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On March l'i, · 1040 the Supreme Soviet 
o! tho USSR UnnounC~d that·. Nikolai 
Vo~itcSBeuPky bud· been relieved of hi&'· 
duties BH Chairman ot't.'la State J.•lannin&
Commlssion · ol Foreign A!lalra~: This 
followed the anr..ouncement · thflt Moloi-. 
tov and Mikoyan h::td · ulso . b60n · rc· 
moved fron1: their . posts. as Minister 
Foreign Mfu.tra and· Minister of 
Trudc •. Ho\\tC\'cr, ~whll'o· Molotov an<lMI~:;•.··~~l~~~}~~i 

ret.uhu.-d · mernbcrship ;:on thO 
hnporta.nt Pol~tieal BuNau,; Voancssen~ 

1;,~~::~~~.,, • .,,~~•d.!rc'm tha_t· P~v_.'C~i·.) ::~~Oi':l:i~ft~~~ 



POURTII INTERRNATIONAI. }u11.e IQ4·9·· 

that soon a!t~r the Nazi o.ltnck on ·soviet 
·n.uzssi3: , 

"Tht: territory of the USSR which wu 
.occupied by No•;c;.mber· 1941 included be
hre lhe 1\'ll.t about. 40 Jlrreent of the 
_1oft popu!atlon of the countl')', produc:!d 
63 •Pttct>nt uf lh(' ptl'•Wer total of roo.l 
m(ltt>d, 68 IH'fl'f"hl of the (otul JliJl jron 
output, !i8 ptr('f'nl of tht' f;ll'l'l output, 
and 60 pt>rctonl of lhf' alunlinuna outpul. 
Tht- terrll,ry lt'mpor:uily ottiiJiil'd_ by 
Hltlerite l;t'rm:an)' by November- 19U 
ptoduePCf 36' rt'tCChl of the total gtO!lll 
~rtaJn harn•11t, 84 percent of the lolftl 
Prt'•l\'ar »tlgar produdlon; conlaint'd :\8 

-percent o£ the· total numGer nf caHit'. 
and 60 percent of the total number of 

. hop. 'the lenJ:th df the railrOad Jlne11 
-in· the territory occ:upltd by November 

:·.·... -·1941 t:onadtul~d .n percent or the: total 
,- ·· ~ ·)f_iiif_th,·O{tbe railroad li~eg In the USSR." 
1: .. __ On .. tho.~tberhnnd, ovc~· 1,000 plants 
\·: :.f;,·.--. • w.ey~_.e~acuat~d and the Jnbor force moved 
1 _ ~· wi_th'.:it_ ·tO the Ut-als, Wcsten1 Siberia, 
( ... _. __ .-.: C~rit~l. Asl~_-&rid Kaza!clistan. "The ni
~;<;," .- ·;- JOcit.ion ,'of "industry tn the East undee" 
)?~:'::;-,_).h,~:_:_d~reeu~n · ~~- t~e· s~linisi St~te .De
r,:·-.· :J :.Y.-.:t'l.e~s_e;·,Gommit_t_ce~" ·writes_ V~znessen~ky, 
t~\.:-~~;.'-_';-r~,~---·.-~: :.!e~n:t:kable ~:sult,. that th~ 
f·.- ~-~·:· ·.:_,h,tllertq :unludustriul reg10n Will! produc
t:·~·;._~:-'\; tri'g 4i:r Pe1:_Ceni ut.tho war material wfth
~f.:~.'.;_. )~\. _tb~-- ~rJc,r:~pa~ f!! two _ycarA:· B1;t the 
jJ.~--,;:\; .. ~~~-~-·-l_abor· P,ro~~~tlvity _wus ~('at. in 
t;': 't~, -~~O!'~P,!lr:i~on -~ ·pre_-war ycarR. 
,;.:f !:···:: '' 194!1 -wa;; Whnt the- Rnsslann call Rod· 
,~-- ·-r~. . -··. 
~.\ ::,:.-, -.~O~-~-~t~!0.1 p'tli-PI01ma,;)·("lhhe y~a1· of ~l!e 

. gre&t,: nrn ng po_ nt .. _ T C! Vldorle!'l at 
i . >;.::~.;::.the,: front;. Plus the .. intro.~uction or the . 
(· . ·;.'~ennveyor-belt _system rever11ed the pre
f.~---~~.:.: i':f!'crUs t~O:f 0! decline in iabor produc· 
t~~:.~-i/'\.··_

1

~-~·uy.:~ _ . Th~.re waS- not. ·only·. n t·isC h.l 
i';.''-!_,~-~-~f{-JJ~uis .worked but in the output per 
•' ~- . hOur: "At this point Voznesaensky claims 

1
.} --~·_;',;_~~:·~f~~~~~Uon was only 15. percent bo
'.1.·~ '~<:flow: p_ri!-wllr. -Thl!s:.bardly tnllles with 
~ .. ~J\d,~~-~- · OtbCr_ sections ot the' book10 espe· 

:'.:: ,~·:el&ll)t •. where he reveals _that· the zlum
·. ··/·bet-_· of \v_ork~rs and salaried emplnyees 
;;- · ·_ Ji{104s ·"was 38 percent bclo\V 1940" 

r.'{i~<:-:\¥.0'~~~·er· 'th·e. pla~s. In the postwar 
r:•t·.;·:f.~;.pe~l,~d .. hardly, call for m_ore than reHto
l~h- ;:~~:~~t~o.n ·!?.~ __ the pre-war ccon~mlc luvels; 

l·:.~.:~.'f.:'::W,tl1t:_ r~se .Is called (pr, ~lmost wholl)" 
.-_+···_· ... _related to heavy lndustcy, Is, below the 
l;·;-_~~ .;Oriririi.J. tnfgets _set Coi the e~d or the 
~~?;~J~1 :~~ve-Ye'ar ·finn f<w 1042. Our 

rd,;\i-. .,,~.p_t~!~N!;--()! the -~usslnn. ec:oi1omy_ temnJns 
~f;~ ~~~ ~o_n_tr,ad,letory und quite lncomplde. 
:;F.,k-=?_-'7'.N~verthidess _this wor~ In un Invaluable 
~~-~'}~·;o~e~_for'an)'one \vho wunta to unearth 
(•!'!.0~ :\hil1:tlcts ·beneath Stallnlet- verbiage ond 
t•;-k-f #J.~il0fe1'nttile' ltatls'ttca. 
- ~- ~. r/_,..'.•Atbi'O\agh- V(\lncasenal:y Calls to glvo 

.• .-:~jiicfure···of pb)'alcal- prOduetlon ·nnd 

.l~eii\ci·:-ohtf .. ·Jn·· Wrm11· of per:cntaie•J 

C:~:l&r~\"j~~\: _ ~:.- · 
·;.~"f''i'.'i: '13'23 

sometimes in reynrd to years for which 
we hUve no figure£ at ull, we nevertho
)eSR can g(lt some conecptJon of the sl· 
tllli.Hon C\C the wurk~:ts Crom ~lie relation· 
Ahlp of cnnsumptlon to production In 
the cnntcxt of the economy a"'· n wholP. 
1'hUf;, in thl! t'tLj;P or the !iggrl!gtlt'.! !IOCia} 
fli'Culud, lhft )lf'tC"Itlugp rurm (I( dellcrip
tion l't'\'t'lllll th:.t whilt> fJrnJucti\'e co·n
,;umJ,ttinn r£'1uim•d the high plore of .t:J 
Jlcrct>nt nf the aggrt>gatl' social prmluct, 
JU!nmn!ll consu111ptlon, includlns; con
sumption by tho! mer.1bP.rH or th•! urmeJ 
farces, fell frnm 42 p(•rcent to 35 11enent 
of the alfgrPgutr product. l\-rP.nnwhil~ war 
exp~nJiturl:~, •·:<~luding pernonal con
sumption loy· membem or the t~.rme.l 
!orcf:'l!, · ro11c from 4 perr.cnt;. to .13 Jler
('l•nt or tht! total pr()dUct~ Since con
sumption was not mu"h ilb~ve subsi:~> 
tence levels ·{'Yen Ueforll the wnr, one 
stand~ aghast. befure the terrific drnJI 
in thh; nltt>ndy low_ Je,•et 

Vnznrsscnsky tries to. show that. there 
haa been some improvemf:.nt in the stand
ard of living oC the Russia!l mnsses, ·,ir 
not In Cc.ndltions of worJi, at least in 

, P~Y· To thls ·end, h~ cites tht! fuet that 
the a\·ern~e monthly carntnp ot n Rus
sian worket• rose fr"m 37G rubles in 
1940 ll) rl'73 rubles In 1944,. or Ci3 per
ePnt. However, he falls to l'i!late this to 
the Cost. of liV-ing. The lmpl'l'-IIH!on given 
Is thnt the ·land of ''soeia1i~>m" Uiol nat 
.tmrrer· Cr••m inrlatinn, nnd t.hufl the rille 
in mont>y. wages· wa's. nn a('tunl -rise in 
living Ktandnril!~: HllWf'.\'er, nftEir the 
r~ubli"eatio'n· or his book, the Ru11slan 
hures_ueracy l.t11elf gave the lle to itH 
claimS. by -nnnollncing tht! -levaluntlon or 
the ruble; ·T,he·.'~uinpo&ition or the ag-· 
gregute Social product· reveals o tn:er 

·picture of· the Russian working class 
than''" the Jnbored statements ·a( Vox-
nease·nsky. · 

Neither doc11 the curious method of 
Soviet statl:otles hide the !act that there 
wns no Increase in . many lines or pro-
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ductlun, much us Vozn'esslmaky trlfls to ·---· 
convt)-' that inlpresslnn. For a ~urea\lcl'llt t , ,. ~~ 
must alwayR show an increase In pro--_; 
duclion, un increH&e in collfiUmpUon, an 
incl'(!nse In the s-tandard ot living, and 
olh<'r lraprovement11. Onl" mel'tod to W:· 
complhlh this ill to speak of 1•foduetlon 
not in ph)'fli('tl) lt>rmK, but in tP.rlll!l or 
llt21l-27 pricf'!l. Sint•e the rubiC! )13,; nn 
l'llnnding on the lr.tern:1tlonat market, 
nnd fll) inrlntion !11 admitte.l a,; "xir.ling 
within the countr)', not to spenk ot the 
nccer.Aary upword distortion r('sultl11g 
from the pricin~ o! commodities not 
r•rotluced in 1926-27 nt lhe·eurrent prices . 
or the firllt year or production, there' i!l 
no wny of checkinff tho- figures and. in· 
deed .the mtothod is worthleMs. 

Vn?.neRHeri~ky nddH atlll nnotb2r- me'th· 
od. In t.he f'hapler On th'-' state_ or ~hP._. 
eeOt.omY nt the outbreO:k oC'.the Wni-. if : 
is rimply · impossiLie to ~thow .on.Y iTt
credli~ in the livestock during the period·, •. 
192R-40 •. ' 1'The great-Qiaugbter•• ('Vozn~. 
senRky1s ndmiaaloil)··or ·eattlti ·following;':· 
the collectlvlzn.tlon bus· neVer· heen' com;. 
pCmmted filr. much t'Ctl!i any bicr8~uie.rc··_: 
corded. _Ntwertbeless; -VozneasimskY'con·~ .: 
trlves tt) ehow'clt JnereAse·._HOW7_ Slm- .-· 
p)e, wher" tb~re ~~~ r_o . denif~r, Of ·~X·. · 1 ·-~~. 
po~ture, . Voznel'llen9k.y·· takes ·the·· Jive-·, .; 
atoek on ci:tllediYe fnnnS in 1928 :Wlleit·· · ·
pi-ac:UCaiiY no kolkhoti M:re.yet ih 'eXit~t~: · 
t>i1CP1 comparP!l that t.o- the 'th~falltoCk;On 
roll_t'c~iVf' farm!! in 19_.0 ~·hl'n the'_m_,jo_i'~' 
ity ot fnrrnl'l_ wcr:e t'oll('ctiv!zt.d,.:uld thua 
nchieve!4 un hicn>nse-on·r,upei-:- -.-·: ·-· ·-

DeRplta the miruculoua nchit!veme.nt · 
_ ot Increases In all linea or productiOn 
· and _the fAct thn.t the work :wna quoted as 

"the getiel'a.1 line'' to Ito followed· hi· tl1e 
economic' field, Vozneasensk)r, aa· 'we 
know, has lest both the chairmanship of 
the Stute Planning Commission and his 

'plaC<'- oit .the Politburo, Vurga1 on -the 
other hand, nlthougl• made to i-ecant, 
i-t:taitu1 "n importnnt · place among the 
political econom!Rts of the country, 
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