
by RBya Dunayevakaya 
This T~ry/Practice column, entitled ''On Politi- · 
cal Divides and Philosophic New Beginnings," 
was completed on June 5, 1987. It i< the last writ· 
ing {rom h<r pen. 

The abysmai lower depths that the Reagan 
retrogreaaion has sunk th• world into through
out U...e saven y~:;u~ of thla decs.de has polluted 
the ideological air, not only of the ruling cl118!1, \ 
011t has penetrat<!d the Left itself. Such a deep II. 

retrogression Ul'g01ltly d•mands that, along with 
tlie eronomie and political taaks facing us, we 
look for philosophic new beginnings. . 

In the midst of the work I 1111! dcing on my· 
new OOok, ,Dlalttc:Ues oi. Orgu.uization anrl 

1 
Philosophy, I have been digging into research 
on fwc. opposed fontl!! of organization-that is,. ~ 
·our opposition to the vanguard party-to-lead, 
and out- support of forins of organization b~m 
out oi the .spontaneous activity _of the masses. 
Suddenly I realized that the relationahip be
tween· those two 'opposed fonns was exactly 
what I had posed back in 1982, on the eve of I 
th·a publication of my third book, Rosa Lm:em
Ourg, Women's Libe:rntion and Marx's Pbllas· 
opby of Revolution. I then (September, 1982) 
added a osrauaph to Chapter 12 of that. jtl!!t
compieteii WOrk. Jt WM this ruticuJation, Which ! 
I reached only after the book wa.• completed, i 
that made me feel that the process of wor~mg · · 
out such questiorL~ demanded a, book unto it-' · 
00~ . 

Thla b""""'e ev~n clearer when 1 realized 
that though the book WM al.!eady at the print
er, and had dealt "'ith form,q of organization 
both in Man's day and in the early 20th cen
turv-with LenL'l, Luxemburg, and the council 
coffirnuni.sta---1 nevertheless felt. compelled to \ 
write 11 Philosophlc-Political Letter to my col-~ 
leagues on tlrls subject. I Clllled it:· "On the 
Battle of Ideo,;: Fhilofi<lphlc-Theoretic Points of 
Depnrture as Political Tendencios Respond to 1 
the Objective Situation" (October, 1982). Hete 
I wtJuld like to t!ike up two points from the . 
Letter, whlcll begins: - ! 

1 om taking advanl~e of tl.t [act that we do \ 
not yet h.uut the new book in hand. which will 
plun,ge us inW so rn..rtny actU:iliei that we wili have · 
a tendency to forget "abstract" philo,ophi<: points 
of d~partun ... 

.... , .. ·--. 

'· 
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I returned to the final Chapter 12 of Rosa 
Luxemburg, 'Women's Liberation_ and Marx's PhiloBQo. 
phy of Revolution. Its penultimate paragraph read: . 

It isn't becsuee we n.."C any 11<nnartiii'" that.·-we 
CS.'l see so much more than other post-Marx 
Marxists. Rather, it is because of the maturity of · 
our ege. It i~J true that Oth~r post-Ma..X ~-fa."':tists 
have rested •n a truncated M~; it is equally i 
true that no oths:· 2ensrati•m could have seen the 1 

problematic of our 'Sge, mt,r.h iess solve our Prob- · ! 

!ems. 'Only live human beinga can recreate the II 
revolutionary dialectic forever anew. And these 
live human beinga must do so in theory as well as ' 
in practice. It is itot a question only of m::ting 
the challenge from p:nctice, but of being_ able. to · 
meet the challenge from the self-developn:;ent of 
the Idea, and of deepening theory to the point 
where it reachea Marx's concept of the philosophy 
of "revolution in perma·neuce." 

It ·was at tllllt point that' I asked that the following 
paragraph be added: 

Tliia 1.8 ilu: further chaiiengl! to the fonn of organization 
which we /t.a,r.,oe u.-ork£d out aa the cow;iilkt:·/unn rc:iM.r 
than the ''party-to-lead." But, thallfJh committee-form and 
''party-to-lead" are opposites, L'\ey are not abaolute oppo· 
sites. At the point ruh<n the theoretic-fonr. readlc• pliik•o· 
phy, the challenge <knuvu/3 that we B)'nthesize not only the 
new relaticns of theory to pr:u:tice, aad all the forc-..s of reo
oluticn, but philosophy's "sufferir-s, patience and labor of 
the· negalit~, •• i.e. uperiencing absolute Mga.tivity. Then 
and only the" will we &u<ee.d in a rorolution that will 
ar.J..eive o. clcss-leu, non-raci!t, Mit·&uist, truly human, tru· · 
ly n<w 80ciety. That which Hceel judged to be the •)'nlh.•io 
of the "Self-Thinkillg Idea" and the "SelfBriil8inll-Forlh of 
Liberty, •· Marz'..st·Hilmanism holda, is what .iltarz had 
called lhe ne!ll $0Ciety. The inany paths to get liKre are not 
easy to work otJt. 

I also suggested an addition to the Introduction. of the 
book, to be added directly after I pointed out that "JU!! 
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~--thtt;~·OWii ... -~~~fiiit.tuming:to ihtitM·called _n.tilion. Pitt .i."li§Jl:y. tlae·deJerintn..vat_ O/tiur new.-·oo.o.~ UJ : .. . -.. -_ "7:~~-. • .--_. ._ ·." ' . ' \::{:~~~:~·>: 

_ · .Econczmlcz. •. bad di::la.v~ the. proletanat !'3 !he !3ub- -,;JMar.:•" philoaojJ/ay of r:ev.,bdicm. ~ ;. not tor ani 1a4:-a. -~~··. "'~ ~If 14 
a t.r..t.er.· ~ !~':'.,-

. : JCCt wl>o would be the £!6Vedisger ;of capitalism' DDd · drmi.> ""!"'""' o.r any mr:,of orthodoxy, b11l tile fact tlwJ' lou · 14fi<m. ~If. . . '' · '',\ ':' :·' · 
· the lead~r of the proJetanl!!' revolutlm!o ao, at the eu~ . """~dUe~ c: trail to tlu:JIIf!o. an.oi ~...,!led~"' pn•6le· . . · No~r.r.etum to ?ur OWD.sr-ua~n. ""d tbi!lk:of;t'>e ·at- : · 
. of hla .life, Man made · atill cewer di&covoriEG as . he mlJ#c of Uuuwe. 'I'M to~Jll7 new qurulion ti'uAt Luumi>oTg ; taw; tilllt we will be · faemg m 1~. when' W.. otitte · .' 
turned.· to' new• empiriclll mthropolocio.ol studres like pooed tKJ<itzliol clemo<7'<U'Y .c.'ler gafnilog J,.,...,._JNJ~t!t<d openly tilllt even the one poet-Man: Mar.dst rO\•elution-. 

,; Mnrpn'• ADclent Society as well u to the imperial in-, · to a new a~p«t of Ma.lisin il#lf. · ' · · '' · sy wliKIOllj' raacili deeply into plillllliopil~v-
., curaiom into the. Orient IUld the <:arVing up of Africa.". 'I'M llftL•·momenbl ua.J.ron lllnl U.• bool• dUclol ... io..a . erthe!l""' did n<>t do ao·on the question of:oq;amizaaon. .· 

Here is what 1 proposed to add at.thet,point:.c .. ;,... IIW ~;around wlall,~ ""!"call" 72•ird Worit:!;•"!' ·fu truth; he never renounced'bia pllllitioD 0.... tbe vm-' 
Tilol'l«molo haue bo<n tlae first P"illlao ~ • ~ limikd. to llle n"!"''!'"."' w/Uch Man;.nmrolt<d"" ,11..,_ ' ·guud .patty eet out ina902 m'Whld Ui'tc!o !Mi Do:ie? · . 

by post-Man· M~ beyiruaing untlf."Ftetkricll · E118tlo. a.liJ: mcde of produclto!l: •n tht! Grund'riaooe. &ather. tJu-. u 'tt<.DU!ll• h<o often aitiqued it hirilstilf.: He Ptor. uidty ' · 
wlw, ··wililout hauing knou., ·of 1M maoi~ · EUuiclojlicd ·~.to .~ 1880rJ 06 .Mar:< was· COI"""'~Urc on Jlrc.-- M>ml<od his new breakthro'··'- in pbil .... ~~~ ' 

6~ '· · 
Noteboalul Man: had left bellituJ, Wlfkrlook 1o wril• ru. · gans Andaa~ Soclely and otlu:r tlu:11·new nnth;·opologi<ol · • • .. ojf . • • .._ ~100.-Y • 8 ~ 
awn •~r.Jion of Morgt&ll'• IIIOI'lo-IW1 Ori&;W of the FamilJ'- . ~~ 011 I~. on t.'!t' :~•;-tralian ~~! •. .,. u..:.U "'' U. · , =d hie~!.,;~,;~ ..':Jol~t~~-";,;!"l· neverof .' 
,. " "l>rqunt" of Mar.r. ·Wlie>t R]azanou diacoiJOTtd tJu:ae ""' Ktt.;n """' "!' ru._ ~~~ to A~ and''"!' com<~nd·. _ · • , .-- Ol "'!'· · . . uzyer 
notebooks, ht! TUWtJ,· O.fo"' '"' _,. ha;l 11 ·cJwnce to dod· . mce "'it!' ,_wmunanam" •• R~ o'! 1M anc .... ..t comm:&~" . ~·~ ss a VllllgW>Jd ~ orpmzetion. ~ 1982 ·:. 
pht!r :Jum, to du>radoia .t.'wm 111 "ilu=uabk ptdlm:ry.. . lkrc arid ru JH:Wle llr.lt~.on urJo "" a_&~llw ,,.,.. . m Ro1:a Luembmg, Womeu e J~radon ~llld ~· , 
If "" Engele,' w1w """' a .c/ooe .. <Oll4horator of Man and I»W "f ret>>lutU.'II. In .o wml, U ,. to revohal'io" 111 pen>&:<- . • Philo.lop)jy of Revolution, we cntiqued Lenin politi<id- .. 
without wlwm ..,. coaJd not ha>iJ had Vulumu 11 and m of : nmce' that 1M ~ .W.l"" ~ine~ 'wlin_f!a: tJu: tiUbjec(is . · ly. T'! ~Jy work '""t tho. cf!aleclica of philwop,by aind ' 
Capltel, co:dd nevertht!ku tuddenly have BOIWI .80 0.,.,-. ·~·or l.enin. '""'!""'"'a Liberotion, or the H<~J,..ti- ' o_rtl'li'Jl'.atil>n fo: our age,·1t lS·now <~ear ·that that cri-
co7>{idenl aboUl hU own proU>U6 oH...U:'Ff!tina Man "" 1o "" dialecf": At 1M •a>ne .time, ""' 11lU8I Me;P in mir.d :lid, : :ique Il!.uat dig d""P- pililooophically. · . . : .: :: .• ;, '.> · 
a:a-um• ht! wao "P"allin8 for Mar.:;, ii an wchivial·ocholar · whcn:iu II" Man wlw,tn.•'Uf~ H_ec<l'!'l'? a c:onkmpa- ".:· .• · · ,. •. . · . . · · ·' . · ,.,,. >' .. , · 
liRe /lye>or;ou could, at a,;,..,. wllt'n ht! waJl actuall,y p®- "!"'• ~ t"!""fo,.,_-l r~oae Hegeliali diakc!icmto 1M Mar- :· .Tiie wlude. troth"! that ev!"' Mar.r's _Critfqua;:;.of the ., 
IWW!g · thoR ~ '•'ar/y ...ayo · of, Mqn; (tlu: lZ44 ·. "'"'"'· diakctu: of liberat'"!· the retli>~on !" o::.O p.-....mt ,r., ~. ~'zoo>- wm.;h l1lii181IIS .lhe: ground for. <>rplli- . ·~ · 
Economlc-Phllaaopblc ·Mmnuicrip~. 'Bp<lld·a good deal · ·~egcl. Hard a.o Hegel ln<!d_to con/ilut,tiJU ~·a reooluti<., · .zation. ~· was. wn .. tten 112 yeore qo. What is .de- f 
of ru. firB1 .-.port cn ~ A~ of Man: in. tukin8 for 20 rn UroU[IIIl tJlone. ht! uurde hU prest:n<:e frll "' Iaistory, ""'"' . mzmif~. "".not m""'. ~pdating," ~or all th" ~, . : ! . 
to 30 propfe to hrfp hilll WI t~reu m~to aut, and yet "" lid 8plJ/ol cf The l>Jrllo"?pb,y c>1}4imf '"'"' Hhtorr.•ol , ·. N!oiu~wna of the l'OStcWorld War I[ world. "Ground" · : ; . 
pru.• j~ment he(?Tt ht! dUB if'ID ~ oay• ,: gr0o1 deol PMioaopbJT • ~-Heg~l J>lll U: . · .•. · . . . • . . . · w1iloot sufli~ al. one; wo have to ii!:Jiah the building- .. !'·'·.. . . 
a6ou~ lii•!""'Y hd1r11 b:ll nolhi118 wlaalooftlcr abaUl ., groat AU "!"l"·lllio"!>. ua l!'w· ~· ~ luo l•'rnn "! ~- . lhe f!'Cf rind 1te content& This ja what ! am worldng Oil · 
an hWoric pJwwnwzon a• Man:'• Mor.tiam.Im't it lim• ., ' erollliotory,, Dn8""'!e <•nl-t"' U.U.. lliDII tl~ op_tnt of oow m tho .Dialectlco of0rs~'~ eJUl Ph!lci.oom. ·:• '· 
to c/w.ll•"'l• ofl of thd ,xnt·Man: Mar.<im: when."""" lho.e ~'~."""' ... !f.£ under."'!'•dins c;n<l """',;>11'~ of.:.· .. I wo,Uid appraciate. h•arins,.froin oui.'· ieadera Ail their.'· •!; ~. · . 
wlw luu.-. ~ved groal nvolutionJr-<vul none IJJalj fP"'44a .'':''""":'• '~. 1M -•'*"'11 of himulf, luu ""'""'llcrcd . th:>.u;;hts on thio. . . . . . .. · .. ". : ·. . . ,... " ··;. •W . 
1/wn Uw 1917 Ruuic1t R;:vo/ution-did. no. t. in IJaou8ht, . ... · '" · · .·· "·'' .. · ·"'" ·" ~-·>f· •''"' ~lUI&. j!.lll87 ' 

1
;, 

m<asunJ up to Mon:Y.IBil~ it tinu:,to diB il1to wl!ol Man, '· ". .. . ·· · ' .. 
wlw had ~- a u:hok Mw conlinqnt. oflhollllhi. hod ; r · 
ID say {orhimHlfl . . . . ...... ::. . I , , 
. My letter to my colluque& thm coitcluded:. . . ' ·, ' f 

· Tht! .fcu:l /hoi in m)l 14k., U>Ork,. &era '••rembmy, i' 
· WomeD'o UbeJ.'f!tiOD tiJd l!Un'• PbJJC!<JUpby 'of &volu· · 

tloa, I foau 011 Alan'• "lr=:•Jtmon~of'abwlule ""'latiDily I f 
... lht! n•IJ!Ifu:ion in~ 'cCJ/ing tl)<lt the, abJO!ul• ' 
'chafkncc to OUT <18<, U1iJI draw .till ;pealu' criticism frOm ~ , 
academia 'and outriclll ati<JcM {rom '['Nt·Ma.?: .Mar;r;UU. : 
'I7IU ..... u. it neeaaary lo {le prqN>Ted,. not Cln/y fer /hoi 

· •ncounte•, bUl for {llrii1a cxJ.-ocrt!Uin8 11w ~ W'rth . 
, 1/UJJ in mind. I tkt:ided to <1dd that J>G1T181T!I)h 9UD!ed tarli
u_d,inctly lt.'IM bllro<i<tction. For inhih it is true tJo.oliM · 
~ C.~'of the 1~W.;,;;...'d.iO.iutiM em t\J""" 
hiliod," wllhii~CGti ,,.,,M..,.:, ·BQmcd -'-'' 

f-lo . L--""" "'! .,.." ~·•···· . ~."!. .. . f_.;... . <>...- Nof&. ........... 010 ., .. ·.,.-~ ........ fin*- to ... n:Mio<d inln--
.... 'Gl in~{lii«s'•~,i;''l11)iil''u:hirir,'it -~ 'liiie' ,,~ thol the 
,.._. · w-~ !.ibercJIUua:~w M1ped <IUid • ·"i\ · (rininUl 
0') • .dimimioro'ln ~~·ncver;6qON;~<eflfitiri not 
.&;Ia true thol.thoiJIIf.e'totJI oft114 .... .., 6o0k." '':m•> •·!=:;;,·:;.:·. 

T/H !Uiod lo - DC po#·Mfl11' M..n:lila ill Wid.~. 
okip·to;.;!hrz'ii:MarzU1n ;.;.,htzl 1'1!10aled;thah•""'-'"". 
llT_m """' indqnndQJt"' ,_,v~ .... Rooa:~ ' 
.did not fillly ~ Mf"f'~:wqlecti-. of liWa:ion and ' 
IMmby' co:nmilkd ht!r bigp.~ard ;{1M,..... • 
lutionory 1lolui-e of.POIW& '<I'Uire {oi- ni&tioiocil"llll/-dd-i-. ,'. _ .. _._ .... ' ... :- ' . : ,.-,·.·. :~·- ~·:·. ·~ ..... _, 
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