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. ' /IJ ~ 'X.,j t,Y ' ' . •. ' ' I ' v ;,;v ~.~" .. ' · ... Jl;ils 29, 1978 .· .. 

~~" ''<,) pae.I<.Sne1ta iowbo~. :·, .. : ~ .• ·, . . . . , , ~-~·:-. . : 
r:: · J ··•. ~··.,.Y 'back when 'you wore in ~·Bay Artiil'lllld y'ou·'gavl! a ft-ien 

tif lldo!ia'· .. ;vO,W· tolld-'n ·.ad~ess ·I '.!lliliU\'t 'to. wri1:il" to ~ou, ·· .In. !ir.cft", I want& 
· ·to.· wriillt ~to ;v_cu eV·el' IJLrice WOWN.,~· 'R!!SI3'l'AIICl!i' A~:n· Ri:!VOT,IJ!!'J(I}(·'was pub• 

ll,alutd'J' lllit .the· 111V4P-4uite rolaon'oJI&hi~t'w!th ~oti ·whom X haVe· pever ll!ot 
ltidtioild by o.r;r#l'ttola:t'-on· ot you,r 'll!lel'lou~: histol'io .Wtlrlt o'n 'IIIODl_en• o 
libtll'Ation· ll'lil.'t!!fler.l,··but wi8'h1ald''down b, lrilat I !loris1il~l! ·your 
::t:;:;;ocilioua a1;t4 tude to Marx• a new contlr•ant of thought and your tota 
di~u..rd of Ron Lu;c:e111burg 1 kept me trom tr.y1ng to aatablisjlta rcle
tionll!hip b~-::ween u~S. What fiMlly has decided aie to write to:yo)l. !a 
your rflcent 1ntGr'Vbtl ir1 Socialist Roview, where your emphaaio on the · 
o.llen-ncslll o:f 'organimtJon you favor I!Oundl! liuffJ.oiently like my opposi· 
t!on tt- the oonc.,pt of thft vanguard party ~ lead, •• . 

:~;!~t~~~~;;~~~~;t,~ have r nearly all the 
,....,~>loan by mend• thOU!!')! she has a ·great deal· to say us, 

·on revPlution and a~ainst imperialism but even 
, (Read this letter of heru.to Mathilda Wurm 

whoRe husband was among those who botrayod1 "I swear to you,let me 
ones get out of prison and I. shall hunt and disperse yoilr oompan,y ot 
olng!,ng -toads -with. trurupeta, whips ·and bloodhound~;~•- I wanted to· say 
like Penth6eilia, .but than by God you are no Achilles, Had enoUfrh 
of my New Xear•u greeting? Then aee to it that you remain a human 
J2!.!!1i ... To be hlllllan 11\BBill' throwine one '.s lifa • on the saalos of 
d.~stiny • i! need tie, . , 11 ) • 

nut I have had considerable difficulty with the wriging 
since I disaeree with a ereat many of her theories, especially on 
the J·;ational Question, and also on .her most important theoretical 
work, A,ccumulation of C.ipi t/!!. 'l'he more I grpppled, however with 
hor thesis "Tf.e revolut on is maFJl1ficentl all else is bile:o", tho 
deeper became its connectic·n with rr.arx•s !heory of llevolution, and 
the minute I made that aa the Jrd phrase on the book, and things 
began to fall in plaoe. That is to say, the boolc then becomes, in my 
mind in any case, a work on liL and I'll that is no way separatad from 
what ia the burnir<f question for all• the realization of Marx's 
theory of revolution for our times. If you too aes theee aubj~cts 
in any such wsy, may r expect to hll2l' from you? 

Yours, 
"Oppoai tion to the concept of the "party to lead" was the very first topic I 
bught with Tony Cliff on in 1947 when I was in England on way to a conrress 
ot' the l•ourth Intsrnat!<:~nal l had rejoined ancl be in!! given the right to 
present the theory of state-capitalism. I lfOuld oa the only with that pooition 
even in that year and since Tony was working out the ilama thesis I had first 
projected in 1941, I asked for his help. He refused on the basis that my 
"e:iving up" the theory of vanruard party parmi tted no l!l'ound for our collabora
tion and, moreover, hin thesis, v1hich was not yet completed, would bo quite 
different from mine!!~ more "objective," I was then the hyphenated part of the 
Johhson·l'oreat 'tendency, and no doubt CIJIJ was coneidered the creat one, not 
'me. In fairness to Cliff', I will acid, that, thour:h I had be on workintr on 
the "11oman Question• for some yell!'S then, I wasn't in any way relatint' it to. 
rr.ale cl1auvinism in the ~iovoment. l:11t 1 t all came back to rr.ind in that form 
last year when I~ppened to havn met GOmr. lSers in Ore~on, and in the dis-
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cueaion on the Portuguese Revolution I criticized TC's analysis which 
had no·t. ao much -as bothered tO. mention that the very o:t-ganization they . 
thoUght mollt .. ~ra,vol'qt'-cma.ry, PRP/HR, was headed by a Wt.!me.n, much :J_ess e:ivei 
her name hilt' per~>onali ty 1 . I Babel llo Carmo 1 was 1 t to,cauae ehe es'pc~uaed 

· ~~.!!!!i.2,7 .To my aurjlriae, they anawered ·'itf the most c.:l"fh'and' manner 
,:; .r ·; 1 ,, ,fi.JtJ.1)~1.t :!1'1!1&.1'1:1;. llOtil~!hl,:Bu;~ ~JOt· C:U:~f· •. 11! thl!-lliggeat male cltauv!riistr 

•... ;··: .. , , ~~'1!\\'B }a;!!,lt .::tlla~ •.• ,I ·!VIIfll~ ,that lt ,one ,Q.!l!ii'lOWll\.!g&i!,ll!ale 
" . , . ",. .. AJ~WlJliu. iri' o,~ ;or~.nb.aUoJ'I':'-:.Newe ,f< .:~'l.:tera pommi ttl!e~he would be 

: .· .;. ·:·.:l'~"~ed .a!,nc~;;l;h$, .C.on!l!titutii,tl) _of Mar:d . .et.,HWIIaniBta ll.ata .. ,t.hat ao l of 
•: • .:);l!.!l~.flril.Y ,3,.;"!3111!~1'111 ,.tC)r :'iOtP~l~nl·. thtt o:t;lt9r .::?. . J»ing qppol>lition 'to 

·.:r:, cl!!.8J!. ·!!'tX'~~U:le -liril1 B1 acl ,Dim~lllllon,. I _we,lked out, · 

.. ::.;'! '.I .-.,.. .:. •• ! .i :f ~ .. · ( '' 
' .. ·· .. . ·: 

;•; . .;i t.·.:O s;,l:,;~L;~·:; ~· ·.·•····. ;• .. 
·/::·-:.~···'-' .. ~ !:~tLl . : ,,.,._._._. . 
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