon has uinng leen eols to study thelr dooument and still is not really
able to define it in a satisfestory way, It opened up with a fairl: sharp atteck un the
operating 1eocrd of the leadershipe-for lack of exoahnge of ex;eriences, look of exchange
of information, general bureauoratic mismanagement, F_om the response I would gather
there is oconsiderzble disatisfastion throughout the Jes with this leadership, Noiever
my impreasion 1s that the leadership has been working towsrds transt'orring the preup w
with its aentrint origins Into something like a Bolahevik operation,

Among the amedments that this tendency presented to the oongress is one thet
the leaderahip of the Liti international should interveme and provide rme eomxred: with
organizational and politioal capaeities of an obvicus gharaster tc be placed on a temp
orary basis in the national leadershlip, a comrade who wouldn't be mixed up in tlhe debate
pthis comrade should play a role of a stabilizing i fluence, a wnifying i fluence who would
facilitate our fusion with the Lht internstionale-literal translatiom,



Y6t 1t appears olvar that TRe 5elglan DOVENENT LLS HOL UWUVOLUpSu & OLvar positlion on
this whole matter~-—at least we have besn unable to cbtaln any material prepared

by them, We had a dimcussion with the two comrades who took us home and the one
oconrade who had been 1 the movement ten years wpresaed great oonoern about the
matter but oould not tell us of any important matsriasl that we onuld obtaine—-

oply a bock by Renaxd and a really old one=-a dsbate between Vandevelde=De Man,

W will be speaking to Weinastoeok about this, Somewhile bask I sent him all our
discussions on Quebeo

A few inoidental observations; There is oonsidsrable ounoern and eonfusion about
the significance and ochnraoter of the general strike in Belgium in 1961—=whethervit
wWaB & pro=rovolutionary situation eto, It sppears that thias has not been eatablished
in the movement, Emile im his report characterised the entrist expereience in Belgium
an having beer A vatastrophs, Thile we wwe unable to make a sasitfactory charsoterisz

ation of the tendemoy nometheless Kkudle in his surmery hotted up the situation mpismum
ageinst the tendency, They have to be defeated , he said, They have a oocherent line
he pretestad, But vofortunately he d1d nnt sl-eteh out their lins. 1 told Fuile that

I would like to have a talk with him gbout the congress when I come back after the
Comrune, and he mxpraxmdx readily agreed, Ineiduntly at ons polnt in the diseussion
Charliar stated that he had a sharp disagreement with Ban Sald, about some aspect of
the ideas that he expressed in his boak Wai 1968-Repetition Generale and that this
disagreement was expressed in an internal bulletin No 6, lle also said that Ben Said
has replied to him in a resent issue of Partisan (goprarently one with soma artiocles on
Rosa Luxembourg, ¥e might look this up, 1 intend to phone Charlie and see if we oan
get tepether upon my return, He struok me as extremaely uneasy during the congress

and while I made some gestures his way he never responded,

I will be going to Paris om Saturday for the Commne celebratioms, Connie and Al
w11l be busy and will otay heree for a tendency disocussion whioh of gourse is quite
importanteethere is glso an IUG NC meeting, I will take over the Pathfinder naterial
and put on a big display 30 wo can taks orders, Nanon will be spoaking im Brussells at
rue d'Espangne on Thurpday and will join me in Paris with another Caradian comrade
who i3 arriving here in London tomorrow, So wa will have a thres person operation anyw:
whether anyone comes over from your area or not, I intend to take the Pangs down to

the meeting on the Seturday night,

I scan read the copy of Joe's reply to Livdoeto before giving it to Hanonw
I ses there 1ls another oopy in the works for me, Vhen here in London Gomnie and Al
showed me Joe's report to the SWP plemm whioh I never received n oopy of==atrikes
n6 as efen more lrportant sinoe it aketches our geaersl strmimgyx atitutde to the
majority and our feeling about the overall situation in the Fourth, You should bring
me over a oopy of thst Joe,

comradaly

Rosa

If you gan make a good buy on & cassette resorder Joe I would appreciate it,
English prices are higher than Belgium, Dont go to & lot of trouble, Possibly there i:
some expert comrade who would be pleased to pick it upe—and they are light to ecarry,



