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PliiLooOP!!r A.'ID ri:..""VOLil'l'IOll 

10 
o .. 1111eD the IIGrrcJV bourgeo15 torn b"" bee11' pealed avar o vbat :f.a 

· ·.·_ved.th, :l.t not tho lllliversality or na&de
0 

eapadtie•, enJ0)1T.lenta, 

. pr0duct_1v" paver~, 'at.:. 0 o:::'- 1nd1Y1duala • produced 111 untvi:nal az. 

chCo:lge? llhat 0 :l.t aot th!: tull cl..velOpmcnt of .hu~:~an control aver . - ' . . . 
tho tercea. at nature ,;... these. or his own natura . .., veU u those 

ot BHallod •n .. tuH"t 1/llat 0 :t.r' not· the; abaolutO elabornJ:ion or. . '- . 

hia creat:l.n dla;><i:iitions, v1thaut ttn:r pra~md1tioi1B other than . .. ' . ' ·' . 

Blltoce'dect h:l.oto/1cal ovolution irh:l.ch mal-:oa the totality or "thia 

ewlut1on - :l.,ti, tho eTOlut:ton or o.ll hu•uui povcra "" auch
0 

lll11l>Oa

sured by any nraviouolv entnbliohad vnrd~tick ~ an end in 1tselt7 

_llhat 1u th:l.u1 1r not Ol o1ttiat1on vhe:re man dces llat renroduoe hi;,.. 

ult ·:f.n 11ZJ7 det~Z'l:l:l.nod_ t<>:m, but praduceo ·hio tota11:t".r? ·1/here ho 

· doss 'not seek to ·:remaia se<>eth1nt: tot"loed by the p113t
1 

but is ia the 

«!JtCIJ.Ute lllO'Iei!IOI1t Of bec0tling7 

-KAliL ~IARX 
'. 
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IJ!TRODUCTION 

lleCBllll~ tho. trens:!'or1:1ati011 o:!' :reality is central to the HegeliiD dia-

l...,ttc, Regel's philosophy comes to Ute, over and over again, ln all per•• 

iodto or crioin end tra:>si tion, when a nev historic turning point has br.:en 

reached, when the establiohea society 1o dug UlJ by its roots and a toUnda... 

tion 1e laid :1'0!' a nev social order. The :!'&<!t that there vare-a reeord num-

ber o:!' Regel atud1es, !!egel publiestlona, Re..:el triiD&laticma and ·Hegel con-

. Sl"'aaea in 1970 crisucrosoing with celebrt\tlons o:!' lJenin as a philosopher, 

mq have appeared to be pure coincidence I lt 'vu the two hundredth ami!.""""·, . 

The brilte :!'ll<!t. 1 s.U,. · o:!' Hegel' 8 bil'th and. the cne l•undredth o:!' lenin 
1
s, 

· · bovever ~ · :h the all-pervasi ven<>.•• of the world crisis -- .aconomic; politi'.. . ;, 
' ' ' ' ' • 1 ' 

·: .. cal., racial., educr.tional, philosophio, social. Rot a single :!'acet ·at' 11!.'~ 0 . 
'prisons included, vas not vei[llled dovn by the crisis - and ita abaoiilte . '·. 

opposite in thought. A passionate hunf!Cl' :!'or a philoar::ph;r or. libr.ration uP'-

beaved. 

• Bot meny pro:!'essors of philooopby may haw related to the Bolodad 
.(. 

Bi-other vho vas shot dO\ln in 1971. But ao dei!pl;r Rl'011nded 1• the lllaclt ·df'. 

mendon in "abaolute negativity," in the desirG for nov beginnillRO through 

the "a;yllogistle" resolution of alienation, that Geor;;e Jackson 'a discOV<fiT . . ' 

· o:!' the dialectic o:!' liberation in that hellbol<~, San Quentin Prison, cen ·or 

·Do means be brushed· aside I1B "ac:cidonts.l," or as a Blo.ck Pa:1ther reductic:c . ' 

or philosophy j:o political l·lsoisCUI such na, "power comes aat of the barrel 

0:1' .. gun." Re~el hilllaeH' hod, arter all, lived during .. tura:1ng point in 

vorld histoly as the Bostille lln8 atormed ond the Great French Revolution 
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initiated aa '"'" &f· exptmoe in thought u in the treedao. ot people. For 

8004 onil euffiei~nt reMon the Hegelirm d.ielectic hes been called "the aloo 

gebr& of revolution;" 

It h true that tbe extraordinarily dde public inhreat in Hel;cl 

(IIDd in the most remote corners or the globe aa vall ma in the netr"!loles 

ot the vorld) h!19 cmel:'ged ~Marx, Lenin and !~no. It 1a not, hcr.mver, true 

that thio nev public has stopped dead vl. th these &lld other int0rpretat1csna 

·.or Hesei without ever botherins to read aa.ything by Hegel). Be th,y BlaCks 

or ll"""n Liberationists, onti-var youth or renk and file laborers "'- a.ll: 
. ·• 

. those "nev peaaicms and nev forces" strive to unite ,philosophy lllld.revolu~ 

tton vithout which the "system" cBilnot be uprooted ·..,.d h1mum ·creativity . .-e-.·· 
. ' . -, : ~ '~ '\ ' . ' ' -~ . . 

' 'lerued, Nothing c:lse can account for the toc!IJ1(-ness of l·larx' s Rumania!'' 
. I • 

.. • . ' ,_• . J• 

Harx, thri discoverer ot a .totally new continent in thoJ>F)lt - R:!.storl;; ,.· 
. •' 

cal Materialism - grounded his philosophy of liberation in the 11raxis Ot 

thl! proletariat "" Yell as in. Hegel's dialectic. At the outbreak or llorld . 

Ver I end the shocking collapse of the great r.erman Social D~mo~mey • r,;,nin 

felt a sudden compulsion to turn to the Hep,elian diaJ.ectic a~ he dug deep · 

· ·ror & nev "concrete un!.versal," thi! concept ot the population "to & tttm" 

vb~ vculd not only: uproot capitelism but create a totally new society. 

'lbo objectivity of todlcy' 1 s thirst for theory has led this author to 

v1ev ~am the vont'l{le point or todlcy' 1s needs both f.!arx' s ana],yais of the 

proletarian "quest ror ur.iveraality," and the "in-itaelr-ness" of Regel's · 

Abaolutl!&. Whereas these Absolutes are !l&ually analyzed as "~nd:J," as if' 

absolute nellativity vere not inherent in them, this author views them as 

nev points ot' departure. Absolute negativity is the inseparable, 

13320 



llll.-perTaaiva, L==n.;.,t mctive force, tbe very re8!1cm tor b&illi! of Abeolute 

ltzlGV:!.Nge
0 

Absolute Idea, Absolute •Und. _:eeeauee J.!arx'• rootedne~s in, md 

Lenin's "return" to l!egel at crucial historical JIIOC!Ilnts illUII!ina~e the preb

le= ot .our day, th&l.r philosophic developmente are as central as are Hegel's 

cnm vorke tn this boolt' a P&rt Ono, "\/by Hegel! ~ Ncnr!" 

Part '1\ro, "Alternativas, • atte!!lptS to see vhy both Marxiot revolution

ariel - Leon Trotsky and Mao Tae-tuitg - ani a non-llo.rxist philosopher -

Jean-P81ll Ssrtre, vho vas just as desire'•• of chonging rather than just in

terpreting the world - could ~ nothinl! to fill the theoretic "Void !n the 

Marxist movement subs1.sting ever since the death of· Lonin • much leeo stop 

the g:!.o'bal march to state-capi ta.lism.. The holocaust of !iorld War II not

vi the tanding, no proletarian re1Tolutiona upsuraed anywhere to mat:h _the_ 

!~· ,..~ +.lu:~ RIH!lJIIi N\ 'ReVOlution that 'elller~d out or World War I. Wb'atCV'.eJ"-

.. nev there -~ bave been ill Sartrean Existentialism es philosophY,' 1 t. vas 

. no pol111"izing force for t.he mosses, arid, isols.ted ·rrom the mBS•es, could 

break no nev ground. A tots.llY nev turning point in history vas needed bit-

tore thos_e opposites, intellectual. and vork.er 1 cou..'\.d meet. 

J:t 'lias not until the emer,cnce of a movemen1;' trom practice in the mid-

1950's b~ouP)lt the Humr.nism of :larxiom and the llegelian dialectic front 

center on the hiaturic otago with the Ea•t Europeon revolutions, that the 

new stBge also in cognition becB.r.le "ctue.l, By 1960, "Africa Year," :md tt.e. 

birth ot a whole nev '!bird World, vhich also hers).ded the Blaclt Revolution 
E~"' 

in the u.s., the upsur·gt"t vas ove'Nhelming. ,.,u.s, intellectua~, vno, thrcur)l.· 

the HcCarth;;itc 1950'•• hed lul<:'>rtated in the euphoria of the 1llusi~n :>f. on 

"end or ideolor,r," vera rudely avakened out of their lethBr~. A vhole nev 
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seotfl'&tiDil of reYolutioniU'iea, vhite M vell as Blo.ck 0 """ born, They r~ 

f'us'""' tO BC!p&rate their CMl t'eel1D81! of ..Uenation in the iTOr:T twera of 

eciue .. ticn t'rCIII their O!>POsi tio.n both to racism end the United States 1 im

p~deliatic var in V1otnon:. In a vord, t'lle ma7enent from J>r&ctice - vl;letn~r 

it vaa in "i:he t'om at' out:ril>;ht revolution• in E<>at Europe, in CUbm, iil 'At'ri-

ea, .Or. miaaed revolutions in Paris and Czeehoalovak1a 1 or reTolta in Japen 

11114 in tho United !ltates - the movement penJ~ated, refused to b& atill~d · 

either in ·oreeticP,: or in theorr. It 11 these ~nev passioU and neV /orces_;c 

that becomD cectnl to Pa:'t Three, "Econocic Reality.· and the Dialectics· of 

Llbentioll." ·':"··' 

.I lliW't conreaa tlmt the te~:~pt11t1on to begin "t the end, vi tit the ~ ,· 
,. . ;: 

.iediate COncem5 Of OUr critiCal paried, VII hard to resist for ODe. living 0 

. . - ........ , ,. .............. -~ -- ~- _ __... _ .. ~ ... --- ~--.. -"' ... _ 
·.a.~~ • .-....... ..... u~.., ..... !"',..,..,...,.,.,._ ..... )"-.. ....... -· ... •--., --·c:o-··--• 

with the end would, in ract, hiL'tl made it impoaBible to cmprehend thi'..,W.Y 
.. ·-

!!!!..• ot the ''why llelle11" The preoccupation with vhat T.eon Trotaey cnlleci 

~the small coin at ooncrete ~uestione" haa ever boen th& road avay f~·~: 

'tbe ~~~retical l.lJaolutea ot Her:el, but the revolutionary prineiplea ot '·'m, 
It VII 10 during the lite, and colbpse, ot the Seeood International, It 

characterized the '!'bird International :!'ollolling the death o:!' LP.nin, The 

theoretic void in the l~a.rxist movement has persisted to this day, vhon mind-· 

1~•• activism thinks it is the ansver to tad""'" hunger :for theor:r. '!'he 

bard truth is thtJ.t there 1o no """ to vork out nev beginning• vi thout ge>ing 

through vhat llep.el called "the labor, the 11atience, the seriousness and sur

taring or the neeative." Which is vhy the nature Horx peraistad in repeat

ing long af'ter he bad broken avay from "Her.el1an1111:1" that the l!e11el1an dia

lectic vno "the source • .,ot all dialectic," Md vorked out hi a odgin&l. 
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pro1.~arian philosophy of liberation. 

It h"" alveya been the b<!lier or thb vri ter that in OIU' age, theCl:7 

CIID cleTelop tully ally when grouncbd in •tno.t tha a•••ea thecselws are do

iag an~. t.h1nking. l deeply regret tho.t I cannot aekn011ledge by name the 

Eut E11rope11D Harldat-l!umanis·ts who collaborated in the writing or Cbapter 

VIII, "state-C8pitalism and the East Europesn Revolts." For -t~e ehapter, 

"The 'lbought of !lao T:se-tung," I am indebted to a young scholar from Peking, 

'O:iu-Cbao, vhQll I interviewed in Hong Kong in 1966, and,vho then bel;ped vi'i!i 
. ' -. ','-• 

. ·~. 'AB tw the lftat ch.;,ter; it had been turned over- to tlu; """· · 

Yoices ot th<! Dlaeks t the :routh, .th" r!!J>k and tile vorbora 'and Vel!:len • a: 
. 11berat1onists; indeed tWo dra:rta or the :._vhole 'vork vere subcitted. tor . 

·-cuoai~ and editing to·sp~eial Dlaek/Red and_ Wolllen 1a L1-berntion 

._-·-

Jan•aa17, 1972 · 
Detroit, IUchip;an 

.·,•_. 

'.-: 
,. 

l 
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·"~- . ·~·"' ...... •." 

'lhe Ual~"tic or neR&t~:rl
'1' [ia) the mc.-ine; ""d ernt
!q pJ'ineiplc. 

J'lla~ u Pro_MtheU.!J • baring 
.toiion tire i'rOI!I honveo, be
sin• to lnlilc!. iiouses Md aet

. ·. . U. m· tho e,..-th, "" ')l111loao
>, l'hTI lliw1M extended itoelr 
· ta the j~orl.d, tumo 11&(11inst 

..... · _. 'the· a}J'p~U'e'rit vorld. flo 'aov 
. 'vitli'thil i!eeelillll P.•liloaop!ly. 

' -l<sn 

•• • insoflll" u 1 t {our 
&1\e] h"" "llda us wuci> 011!' 
liclte I sh<oll aey- that ve 
o:w all ""t•rphyRical vJ'i t
~··· For ~t~hyuies is 
not " aterllo <1h~ur.sicn ,._ 
bout al>atr,.ct notionz vhich 
ll&ft nothin~ to do ui th "x
)>erionco. It 1o a livinr,r or
fort to e10b:racc f':rO!II 11itllin 

· the blt:INI condi ticn in 1 ts 
totality; 

- JeM-PIIIll SIU"t.-e 

Hbto..,. baa ita ow Vlli1 or illuminating a scr!ouo vol'k ot 

.pld~op}q. AM the bisto!'l" or WOl'ld lla:r I - vbich, on the ane 

11.an4, e8Wlod the collapse or est•blioh,.d lla:rxin (the Ge2'1111111 So

'ctal Del:locrr.a,'), and, an ·the other hBDd, leol thot ""'"t m!.l1t1111t ,.._ 

te2'1al1Bt of all, X...n1n, to a n<l!l study of l!er,el 1 s idealim - hu 

,. 

leasms tor our d<q. Lenin'• studlf lad hi:! to the eoncluoion tbl\tl 

•Intellll!'lllt 1rlealia"' is nesrer to intelligent r.&terhliom thiUI 11 

stupid materialim. 1P D!Bloctieal 1de&l151> inct""d or intolliE:ent; 

lll!tllph;ruical. undovalopcd, dead, YUlfl&ro utatic inatend or otupid •• (l) 

(l)I h&Jlpell t<:> h...,_! bOCD the rirst to tnnalo.te 7..enin°o philo
sophic c~nto.rtes on He~el 'n vorko, and I NS uain~r, ey mm trn.no
lllt!o:~, v~ieh eppP.ars as t.ppenolix B in tho f1rot aditirm o! rrt7 writ, 
~rxin anct r•t'f!-!l.1o~, Bcomon., :r.Y •• 19513., P• 354. I v111 o.l.Do eite 
tho 11oft!cinl." trmalatit)o ~hieh •-foBc:ov brout¢1t out in 1?61: 14nin1

11 
Coll~cted ~orka, (herc~fter refer~~ to Junt by volume numb~r), Vol. 
3b. "P• :::-rG. 
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1!1 01&1' a..Y 0 inmlcall;r ea~ 0 there a!'lt !Ie¢1o >~<lliol.""'!! 

'no ....., co ._,.. to Nturn Hegel tc aa<!delll.a, cl.eanaed of' the, 

, .;.,.lrniraiooa" tint by· !.fan 1111tl t.~en by LOra ill, that thi!!Y till<\ 

t!l.,...,lY"" in ...,rltahle •p;reement dth "COl!lll:llniats" vho, frtl' their 

Own Huono, visn Hei!O!l torpt in. a alo""d ontologi"&l vcrld, la 

erry 11ue, vhether cae teelo t!>&t !!egell&a ph1lC15ophy h en illl!>'la

etriOl>le aloAed <m~lop 0 0%' the opea road f1"0lll vhieh. to viev .iaa

kJ.D!J's dnll.lOJ"''SDt u a totality and ~o turns to the aiaJ.e<:tie,o..s 

"the &lgeln'a ot i<'eYolution, • the point io that Hesel hil'laelt did 

.110t diaphcl! rea.lit:l' "!11!!11 .he eatend tl:a roaln nt •pi,ra thoar.bto" 

QUito th• contrary. Tbe pull ot obJoc.tive htoto:ry erouoded . '·.• 

~~llm pliiloogpby l.n the pri~cipl.e ,ot tJ'eedcn, ao .lllll~h ao that 

· the ·aw:ceaoive "~naniff:stationa at the \far"ld Spirtt" ..,... tor~vor 

till41Ds th•mnlves tnadequo.te to tho talik of realhiag this pria

clpl& slid "psrlubin!!.~ ll"o1t the moro the nried man1testAt1ons P"""' 

bh, tbe JIIOl:'e "tho oelf-th1n_l<inR· Idea" keeJ)11 ,..,aP!>ear1n,;, espe:1al.

l;r 1a "CCllli:!IUniot" lands whore they o.ro foreftr hwo:r aepar11tinr. the 

"sclctifia ""torial.iem" of MOl'.& trom Uceol'• •myat1cal. Absolutes." 

l!epl'• Abaol.ut.:a hr.n ever "xerted a el..'Wltaneoua torce or att!'ea• 

t1cm ead repulsion. 

'lhia hbte•lOYe relation•hlp hilS ae.usod 11ot on]¥ mo.teriallota 

but idealluts., not Ol.l]¥ pra;;mlttiotu but nec-CsrteDiano, to on•t a 

Yer.tta'ble ahrcud over nabaolute neg,.~i·r!ty." Boob t:tme. hctevel", 
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,• a .i.111 c:ria,h en~\l.lts tbe vor:ld, the n•on i'or 't.be ll!lbh' .. 

'-•~ attitude ..,..,e out. 'l'htto, iiurlrag the J.'lepreuton, Cha:rle•' A. 

Be&rl!, in bil OIDIIiT "" l'.&£$1 !or> 'llte rn.,..cl.opudia of' S<>OI.d Ss!.

• .,,..,, atr<>saad 't.bat lt vu not Ka.""X IIIlo wiiiiJ>OGe!l" " '"'ol:.Jtiona.,. 

lnter;>ret .. t!ou 11f1011 thP. HeJ!el1on dialoet!c1 it. .,..,. 11Bturo vea 

"re'POl-at1an...,.,• 'l'h1111, in Csrtelll.azi Yranee the 11108t J):rofnuod ~ 

"""lol>edio mind or +.ho ear~ 19th ""ntl1>'1, uho htid "tranulatod" 

til• -nt of tbo Great French 11"Y01Ut10n into 't.bo dtlllcctia 

llathcd, ralllft1no4 .,...,. "oarJ..v unknown until tho Dotpre11i1111, He hoa, 
. •·: . ,. ; '! ... 

11-n,r, b...;,r,;,.,. 11111oh 1111 .... 'the.., DirJce that ti..... J•on ~~n>t>o-

u,.-cio,.idered lt 1111tllrlll that in 1907 in Italy, Bonedetto Croce -··. 

allould haft thOIIPllt !tv,;, t1ine tor "it. fini>.l ftckor.ing" vith. Ilefl61 

-uaoo1&tod v1 tb th• exietentialht eurront vhose pr<~CIU'So,.. hll4 

been crl.tl.aa or the Ho~ll.an oystem.~(2) 

It is true that l!xio tentiall.am, f;•om 1 ts or1F,111a in the re-

11ntoet7:r ot K1e!.'l:ega"2'd, tltrou"-h !leideg~er• 1 Ol1tol01;ieal Bl>1nt; 

ft'ld Ttm.o, to Sm"tre•e revolutionarY elan, vu a revolt as:tdnst 
\\ II 

Uelf01 1s I)"Rter:s, Y'et atter Doin.?. Md !lothin~ness, arter Sartra'• 

e:rporionoea in th~ Raalstance and in tlle pootve.r period debatcto 

<2 >!1!!,. ,r,. • ., HYJll'olit~'• Frerace to the En~lioh edition ot 
Studiea C'n '~"-t"X nnd ~. trr.ns, by .John O'Neill, Hrtnia Doo..'ca, D. Y •• l~U9, 

.··. l 
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Vlt\\ c:o-m!st, ideolop;u ... 1 !Jut... fc>UDd it IMICV•IOZT to ezpt'eOI 

hS. iD41..,ati<lO at the tr1YI.II.ltt1co utt.ere4 about tlta Abtlolutes 

•n te unrc.-tlll11ltlt ths.t a 11811 eon ettll vrl.te today th .. t thlt ~ 

aol.ute io not r.tan.•(J) On the roce or tt, b<>tll aubjeath'ely lll>d 

it O>o...ld &e<t>~J · 
objeotinl,y (the !ledetllllce) 0 !:xist~t!al!emJ1shoul4 bav" bean 

4rcm to !{IU'T-
0

1 O!l&r!> diotincti<ll!. batveer~ econardc aolutioaa :

cabolitiO!I or prtvato J)l'Dp_an-_r - &lid c,.,atbe h!OlWI :relort!onohlpa. 

""P"ei~ "" the mature V.e.rx OzPreoaod ttl "tbo t!eveloproent or 

biii!IO!I J>(IW!I' 'lrhich ta ita """ omd, the tne .... all4 or r.reedom. q(~l 

t.atar ve v!U anlllyao vhy Exlatsntialiam d:ld not tb"" come . -_ . -· - '.- - : -·- - ,' . . ' ., ' 

, ·.to Criinr Vit!:t !{en:'~ Cltll 0XpresoiO<£a that CCIII!IIimtara VRa "o<>t the. 

tl"al o~ !1111181: develo;taent', the fol'll o'r hiDIM 1oo!"t,y•" li""" it 

l9GO•s, 1t ;,"" 110 longer onougb to &Zit u 11' "lfon.is ll>aoluto" 

Mant oaly the iadlvidual rather than ooaial, historic ·.,an and 

veooen. Tha "laok" that _E~!otootiali"" rolt """ not so m:a:: in 

ito relettoniJhip to lr•fl"l.-lf....,., "" 1t vaa to exiot!nfl relllity, 

And it 1a th1• leek vl>ich aloo charncterhed tlla nr~ «~Deration 

ot ravolut!QI\arieo in the l;nited Statoo. Go !ntepral 1a o>~~~pirt

Cblll0 ao a part or the very Ol'F;IIDhll "Antarican,• that nen thnoe 

Who vioh to uproot eapitallum - the youtl> vho have bac0110 .,are 

(3)S!tu:1t1or.s 1 IV 1 tmns, by Benita l''bher 
0 

GaOl'£'! 
N'.Y •• 1905• ll. 315. 

(1, l1!11.1'X, Cnn! tnl, v,l. III. trann. by Snmuf1'l •teor-t an:S. F..d.war4 
Avel1n~t, ChRrlt:tt 11. Kerr nnl'! Coepaey-, Chtco.e:o, 1915, l"• 954. 
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ot th-el'fa. u rcvolution&riac thJ'CNgh rol&t1n~t th•1r teeUcg 

<It alicaUO!l in M~d.,.ta to ~'"""' • theoll'Y of' clua elicnatian 

- at1U SCi'IU•ato Vltat·history hu JOill<ld togatbe,.a 1.fa:rx~s begi!>

IS1Dt;S ao a 0DaV HU1113.111m" sed the .. c>ll.mi""!tion of the l!egeliM 

pbiloocpl1T 1.~ t!le ltbaollote Idea. At the "'""" t:IJ:Io 0 th" "'"tu"" 
1t,r of' •.be ~ CD1Il'!'ltl8 a eon:t'l:ODtatiOD vitll e:ldsting resllty and 

vith t'M 'ff'!'t;:l1~!-f,r::dnn 1\1~tle. 

Tills 1a not to s~r.r that ve eon dimiso · out or band t.>,e COI1-

tenticm that HeF.el's Ab$ol.utea e.re a mere .-estateRnt of Aria-

. tctle'a ltbsl)].utea 0 1:r riot a th>-o'lfoo&ck to .Plllto'a concept o1' phil

oscph~~n!!, vhicb refleetail a,..,.,k a~iety Yllorot slaves did nU 

'th~ 1&.1.~ :md the intellict;.u clll .. , vho did ~o labor • did ell 

labor baa c:ba,.acteried' all socie1;1es 0 eapeoie.J.llr ours • 1a budl7 

,'disp1ltablo. But the general principle ·dntta cat explAin the co,_. 

C1'8te qu~dtioc 1 "by 0 a11 agc.I.Mt the Greek philosophers "bo re

.aain in oeademin, e.re thoro coaotant, =lt1plc and nev rebirths 

o:r lle~ol atudieof r:r. "" lfe~sl •xpresoas it, "notbinP: is either 

ooaceiwd c:r k:>ow in ita truth, except insctor ea it b .,.,.... 

pletely uubJect to method 0 °(5 l 1fh:1 not aubJeet HeF,Ol's Aboolu1>u 

to tb"t 01etbOilT Why not roll the film of nenel'n Allaolutea back 

(5)1'!1~ Scienc., o~ l..mdc 1 trMR. 'h,Y W'.H. ,Tchnsa:a end t.r;. 
·Struthers, :~aaill:ut 0 :1,1, • 1951 0 Vol. !1 0 I>• ow. (All ch,._ 
tiona are to thi~ edition.) 
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!!!!,Ol!!!!l.af' l!!n~ ftlld oubjact Al>s?luto r.nawlAd~e to '11111 te5\t 

111>7 na~ te1t th,. lode ot llor,el'• !lcien"" or_ !Ngia, it& A'Dllolllto 
' . ' ' - ' 

lo •atte7 wb&t lie !I'll' • OVI\ 1ntent1r>:>a, pollticml eoM01"1 .. 

uraa. ep@aulatjn ttoodic:/'1 if' t!>.e diocavQn:r !A abaolutzt nltga

t1vitT h•d oVtlll clAinod the lmovlodt!O or pl"'C11101nR "mirad.es, • 

llov eCIIll4 he h""' atoppo4 the cell:lel'll .. lllotion or thm dloJ.ectie 

J=it boc''"'"' hiD 'I''"" !'<!!U!Md tho end, of hb E!lcysl"J!lle<!.la of Pbi:Lo 

. !23!ni'c.:l Rei...,eut In'~ case, what "" !Jaw to do 1e oixt:lline 

..- · S.f\Olllll p~loscpey as is 1 its !!IOV..,..nt, \/e need ·to do tbio not 

- •• •• . '* - . .. ~-...... --- -··- .............. u... ..,., ... - ...... ,.. .,.,. :aor ~o .-..~ "" ..... ~··• " .......... ,. ...... ..--·--• .... :...-: ..... -= -~ .. -..., 

in need ot a l'hiloacphy ta ~~~Set thtt cbtllenl!" of '""'. t:Lmas, llltat 

_lllllcee lbr,&l a ccmta;>orar;r 1o 11hat l!ldo h:l.m 110 alivo t<> !-!IU'%1 'lhe 

co~en~ of tile 41alectic or nenativ~ty for .. portO\ or proletarian 

revolution_, a• vell "" for tlt~ "b1rt.h-t1me" of' hiutcry in vhich 
/ ' 

lleeel l1voc!, llarx uover tired ur rell'!&tinll thl\t it """ illlpOSI1• 

ble to tern Q!le'• bock "" the i!cf!'lliM philoscph;r beca.uH it lt&d 

penet:rs.te.t deeply into the actu&l .,O'V'OD>ent of hiatoxy des111 to He

~111 mm "eotrao~ tnsit'.!tt." Baeau!Se o&U' hun=.er t'or theor:r 

arineo ~t of the totl\llty or tho preoent p:lobRl crisis, Ket:el'• 

daple Journolin1c nnal;,oes re<>ch tar "o.boolutes ," like the do-

seriptlon o!' our era sa cne thllt ia both tm ~ or "revolution in 
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,, 

-~luttCD,~ ond "c~ter-revolutiao within reYoluttcn.~ rotl~ctt 

the Oll.!eotift cQIIJ>ll].sim: tol' a new eZIIOlino.ttoa or Begel'a co~>cept 

ot • wolute no>~AtiYity," 

It -b b1gb t111lt tc ena.,.,.,te,. !!"""1 on h1r 01111 """""d - the 

A!lsol;.te );otbo1 - vb1nh 18 nppoaed, ~ ""~ mel the • ..., tw • to 

. be in -tllllt mt1on1 ond ro ":adu!SIIt" "" to I'St"u,ae to b"" to ,...., 

Altrolute Su~tonco. Tli!JI 1a beca:>se, !'t"ecise]T beclll.IBD • tt i• tha 

lli_ahotle or th• SubJect, the aont1nuous pMC:eU or b6cO!dc:s, the 

IDl:i'oOIOrlng, relt-act1Vc, aelt-tranocendintt ..,thod ot "abaoluto 

n~c"t'-~ t;r." 

··.: 
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-•·'"'v-•••• ............ - ........ ~., •• .~·.·r~•'-<'' ••-.• ••~·-••·,o 

Our e:s:oc·n is a bi!'th-tb•a, and '· 
)>Vrlod o-r trw.si 1-.1c:1. ,'I!!o e-p1rl.·C 
ot 101111 11"" 'orokDII vitb the old ort!ar 
at th:ln...., hitherto J>"Tnil:!.ng. Dlld 
vi th tile old •"a:!fl of' tbinld.n~;. • • · 

-7 Kegel 

· .:p.e .PbenoC!ellolog of Mind and '""'" Scieneo ot Loglc - Reael
9
e 

...,~s:e ot dioacm.,y" and llb lor,ia cf' estrsct catesories - are a 

··. ~~: tor"r::on."to lot tho dead bur;r tb" dead"(o). .mile the li'Yinr; 
:.....:;·,-:'· .:. ' , , • '· ' ' ' : • .I , • \< 

io i'ortll tc moot tho ehallen«e or the lli:os, aod •r:ive eo.r_to ita 
;· J 

'Jh,+. vno.,.,. ~- p,.of...nn• ·nt i.nn'in fa v1 thout 
. -

·"conorotion or eenoe," the "'"ctt~ment ot the 11etulll, of thO erri• 
·, 

Tal. ot ~ nev epOch, -pe:r::teates the v!tole ct: thcr PhoniXIIoMl.05l"• So 

&lift io this 0 pl'l!aence'1 in th., atrur.ll'le, a lit'e aiu\ death. str"'t-. 

B].a, otcCDi!dousneas vith the olljectiTo vorld, vith ndt-cenacl.oWI• 

. naaa_. vith Other -be it betveen "Lol:'dahip and l!olld~e," or be· 

tv.,..n eelt-oonacioWineau and its 011n unhappiness t eo exci tins are 

~eae ~l<J'Oriences ot' Consc~unness"(S) -- htatoriaal ·and "abeolute." 

(6) 'l'h.n Phf'noruenolo.. ot Hind, tr.!uw., by J.n. Baillie, t-te.cmillant 
IDodOil, 1Y3l, hore\!U'J(t!!r r-~ferred to a.5 Phcr.c:menolosr), P• 130. 
Oee alao The flc:tP.:nc" of :.o~ic. Vol. I, Jh 3:;, 11 ~"'hore 1\re no trnooD 
in L<>I'J,a or t!>c n"" opirit 'iiiiich hM o.rioen both in Le11min15 and iEI 
Lite,:~ 

(7) . 
ltectu~3 on tho Htntt;trv ct 'P'hllcv.lnnhv, trano. by E,S. Ual-

dMo tL"1d f'rMcis H, Oir.mon, Hu!lllllit!ea, !-I,Y., 1955 1 Vel, III, 
I>• 583. 

(O)iler:al'a orl.P,inal oubtitlo of tho l'hon"'""'"l"'7'• 
.13332 



... 

·····.-~-----..-..-_, ..•. ···------·· ~-.-- ·•· 

:!...U-:1~ ..,~ uni:nl'real, o.ll br<tr.thl.ng the -"Ya::'ld S;:1rlt" ":.""" 

"t.Su hu .,....,• - tll_at th• read.er 1o Nll4y to tollcot !!ol!'>l upoa. 

'the 10Dif1 tortuOWI 1 2,500 year trak of' llutem philosophy. lie 

tall"" f'rc:ao Ha b1rthplt>ca in tll'eeeo arouad 500 B.c. to its lcmp 

to tatlll troa.lom in t~.o Oroo.t l''t'elleb illl'l'oluUOIS ot 17691 to 15o6' 

· -·~Ple_t1Dg the !11s!!..~enoloPT. 

It 'be~..,... i"'!'CB<Jil>le to sctparet<t Nlll.it7 and apirlt, not 

'lleoiiUIIot H .. p.el hac i~~~p<>a~d apirit up<n rulity 1 but 't:oci\Use apir

it.b 111l1Ciwt in reality. 'l'llroUilholit Phennmonolo&'• 164 Yflllr 

UbtoJIOOo "llhtt :t .... anent rllytlm Of the -..nt Of <!!!!l""l!~Ucl 

~cu¢1~"(9) has cut. a opell Ol.' crltica lllld 1'oll01lera e.like~. '.!'lie 
'.\ . 

. : .tiacanrer ot Ht~torlea1 Mai:orialiam. Karl Karx. cr1t1c1&od tho 

old a'eter:tsliu tor ita failure to gnpplo vit.h actuallt;y, vbich ·.. -
.led to the "ae-tive •1dtt"(lO) be:lng d<>YOlopod by Idttoliu•n 

(9)Pban.,on~ 1'• llT. 

(lO ).,'1'1110 eain ahorteoc.tnll of Rll m~tP.rllll.1sm up to nw ( inClud-
1ilg th.t ot' l'<!ucr'>o.eh) b that the ol>Jeet, tho l'l>o.lity, s<msuoua
neaa. 1e coneeivad on].:r in the rom of thft object. en- at' th.o intui .. 
t1on [Ant!ehllu~]; not hovr."'" ao ~uous hu'!lnn H.ctiv1tv

1 
pr~t.'C!o; 

11ot aubjectivcl:r. Uttnce tho eetiv~ aid!'! ·wao duvelo~od n.b:.trnct.ly 
f.n o~pOIJition to r.~aterialiot~ hy i!.lor..lilllD... Feuerbach VMtS. a"n
BUOU!J ob,)eetn Teo.ll,v diotinct rrnm the ob,locta or t!>ou.~ht1 but ho 
doee cot conr.<>ive of: lm:nan Betivity- itoP.lt 110 an o.ct1vity llir:o<t nt 

·ob.1ectn [~at::t'~~tP...ndlichn 'I''lti~eit..]... He thcre:rO!'e doeo not c:r.u
prebr.nd ~~c air.nifi~ancc or •rcvolutioner.r.• prRcticsl-crltie~ ac
tivity." I hnve U.Ged l:icholn.a J.ob.koJiar.'a tra.n!Jlati.on or H11arx 1a 
'l'hauen on Fo-u~-r-b~ch. n~ onli 1:~c=-u~!': it ! :: an e;;collont trn.-1Blo.t.1nn, 
but al.no bacf\u1Jc the JHll"ticulor c:hnpter baa a critirtue ot Gidney 
flock's "1ucst!ona.ble vn.:t ot' proceo•Hnr-.r• on the whole queotion of 
J.to.rx' o Phi lo·~onl) ie-~:nnnonic 1 f•,nu3cri'1tA. fee· !J lcholtuJ tobkoviez • 
Theorv n.:-a1 i'rnct.1.ct~, l:i::· .. ort of' "'- ;:-mc~·lt '!"rn::: Ari~'t~tle to .•.tnrx, 
Univer!Jit:; ol" t;otre i.Jane, Lc:n•!on, l.J•..o7, p. 4~3, 4uoJ, 4t.?5, 
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!htt Pheno~nolon 1a, •• t}ltJ hidden, still unclear 
trTen-· to· i'tRelr, and. II'!Yitttirtog er1t1c'al. u'a1loso
~. Hovever, to the extent that it boldu r .... t 
the &l!~nat!an or. H.sti- eYeD 1-r·:~an appeAr1 only 
in the f'om or Snirit ·- to. that extent all r.le
aento of orl Uotom lie hi•ld<ID iri it ud m often 
&l.:rftady n!'f!nnrr.d &nd vorJcerl out in a me.rmer ex-

.. tencilng tar ,,er:Md the l:tt~.ulimi"· atan.dy)oint,. 'iluit 
iJeeticm_, on "Unh~~ow.r C'orusetousnee11," the "llonorr
lblci Conaciouaneaa ,'' the strur.-f"~e batveen the "n~>
ble" .usd Nb~e" eonsc:iouaneaa, etc., etc., contain 
cir'itical ele,.,nto - althoup;h ntill in M all"nat
cd tom- '>f vhole •?h~r"' like 'Relirion, the 
State, Chic Life, ate. !11) . . 

In o& vord, der,>ite the :t'act t!;et lfaD is novh~re pres•nt in 

. tbe Phftllomeru>l<>PYI despite th,. .fact that li;or,el analy~<eo thn dGvel

Op..ent o:t' C!lllaciollllneaa and aelf'-eoftllciowsne~o u disembodied BJ>ir

,itat 6eopite the i' .... t .that l"reec!Om and lle..;on likeviae appear ail 

actintieo ot "the mind1 dtoopit.e the fact that Hegsl'• "estr&HI/:t!d 

.1ns1f!!lt" hao ~aul!ht only "the nbot::oact, lost cal and aJ!<Iculatiw ""'" 

preoaton i'or the mOYamnt or hbtory," M..,.,. conclude a that the die-

. lactic· l'IIT~al• "tranocendence eo ron ob,jectin ..,., ... ant,". !lar:o: dl.d 

Dot lingle oUt tranaceudence &0 an objective MOVam&nt merely in or

der tc oh011 vhat vos "behind" the atru~l'lea or conocioua.neu and 

11elf'-con•c1cuanese - mftnk1nd 1s actua.l hictory. ~flU"% Vl!ll alao al\ot 

suing agninat the D&l'l'OV .... terial1ota who had :t'&iled to aee oel:t'

-dnelopment in actuality, Juot as they had 

(ll)~·!arx, Critique or thC! HeCPeltnn Dinlectie. I hflN'ened to 
haft l'leen tlJP. 1"1rot to tr.molate into !.:n.l'liah tne na.r-f'Rrnoua Zcono... 
m1c-Ph1.lo!lonh1c nllltur~crin!!!_, l[:.b_~ .. IIJnd I ·nr.t quotintt f'rnm ray t.;:;m;:' 
la.tion, vhich anJ:Wtllrs 1.n Anpenriix A. ''nrdnm nnd ::'re.,:lo~, 1153 P.di
tion, p. 30'J, ~;tnc:q thon, nnny tra.nn'i5t"'ion:~ ha.ve heP.n TJUbl1Bhedl 
aeo Biblicl':rArhy for " llotin~t, 
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ll. 

t'o11A4 to see it in the st:rugr).ee or COIUIC1ou•neaa. ID coutr .. t, 

....a.tratondilll! the fact that no outside :!'oree propels a !ll)\'1!1!18nt 

rorv.lll'd all.ov<>i ReJel to Site the development of tho\lfilt ... "paro.l.

lel"(:v;) i:o vorl4 hiototy. 

llh .. thttr one accept• ;fan's eritique 11114 aeea tha l'tlllti tudi-

aoua atages or slieno.tion - ot sub,ject an.l obj"ct, of Conacio\18-

nea!J ond Self-Conaciowmcas, of reason 1!:14 revolution, of' Spirit 

· in ,Sel!-Estrar.gement, not. to meDtion the cll;da:!.on vi thin the Aboo-
' . 

lute ltael! - .... au "estl'llllgt!<\" illSight into selt'~dev .. lop,.nt or 

· labor and it'o producti<m··relat!onl'l or vllether one .remain• vith 

H_egel, cnntined to the reolm ot thou[>;hi;; or vllothar one b011a to 

Sart~a'a conoept of "other" aa "H~ll 1o other p~aple" i the cru• 

41A'el.opment, thoro ia a correopO.u\ing hintori~ ato.r:o, :t>ut sloo 

tbat thousJtt molds ita e;,perience in &uch o. manner that it will 

n~er &.gain bu pOll Bible to keep these tvo Oj>pcsi t"a 'in seplll'nte 

reolma. The ... thod or uni tine: the tvo dialecticr.lly is irreds-

tibla becauoe it comes rran within. Althouf<h the historic per

iocla ...., not apecit'ied by Hey,el, neitheX' "'re they "euperimpoaod" 

OD the ataeea ot conaciounneaa. 111utor;r reMains the innermost 

cere of' al.l of' l!e~ol1 a philoaophio cate~ories. J.ll. Findlay it1 

absolutely correct vhen be vrites that • "'.ful!h of tha 1ntenne ob• 

acurity .:;r He.,d's text i~ here [section on Spirit in Self'-E•

trongement] duo to the concealed preaer.ce or en historin•l 

I'~ 

(l2)1legcl
0 

r...ctul"e• on the R!otni""t of' Philonophy, Vol. III, P• 547. 
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flltiOpfiO. the truth, t...,., de~~pl;r rooted hlDtoritltl content or lle,tel

lllll phUr.:ioplty, 

h>:auae llepl vu enr.l;rzins un1vero!LI.o u not aeplll"ate 

ft'CII tll11 1ndiTidual0e "G."Qel"i .... <e, n II Single Ot4g<> or alienation 

set• u £1'fl&t 1121 11l=inllt1on an dooa A.Uenatioa "" a totality, 

H011 oli&I1J' emr,eaea - t'1"0:11 Joa1oh Ro.y~e' • rellgiouu preoccup.,_ 

tial> vitb th" "Contr1to CoiUidouot\eoa• to Jierbert ~VC\Uie 1 a p,._ 

ocaupatiaa with "toclmol";;l.cai realit,o" end itil alleged "Ccnqueat 
. . . . (111) not" . . 

.. ot ~· Unhapp;y ConsclOWJneu •" haveA dopend<!cl on Her,d' • All• 

enat.d Soul .,.. Unluippy Conaciouaneaa? 

'l'he. ocnstant real'P"".""""" ot on" ancl the &IIIQe mo-..,..,nt . .-

. tho dialectic u a continuous procea.s or eel1"-development
0 

"' pro

·c,.,~~·'oi donlQ]:>R<'ftt tltroul!h contradiction, thr.;.,gb olienaii.,.,, 

through clouble IIOS"tion - begins vi th nonae~cert41nty &lld never 

mtopa its CC>Meleao Jlot1on, not e'P.n at its npox, Aboolut" Y.nCIII• 

led!!"• It is· tho cloYO>lopment or l!lllllkind' s bin to,. from bonda!Je 

to treed.,., It is tb~ dev6lop..,nt of thoUJ!ht t1"0111 tlle French 

~lution to Geman Idesliot pbiloaop!•;r. It io Hegel trMs

torning the <lialectics or tb<> French !!evolution into "Absolute 

Method." 
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13. 

1'h<t pl.l!l>itllda (and autrorir:!tl ot. conoeiouanoaa :la seli'-de

Tola;;emt that lle""'l !lns JS&t!lel""" tonetlte!' tor hie •scionao ot tila 

~edonca or CGI1ociowsn!!u" allows. ttn a l!f'Cilt variety or inttlr

pretatiCIIIo ('i'ary ott.on by tb& • ..,., 41sce:rninll; relldor upoa S!!Sl!, ~ 

r~lldiag ot a PMI&He), llut aucb varied lllll\l;raos eM be made b.,_ 

C!IWIO • IIDd a:J.y becaun 0 Her,el """&ted hb dialeet:lc out of' a liOBI: 

pa1:\~tak1np; and r!,:mrous oxNJdn4t1nn of t.ne moverucu1t or no lens . 

· thQ 2 151JO ye/U'II ot hiat0>7. Tho tact that this l~>bo:riOU:l c1owel

' ~nt or mankind cull'linated :ln the p&riod or tb" l"l'ench BI!VoJ.u

UQII drov& the P."..lliw; to break vi th th~ :lntrovero:f.CD or his phUo-

•opb:lc cont!!!!!pororic= • 

Weft oae even to 1!0 to tho extrue Md oupertmpollt .Juot tvo 

CIJ.~islono,upou the vholo _,or the !'-!!!'!!.9.!!\!'J!.D}J!e:Y.o sru tllh vould not 

be "vroat~." 'l'bua, "What Happens Up to the Dar or ~vcluticm t• 

, ao1aJ.4 be tlui bouadinl\' ovel" Consciouaneoo, flelf'nCoo~c:lo""neaa ar:4 

l!ouoa, 1111d_ ell tho rer.:ainin~t staRes or 4eveloJ'I"ODt - Spirit, Re

ligion, and Absolute Ide~< - could the11 be titled ·•:lhat H11pp1111a At

ter tho !levolution?" · Even ouch nveraimpl:ltication or, 1r you v:lsh, 

Y"-ll.CIU'iiRticn, would not be violating the opirit or Hesel, provid

ing it vore done ror the pUl"pone or penotl'atin.'t uc.,el'n &.nolyoio 

ot tho d!olectic of develoP=t, or method ,... aelr-movement, For 1 t 

1ti the aelr-davelQJ>nent that ie the sum lllld substance, the ooul Gild 

ap:.\rit or the dialectic, in thought "" in l:lte, in hiotcr;r "" 1n so

ciet:r, in ph1lonophy as in l1 tornturo:, All or vorld hie tory voa to 
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llepl a blAto::r !n the "progreoa md tlut ccnaoic;unneaa ot ·:rree-· 

tloat." ( l5 ) 

Bo atee;>e& in hie tory 1 oo riell 1n e><;>eriODeea and profound 

1n pb!.loaophin r:met,.St10Do 10 d11Ul1.1UleOOLOly indiTidual' and Ul11• 

. . 
aeloucllc•a" throu!lh "the giddy vhlrl ot J'O'I'Petually solt-c:ree.ting 

41so:ac1e;r11 or Sc~tie1tst5, to the "3p1zrit 1a Zelt-t:.Jtranger4mltD" 

: u t.h" 'vholiJ biotor,r ot vorld'a cultll:'o b travensed 1 thllt it ia 

·illpozaiblc here to tollov Her,el'a mlltitudinOIUI deftlopmont oven 

in. :taint outline. l'or our purp""~" it will be au!i'laier.t to· at

tellpt to come to gri·~a vitb Al>aolute Knodadl;e vilere 1 it ve 'IU'l! 

· . to believe "the Mterialiato·," the Absolute owllll<Mid ·the ~tu&l 

-• --- _.,.,.. ,e,.._ -.I .._ ..... A~..- .., ..... - --- ------· -- --------· --· 
voll!t ot the I!Cr.demic aehol4ro.• the Ph<>nOillenolotrt pr"""u itself' to : 

br. "'a apeoulatl"' thaodicy in the es9~tltial rom ot a. metapi1Y,i:• 

. (lS )The Ph1l011onb.v nf Jl1Atol"V', trlltls, by J, lllbme, 1/illey 1 ll. Y •, 
19~''• 11:12. So n!lturnl do 11etu&l. revolutions e""'e to !:dad vhen one 

-is vriting in •o critieBl "r-oriod ns r ... rnnn:r_ia the early l920'"·• 
thr.t Karl Karsch, in ·quoting P.e~el on tho vi.c'V of t1enum Idenlilifm as 
a vholfJ - "revolution wa.t~ lodttsd and expreoaefl o.o ! r in the veey 
form or their thou .. J>t," - ]>'1SB1onately otreoaed the fa:>t thnt Hellel 
vas "not talkinf! of llhnt con.to:tm:pnr&ry beurr.;coi:J hin:torisns ilf ph.1lo
aophy lil:~ to eall a. r~volutinn in tbout;ht - a nice, q,u;et .ttroccsa 
tbst tnkes placet in the t'u:ro reulm or the study mul ~V' eru-ay t'ro::l 
tba crude realm of Mill ntru,::eles., The ~·oa:tt1st thin Iter, prCMlueed 't-/ 
hO'.a.r=:;eoin !I'OC!~ty in ita revolut1onarJ 'Periotl rcP.u:iod •revolution 
in the_ tom o~ thouP.at' na "" ohjoct:!.vn co>monent or tho totlll. ~o
cl&l proceiS: ot n- real revolution~" '·!a:r,;iro:'l $'...Od l'hilcnQ!)~W, (1923), 

P• 38i, 
- · l{ev Le!'t nevi"" i::ui t1onn • Lo.,don 1 1910 1 

13338 



·-"'"' 1- ,1 
·~ 

·:· 

.•.•.. - .... ~_.·~ 

15. 

ot pl"'CitOI m4 · .... tllo4. n(lG) · 'lbe truth \K that novho'l"l 1s the 

htator1a eharaote~ or SoRel's pb~loa~io c~tagories more eYldent 

thllll in·· Absolute Eilcr#ledg.>o 1114""X 0 llbo certAinly di4 not fllil to 

oee tllat th• chapter "cont41ns both toa'aa~Atiou and the ~lnta•

scce ot too l'llotton<tnol<·u," uin~.led out aboaluh ne~tlrtty aa •o 

crtel'JlOV'trill.'! a "result" that, thoul!ll th~ v1•1"" V'LII "abstract" ll.lld 

Mstoey," Let us entsr then that aaar~onct intellactu!ll lmven 

. '·enoS ~eo i'or ourselves, this ti"" not Just in taint outlSca, but in 

detail. 

Hegel ~egino 11114· _endo thti final chapter, "Ab•olute Knovledse." 

bir etreaain(l that recollection of 1111· ot11geo or <ieve'lOJI'Oent. u one · 
. . ' 

vo:y o.r sraapinG the ""'thad of h<r.t tht> oppoei tion betveen o .. lt-eoa• 

a~ioumees ond itu obJeet ia transcended in lit,. Ho b01;1ns his 

recall v1th the fir3t aeatioa, vith 1-dbt.. "••n•e-eqer.1 .. naer. 

.nd it• rolatedn.,•• to "Other," pn.Tt;ly u r.orception, und· eoaen

tinl.ly liS ui11!.orotMdin~;. llovever 1 instse<! ot !JOllie;. Cl!l to t.be next 

eeq,uence - &elt-cOn:u:iouanesn, e1thar as it oxpreaaes it:t.elt u 

Lordship nnd lla!dltge, Stoioiom, Sceptic!Qm 1 or tile Unhappy Con

eQiOUDneaa -- ne~el atop• in ord~r to drav out vllat io the quin

tess~nt1al1 not only of' noction I, but ot the entire Pheno.•enolo,;y 

(16)See lleinhal"t Klemene Haurer, Ha~ftl U.'ld ~~~.s Frvle de!" 
Ge~ehi~t~te; !nt'!l'rm~tn. tionen ~ur Phrv~nomr:nt>lo,.,.it.~, f:t·tlttgnrt-Berlin
Color.;nP.-~~llin~~ l;/IJ5, i)• ,;o, ::'lnce t-:lo ,~rt tlmt concorna ua ia tha 
!n~niou:. ana.lj"sie of thn .r!ns.l thr~e r.:uon.r..rn.phn of The 7-:nc~rclcmae
di.n. or P'nil.,·:o~:.!cnl Dt:l(:ncca nnd JlCN' tlle'lo are ouppo-Jad to rel:iot.C 
to th~ Ph•~nc: .. :·nl"lt)·~', ·.m ~~ill return to ~llitlr1!r' B von vhen va de&l. 
'With Tb.Pl hoilo:1vnhv cr 'Und, 
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Md 1 ·inC..nit r:'i t.lio viuilii' •ayli~Qilit,• not a~ ot Wlch hall 7et ... 

'1'11" objftct as a vholo 1• th~ ,..,di .. ted re•a.tt 
(";he ayllol!inm) or tbc paning ol:'. univc..,llll• 
1t:r .iilto individuo.J.ity :~hrow:l• •podfioatlo:•• 
alao the. ra'lel'!:e pr~<!oa 1'1'0!'l the· individual, 
to 1111ivcro,...l t..~roU7lconccUO<i 1t~c!ividual1ty 
01' a~cifics.tioo, . 

~e deceptiTe ai=-lici~/ or this loRical conclualoo ia ~lka-

lT to catch the reGder 1lll:&7are that Rogel 1a here . 1n·troduo1ng tho 

~hree nentral categc>•icu - the Universal, Particular and L-\divic!.

w - ot the •:AS-• yet wvri t_ten ll~i""c~ or k-Ill. e. It ~a to \io 

110tod tl>o.t, tllou~h tbellla catennriea a~e bOund togatller into a ;yl-

. _l6~ta,., nch remo.ina itanl\"' 0 (II" m<m~ pncl.o.,:cy-, ocne is recluotble 

. tio t'nll otl!ar •.. Hesel Wldoraaoru the tciet tht\t doubl<s ne£tlt1on 1 

11111r.h 'cboracterhea tlul ..,...,..,nt tran Abatraat (t.he Un1n~~Sal) to . . ' . 

til-! aona!'ete (the Ind~vianal) "throueh .apiC:I.ficstioo" (the Part:!.-
. ' ' 

Clll...-), holds .true also vben tbe praceoa ia rewrae4, In a VOI.-4 1 

. n&gation o1' the ne!!"tion, 110t nayotltllsis," al•o ciuoraater1:.eu ."tho . ·, · 

rave...;e :proaoaa· tr= the indiviaual to the uni"P.rslll,"(lS) · Ill hia 

aWII!latioll, !le((ol del!lonatrntes that ~his So oo l.ll ovary eiDI!le 

st&fl'O ot the d.,..olop:oont 1 ond, therefore, tro:o tb~ very tiret oeo
t!OD to the t .... t, it ie tbio V..ioh char&.eter1:tcs the ~ or tho 

(17) 
Phanon:enolo~. !h 790. 

(18)~ •. 
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11. 

Ph8ftonenolo~,(l9) 

Iio la .:rue11ll. to ~!>"UP this ...,....,11181111 tr"" the a1>otrAct; to 

\be c<~~crete "" a •el"-''"""""".!!1• ond not to. v1ov it u if 1t 114-

ha:r ... to ccmo a<>:rt or statio. trbdic rom. 'n>OU<.h it """ not 

l!csel, ·but P'tchte and Scluollin~r 0 1.'1lo spQ):e o! l>hllcoaphy u a 

d&YB~nt or th~aio-ontithcs!s-oyntheois, thio atftte~nt t .. 

often beeu mhread ao lUI tlll!lresdon cf the lle,..liz dilll.ect1c, 

lie au.it •top a "''"•nll lor..~r to •hmr that t.'l" tl-.relt co.tee"'riea 

mMtiot~e<l. bore are.l!ut a 0tl'iplictty•"(20) not a SY'I'theds; not 

' a;rDthotie G"'!1ll.t1on 0 but the .dialfOCltici of sel1.'-4ewlopl!:8Ilt through 

s dt.Nbl" noe"t.t""• !lo ID!lttor whnt thOJ 'J>hen<>!l!e~ll "'""• thouP.ht 

.. aolol.e the fui'IG or e"ttorience 4...., a vey th .. t det.endoo¥ both the 

. (l9 ll'or the mo;,t ccnaroto worltins out of the Mlat1onahi!' of 
~:~.the Frttce1t neyolution to t.'he Plul~ome-rtolo~. !llle .Jean :iyppol1 ta, 

,!zeniae ct· Stl"UP.tUI'd de la. ?hnOl"ti:tenolo~ie 'lo· Ke~l. Ir.trndut::tion a 
la Phtlo::::oo~ir.·de J.il!i~t..,tre t1£! H;lr~l. -~~lone vbo do not ltncro~ 
French should c:on11ul~ ii..vrpol1 t~' !I ~~n in '·!nrx r .... "ld lie POl t es
:paaln.lly tb.e chn!rter on "Th" 31ttn1f'icrtnco or tlH! Fronch 'RP.volu
t1ott in Her.ol'n P!lenorr~nolCit'!"'•" and thR on~ on '"lbe Concept of 
Ute Mel ·Ex!IJtence in !iep:ol. h !Jbe lattt!t-. cr-.Alcent'ro.tes oa the . 
aectloe en 11 Lordoriil> nnd Ba:ulohil> ," on wbich l!yppoli tc COJ!'!'lontst 
"P.~ra \rei er.n rm~ tr.e concrete Di!-~1 fi11rmc" or the q~~olio.n rtri.n
c1plo or rwr.ativi ty. l!~v.el'. synte10 ,~. flU' frO!ll being " le;.;o,..cby. 
is a lor,:1a of the lifo Ol' tllOUp.ht," (p, 17) 

(20) v 
Lo.~r, . .,h.,n •..te t't't\"'f:'le with t~e ~. v~ !hnll hear •. eeel 

llllltrh at tb" vholo eor:~truct o1' triplicity, inohtin~ th"t it io 
t't:tally n 1'\UBtlr"..l:Olic:it-v-r "Ir n'Lit::l11B2" i:J a'?t\l.ica.blc, then in the 
Vhollt aour3~ this ra~ct7nd ie:-11di:l'tQ is the tbir:! te~11, tho !i:mt 
1£tcd1ate 'lnd the Netlh.t'!d bain:r. t.it& ot,m-r ter:tt:l. ··n11t it in nleo 
thi!'-t of A ntn•ieR c<. ... ~n•>~~Htl bcsi.rle:i n!' fi::3t (or t'or..2Al) no~ativtt 
!!.."!~ e~:ol~Jtll n::.-.:ro.ti•,;i ty Q~ 3CCIJ.nd n•!,::t:'t.ti'le; nr:u, aince thff. fo:r:uer 
(the first r.~r.:·ltiw) !s !tt:t!lf t~m !~cond trt~, • ... "'e third torr.1 may 
nov be c:."tuntr.d "'" fourth, nnd t~1c nb!lt!"'lct t"oro of it ma7 be t~en 
AI a C'\UI\dr"l!)llctty in pln~f! or· tr!nl!c!i;.,-. '!'h~ ~cienco 01' t.tJ~ic 
Vol, II, p, 478, 
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•xperlonce Mil "the vaya in vhlch ccneeiown:en m\Aat hav the 

'ObJect· llO 1taelf'o" If<'!' b the pep;htiOil at t'a .. "cr,~tloo ll "!!ulll

ty," 'l'!lo 'l'v:;itiw. 1o cof!tnil<"d ln the aer.nti.,.., 'fllich .h t"• p,.tb 

to .. ntrol l:e~l!!!l!!!.!!.· 'l'hh c!\aro.cteriz.,.,-not onlY the Lol'ic, bnt u:r.; 

or. core cnr.eetl.v, lt t.~ n r..ovem.fmt tn ·~htt !2£:.!,!:.9 1n the Phenc ... 

mMlo"''• .,., in dialectics tn :~nal"al, '>lecrlU4U tt in 1!. tact o~ 

!IJ,. :t.ot .-~ec~!:" !~'!'~l"!~P<l" ;tt upon hi~• ~. ot" t:uJ !'hano

nenO:tor",.~ or The EnC'I'clO?~dls or ?:li.lo~tl.,htetJ. 3el~nC'lR• It is 

.. ·_-_-t,h·" n~U" of 'deYO:i~pltO·nt. xt i:a- a'·ract or -~1.ife~ 

the at~tp;e or R•Mon vbcre be had 10mde .biB critique ot the ph1lo

a~btos 'b'&nod on "!Nnt. e·RQ.n· lle not&B th11t "thl!' mn.ent" esma be

. fore c:oru<clousneoa aa Pure ;notrht. :md l!:n-l!.mten,.,nt, v!llch !.D 

IIDT."O ral.evllftt to 01:r ~· (21) 

'l'hll enliihtP.ntnP.nt cctl'!'letl!!a o~irtt'!'l !<'llt'
eatl"llll~"raent in thiB reaL::~. too. 1.;"het.he~ &flirlt 
in st~lt' ... n.11,..nnthm tUT"r.-1 to seek ita et\ff!-t•r ~U 
t.o a rc,P.on 1:-ht:re it heco::'U''" conaciou" or tlte 
fCBCt: or sal r-i!'·l\ll"t-0.11Uh Er.lb·htenr.!.ent UJ'SC'tB 

the hoant!hold SJ.'l'flr':i,C~:"'ta. vll:le'u tl'lrit ellr
rit>s out in .tha houne or rrdt.~ "'"J) ~rin((inr. 1n 

(2llln tnlkinF: to ·•orkin~ elM• ( .,..pe.ch•llY ~lact.) uJ.uliencea, 
I hD.ve found t~, rnllavin!" .,untntton in not onl7 ~nonr-:; tho noat 
papul.IU" sections • Uut 11ho hrinp~ out tht.! !'lOOt. CO/~;cnt e::-;.umplea 
troa their l,t votl• :!t-e ~:.~n.ck/":'ed Car,1'f'J't"'r!t'l~t1 , it'.''I"C ,..nd tcttero • 
Detrci t, l?tJ~. 
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th• ~46 1111.d f'\U'IIiuh~~) belondag to t!le 
Vorld or Hero end tftn. 

19. 

'"'" point la th,.t ir. eaeh ..... there vo.o no ftoclution 

ot contr...Uctiaa. It tuma out to 1:e but t1rot nes~ation oc:d 

wot ui11!ereo a uacoc!. negstl.,, '111un • thOUJ';h th~ l:nltghtl!llnent 

"UJ>•et•• llciuaehold :>n'llllfT.t>Mnta iD the hOUIIe or tft.tth" an4 sue-

' ' 

tba vor-ld ot Rare and ilov 1" "pura cul. tul'"tl" could not ne~t~ 

·the "uni...,r~al !IITOrdon or r ... lit:r ."""- thou!lht, their entire 

estriiD!t"""'at, the one trooa tho other" 1 

l.b"t h foUnd in 'tltia aphe,... is· that neith"'r . 
· the concrete real!tiea~ stnte-pO'JOr. """ lfan.lthi 

Mr their d<>temin'lte conceptions, r:<lO<I lind 
blldt nor t!!l!f' C:oi'lseimaon_e:JB -of." IJtJod Aftt\ b~t 
( tht~ consc1otWneou thnt h noble llll<X the eo.,.. 
~~~-~,~~!!~~~ 't~~'t !.~- '!!.=::-) ;.--:::::::: :-::;:,! t:-~'";.'1; 
it ie .found that ftll theae "'"""''t~ oro in.,..,rt
ed ~nd t2'u:mmutf'Jd in omt· ir,i;o t~~3yther, and 

· o11ab 1s the .. apposl.te at 1t•olt. ~. · 

Xo beaV<C"ll ie NllChftd at t~e end or th" h:!.rJntq or nll other 

•t~a or Ill tenat!.on. 'l'ho> """~.ad ~Yolut!.on• (2~) nover end, Aa 

(22) 
Phennoonoli)R"', p. 512. 

(23 )Ibi~ •• P• 541. 

(~4 >no ~oubt Heeo>l Yould !lave "bjoct'!:d to the vol'd • I"OV'>lut1an, 
but he b1:~:'1eel!", in the prernee to _tho ?t.-:no .. •r:nolti,•v (p. 106) _f,ara 
that hJs de!tcription that "t:ha rnotho.l is noth1a1; clHa than the 
st:ruc:ture o~ tho ""Jitole in !ts r.ur~ me\ ee!lent.ta.l. t'orr:,n V"hen coa
tra:st~d_ to hi:. con:idor~~!or. thn"t hitherto th(! n'.t::::ticn of ph1louo
}m1enl Methort ~r~ r!enl~ ·.:!th !:: r.h~<'lutolv obnoieseent fono::s 

1 
""~' 

pt!'rhsps ace!: Bomewhat boa.otrul or revolutionnr-.r •• ," Hn knpt deny
!nr. 1:bi", Y<!+., in t:1• I:tr:nrcl'Y.'IH~, he borwtP.d that '•thou~t de
pr1VQd e:ci!Jtin~ in:Jtitut!ono of "";hnir ~i-ore,;,. Cc.nAtitutioniJ !'e.fl r\.1 
v!ctb to thou"ht: rolfn1on 11!13 11:1o~1led iw tnoumt... ?hilooo
ph.:ra v?r'!' acearf!in.-::ly b!Ull:.thcd or put to death 1M revolutionista: ••• " 
(Pora. 1?, Md!t!on) 
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All l"'triolut1oa.u·, in the acion~as no l·.u• thew. 
1n !<!Mral hi~'O<>r:r, oril!inrrt.a Olll)- in ~lil.s 1 

t!lat tho :spirit ol' I'Wlo tor the undernon<Unll( 
.ad eooprehenoion ot hims.elf,: 'for tht: j)O'.JtiDD-

. a1np; or. hi.'ll:iclt', hu nov Gltt:ntd his cBteP.C)l"-

1ee0 un1t1n;< hl.t:aelf 1n a trnor 1 (~Cflt>dr 1 10ore 
1ntr1nsi<: rel.a.tion with htmult, ·'I . 

'The crux et the .... tt~r is tho.t this ac..,.aent th..-oul!l> double 

Mg&t~m chuacterize!J the tran~rc~·Gdence of ~ st&tr' ot slJ.n:::L

t!.cc "" wll M the v!Jole "f:cienc& or thci E"J)erience ·of CO!laeiou•

a.~am/t not e=caludinp; thn: Absolute, thoufth the ftOIIl. ht:LS bae . .-, 

··: c•:g ·•• ' _l'dChed .lllld & nc.w uuity ot oppo3!.t.ao &Chieve<l. If there> !.o !'1nsl• 

· _,.·. ·:~ ~o ·b~ ~~ l'f!leMe,•(26l & pl•lllSG into froedo11 0 it cm'c...,. ml)-

. :'·· 
..... '-_.:... -'"' 

............ c,-
-·----·-- ............ --~ _ ..... ~.&.·-· .......... --cJ .... __ .. ____ ..... ~ . .,..__.,. __ _ .. 

1:' ..... \. _ ....... ~ .... .!! ._ ,.~ --·· ·--~ -·-... .. . 
· opponiteo reveals that the oppoaition·iu vithl.n, 

.. ,e QYI!rcO!Iing_ ot the· oppooitian con ~ occur tbroush !!S;

jr1cm, 'l'!low;b. the reference io an:~}' to the act:<.'Fl;ty ot thousht 0 

pl'li.Qtice. _does hera bee..., plvot&l.. • Action 1" vr1 tes H~eel1 "is 

the.1'1rat inherent olirlc:!.on or si!!ll'lft unity of tha notl.Qn. e.nd 

'the retl1l'll m:t or this ciiv1aion,"(27l It vould ·ll;ll>O&r that thia 

aeano action in th~ght only, Hegel, ae the :rounp; Horx put it, 

"baa acpt\l'e.ted thinking frOID 5ubject," r:rmn the human beinr. ••ho 

thinks 
1 

011d 'by ouch "4ehumllll1..,.t1on• or 1deZ18 ho.:J creat<ld the 

----
(25) 

(:!6 )Pl\~r.O~:'!t"t]OI""'f t r• (.'013. 

'27>~ .• ~. 793. 

,'.<· 
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111uaton th"t tho eth'i tl.ea of' knovledge can transeel!d the all• 

eaatud VOl:'ldo 'Wbereae it .CM OZIJ,jr be aboli~hed by .. CtiOZio or reoJ. 

. peOi)la. !ieYertheleaJJ• even within Hegel'• abatrac::ttons. met. ean_. 

not help but reel the drive ot e:d,atence - time lllld reality, He

tel ccn&ider.• thm intP.gr3l t<> "the 1 ""t embodiment or apir! t _.. 

J:b~olut" Knoviede; •" and noteo that ac:J enae doe-s not appev in 

t14e omd l.n ""ality til.'. spirit has o.rrivec! 2.t thla 8tBee or cm

cclouaneu rogar·~ing itself. 

Hesol, it is true, remaina in the realm of' thOI!Rht and ideal

ize• time "a& opir1t 1u destiny IUid neceao:tty," All the sam&, '!'lm11: 

.. ·•tri11ll11ta·•ey: .!l!2!!!!. thini!S~· llei;el hir.uialr tells us not to rcir~t . ·:; ' :- . . 

:the 881lauoua. reel!~~·• just beeau•e ve haw >'t!aehed Absolute. Knw. 
' " ., . 
·1e~ea ".,.nothing is ~OII11}<hic~. doau not. t'sll vitl-.in experience, 

.· . ", · .1 ~ .. c28J 
or (u it ii'n>loo expresat!d) vhich is not ~~to b~true .... 

• 
lfo 11atter vhich vey )'OU look, it is ·tha movet.~~t, the oelt-

. creating "SubJect,'' which ia the principle underlyi11g the Aboolute, 

tbereby d1ot1nllUiahillg 1 t fl'"" "the empty .Absolutes" of other phil

OIIop!len. Over &Dd over Clld over again • l!eeel points out that: 

(28) 

It is -1nherentl)' the ;oov-ement vhtob in the pro
cee:a of' l':not.rlF!clt,e - the tx•anafor.:dnv, Or that 
inherent nature into explici tne:1s • 'lf Subotnnce 
into SubJect, of' the object of' conaciousnf'!ss in
to the ob,,ect or 09lf-corJ9C'!iousness s: i.e.' into 
nn obJ~ct that io at the srune t114e tranoeended 
- in ot.!1er vord•, into ·the no~;\~1· 'Ibis ·trans
t'ormiu".: proceso is 11 cycle ••• ' l; 

Ibid,, P• 8oo. 
(29) 

Ibid •• p. 8ol. 
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thlb11 aho1-t of lllator,ys "The procaaa ar e&n')"illtl i'OtYlU'd tllh 

fON or kllOif'ledll¢ of itself is til& tulc vlliab 11piri~ ae<>ompl1ahaa 

110 aotual niator:t~(lO) flo t.ll&t all th'l ahad"";r ph':'&aes 111 the 

following 'Pas= '1!11cll Ge<ill ~o proJect philmc;pt.era f'1>om Dllaeartea, 

Le1bn1 ta, ond Gpine:a• to Y.ont, l"Lcbte wul. Schelling, a.etually 

4'&.1 \litb "'PI:C!tia hbtoric perloda, llor CED the seriCilll re!!<!er 

i.u to ~"'cl<ll .that his preaRDt a~tGCka 011 "empty Ir.t1litiCII" ,.,.., 

:. illdicate<t aa cnly aa the Preface• (vhieb v ... a.etWill,y vritt!m_ Af

ter th'J vorl.: VIlli COO!pleted), "'l'lle ubitraJY em~ioo of J1l'ophat1c 

:-J);~t;~roioce0 (Jl) vu not Ho~·ol'u coitcicpt ~ "t~.; aeri...;;nooa
0 

tlle 

Jlut'tori..g, the patlenco """' the labor ot tha aell'lti.,.,,• 1·. • ' 

· In oppooiticn' to DUCb "a!-bi trn>7 caj>rice t n ll!>J!el tt,ru&to WI 

-·atrilir;ht a~:a!.~:ot a n<tv UOP.&t1Yiocyl "KDC".:].edll'! b &llare not 0111¥ 

or 1ttelf but lll$n or the ne(':&tive or 1toelr, or ita li:nit, r:no.... 
1Dg its l!ait aeons lmoving bw to &11Cr11'1ce 1tsP.11'.,, 'Iltb lMt' 

fono into vhic!t Spirit puaos, l'l11ture, in 1to living ilmed!10to 

'PJ'O.,.,O& Of' d""'lOillNnt.,,n{32 ) 

(30)lbil!, t P• 803, 

•~o reador •Jowl.! conault, olon(t "1 th the at.on'iud ll.Ullio 
tr~malat1on floom Yil:lch ve Cf.Uote hore, th(t t'!ev t:"ll.'tula.tion of the 

·Preface 'boJ \llllt<!r 1'-:iLUt'l'n"\l\..,: HP.r.P.l, ::!elntt:'-n,ro":.ntion, "~'~xtN c.nd 
Co::nentnry • Douhlod.ay, ii. Y., 1965, JT:l• 3t.tJ ... t5b ;'• 

(Jl)Ibi.!,, p, 107, 

(l2)I'otd, 0 P• 807, 
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a- tul<>11J1 pllilr;o"!*-cn hS'M an.a~·•ed tl\h 11 tcr.:olJ.1 0 '"" 1:!' 11 ... 

t'aH "cue wt" ot Spirit. "'rons 11a they a:re, the tru·oh of thv 

'or cc•. tllin~, !II! gel qulcltl7 enoul!h 3hQI/o that tha oth...,. acpect 

ot Spirit is aiotorz. Alld tod~1 £ eo"""ntllto1"8 mlllla no aueh 

grooa error• in intc.,.,.to.t.ion. The di~rieuley o.naes haeauoe 

I!Oieel ae,..,.. hel."a to abut the door on all reo.li ty "" ve r&aell the 

di,...t1o last par31Jl"ilph• Absolute Kna•ledf:e is. 58id to have 

fcouUl ~ 

,;,ita patbvey in the r.collectlon ct S1'1ritual 
t= [Goist~rl M tl:.oy are in ~;:,.,.selves "'''d u 
\he)l' &eCOl'I'Jlliah the orr,aaizO.tion of thl3ir spirit-
ual kinr;4om •••. !lath ·tol!"ther, or History (l.ntel- ·· 

,·.l.,~'!_,..,J-:~ ':'~!ft!''r~h•*'l .... tl (h•!!'''' tr~) : .. i"o-... At MM 
th• ,..,ooU...,titm e.tid the llulr,oth.: of .ll>>olutft 

" llpil'i t • the raill t7, tlllt truth, tho c:ertllinty' ·at . 
1 to. thro:>e, wit~~:n "!lieh it """"" lifeleoa, aoli
tar:r and ell one. 

oln t:ruth, aa ve ,see, ""'b...., reaehod not heaven, but the 

Oclgotlul< at Abr>olutc Spirit! Jlee;ttl tries acrteDinR the ahoelt of 

roat:hing clenth at '.:!>e very pillDo.cle, ~l>ool.utc Kn011led~. 'lbeolo;. 

l!illll•, """"'ft atl1on, haw at eours., not fs!.l"d to call l\ttent1co 

to tb~ t&ot that l!QI.:"l ••a• ~pl!I.Cing Clldst:l.an theoloi!Y v:l. t!• Mo · 

own ph1looop!ly. 'l11:I.D v1elt of ll~Bel l.o tt'Ue nn4 not tru~ at the 

eao u...,, 'n•eolc:gy bl.!l been replo.oed b:r J>hilooophy here' but 

(33) -Ph~nomr.~olo1z, P• BOO, 
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Jie&elo hm'll8 apo!um l'l>~>~>t a 11ev tom t>f tll<l vorl4 ap1rl.t, !:a:rlng 

""'"" _ f'r:m the v(Clo of k::ovle4ee - t.'>o 11ev at&~ttt ot 
. . (31o) 

& n01: vorld, ll!l<l a. neu ""ho~.b,ent <-1! cr:>&o of Spirit,• ex1't~c~, 

bu 'Men ramrine to .., ..... tin"' ether "=oodbutnt3" of "li'orld 

f!pb•1ts.• 

7!1a 'wolR c!tll¢er h!Ut l>een ..... 0\ltpm:.rins or the "s! .. ple ,.., _ 

_ · . .S.iatin~~t activity in tlli.'\ki:>g"(JS) ·•llie~t hllll le<l to t!!.ia "reloaoe" 

_:_,.':or Spirit in lltotar.r ond Soienca, l.!:t !1>1tu::e .. ,c. Recolloot1cn. md 

· 1D th:t 'birt~ of "e. DUli,VrJrld,rt ~13 "ne..., Ym"ld," 11;, is tNl, ·is 
·:·:. 
· ; · -_iicth1il;: "tan~i~le. (36l It ••il.l ""''M.m~ '-• the ~uro r.onceptu!Ol , .. 

: :··· 
. .'_·':. ~ll""gbt-cotor,oriGts of 'n<ft Ocience of I.on;ic, tor ullich t!:~ :P'.oimm•en-

. _-u:c :·-:~~~;;:-:',· ... I _·-. _· . · . _ , ; .c , , '." ', 

_ ·. ,;;/; ~· vqa th~ "r.ntrodui:tton." nut tl,i.e c=ot o'::acnu-e tbe -;.-&ot 

.- ::2<.·~-~~ -JJ)ii~J.utA lt."llVlrtd.w vsa. ~ot~ aft4tr ill: -the ~_md. · f'1!'\')fl'l t.h'!'·YI'~ 
··: .. : 
· : --~tart o'! i."le Phcit~noltl~U 1n tho Prete.CP1 Uett=l ~trc::sec! the un.i-

. ' 
· (tU(ttlasu o:r h1a outlooltr ttln Jq .view c .. ovarythinR dcpe!lds on 

; .. : .: 
61-Mpinf!' and expressing tho ulti=te tl'lltb not as Bubstllllce but , aa 

·;: 
-SUbJect lUI veU."(JT) 

··--------
. <34 >Ibid,. P• aoG. 
(3:;)~. 

·(3G)!Iot vit!lout intereot for tb~ Amerio"" reo.der, bO\o'C'fer, ia 
Jaw 

thw a.ttl!mtion Hcr.ol \1M pn.:inr. to· '1 reaJ.,n'JOrld. In hi~; Stuclic!J 
on !!tLrX. and it11~l, po.p;e 4T 9 l!j"jrnOlite 'l.Uote:~ JtP.J.~el rro!D t.'le ~ 
sr.~n.t.o z·.1u ,in~ol.a :.;nt".ti.c>:ltmt;t ,.Tile tn.x ir.rpooed. by the Enpo_.1ioh 
Pe.rlia.':lent up?n to9. i~or!cd into AMCric~ ,.rft.s minimal. • Out the be
lief of the At~"A.Jrlc&ns the.'& hy aecnpting tho pnyment or th!\.to sUJ:, 
ho-.:a-;or in:.!;mit"!car.t :!.:: !t!:~lt', t.he.v unuld br.- yiald!nr: e.t th~ AN1'4t 
titur their precious rir)lt, nnde the Anerica.n r.evolution." 

()T}?IIcM,nolor;r, P• 60, 
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A,.S llOit thAt _..., l:uLVe reaohll4 the rit~al ohapte>" 
0 

h11 keepa · 

rette;-at.in~r oru Md ont>' ""aiD• 112 ve o...,, abau~ 'l:h<t "mYe~~~ent. 1" 
ths •t-zuu,foming"· or ~ub;tm:sc:o into BubJetlt. T'ne "u!t!t:ata!'l 

tma out to ba .no·t the Abn<>llrta vhlr.h. '!lltll .lust wtfe>'ed ltn ~lo 
~'l:!!'L!....\1"" b"r,JnnlD$ 1 Cl ne11 :point o~ deP"rttn".,, In ll YO>'d

0 

l!eeel b llat at•.11<11nr; atock-•till Jull'l; b""aus" 1v> :reaolled the A~ 

tolute &114 its ner;at1011 0 '<hioh vill beoOlle the foundlltiOD to>" a 

~"" lov.:l ot tnotll he inu 110rk out in Th<> Soieneo ot iA!:ie, !!he 

ObJaotivoo vodd and t-,.e a .. l:r-thin.'t!nor, I>iaa have lllcevie" not cc.>a 
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Section B- The Science of Locic, or Attitudes to ObJ~ctivity-

'-1'!le self-detel"!llination in 
vbich alene the Idea is, is 
to hear itself speak. 

-Hegel 

Philosophy is not an il
li!Sion; it is the algebra 
of history. 

- Herleau-Pcint;y 

lrf.!gel1s concept or philosoph;y I1S "the thought of its til:!e" 

:tnvolvea, at· one end the same time~ a separation from. the rte10.pty 

· ·· Absolutes" or h:la philosophiC, contempore.rics, aad a meeti"G of 
·.·,. •: .! 

the chaJ.le!)ge or the tjmes in a v.ey Yhi.::h would absorb past phil

c_sophies end yet be a-historic continuity- ·ohat was totall;y new, 

. as)iew as· the ... ~.ge of revolutiOns. tfllether o~e fF.els thc.t Hegel

S.an philosophy io an impenetrable closed ontology, or the open 

rOad :rrom whi.ch to View marikind, s developme:l!t as a totality, and 

its dialeCtic as "the algebra of history" or "cf revolution," the 

point is that Hegel hil:!selt: bed not abandoned Reality when he en-

tered the :t"ea.l..m of "pure thought. 11 Although, as against the more 

tangible strug3les of consciousness and self-consciousneas in the 

Pheuomenolor;v, Hegel, in The Science of' Lo«:!ic, deels vith abstract 

ph~ocophic catcgoriess he nevertheless does not dcDart from the 

principle of freedom in Yhich his entire philosophic system is 

grounded. 

A single di&lectic process upsurges from nctuelit,y and from 
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thought, allawir.S ueitb.er the 0 thing··iu-i tself" nor a.ey- empty Ab- . 

solute to escape the test of this new d.ialec:tic. In ple.Cfl of any 

·ladder t<> the Absolute, th~ structure of the Lor;ic reve«ls itself 

and· e·ach or itS 1:-ea.llnS as a. circle, entl each realm - Being, Ea:-

sen.ce 
11 

Notion- starts e.:f'resh wi:th nev categories, on nev grounds. 

V:hen ve 40 reach the Absolute Idea, it too b~coJ:Jes s. !'oundation 

tor still other "i"·Ienifesta.tions': - Nature, Hind. Ydlreovcr, Hegel 

from the· c;te.a.-t Il"..ake:Z it clear that the acceptance oi" s:JJ.Y ca.tegor:r 

at face valu~ is en "tmin.stru.cted ~d barberous procedure.u(3?l 

The first question tha.t He,;ei poses is: '~fith Wha.t ;.tust Sci

ence ~gh ?11 Hare ·w ere "in The Science oi"· Loe:ic, .. hB.vine; a.J.rea.ey 

gone througil the whole of the PhenoJnenoloey end reached Absolute . 

Knowledge, ·~nly to have Hegel ask, 11Hith 1-lha.t· !·ilst science ~gin'?~' 
l·Te are: told, ~ther, the. t ~ f -w-e ere loOking for an immediate , 

·bland so;nething that has as yet not undergone any mediation, we 

shoul.d lmOW' "there is nothing in Heaven, Ha.ture, Sl)irit, or any

where else, which does not co~tain im:nedie.cy as well as media.~~r •11 (~) 
The same therr.e '-rill be repeated e.t tile vecy end 

the Notionr- The Absolute Idea - when we are 

(3lflThe Science of Il.>dc, Vol. I, J?• 49. 

(38'lrbid., P· 180. 

of the Doctrine of 

confronted ~ 

l31ho1e vord, !Totion, rather than Concept, the ta.ore precise transla
tion o:!' f'e"l':rii•f, :.s beine u~ed here because thc.-".o is ·tihe ·wore\ uSed in 
the standarci tran:;la.tions b!r Hallace end Baillie. 
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cr.~er ap;ain: with the need f'or new betinnin!.'s t. ''There is neii-.hei-

111; ·aetualit!' ·rior in thou~ht any-tCin~ so sir.t!)le and abstract as 

is c=only" il!lagined. Such a siMple e"tity is e. mere illus~on."( 40) 
'l'w'o novl"!l'teni;~ e:nerge out of' the ~.!!£.· Although a ur:liq?.le 

•.·. 
single dialectic process contains both Thought and Actuality, the 

reM.er is 'Clade al.so to confront - and tha.t at once - a polemi-

eel. movement. 'nlus, after three short pe.ra.~a.phs, t\ro of whieh, 

Bei~~ and Nothiae (on a slngle pagdl), perish into Becornin~, there 

follcw no less than t"W"enty-t,~o :9a.ges of 110bserve..tions." '!his neu~ 

tral designation cannot h!de the veritable "BoJ.she\~lk, 11 
uncomyr.,.;. 

·m.1sing impatience vith hi!: ccnt~"lporaries, whose a~stre.ctiOJ!S He

·gellikens to "the Indian •• _.rehee.rsill!< his £!!. ~ Q!!t.• •• hacl o~e 

tJ.·ame ~or· al.1 ~hese concepts - Brahma. This torpiil and ·vacuo9-s 
. . . (4 . 

conaciou1mess, taken as ·consciousness, is Being. 11 lJ Hegel's 

Doctrine· of ¥eing is, of course, 0. Doctrine of Becoming. Indeed, 

this is the red thre~d ·that runs throu(lh the wh.ole of the ~· 

To co!llprel!~nd :fully the movement oi 11pure thbus.ltt," 1-re mUst see 

'l·!hY Hegel cinr.;led ciut Jacobi.. i!e did so first in his .Obser-.rC.tions 

en :Seing, end then, more th~'"'l a. dec.e.de later, devoted -the. entire. 

'lllird Attitude to Objectivity to Jacobi 1 o Intuitione.lism. CJ'ovi-

ously', though in 1812 he had referred to \Tacobi's viet.,.s as "perhaps 

( 40l~., Vol. li,p. 471. 

(4l)f!L_J."d., V l I 109 o • , Y• • 
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Dunayevskaya 
,r 29 .. ... 

t~.tude to .··: jectivity would al~tays recur wz1en, in the process 

of battling contmdiction,. the Subject. becomes impatient l{ith 

the seemingly endless stages or negation it ~et suffer •nrou~a,! 
and therefore, instead, slides backward into Intuition. Be

caucc nothing is more cogent for the impatient ones of our 

already forgotten, • (l,<.
2 )by 18;'7 he had decided that such an at-

day than the Third Attitude to Objectivity, we will here turn 

to the· Smaller Logic!
4
J):ihere Hegel created no less than th."t'ee 

. _c~te:·.~. c1e,~~ to "Attitudes of Thought l'owards the Objective; 
World. • ~ · · 

The Th:l.rd Attitude to Objectivity, far from signifying 
,. ' . -·~ ~ort of •synthesis,• s'ignals a dismemberment.· There is a 

forward movement f1•on1 the First Attitude, which covers all 

i;>rei-Ka.ntia.n thought -- simple faHh, the cild LJetaphysics, 

abstract-understanding, scholasticism and dogmatism-- to tile 

Second A~titude, devoted both to Empiricism and Kantianism. 

Instead of an u.nir;tea•upted rorwa:rd movement rrom Empiricism 

. and the Critical Philosophy to the Hegelian Dialectic, 

Hegel traces a retl:'ogression into Intuition, • the school 
. 

or Jacobi tihich rejects all methods.•(44) /Joft~ 'j7'<"-~ 

(42) Ibid., Vol. I, p. 10'1• 
(4J) l·lhat has OI'ten been referred to as the .smaller Lode, 
published in the United Ste.tes as The LcF;ic of 1-iec·el, is t;he 
Logic as Hegel recast it as the i'i1•st book or his a;cyclooaedia 
or Philoso.P.hical Sc5.ences, Para. 1-244; Para, 245-376 con- . 
sti tute l'he Philosophy or K~<ture; and the Philosoohy of Hind, 
Para. 37'?-5'17, completes the Encyclopaedia. ~ince 1970, d1 
three are finally available in Ene;lish, antl since, both i "l 
English and other languages, rererenceo to the EncyclouaGdia 
are most easily trat;ed by citing parat;raph numbers rather than 
pages, this \·till be done in l'eferencesto any of· the three 
bool<S of the EncycJ.o oaedii,!. 
(41J.) J::ncyclopaeclie., Para. 77 • 
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11ore -~~GDprehanj1ble to Hegel. than ab-sence of method. so deep 

_are ';he roots of Hegelean thought :j..-. tile objective world 'that 

noi;h.Llg au enrwge& him as ~tuition gone •wild. A 
It is thia, 

:he main('1ns• which forced _Jacobi to retUni to _tile "ciogmat1o 

, 11etapllyaic of .. the past trom which we started." . In that, its 

":t>eact:l.onaey Ne.ture" (45> .was disclosed. . . ' . 
~is retrogressive step ia seen in the :t'F.ot that Jacobi hao 

reduced '-'media~ion to the it:nnedie.ti:ve, the intuitive" vith ~'its 

pasowords !I ~ Ei the~-Or' • " ( IJ&> Hegel draw-s a she.rp line b etveen 

such reductionism end his c;wn Doctrine of' Essence ohich he con

-siders whol:cy "a. discussion o:t' the intrinsica.l:cy sel:t'-a:t'firming · 

· un!t,y of :Immediacy and mediatior. .• "~ '!be sensitive render can 

~ ~~ge_l~~-~ ~ger. ;r:ising to a crescendo a:t the 11 one-side.dness11 

or the Int\titi~n.dists whom he 'sees reducing !I:Tuth· itoel:r :t'rcim 

sa>ething. arising. from the "nature. o:f the, ce>ntent" to pure sub-

j"ctivism: 

Since the criterion of truth is round, not in the. 
character or the content,· but iri the fact or con
sciousness,· aJ.l all.egcd truth has no ether basis 
than subjective l'.nmrledge, and the assertion that 
we discover a certain fact in our Consciousness, 
vrhat we discover in our own consciousneos is thus 
exaggerated into e. f'c.ct ot: consciousness of nll 
and etli?)J?assed off ·ror the very nature of the 
mind. 

In short, the trap that awoi ts o~l >rho fail to gra'(lplc with ~ 

transforms philcsophy into a science, how it ell emeraed out or 

actualit,y - the historic proceso - in that cf the tronafor:tatiat 

(4$iroid., Para. 76. 

(4')Jbid •• Para. 66. 
tl .. , .... 

(47lroid Para. 71. 13351 --·· 
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o~ the oersoltal.. consciousness :•into 8.' tact of' consciousness of 

a.U 'and even passed off tor the very· nature of the mind.~~~ 

:Hegel expressed it tram the start, in _the O'o_se:r·<ati""s followicg 

. the first thrP.:e paragraphs on B~inS, Iiothing, Becoming: "Hhat is 

first in seienc"' has had to sh"'' itself i'irst too histaricall;(. 11 (48) 

It;. setting off his Ab•olute• fr01:1 the "empty Absolutes" at 

his philosophie contempO>"ai"ies, Hegel demonstrates that each realm 

- Biing, Essence, Notion_..;. has,. so. to speak, its oun Absolute • 

. 'ihia is w!tat Sartre mey or ""'Y not ho.ve meant when he said that 

wbat was original with. Existentialists. W!I.S that the ;rar and the .CJc-
.. 1,' 

.cupo.tion 11mo.de us ~ecU~cover•·tho Aboolate a.t the ver.r heart of re-

. ·; •· i..ti"<i'o/ :l.'!:eel'£."(49) Insol'o.r as !legel is concerned, the fot':n ot 
- .· . ·· .. ,. I· , . , 

the Absol)1te that. emcrses in the Doctrine of Being "as i'~und to be 

relative, even as its categories- Quality, (lu!Ultity-, l~asure 

were :rowid wantin&• 

ConceptuaJJ.¥, the Absolute that emergeo in any specific 

re·alln is f'oWld to be "wanting." This is so, not r.1erely b_ecause 

the Absolute, say in the Doctrine o~ Being, is of a rather l.ow.!y 

kind - AbsolUte Indifference - ancl, as such, does not "attaiii 

to Essence,"(50) th;>ugh it is n transition to it, !.'ven "hen lTe 

reach the gr;>und of Esoence, are done with Peing end its quantitative 

(M)The Science of Lotdc, Vol, I, p. 101. 

(49)Jean-P"ul Sartrc, lihs.t Is Litcrf!turc\ Uashington S<!uare Press, 
II.Y,, 1966, p. 148. 

(50)T"ne Science of Indc_, Vol. !, p. 460, 

*' S'.e.e.- ()ic.atfw _::e:, · "& TJ..~7r/..f "~ Hao Ts<. -tu ... t..q," v.rii.L-('<!.. 
) frq -/v JJ-wTAr k~w- t/..t:s- ~ 'f."'ll~ fll Qtv' CtqQ. (/ l 
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measureliients 
1 

ttaa to such essent1A.lit1es e.s Idetftity- 1 Differen~, 

Cc:ntt·~dict10n 1 A:9pear1mce 1 EAistence, Ac-tuality, the ..:Mtrad.ic

tion only 'b:!c:Olll.e~ the sha.r,l)el". The ve.tying ce.tcgories m:-e na'..;. so 

mue'll a:outllellhe<i .. as ge.therad for e. life-and-death strug!;le. 

Ncr.r
1 

'9hether one thinks of the ca.teeories in the Doctt>ine of 

:Being .. -,s . early stages of thought-d.evelopnent, or e.a early' stages 

ot dt!\"!:J.~nt of :rreedom. ot ma:okind, or as t~eparate eta.ges of 

. development rtt'llin e. (liven society, e.s, for exa.ruple, Marx thought 

· <>t the eo:mnodity under ce.pite.lism, these categories .simpl,v fe.ll .,... 

pe.rt . .., . one moves to. a different stage of develoi>ment' :wether 

tha~ ~e in his:tor;r 
1 
philos~by' or-.~1 ecOi.1omiC:11 production relations • 

. 'lbus 
1 
vh~ ~.farx left t~e me.rketplace 'tihcre "~one rule Freedom, E-

. que.lit:r; l'ropcrt:r and Bimt'I1M111 (5l) .(even as Hegel left the Doctrine 

of Being rlt'll its quantitative measurements); to enter the cruciel 

labor process and there meet relc.tion of labor and ca;>i te.l at the 

point o:£ production, he hwl tully trenscencled the restricted He(lel

ie.n concept ot labor. (52 ) l!e accused Hegel of lillliting his o1m 

(51)9a~ite.l, Vol. I, P• 196. 

(52 )llicholas Lol:korlcz is about the only philoscpher-theolosia!l 
'!.iho, despite his antagorlisr.1 to He.rx, pin:points ~-rh£it it vre.s that 
I~!ar.c criticized in Hc~:;cl's tJncl.Y"sis of la.bor: 11In short, 1/iarx does 
not accuse Hegel or ha.vin6 treated labor a.o:; if it ticre a thought ac
tivity. Rather he a.ccu.ce:::. hi:n o£ hE!.Ving in the Pheuomenoloey de
scribud hm:1an history in terr:u; or the ciia.lectic of consciousness, 
not in tcr:ns ot ".;he dialectic of labor. l;b.cn he shm-ls that the: only 
labor uhich He:;cl recoc;nizes is abstract rr:ental labor, he has in 
mind the structure ot the Phenomenolo~ end, in !'net, of Het;cl

1
s 

whole phiJ.o&c:phy, not the ~cs of labor in the Phenor.e!lolomr end 
other writinzs of Hep,el. 11 

( ':h.eor; and Pra.ctic:'c, !>• 32~ :!arx calJ.ed 
it the 11 dehU!Il.WliZ£t.tit.on Of ):tlea.S. I ~- rf5!1$ ~ 
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ditLLeetic to the exterior (coneciousneo:ss) rat.her then the interior 

form (l11811). llut !-!ari< did not end his greatest theoretical. wrk 

'With the ane.liroi9 or the l.abor proces", as ilegel.had not ended..his 

~c vith the J)octrine or Essence. 'llhat is exciting i.n that sec

tion is the torm in which the Ab•olute ma.'<eR its appearance. 

'!he categories :rrom the Doctrine of lleing had broken down es 
-tb ,..,flu:t e.ss~.J n!O.I;+y. 

it becllllle .neccsBe.ry to move from the abstract sphere of Beingfl He-

• gel introduces new catee;ories - Id .. ntitl{, !li:l'i'erence, Ccmtre.Jie

. ti=• To +.hi.s d.q_, .philosophers have not "forgiven" H"gel for 

!'."·· 'plaeing .contra.iiction in the center or real.ity. Hegel vould not 

·' -:- . ' ''1.\,dga· ... "contradiction," he' insisted, "~s the root of al.), mC'Iement .. 

.';,d. lire, and it is ·o~ insofar as it contains a Contradiction t!i.at 
. . 

.eything move• and has impUlse and, ectivity."(53) .As he continues '• 

on his separate wq !'rom the old metaphysics, moreover, it is clear 

~a.t Essence· is not mere~ sanething "behind11 Appea.ra"nce. :FreD the 

very otsrt of the Doctrine of Essence, .Hegel est!lblishes the re-

aJ.i"uy even of Sha.r, fer Essence, too, must Bl>pcar. H'e get to Es-

sence only :t'rOlll the unity o:t' Exiatence and. /ij)pesrcnce. Tne truth 

All coiltradictions, r;round.s, conditions develop, become more 

acute, ao -we reach Actual.ity", in which historic materialists seC 

the total.i ty of the crisis of capitel.ism. l'n>at Uec;el does is have 

-----
(53lThe Science of Lo~ic, Vol. II, p. 67. 
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the Ab~olute rn.ake its e.'pe8l1 0!1CC directl:r in .,\ctu!J-"it:r, ~t its 

very start. l:Jha.t see"'\9 e~c. leas und.erste.ndable W adht:~cnts ot' 

"ez:tpt!f Absolutes" is that the /!;:~solute fails to ~cvelo!J .'\c1:uo.lt ty 

in a satis:C'a.ctor:r :Manner. T!te contradiction bet~;eCn the Absolute 

end Ac-tusl.i t~r ".Je eo:1cs explit.:i t. It i!!l true ·..re are not faci:t.g Ab-

solute s.z it ¥dl:!.. ~ul!Uine.te in the Do::trine o! :fotion, the ;JJso-

lute Ideeo.. l!ba self ~-rhi_ch doeR· the trc.nscendine; of. oppc-sites here 

has moved from t:,e abstract. principle of so <loinc; (Lei"ilnitzl to 

~solute Rubstancc (Spinoza). 

Deteroinateness is ri~a:H.ti.on -· thi~ is the _J.:bso-. 
).ute :t~rinciple o"!' Spino.ze' s ~hilosoph.v, and this 
trlie an:l. 'SL~.ple insi*t is the foundation of the 
·absolute unit:r of Subst~nce. But Spino"ze. does 
not pass on be~ond ne~ation as determine.t~riess 
or. quality to a recol_l'Il.ition of it a.s P..b$olute, 
that is·, selfoo:onege.tin~, ne~a;t.ion... Th~1·efore, (51 ) 
Substance lt~~c'ks -the J)rinciple of persontU.i.t;r ... · l · 

The fact that the polemicol."movenent in the Lov.:J.c here occ~s 

in Actu .. ll"<'i illU!!linates the .objective drive as >rell·as the histoi:-

ic conflict in e. manner· tar beyond a conflict of ca.te~ories. One neet!s 

to be r.]r.:ost oppre•sive~· a"are or this pole!itica.l movement o.s a. con•' 

flict or fact that is in the objective move,cnt IUl •§ell as thou(l-'lt. (55) 

(54)~ •• !'• 168. 

(55l"rtee, philosophic thou~ht h!Ul this direct connection "l.th 
pract.ice1 fre•don; titnt "" the fomer suvplics thou~ht ebout the 
absolute, uni·,erscl. end real univ~rsality... 0'"' account of thin 
general co:mec't.ion bet"'deen political trecclon and th~ !'rceiton of 
thour:ht~ Phi.loso:c?irr onJ..v appeers in History 'tlhcrc and in ns !"ar as 
free instlt,ltions R.t'e rorrr.ed. 11 t.cctures on the Histor.r o~ 1?hiloso--

~· Vol. I, P• 95. 



• 

As we shsll. sec later \Then we consider I.enin 
1 
s o.tti tun" tc 

.Heselie.n philosopiJY, lenin felt the 1110re con:fie-cnt in erecting 

· the Gree.t Divide ,Tithin the socialist movement, precisely beeense 

the parsJ.l.el9he dre\T beween ten.dencies in the mnvet".el\t end che.ngea 

in ce.pite.lism were both materialistically end philosophice.ll.y ground

ad in the dialectic. !!he p:>int here is the.t. whereas on the surfe.ce 

.it .,.-ould see:n tt.at once ve reac,h the Doctrine of the Notion, ve 

be.ve come to the end of the pol~ce.l movement, this 6.p:;:>esre.nce is 

' · . deceiving. 
It is true tbe.t, e.s '\ge.inst some thirtY "Observations" 

. • in the Doctrine ,of Being e.nd fou:·i :.Oen in the Doctrine of Essence, 

there o.re 'onlY two in the ..;bole of the Doctrine of: t\10 llotion• It 

is not tl:ile the.t tl:le polemical mov.,.,.,nt as philosophical "tenden

cies" be.ve gz:'O]llld to a be~t, O'l the contre.r;r, the battle of ideas 

then becomes so intec;re.l to the 'llbole presentation of the Absolute 

Idee. tbe.t other philosophies0 in~tead of being dealt vith sepe.re.te-

l;r e.s ii: they vere "nide reme.r~.s," e.ppee.>• directly in the' t~l::t. 
'lilrouflb this contre.diction,·"tbe positive in the nef!o.tive" -He-

gelianism e.s aeainst "Othersu - comes to a head. 

Ironically, e.cedeinic ·pbilooophera, though they shO>T a IJorked 

preference tor history of thought o.s against actual history, he.vc 

kept shY of the polemical nature of the attitudes to objectivity, 

as if Hobcllon philosophy e.s a "swmnation" of all p>·evious philo-

sophy ,;ere a mere CJ.UO.'ltitative designo.tion for Hegel's "encyclope-

die rnind. 11 T'nis is the same term ·used by Comunists who never 

"eal:'j' of a.ttenptinG to sepo::a.te the "scientific ma.teriolism" of 
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Man: trom Hegel'~ "11\Ystical ide..lls:n."(56i 

tn.otar B8 Hegel is. CCI1cerned, the drive. or the idea or. 

treed~ &.lld the objective p!Ul. of histcr,r are inseparable: ''~lhen 

individusls and natiCIIs have once got in their heads the abstract 

concept or full-blClllll liberty, there is nothing like it in its 

UDeontrollable ••trength, Just becaiule it is the ver,r essence or 

mind, and th .. t as its •ter,r actus.lit:r."(5T) And it :!.s this which 

litarill4" br~aks dow the categories or the Iroc.trine or Essence at 

til!> stage imere Actus.li ty moves from the to= of the Absolute as 

Substance 1>o its form as Contingency, NecesSity, Caucality and 

· ·. · ., Recip>•ocity, as ·we. approach the· Doctrine of the Notion thllt ·Hegel 

characterized ss ."the zes.JJn of Subjectivity or Freedom."(58) . 

Ncr.r that '"' are in th~ Doctrine of the !lotion. end meet its 

central categories or Universill, Ps.rtieuler and Individual, thase 

powerful4" i;Lluminate what Hegel intimated in the l'henomenoiosr, 

(561For ·the .r.ole this pleyed in the turoulent Ge1'1!1s.n:r 
early 1920's, see Karl Korsch 1s 'Marxism and-Philoscroh,v. 
above) . 1 
(5T)~rutt·~ ... 482. 

(58lThc Science of Loffic, Vol. II, p, 205, 

• 

of the 
(Ftn, 15 
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vten Absolute Kncnrledge "ennounce4" that these ce.tego~ies define 

the movcuent. or the ~-n.o::.e "system" - T'ne Science of LoJ::o:i~. e.s well 

as FhenOmenoloP.V, The Philoso-oh,V of nature 9.9 lre:ll as The Philoso

;pby of :·!!.nd, 'Ille movoment from abstract to concrete through par-
t..icul.a.rlzation ne~essitates double negaticn. Hegel leaves no roan 

i':Jr torgeti'ulne~s of this· absolute crea.ti;"'ity, the motive force 

that it is for the.vhole devcl~ment,its awesome creative power, 

Very obvicrus:cy ve are apJ.'l'Oaching the turdng point of the "hole 

movement of the ll<>tion - the second negativity ~<hich vill fina.I.J.:r 

. transcend the opposition betveen !lotion and· Reality, To be prepared . 
tor this critical ne.~ai:io~, Hegel v~tes: 

'·To hold.f'ast the positive in its negative, antl 
tt,e contert~ of the.~resuppositicn in the result, 
is the l'lost imyortant part ·of :t-ationnl cognition; 

· also on:cy the sil:!ples t reflection is needed to 
furnish conviction of the absolute trut:h end ne
cessit.r of this req,uirement, while with regard 
to· the exa:nples.(of)proofs, the whole Lode con-
sists of these, '9 · 

. No simple ureme:nbre.nce of things pa.st, 11 this. Recollection here 

must inclUde what Hermen Melville ca.l..letl 11the shock of recognition. h 

The Doctrine of the lrotion develops the c c.tecories of free-

dom~, of subjectivity, or reason, tho lC'lgic of a. movement by Hhich 

·man :ncl~cs himself i'rPe. Despite the fact that its univt:rsals are 

thought universals, they ore concrete. Hegel keeps reitcratins 

i5Y)The Science of Looic, Vol, II, p. 476, 
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that even when ·notion realizes itself .through ~'otherriess," vhich · 

. 'Gur.ls out to be "its ow othci-"; evea. v!Jen ~through the t:ranscen-

dence or thio r~ality'' it hu "established 'lbsol.ute reality" so 

that the "resaltu ·is "tru.t!l"; in a word, £!!-~e.!!. the Subject 

has ''comprehen<i•d" it aLl, even then it hu been tlisunderstood, It 

has net been "properly comprehended by forms of Ju<Iement like 'the 

third term is immediacy and nedistion, 1 or it io their unH;;, for 

it is not a quiescent third term, but, as this unt!:y, is sel:!'-medi

.ating movement' and act1Vity."(6o) 

!!be movement hac no .. ~ cotr10 to a halt. The ~alectic ia st'ill 

at vork. It cannot be otherwise: "fue beginning vas the univer

GBJ.; the result is the ind.iVidual, tlte concrete and subJ.ect ... " 

Nor is sub'Jective any longer separate from objP.ctive; the negation 

o-r the negation 11is the 1.nnermost and rc.ont obj~ctive movement· of 

Life •nd S~i:L'it, 11 (6l) 

The Doctrine of the Notion e~resses man 1 n subJective· deter-

~nation:• the need -to mastt:r himself. What is being worked out 

in thought categories is the real htstory of hUJ:!enity. llhether Ol' 

not the Hegelian co:tcept of ;;;elf-relation is being "su~verted" as 

revolution in !-!arx's "translation," the point is that 'tO Hegel, 

too, it is s. constant tranotor;nation or reality and of thought 

which prepares for o. "new ~torld. u 'Jhis is 'W'hy from the outset of 

(
6

0)The Scicnce·:of Lor.ic, Vol. II, p. lt79. 
(61) 
~-. l?· '•78 • 
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the Doctrine of !lotion we see Hegel consta."ltly- trying to set his 

dia.l.ectic apart from Kant 1 s: 

It will e.llTeys reml\in e. 'matter Of o.stcnisllment how 
the Kantie.n !lhilosoptly knew that relation of t!toue;ht 
to sen::;uous existenct!, l7itere it halted tor a mere~y 
~elative relation o·f bare appearence, o.nd M.lY e:.c
kncwled~d end asserted a higher unity of the two 
in the Idea in general, ond particule.1·ly, in th~ 
iliea. of a:>. int'.U.t!.ve unde,standing: but yet stopped 
dead at thls relative rell<tio!l' and at t'le assertion 
that the Hotfon is a.>:td re:nains utterly separated 
from reality; so that Yhat is Wln?unced to be finite 
lmowlede;e, and declared to be superfluous and inl-

. proper :t'ie;ments o:t' thoue;ht that Yhich it l'ecogniaed. ('"-) 
as truth, .and of which it established the. definite .nctiol\. 

' . 

For the next 250 pe.e;es Hegel keeps develOPing from the spot 

. Yhere Knnt "stop).led dead" 'by putt;,ng en :!.mpenetrable "thine;-in

i~.self'"_ between .thQUGht and.eXS~erierice. ' The Great D_ivide betlreen 

. Kant end !lege+ is reached in the fiD:o.l cliapt,,r "hich is bCJth quin:

tessence and swnmation of the whole York.. !lot only is the Idee. 

uA-as~lute," So is r.;ethod. To any to 'Whom it .appeared that the 

cli,alectic of practice end dialectic of thought continue on their 

sP.parate paths, the very first sentence of that final chapter 

states: 11 Tne P.l:>solute Idee. has noY turned out to be the identity 

of the_ Theoretical 2nd the Precticel IC!•e.; each of these by- it-

(63) . 
self' ie one-sided,.,.. 11 l~eitr.cr can 13ass beyond the contrc.dic-

ticn. Not only that. Anyone uho '<e.s looking for the end or all 

contradictions once ue 1·e!l.ched the P.bsolutc Idea better look 

clse•.there, for at this point the reader is confronted uith a. real 

(62 >~ .. !'• 226. 

(63 )T'nc Sclcncc of T...o~""ic, Vol. II, P• h6G,. 
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s'hcu:ker. Hegel uneq,uivocaJ.l:r. states that 'the Absolute !dec r.:on

tains the highest opposition 'dthin. 5.tselt."!::I'J 

It is true he vl.U, in the sane pa.c ... sreph, a.lso tell ur. 

that the 11.Absolute Id7a. e.1one is Being 1 i.l~peri ~habl.::! Lifer self

knowinG truth, an~ the "'ithole of' truth." But~ far from stopping 

there, it is there be !irst turns to self-deterrnit.e.t.ion vhich is 

both method and Idee.: 11'1he self-Q.etel~etion, therefore in wh:ich 

alone the Idea. is, is to hear it•el.i' spesk."(6~) 
our ~ontemporaries ere, of course, more concerned l.""i.th the 

selt-detertidnation ot na.tions than of the Idea., but the go!tl, · 

Freedor.t,· and "the path ~i: se~f-const~ctiou'~· by· "Which tO a.chie:V~ 
it, ere not oo fer removed i'rO!Il the selj.'-dete:r>il:!.nation oi' the 

Idea., Freedo!'l, e.S mc.y appear e.t first sisht• 1n any 'case, uha.t 

Hegel is driving at is that, havinB been vitness to the cvorcom

ing of the opposition between content and form in thoue;ht, the 

on:cy- thing that still' re~<a.ins to be done is to consider "the uni

ve:rsa.l element of its ;f'orm - the l!lethod. 11~ 
'lhe develop:nent of wh~t thP. dinlcctie method is is·· as far 

removed from the ~chanieal triplicities of thesis, antithosis, 

syntheao;;.a (,rhi-:h never :uerc Hegel's formulation) es ee.-rth is :rrom 

heaven. And it is the earthy character of libc:ro.tion vhich is 

.,L:'j) 

""'!!§&. 

(6fl!!?J:S,' !'• 467. 
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the ve.-.; bones Md &in~ws· of Uegel 1s universe~s. !!hough they are 

eu~losed in thought, these univa!."s•~s are concrete, full or life 

"'"d c!enlopment. 'Not a single unit'ication, whether of subject 

and obJect, or· theory '"'d prectice, or concept and real! ty, is 

merely' subJectivist wid external{ "ot even the criti<J.ues- o! other 

philOsophies nhose "truthn he has absorbed. They e.ctual.ly give 

us an insight Into th<> movement o:r history itself. Hegtol, more-

0'/er, is not excluding hi~ Absolutes from the need to be subJect

ed to this diaJ.octfc of development. "!!.be .method therefore is 

··both· soul &lid substsnce, end no·th:lng is either conceived o:r f'.nown 

~in i'~s·t!"J.th,exccpt in•of'er asH is 'complete!cy. subject' to the 

method; it is the peculiar method of each individual fact be

'ci!Wle .its o.ctivity is the Ifotion."(GSJ 
'· .. 

'lhough to a historian of philosopey, thought is the "real," 

the im!>ulae to _nege.te what io before him, if it is not the. drive 

to tl'o.nst'Ol'll! reality itself, it is the preparation for such trans

formation. When Hegel Ja'lm!ed Synthetic Cognition asainst the Ana

ll'1:ic, he 11:rote: "ibis e<J.ual:ty- synthetic a.nd analytic moment of' 

the Judgment b;r which the Ol'iginal universal determines itselr. out 

of itself to be its 01111 Other, may rightly be called the dialectic 

moment," C6bl 

~e dial'!ctic does not of course 11throtr out11 the AnnJ.ytic, 

(65)Ibid,' p. ~68. 

C6'>l.bid., P· Jm. 
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DO>" 0 aboliall11 defiui tions whic!l go wi tli s:mt.'>etic CO!:!Ii tia>. It 

does relate the concept or ta.cts to the facts the.:i.Selves, the 

tmiversal to the particular. T"ne "defective" element residecl in 

the !act·that Oe!'ore the 11 a.b::;olute ztethod 11 enga.gecl. in battle, 

thoae opposites sort of pe&cefully co-existed. Instee.d of al

lewing the negation of the n~gati~n to transcend the oppositio~, 

they Yere l,vin; alongside escll other, . or, as Hegel expressP.d 1.t, 

thC".f came "before consciousness Yithout being in contact ... (G7) 

·.Nciw' that ·"~}le· dialect~~ mom~n~.u has arrive~, the mov~mcnt vlll be· 

cea.seless.!" 

Whereas up to-now lloticn, though the climax of the three 

.·books of The Sc:!ence of Lor.ic, Yes onl,y the first neotion cf ·this 
II . 

th!.t.'~ book, nov, rtot5.on io eveeyt"hi~g and its r:tovement is the uni-

veraal and .absolute activity', the seli'-c'!etimnining md self-real-. 

izinc movement."(") As opposed. to the method. of ing_uiring, anal-

ytic cognit:!.on, tthere it vas a reere utool'1- in, "tru~," that is to 

SB\f dialectic, cogaition, there is here no distinction bettreen 

means and end. There is no. other vay to reach the goal, except 

thrJ'Jgh the rnerms. Once again there is a need for new bcp;innings .• 

!low that "" hc.ve reached " concrete to tali tv, the key concept or 

Hegel's yhilonopilic system: 11 e.s concrete, it is internally differ

entio.te<i •• ;u <6!l Tnio is the ty0e of differentiation that serious 

(6!7)Ibid •• !>• hT(. 

<ii'libid •• !?• 463. 

(,,Jill£_ .• 1'· 472. 
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revolutlone.ries oi'' <>ur de,y ere coni'ro!itcd wi;th in Sto.linism1 a 

tr!!lSform.ation of a wrkers' state int.o its op!_)os:lta, a state-

capitalist· society.. The coni'rantaticn ~"ith the counter-revolu~ 

tion vi thin· the. revolution demands nc~r beginnings greater than 
."•. 

eey Hegel searched 1',;,r philoaoph:l.cally. This is what makes He-

gel a con.tem.poraey-. 

'lhe concrete lin!versa.l manifests itself' as absolute acti-

vity, activity without restriction, either external or internal; 

· fo-: the ~thod is the term ot' tlie Aboolute Idria., seli"-move'ment 

es method. It aJ..;Low ·no oppos:l. tGs merely to "co-exist pea.ce:f'ul-

. ~, or, to US9 Hegel's l-I'Ords, to cor.te ube:rore ccn:sciowmess with-

' . out -1'e1ng i'ri contact." 11but ·engages all in battle. u 

. The movemen·t of the· Absolute Idea, as of the Logic in gen-

· eral, has been ~ "'c;he recognition ot' _o_p:position~ and the: refu

sal tc stop in sight of them as if they w-.re "fixed" .!2 seeing 

them as ~ransitions· .11:in and to1• themselves"; !.!:.21!. awar~ncss' of 

~ust heM objectivel,v grounded the_ universals are ~the realize.-

tion that the Absolute Idea too 'rill undergo selt'-determingtion. 

To pUt it differently, the movement fl•om abstract to concrete is 

an a11ereness that the beginninG is not merely the eLlpirically 

"given," that the ill!mediate is itself a mediated restllt, and that 

the further develo9ments then lead to the concept of the con-

crete n.:J concrete totnli tv, ~he new concrete l·rhich contains eelf

differentiation, 

as he !~t~~~~e~oi~aih!h:ei~~~!~!:~iar~i materialist, Len;tn, 
and the self-deteminati t na on ot the .. risn 
oihapter on the AbAnlut:e ~~e~ w!~e t~:e~~o e~olatime1d that. the 

t was Lenin'a oimultaneou 1 bj s ma er alietJ.o, • 
ation for outright revolutt~.o eotive-subjeotive prepar-
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