
Rl!!! l•'!NU'l'Ef' OF DECEl•IBER 14; 1981 

Present: '-All, plu<i,.Neda'by special invita~ionr Diane; sitter~in-, · 
excused • .'· · . · . · . . . . 

Aqe_nda: I- (!&-;, !I~From nee~ ·13 to Jan.2r .II!- Ns.r, Deadline and 
· ': Assigllllltlnte: . rv- ·ongoing· Aeti vi ties and correspondence. . . . . ' 
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its direct hit ltt u;E'·~ ·fimpa'rialiar~\·~·: call be ~·seen in t}le Latin Ameri
can revollttions, be it where they were successful as in tlicaragua, 
o~ .:¥here:.:tlie. g.en<>cide is ·,;ti H ·co~tinuing ··as in EhSalvador. ·That·• e 
«hy I callod the Preface in my presenation "Pu>:pooe"and· Ma':hod of 
the Bpol<",.._. and thi!!l ;was 'contjnued ·by :bringing· into'it tlie very con,.· 
clunion of. tl)e .. booR -- ".II 1980's Vie•<ii·"· so 'ti;;,!t ·we: should be aware 
of the fact th"t it is not just "the boo1t" but the objectivity of -
'"orld .realit.y ... !fr.us, the two-fold relation'sh'ip of !'ubject and ·objei:t: 
••as :carried through all·three parts of· the l'ork: ·- · . 

·.,-,. : .. · ·· .... - • .· :•. · For example,··iri 
Part .One .of 1:he·. book,."l910 to 1911 was·made· inseparable from method.:. 
o.logy :;...-_::t\teAbsolute ·f~ethcd, •.mich- has a dngle dia lactic for ob
jec;:,tJ,v., .sn<'l··eubjective. · :-Ilteraas Tt lt&'s •long been ol:>irious that 1910-
·~hl-ch :r.-:l:!ad.· originally ·intended to .·hav., as: the ciima" of the book·· 

since it ••as in th21t per1.od •.•hen LuxP.mbur'g ,.a·s gi:ea·tet:ot, i4H:h ·her'·"·' 
.pr~l'qien.,..·<Of ,imperia'tism and 'her struggle against 1:he opportuni~m 
-.-in. ~h$ . .-l.le:r111an.- l'ocia1 Democracy ,•. •men•.other:- great' ·revo•'utionarles ~· 
-{Lil<.t\; Lerdnl eotU-1 :,follc.wed ·.the· G>D as•·the·• triie,lllarxist's ~;..·c.,as ·no·· 
longer·,the .. cli~tali'; bec:ause · H· had -no1:· ·ted ·Rr. ·to br·ealt .-.ith ·the 'GI'D·~-: 
thifl:i ;tiJne ... the· Absolute. l'ethod showed; ·th::t:•Luxemburg' s' a·na lyses, · ' '·: 
tho!!g~;.correctr ·~e.re., onLy ,.clescriptive; phenoltlimoJ:ogica J. · ra.ther ~hah' 
;>hi.losopbic;. 'with'a Subject •. , Here d:s '•hat I ·mean• '''hen Kegel 
.111'Y!!I :~Nothing .. is,.known-- in' its. truth unless it'"is·' completely subje'c't 
to.,l\fethod;,,•~- and,,•here. Max:x·.·inte:rnrets 'that:. to· llleani that' 'the' !'ltiliject· · 
comes·•out·.of';.the' aetua'l· s-truggle,' j_t,: is: 5T!'p&rative that·· "'" d'o 'not ; .· 
at tbat.,:point ·simply have· ... :t.o .-sa_y,- as ·.r,uxemburg .. ,;,; !.<', "lon~(before"' 
the",coHapee·.of:_Jcapitalism because of ·lsckrofinon-capitalist'' 1 ana·s 
to,exp~oit, the· prol .. etarl.a•:•'•..,ill •!>ring· it• to" its ·doom·. ·'·Luxemburg, 
hol'eyer,.'because she· did not see that the ne<•l'l"uhject ..-.;; t'ho!"el<ploi.t
ed' natiOnalities -- wou1d becomg the actuaJ "gravediggers 1' ·of·· irh~ ,. · 
paria'lism; •'limited ·her 'f'ubject to· "the proletariat." ' · ' '' < 

"i: !·• .. ·· .. _-·-. r·: •-..... - i, .:·:'·· .,,.. .. -.. :i·,.,. ·Heretofore, r ·· 
'lent': inunediate_l.y into a .-sharp· c>:i tique of ··the -~H: for not· recogrd.z-: 
ing RL as_ -great .revoJJ~tionaey. ,, "his -~ime, because RL ended by ·criti
cir.ing r:'arx, h'tmself,.',both ,on accu.'llUl:,.tion of capital and on the· 
nati'ol!a·l question,- ·I could bring in another ·newe-l.emant·. I-"rfi.fer · · 
to .. the· fact that tlu;!re · •~as .. a rev ,iva'·' of LuYemhurg stu<'lies in· the 
J9'6<isl h!lt it •<as ;n<;?t ·Luxemburg "·the feP!inist'.', but Luxemburg ·"the 
spontaneis.t 11 that. t"'as the pr"b1eraati;c then.. rt f's. only ~"ith 'the· .. 
:cise. oE the_ ne-. • 'r•l1, c.'espi tP. i:hP. fact .that they t'l ic'l 'not recogni7e 
Luxemburg, that it ·~as possible :F.or us to .bring out •·that' no one 'had · 
done before -- that -the,11e was no ·aeparation beb•sen Lu,emburg the · 
revoJutJ.oniot .ann Luxemburg the feminl:st, even ·if she herself h!rd · 
not full.y rer.ogni>.:ecl the total significance of her struggles nol: on).v 
for the. right to• the vote, but against the ··tar. '!'his, furthermore, 
illumina_ted.ho .. slta h~d brought .into the anti-imperialist, ant;.-. 
military .. struggle the auestion. o:f. .l'l!nthesil.ea. In truth, both· the 

:•• '·•, 
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re£erence· to· ·V.enthesi lea and. :her· anti-imperialist etruggl es. and the 
sharp ·di·stinctirut she • ma~e between. the bourgeois women •>~hoae "world 
is the!l.r hCIII!e~ .. ancl the· prole.terian·worner• whose· "h01ne is the· ••orld" 

•· .. ·t~lst:lngU·ished her as an origins l character as much as did her 
brealc with Jogi.ches. 'roday's ''I.'', though they have a great deal· to 
!earn .. from her remain the -onll!s who brought out the uni.crue feature of 
today's ·~ists bv ra·f;;lling to'l<eep silent on the .question of male-· .. 
chauvinism. within the Left. The ·exoro.;ss:ton "at one &nd the same·" 
time"; ·as- ' . ..reTf.Ts th6 stresr::c··on-·"ov~i:Vie'"'·", rnada ·it l)Ossible ·for· the 

·book•. to .connect vestf1irday, today o1nd ':omorroo>~ in such ., .. ,..,y .. as the·· 
13laek ·~imension a·lL the' way from 1831 through the Nigerian: W·:>men' a· 
war::.o£ ·1.929 to' today'·s Black dime11eion, without .separating it from: 
such other .. revolutiona:ry <tomen as r<argaret ·!J'Uller·. :::n a: 140>:d~ .. the'. 
criticism .. o:f the.'!qu.r was· in·, one sense. muted· in relationship to··RL, 
but in .. another. sense: sharpened··st> -t..hat. ·it •.>~oilld be impossible·:.to 
consider .that auAstion. outside•.· of llarx '" Humanist philosophy. · · · 

. ·: ... . • '.'t ... ~f • 

The··~ina! secti-:>ri c'Z the boolt Is, cl.earl.y, no~· just. a uection:, 
rn ·' fac.t; what '"as. n<i•>~ in· the ·oresentation/ at one and tne~:lllame·.,tin>e·; 
•.>~as:,:l..:.ehe tit·1.P. r ·qavedt -:~rl· Milrx.<!Jey<HutiJm!!.ey ·Orqan~?.er':.:- .. 
fx·ornr:.; c:r.itf.c •of.· Hegel t:o' author of Capital to thcnrist···of Permanent 

.ll ..voJ.u+;ion. 'M!.is continued •~ith 2- beginning to look at I.Tarx even ::.·• 
earlier than· ).8dl, ·by sho·ning :his· se! f..<critic·f 1iin on.·,!~he }~uesti"n of 
I,aw •:!.n".·l,837 -.-·and :in • that resr>ect bringi·ng ·in /'elville' e· expression 
about·' "abrupt inter..:mergings." ~his c"rried through •.>1! th ·3- .. both ·•. · 
the •new ·moments of .the last o:'!ecade, ·••here he !.eft a ·traH for·· us· to 
t(le J!180s,. and the •lho)e··concep~ that :he, a1one, ,.as: the founder of 
a whole:.ne•~ ·eonl:inent·.ot'. thought .and of revolution. ···AU· others;be
ginning with ~l'rederlck ·Engels·,. were r>est-Farx Piarxi sts, not just 
chronologically but: as a category. · Inileed, i~ is their--:fai.lure•.to 
grasp· the ramifications of that and hl." theorv of ''ermanent ·revolu
tion. that remal.ns ·the :chali.enge to· c;u;;-age. 

It is that category which 
had to be emphasized, both as the permanent revolution's challenge 
to. our ·age ·and .es ·the organizational chaJ.lenge t<hich must· first be 
worl::ed out. one thing that must be put an .end to once and for aU· 
is the ·idea that· Marx >las not· an "organization man." 'This is· ••by 
I 11ent through· eJ.l his practica·l· "nrojects", beginning he fore· he was 
a Marxist and yet -made such a· unity of philosophy .. and the need for 
organiza·tion to real.ize i.t· th"t he considered h·imsel f a member. of· 
"the :party of.P.rometheus." Such an attitude never.left,him, 
whether be was creating the committees o~ Corresoondence'or the his-
toric. First Internationa J. in 1.861. ,. 

The chalJ:enge.·of permanent revoluw 
tion ·that· •>~e must reali"e in our nay is naturally not just ·ours 
alone but that of the age, and it's in that respect that I brought 
in the ·A.rchives .all too l:lrief)y, so I •>~ish to-repeat here what l.t 
•.>~as that was ne•>~ in the three-fold division r made of those 40 years: 
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l- 1941.-1950: '!'he creation of the theory oj:, state-caqita}.ism, •. is 
seen'· in a new way in·i>oland, rl.ght· at this 'moment. '•!here it is .im-. 
pprt;ant .to,re.,ognize that the. greate.st enemy ls at ·home, and that 
iln'!:i"'imperia Hsm .. canhbt be used as a substitute :for not fighti:n.g 
t~at eneiny at h~me, neve:.::theles•( ap ·of. this vedod of .194! · ~o 1950 
].n our Archives· l.s -just Pro'agomena. · .. , 

·2- 7,950-1973: •r!'>e core of our 
existence, where both 'the continuity •.'lith f.'al:'X'S HUmanism an.(l the 
ne•~eso of our 8$1"· a_s .witnesd~g a .movement. t:E!!• practice, 'beginS 
witn a n.sw sllegiYproduction called Automatl.on. By bf.'ing in that: 
neric~· of 'the ne<~ stage of prcid""'tion and the 010rkers:~· battle against 

· ft: through tile mine~·s' general strike·, · c;.onsing 'the vanguer<" nature 
Of ·Black ·masses: i:n ·~Otion.,ils reflected .in our ·own pUbJi~ation, _!n'- . 
diiznant !!eart, · . a·nd' achiev,ing a· b~·eakth-rough in the. Absolute .rdea · 
as.a movemeilt .. from·practice six:<~eeks before· the ;octiuil East·Europe
ari ·:revolt:. ':-•• ·•11e had, ·indeed, created an · hiAtoric ··new ten'!ency, 
i1arxiSt.:.!iuinanisin: iri. the u.f> •. ·'!'he reason I h<!ve used.·a whole· quarter 
centul:y a a·. one·. single sub-division :l.s to st.ress that onca· a new 
stage,of·,pro<luction.·has begun and the workers have· ... shown a way· to 

. 'l'trU!JgJ.e.-~gains!:. it; the· developll!ents ·also in·. thought sho•• ~hec:cre
ativl.tv.'of,a::~e••-'stage·.of cpg1~;t~on, ··'"hich not only helps meet'!:he· 
challenge from:•l>elow'but creates ne<• g_.round· for anticipating. j:ho 
future.- · =-;·· ·• ·· · 

•,, · .. '3-.. l974:·t<>. today: T'>e 1974-75 ~conomic crlsis hal!. in fac_t~ 
not· stomoed ,.nd ·from 'that moment on i.e had stressed the [li.ver,ity: 
of the"glohal :economic :crises as being structural. As ! s)1owed at, 
the very. begirming of the presentation, the·;.ne•ll this time. was not .. 
limited to the criticism of those who trunc,.ted !•arx's Capital.; but 
to 'the .focus on the new type bf revolutions, be that tn P.ortuga!., 
L'a t:in- Am9rica·, Iran, or POland. . . ":'be coricl.usion~ therefore, 'l.:'as ·to 
ask all' those present t6 join ~'e•.•s and· Letters committees and help·· 
us·meet·the challenge of the age-- the re~lization of the revolutim 
in pe'ili>.i.nence ·, by beginning the transformaj:ion of reality· here 
and now, · 

* * .. 
Nol-l then, t>th&t have '.</e ga;_neq from ~he classes? ~t is, true 

there has been s self-develonment, al]d :1: ·~as sursly;gla~ to s.ee . 
that the. last·meei;inq brought out a -p~riphery, and we have gaineq 
some ll'embers -- especially in Los l\ngeles.But they ha..ab'f no means 
broug'ht out the org;!'nizationai .'gro•Ath ·,.e lopked .forwarCJ t9. si.nce
t'hfs becomes ever rit<;)re serious; ,.,e .have to Spe~l out_ ne,.; tasks,. ne'.ot 
•1ays of. projectin'g and eeU ing this l.a.te.st ·,.ork of 1'arxist-Hurn~rdsrn. 
!t becomes imperative, therefore, f:i.~st and foremost:, to spel) .. it 
out as activities. · Both pract_l,cally and theoretically, ·t])e ·exp.-es
sfon has to be done on volit]cal nu:itters and current ev.en~s.,, In- ,. 
stead of clasees as long-las~illg as eight lectures, there shouJ.d be, 
peihaps, r1o mOre tha·n ·four in any series -- ap.d they cannot .l?.e sepa-
rated from analvsis of current ·events. "'or example, taka whjilt is · 

- ·:. • : l' •.• 

.. .. , .. 
..,... , .. ,. 15316· 



.· .. · _._.. .... __ _ 

REB, Dec. 14, 1.981 -- r.>age 5 

happening 'tn··Poland right .no••· flurel.y _our 25 years of: wrii:i'hgs 11nd 
·a-ctii•ities arour.d· th .. - East 'Eurooe'an 're'vol i:s' -- activl.ties ••hich will 
riow be intens'ifiect· .:._ haire il r-'lationsh:l.p to the. ne•.r book. 'Ot take 
what· is happening in Latin Ameri_ca. a_nd what 1\.nn" was abJ.e to esta
-blish and .;.;u,_. i-<>port ori tci· the "E3 ••itli a different stress than the 
report ·in ~r&i:., 'it witl' certa.ini.v c:>:eate 'neot ooenings for our activi.:. 
t.ies here. .'t'liis 'is even 'nioni true about. the d_eepe~ing economic cri
o:is and the''·gro ... ing anti-nucJ.ear movement ••hici, is trulv global. ' : 

· .-;. ·· · · -. · · · · · · ··. · ··. ~. 'I'lliS 

an··,:eads to-the-fact that mv main report to the' Jan. 2·Expanded REB 
wi.ll 'be ... gre;tt' deal more on' 'the =rrent scene than ori. the ne•• book, 
with 'irpecial sl:reas on the fact th11t_ it ··isn't only l?oland which is 
under the wbi.p Of the counf:er-revoiuti6h. So are 're·~ol.>Jtionaries 

- ever}>wh<!re, includina the ·u-.s. . It ir,"J:iecause of i:he urgency of 
the 'objective and s•Jbjective ·aituati.oita thot ·the' Expanded REB has 

. be~n exten.dE!d···to iriclude not on1V aS matly ··NE'3 members as can come, 
but ra-nk-and-filers have also been invited; · 

'·•. 
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