June 9, 1971

Dear Joe and Barryj
A short note to record some comments I made to Mary-Alice,

Yes, I am convinced that it is necessary for us to effectively inter-
vene in the coming French cadre school {July 17=23) carrying over to the
United Secretariat meeting of July 24-25

I see the minutes of May 22=23 are cuite explanatory--in fact dmxhwm
from the boimiomm rrojoctions in the minutes even more important than I
thoughtpfrom the discussion at the meeting itself

It 1is obvious that it 18 in many respects,from the European point of
view certainly,a dress rehearsal gi the coming world co 88, All the key
cadre of the European sections, and particularly of the Ligue Communiste ,
those comrades who will set the tone for the discussions in the cells and
branches and the special congress €he LC is holding for international discuss
ion will be there, We cannot afford not to be there aminmoaxmamymicmoifmenx
And presence is of course totally inadequate, We must be there with comrades
who ean intervene really sffectively--who know exactly what is being naid-—
all tE-:: nuances and who can intervens effectively, Zhmmfnemmitx Language
is a ‘key problem, It will not be snough to have ane or two comrades who can
pragent an alrsady worked out documsnt in the Frenchilanguage, and who
from en on in at best get the mainh drift, We need comrades who can follow

everything that is bain%naaid on their own and who canmrticipate not only
in :ﬁg'formal sessions a flexible way but who can establish relations
with European comradea who appear to be open to our influence,

From what I know circumstances thrust the Canadian mvement into the fore,
I do not know howmmany comrades of a leadership calibre mhmmxyomodesmmm and
who are completely articulate in French that yeu have there, In my opin
ion we have four, wnfortunately none of them women comrades, We have Dick,
John R, Art Y, AlaAn B--and even possibly Jean H, I do not think Manon is
reafy for such a challenge yet,

If we agree on theimportance of this July week, then we have to start to
ke ﬁraparations right now, I think that I can say right now--although
ith no authopity from the Canadian comrades , that we can finance one
eomgada and that we are prepared to make another comrade available for this
pro jeact,

If two Canadian comrades of the required calibre are toufo then prepa
rations must be made immediately, It may require adjusting the
publication schdules of thempers, the holidays etc stc, Political preparatior
s will be necessary, The persons going over should get together witl: other
leading comrades--Peter must be brought into these glong with others,

I think that it is necessary for aai Joa to write Plerre as to the
publigation scheducle for the French edition of his céntribution, I raised
the question with Jean Piprre and Edith and I am afraid they do not anti=-
cipate its appearance until August sometime, A letter from Joe stressing the
need for it to be out and avaialje at least for the July week =and it
should he out and around before that—=——will be the only way we will get
action, If they take the position that 1t is absolutely impossible to get
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it out by then e—well we will have to get to work on the tranglation
in Canada,

So we are alrnad{ somewhat pressed to make the key decision==—our
?titutdo to this week long cadre school and what we are prepared to put into
t.

I think an effective intervention on ou:;;art can have a blg impact.
In my opinion Dick F & is a really fine polemicist--John R is an excellent
and sensitive educator at ete¢ So we are on this ocassion in a good pos-
ition to intervens,

I am sending a copy of this letter to both Montreal and to Toronto.
I would take it that you will contact them as soon as possible to give the
comrades your general opinion so we can make preliminary preparations,.

Tomight I will be phoning Connie, I assume that you have received her
le-ter of the 6th with the good news about Glasgow, This afternoon I will
finish reading the new documents shs enclosed , I see she wants at least
two comrades, to be there for discussions , Off hand I cannot see the need
--3ll the more that with this Glasgow development I would think the

majority will be inhibited from taking lnyroaII{ drastic actions--probabl
content itself with censure of Alan, I see the blg guns didn't rally for the
key London aggre§ato discussion,

At anyrate I will be there---I am staying over for the June 26-27 meetir

ing, and then returning to Canada. I assume one of you will be coming aqver
for the 26-27, Why not have that person land in England on the 17th or 18
My first reaction was that it ispgjust as well that no fmmminxm U.S,

comrade be there to be confronted with stupid statements that it may bhe

'thoughg necessary to answer=-however Connie's rescuest looms importnat in
my mind,

So I wil1l mall this tomorrowmmorning after talking to her
Thursiey morning prior to Bureau mezting,

52 I had a 1lang tnlk with Connle lest night—84 worth,

e nd the tendency are in good spiritss Somowaht tired I guther., 3he 1a
of the opinion that the IMG leadership will probably not toke any actions
fecinst the tondency. She thinks that they seo the solution to thoir vrobel
»robleus in the International, Nomethaless thertmosphers is one of extreme
hostility. It apnears that Pat J has put out another -me of his letters
blaaing the tendency for the time that it ia taking up, the wonsy that is
bcing conpuned in miterisals--and the 1laok of their politioml preparations
for the congress, Prom the recent documents they are turning the mad dogs
in the renks on the tendenoy and wrsating an atmosphere that anything goes,
Piucibly they hope that the tendency will bolt~—but it wont, Hoetheleas
Coennie is 'nxicus to have talks—I gstier nmore after the congress than
bsfore, I told her of ny proposal above—-that I would be thure ond that
pousibly one ¢f yocu for the U.S, and the ING before, I &loas told her

about tne money problem and the importance asI 3es it of the Fronch erndre
pehool, She woents me to come oveor tho Vodnesdey befora the Congresc which

I Wi}}liofirtc leter today or toworrow After the burasu
fraternally

Roan



