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IOlll' lett.r c.f the l7tlt on lilY CNIII&:f on st&te-eapitslism 1a bc!t!l 
"r1«ltt• Add ~.P Tho q~~~>tatian -.at ~'Ound t.'l .. ~s. r:lj:ht .and 'lll'r.ns, 
1a to dellt,)te tllst thq sre hot e!.thar 1n content, but s""'e of' tha <lUIIIIticrul ·. 
u!ze!l. lia'hi ~\; ~ 'I.UAllt;r, P'O\' -..pb, ;NU aelc ldwre tlte stat. cr.pit&l.Ut 
~ ~ rr=. c:::!, be-~:::~, you &iJd otiietr ''ner P"'JPl.• hava a001• t.> it 
~ Mlr.dat-ii\IISit1.IZI' whiob you CIII'HUtly Ill .. as ·-• i~t), JOU th:>tdc 
tbllt it ill tlda ~ I ll\lllt ttrat ""l>lain, N~»r, aoat>:&lly M&l'ld.st-
11laud.M aw a·~ Wbioh fiVCT •incl• one lliU bs abltt to "uftew will 
tirst - to M ~ ~11oaopJv ana a.n.lution 1s O(lmplete:t, that 1a to NJr, 
1l!lea tllo .Abaol.ute_Jif_ 1a read "•tc•ialiettcall.Y" !-& ore&t!ve4r <l<JVelop«!. 
1n tbe _,.,... 1n wllioh ~ did to nept1rlty, 

This d•l<lS!l ·~ ..-n ...,. do nothine •:ntU that nw bo~k 1G oe>IJilotac!, 
Quite tmo ~. am to prcn that, I vill givll you thll ~ ot atate
G&J~ital:st th.')Ol')' 1n tho~ crU!Oial epoeh 1940-.5.~, and you w.t:!.I&iiilii:>w that led 
to llllzzil!t &•u•":\""• ~~<>t. Yioe -· lou 11111 &11111 s"" llbat. 1G llllllillt by 
S'lliWm w!!l.eam.. 

IIW, thai, 1n 1!139 uban, 1'1ra~ the Hitl..,.-St&lin Pact and 1:'-
WW II ltnlt bro~ no "h&lip abo!& 1n 'lnt&k;y 1:11 poaition ot '\Jilted the 
Sov1.$t ll~Uon, a work- 1 at&te, tl!ough d"'6en114'ate11 , tho c0Zltnd1otion ~ 
~ and N&lit,y !11<1 lll:stt&red apct't 'lnt&!eyi;n!IUld all thllt ""• lett ~ 
lMlSDiA t:bat blldn't D... tmnlitof'lll8d into !te op!'Odt.!l, St&J.inisv.. I r~a~~-.r 
cC.-l,y tbat I t.:l.t at.o:!.~.llHecl., theoret1Dall,y r;pe&lcing, alld d;tdn~t lenoir 
holt to c!Jsr11 criticize 1'The llan of October" aD:! yEt ooul.M 1t help but ~ so, 
Gi1!180~ cime I 1M ~little~ op1111on ot inteUet~twiila, l.ltodin, 
~ticc!' tlll<t. I d:ld.~1 t tz'.Wit A!IJ' o1' t.luose catlsgo>'l.o to IIIY.I...t&ke it1 onl.y 
tU l!:ltimt&l who lluet oentinue tbeir &otivit,y ao..e!Jow 'ldll. clo it. Ill "II" uue, 
I read. ~ rll!!~ tor the 1111J.J.ionth tim0 Lenin's StAte. !lll!LB!!r~ and tben 
&ddC 2 pqOil and o!&~, _.. Otr' lNBI it tld.a 1Ji~UUo~eiiiey ani 
p:rsotice, "r:tl ~>S ten:lnillt.s wa th:lnk. so, tht!ln ..m.t is in f>tAl.in's Ru:!ak 3• . 
lllrta COi ta ~"'7o1t is what _Ltitin <l•<~r:l:beci ae Prwlsian s+..at-pit.>lima. 
At the Rile time, CLilJ • who bad 1110%'11 theorstical baekeround, DA:Irl1 h'<ll'e 111 
!ltp~l th1:l :18 111J:t j,t ~ oap1t&l1:ado and I claim thia is wtAt 1e in 
Rullai& ~. pii1t.1.cAl.Jv, it 111 11i'aacist." ZRah, inr!Bpondoncy dld ct.o.e the 
- UtJ.e ff/4" t!w1l' ~:l.but1on, "Russia Ill A State Capital!st S<>Oictq, 11 

WhUe I wa st.~ the .._.tcr.l&l. baee" of Rusoie throush the 
Five YMr ?lA-I b~e it 11111 tlto i~»d of 1941 tdt"-~ ! got_ tooiotbor rit!t 
CrP.J •.Dd elM ~ a ,_ boolc, 1!6~ aD:! ttewluti;m by Rorbert <.farc118e. 
The first p.:LJ•t on Jegel maant no~ ~ to ""' tll<m, b-..t tha second pal't 'NI!ioh 
dwt with Man'• Em-4' Eu&ys opP.ted a nw lftlr'ld t:~ 111n. S1noe I,.. vary, ~ 
atlli'-consciaus about 1111 not !tr,owizl« p!rlloao;>hy, I d:lrin 1t !Jell" ~oul I w.s 
rlllldios tboe• in Rwlllian, &Ill 1naed1atel,y applied tha to Ruus:IA. (Ind'!Mid, 
t.'loalh"Iabar and .9nciet,y" •as part oi' the Rusoi:>n theois I bad l<er!<ad out 
eitha' in 1>43,01" ..-en ..-Uer since the ec01101111e .I"U't 'lo'aS cOOI!plet<l:l in 1942, 
1t ;.u <mi.:r in 1947 cliii"U!,o; the s<>-eall!ri L'ltm-i:n period betW\JO.~ 1-1? a:d Sill' 
Wilen I """ in S\lrope tbat I receivl!d a lGttta' tr0111 CLI!J 'llh1oh sa:lri they found 
the piuctJ. tJ\oucht it 11 ~:-feet" a.n.:l 1JGI.t'"ft (mly or.e-ne!!"~ the 1::-a."l::l::.t:!.on to :fit 
the ona Grace waa doing directly troDl the Geir1llM text for a apecial bulletin, 
and "'"re ~1.<16 to publish it in one or these bull~tl.ns,) 

All this re p!U.losot>nr I 1o10ul~ call "pure" ins~l.not or. ''IY part, 
that 1a to My, I lcnw ey o.b.la atz>uggle, •o ! 'llw.ya began with abort Ilnlllf 
"ocOl\Dirlas"(WlTAL) 110 I atuek to the lal>or theory of ulu;,, an:t, then, 
oorwretel,y, concr~, conar~, on at.ep o.t a ti:Jo, and a vory almf ~tep 
&t t:.nt, I 1100ved into p!l1loaopby, shocked that all thL< hlld nwer boen bl'oUBht 
to DIY attention tbough GOl.l liG" lite I htld. !»en a Marxist revclutionaey • &lld 
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it tb'r.o th .. daWled on •• tbat I hAd nlf~ar h,.rd L~ say a airol>lo word eithar t.>": *'<'x'• Br.rly Esasya <>l' of z.>nin's Philoeoph1e lioteboobr in & 100><1, \t nod """"'t. 
. -~ to !Woo IIUCh l""• to tho little "i'!leoni. · 

It ....., ,-m],y in 1947 that. pldlooephy boc:Mil ill;:ortant al'l<l it '11&11 
1950 betor11 I .r.:Lt, IIIWol£11 co,ri:i..,,., i:t :;)"'!ll.r to un<!ertaka t.!te 12'-..r.alatic." 
o1' L.m.n'• P1t1J2:'11~ f'O!'"the !>abl1c11 , (Hc.\tllel' ~'tiP~ 
Ru.:dan Inlat1t:tt<.o !Jnivereit;y to w!>M I orr ert>:l. t!1""' thought the~ 
~t ....,ug~~ to uml8"t&ke publioatwn." 

. .1,.7 ,., the y..ar I ~•tt ~ D.Iropo &nd· t>.·!ad to gut a ~ld of' ..:U. , 
lrotoq'illt diaaidelltul Cllaulieu """"'¢:! to hn t.'le best t'in:!. ar.;l I t'w!U(lht be ' 

· A:llllll pbUo::N>peyl but !!o<. t:li<ls1't knew rl&r:dA.'l ~onmW:• and, i.'t any oau, re!',. 
out .sf' pr:lde <Jl' whitt r.ot t..• e~.e.nge hlz poaitior. on "blTC1uoru.tio eollecti"r.',.,."0 
tholllh he. ol&imttd to llG ~" fiX!>et oppoeito in h1.• viowd to tlloao apolml:l..S 
:V Sllaebtllw>o· Xt vu a i'Atrt, cr connc, tut thore a-ere no oolRilrtLlatioJo• 
o:- rd!!lat:lons d an,y ~ dwin& th& tltll', But thia wa fiC>&t-.1' .am cl&ri'lt4 ..u 
called tt:ll"• ot -.h1oh Cb&ulieu had ,u, !'he-1 r C3lllo to :lr.gl.And and r~ Clift1 
he C\11 li1JOh a"pu::•e".~tCUTaomiat that he d:Hrt1t Uvr>n '<iah to ..... the ~ tabl• 
I: bid ~ Wl'kad cut Soot9 ~o ba..'>k on tho RtJSn:la.r. eco!IC:'I'¥1 inltiJ&d, he 
_,t. tO bolll'goio!ll aou>'<!..S. !la-~1dr.a wbioh tho FQPOn:IBI'&r.t llla&e:l10 in h1a llind' 
11Uthe "~ ot the INl!s:la.r. """"O!IIY'• or t!te Ruailln praletBriat," 

·'. ' ' 

. Y;tt it v,mltl.bo :inoOl'!'«:i, to u:;r tbi.t t.'tey (Glli't, l'll,..,hillla, and Chtlll.k:t) · 
· -:ld op'pe0 or I1Dt :reCognil\e at l:'"' • l:otn dAt<>, the importi~Mo ?t d--..U.,.._ 
~ oE poma·, state ~. No, I beli,;-re they sOG thatl r.nd. u p011t:low thq 
•~· ~k"'""l' oonti.-(ol ot p!l'Oduction" .., ea•ontial ail<! wuld t~u~e-.ron "fa_. it"·· 
and hlnc• the Wctl'k..,;• Ci)uneils in ~~aey. So did. tho S~JP,(tlioush !lOt. tha 
FoUrth ,Intarrlatiollal.l) The point by l956,howav('l', beo4DIO T.llE W'.Jll8 !!All, '1'Uii: 
Wlii)L1t !'.All, THE w110LE HA.ll. To r~u.•e til rllCognizc Lho l!Utoatliall ot llar.lc'1e!ll 
IIQt O'liJ3 .£5 tho <tuintttliaenMal b-.tt a~ oonorete ltG4nt to eut ;yoUl!' thro&t, 
theol"~ apealdng, llhich ia whll.t thGj' hav" dono, • 

, . ( ,\•'hioh r""":lnde ne0 
do :r.ot !ozogot the d..adline _next -.k ~or yo~ <:olumn tO bto on the Hungarian 
Ravolution, 10 ~e&rll s!tert IU>d also brir.g i.<> it<> ottec~.a o.-1 tliotrs intelleotllllla 
llllo !:Udly .,.,.tion it. in Eastern !:1ttrop<J, but nevortbolllss were freed by it, . 
u ntn..,s Suo14l,iat '\-nie•) -

lihsn workBI'st 1"f•s1stanc~ 1• ~t. only to noz= ll'.lt to ideology in tha 
trW'I Marxian 10enae or !!J!e consciousness, than ;ro have -.mat we have had ~ 
a:lnao the :so\at Garman Rmi't. The SJCciting J>'l'"t th01·e, insoi"A>' as the .eoring 
togetbtlr ot theory and F&Ctioe 1a conoarned, 1s th9 period betwen March a 
23 l!ben Stal.in died, I'.&Y' l2. $lid ?.Oth when I >l:"ote the :lti.,..a on A~olut& Ida, 
ll1:arti:lG tho the 
IMgal:l.an 
"'-- Marx had 
thl!l cruoial datoe hio,tot•ic.tlllJr, 

Fact.ionally, I have ~<>t 'to t"-io day a clear ·;iell o:f llil&t the h.U 
hAI'JPontYI t..o Cl .. 'tJ t.hosA :.-y days when I wrota t.ha latters t when Gra.ce a-w.y :frcA 
h1a direct dominatio."' in IA had M~.d t'lose lett,,·u ""'"" t;,., oquiru.,•t t'or 
ua 'Wiwt lenin's ;lotea Wl!l!"e in 1915, a.'ld when h" sent word I ellould stick to 
"orpniz&til)n" as he- returned +A ~n£,t1And to ~:vi '':{ari.nors, Heme&ades &nd 
euta .... ys" i.'to a stuey Rlilo of DiolcQ!10 o.n<l Sho.I:BOpO>ll"O (oo help 018). 

JO hare WO &I"<! 1"\ 1966 "l'v.l it. ~ tne firot t1J>1e I MVS >o'l"ittsn 1lp 
tho 11tate-c&pitaliat th""'"Y u 't ha''" boc,.uno, !or the t1r•t time, it ....., not 
only that, pl!il~IIOph.ic&J.l,;r t th"'"<P !1ru: boon z:rea·t, rlwelOP"!Ont, but to reoog_'lia" 
th&t0whan in:lsp<Ondentl;r on<> c0111ea to theory ot stat...,._.,pitalizn, u 'i'aush1lla 
d1d 0 it a~ an~~~o...,.• no qUoOStio!IIO at all Jl!ll'!!!L it 1a one ot o. p1eoe ldth /' 
pbilosoplzy'. And you til~ yout.h have tll" advantage of starting ware 11'!1 ffond," '-


