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& PHIL, By Meurlce Korleeu-Ponty, POLITICS,7-8/47 · . MJ\RXISM 

p,l?3 
"The n·ot~Oll of structure or totsUty., ,Is one of th<c fundnmentel 
cst6g6tles of Msrxlsm. A mx1~t ral. eco. c~n spenk cf'lews only 
wlthln'~ual, distinct structures which muet be desrlbed In tPrms of his•" 

''Ari£~·:1s r<lmerkec, sc!entlelm .Is onl:y ono~her menlfeetotlon of the 
'1-f~~~r.~on ox th~ .relficatlon which deprives mer: of his ""e~lflc 
~sse;ncc &Identifies him with t!,ln;;e." 

( Q.uot~~t 75 
r. MX;Contributlon bo the_Crlt~oue_ef.Jj<Feblilhll. of Law,p.ilK 93 

'~~'It te ·•i th JustU'Icetl.on that In Ge.r. tM practlcE~l pol, porty 
· demands thE' nee:Rtlon of ~hll. ;,t errors consists,,. tn et~n0 

st this d~msnd which It does/~ cannot serlnusly rGellze. ~ 
•-'!* ·., ~"""*••lmngines effoct·ng this negetlon by turc.lnE Its ba.ck to· • &T 

· !'4« • «~«<U•by givlnE 1t, softly &with everted glance, a 1'ew b3nsl .1: • '-.. 
· · ttl-humoured phrases ... In "word: you cannel abolish phil, 
· except by alvina 1t reeLizgtlon." • 

... 
•' 

1 ..... C - ........ ~ i>** 

,u'ihe Cog! to is' false' only 1 n so· fer as t t separates &de.atroys ·our 
,, 'tnherence tn the world, Clna will abollsll .. ..l.t onl,l' by realizing lt, 
< THAT IS, by showlnf] that it Is emlnently~ent'~n !wterhuman x·.ola

tions. Hege:·t is not feJ ee, he- !.o true from one en to thF. Cbher, 
ut atvoct, ~ on• <ouet only e:tve the his. nemes to the mytholoe;tcal 

ifrueELee of conecl~usness .... '' 

p,l74 ( rr 'the onl~ l~ck lo this remerkcc·le e"eay Is thel Panty has no 
rcfe-rt;;n~t;e tG the all.-ro'JnC'- beinr &r!nly 0hne_,When he explG1ns ._ · 
.JI.x' a eta te":e.nt _ _p_f not counter ;:>oa lnf! t hF. Inc lv, &ooclety recogn t zee 
I.CiJI!§nslon_.J._o_;mc;S'ET!), inst<ac of onl~- re1Rtlon2 >~Hh others,thue) 

01 .:ladety1anot en eCf:TI!Tr.t to >~hlch hE Is subjectGc, but a dtmenslon · 
of hie being."but. even therf: lt 12 ti1~:: eo~ifll thrt t~ stre::sed,thus:

11 

He ts not l.n soctet;y as en '1t:f1ect 1.2 in a box, but tecomEB part 
of lt with his tnn<rmo•tself.' 
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11M.atter, as elseq·;t=re, conectousness is nEvEr considered by itself, 
tut is 1ntt:t:5'ral to the s~·etem of h11rnnn Exl.etcmcE whEre l.t crel3tes the 
comu:on s1tu;;ttoo of contempurent::>us &succe!=!sl.ve 1.nd1v1.duals,assurea 
the gensralltf of their projects &mnk<s posolble • line of dev, &a 
sense of hiE. ' 



p,l'74: 
"a relatlcn which ie not one of sim~le thought, tut which 
engeges him tn the world ln such a m•nner tr.et he h,RS . 

en external face &:sn elter1or, that he be 'obj.' &d.t the· 
· "(j) a a me tlme 

1 
"ubj. • Thl.a'"b~n be d'(!Ne by dcftnlnf "'an sa .'suffer 

or 
1
ssnsitlve' being thatmust live wlthl.n nature &~ocl.ety ••• 'We 

e here· that naturalism, or true bumontem, differs from both ideRllain ·· 
&m~teriellsm &is at the sa1te the thE truth wel.ch unites tr.e t~ro, " 1 

"The meterlnllsm of Mx,then, l.e the idee thet all l.deol,furmutiona . 
·~fa E~ven ~oclety ilre eynon: ;nous or complementary to e certain type 
of··pra s,thet is to say, the manner ln wh1ch this soc. h~G €at'd. 
~ta fun amental rapport w~th neture, It ls the ides that eco, &·1deol 
ar" lnhHently connected ln the totallty of hls, es matter &for·m l.w a 
work of art or any perceivEd obj." 
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