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1''7~<,.~ Lou, M1ko, EugeMo 

Feb. J, 1518J 

The Afro-American writers conference that I.ou just 
called to our attention interests me very much and I do think 
that Lou should go there, but both the money question and whether 
New York could likewise go there will have to be disoussed further 
with Olga. 

I was trying to see both the topics and whether ~ I 
knew any of the participants, The topics interested me a lot 
although I don't know who their keynote speaker, Lanoe Jeffers, 
is. Do you? The «< topics I especially underlined were the 
question of' the historian, the question of Marxism, and that 
on both Black women's literature and the one on SOciology. 
Since it is a writer's conference, I fear that the one on the 
role of the historians would hardly be on the making of history 
whereas we would definitely wieh to speak of masses in motion 
aa hJatory-aaking and the hsitorian who knows how to appreciate 
a£a1 hlatory, rather than just leaving it to the wtitten wordo i.e 
aoad.alo historians. We can try to discuss that further, even 
~u£h· the time b .. very ehort. 

. ,, .. The ~pic that requires no additional comment because:< .. 
. · -·: · we;-are:all:e~erts (I) is the 2HII Feb. 9 aeaeion on the"Political .. 

·· i:iiUniioiie'i·:( Na:ti!t~nali8iJio· ioiacx1iiiil, Fiiiilinis:, otc. ) ". . . . Thi!.,,:r!rst . 
.. .. -~-lh.!i!l:~-1i~otil.'d;·;b•,~oriticilied is .why b:.the world--!tl'a~.~nt~~~t:'/::• · 

.: }~JII!t-~i'i9/f'tli._a. poll tical. dilllenaions, since Marxil!lll has. ·beerr.~~cl: 
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:. f?t"!~.'\!i~e :~11e. time and 1n Marx, himself, especially ali ~!tlfl.!ld · i ·. 

' ';'.CI.:.A:~~_ --~_c._ a;._·.· he. waaa IIOB. t .. active_ participant. both as_· havi~· ~r--_: ·. 
· ~~;t:·:the ~-' fi.rat international organilat1on of worklng men 
. ~/::~th .;a:t~P ~e !ri1:ltlh bourgeohie' a attempt to aide "1 th the 

. . 15ju~:'anlhw1 th· .that· nss · force to establish relations directly 
. ilp'iilj:,;.tJi•\.Jihite Houite ca well as -- and that is above all.~-
. -t~lll&O:kf4lieniiloii: wae iii hil greatest theoretical Worlt.lind in . 
.~.li:)ePJi1~1:·••:Wtill as .the reporter for the 'rribune and . 
::_;P_1:~~-~~_J:._'!l.th_ .. ·. -:th_ e Abolitioniatm, not to mention the ta_. o_t o_t Ua .... 
i _ .. ~~-":'~O"·'~~ a single Jnaok regiment would have auo.~ ~,!~O.ent 

. . '.!j#t~o'; on th'!t; ~I'Ve a 'of those greater generals 1n the South 0011118 ' . . 
:~~1); ... J,irio~ln ~eelf to atop pussyfooting· on. this baing a ~ 
.{{·';l~W_ .. ·. ·_-·.ftr·un __ ltioatlon an_ d tl.'anllfol'lll 1_ t. into a rewlu.tionary_ otV_. 11 • · .::w..t-, ··•t you. Lou, tor oM, would like to apeak both on the · . 
· . · -~• ~,f:.IMarXi• and the Black dimenalon and on your own pa~~phlet 

· on· .banta Fanon, h what you should tJ.oan•i t to th•• · 
'~"-- . ' . ' . 

llllJ~detr tor a lllale to claim the risht to apeall: on 
but we certainly oould take the floor 
tloor, bring in the question of .• · 

those we have reviewed ln ·Na.L ot th~ .· 
I note that ... 'l'onl C~de 1a one of the ·~~~ 

lula a· dual klnd of backf:I'Ound, except, as ac&u~n · 
. her tiotional wri tins haD reoelVt4 -~··. 

~~,a~~il~!::Oi~tht, w~~ lf'~~ere• 
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sociology, but I consider it moat important to refer bo~n ~u 
Mazrui'e works on literature and to Wole Soyinka'e eeaays, 
and not to forget to mention that, ae early as 1960, not only 
had Langeton Hughes• Ap A~1can ~easUfY included articles and 
eeaaya as well as poems all stores but was the very first one 
who included an African woman's piece {Phyllis Ntantala) and 
aha is still working in the u.s. this time ·in the movement for 
Black liberation, 

. I actually would like a call made to N.Y. to find out 
whether they could attend, I imagine that Ray .... could find 
a way to attend, and, indeed, he has contacts in that city and 
might be able to find out something the ad doesn't tell us. There 
was one professor there (I believe he said his name was Wilson) 
who was quite interested in getting me to speak there, and though 
it obvioualy fell through, he may very well be contacted to see 
if he could help two Blacks like Ray and Lou, even it we are not 
fol'lllllly invited, Certainly out literature should be there, and 
l .O_uld want ue to be there, whether or not we are invited. 
I ill•o ... that they are advertising a phone -- 202-686-6862 ..... 
for fUrther information, they advertise no admission price; but 

: I don'.t know. it that means there is none. You should al.o have 
:; . · ,,J.ittle nr:'pri .. iteae, even if only _for individuals you .talk. With, 
:'- .••• , •• •·,· .. -•:>''•uoh all the taot that lhe Howard tlnlv. Political SOientbt -· .... 
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t;;. .. • -~~ •. -:.:!: "~eel .the. ta~~ous Leon 'h'otsky meeting and was chd.raiaft:o~ th_e , · · · · · 
~;;,:: ;,,~: · · · ··t.~:~:~tiri~l ~olllilii'tl~ee d~i.ng the J~'I.C)s~ow 'rTials, J;t'••• tcrgQ~~~~~ ... .:.. .. : 
tx>r:"'•' • . '•o;~: ll&l9 .8gii.in, . but !Du Will remember it) • as well, aa . 'f!Ji.~.·;~•~·1L ... ..:.: __ .~.·_,·.~.--.·.~ •. -_··.~:·_ .. ·.:_! 

:j;f(.~::::;_. ~~~ ~r o. · wooclaon had arranged for the meeting o_t·ow:ilij~( 
i~i\'.: . >·~,_g!~t'al .tJ!at N&L was active in the 1930s in washington. D.C;; . , 
H:·c·>t:· , · . ·. ti) 1:17 to Weak down the Jim Crowl• that e:dated there.- ·. · · ··· J\ 

~~;~;, .... !ii:~5: ¥~~~~:!:'!"~~ ... ¥ . 
• , .. Aii.4WOf: oourae·any aubsoribera we have there. Two ot thoae had· 
:i; · ~i.!di~::ill ~~e\lng two yeara ago ancl ware auppoHd to start : ·.· · 
~:{ oo~~~-~c.bu11 there waa no tilllow-up, whlohdlesn•t 118aft t_ha1;. 
h .11~~·-wo 1!10\alcln't be preaant at this conference and wo\ald ~. _ 
!:t' . atdl!ately recognise you if you had an,y 11 tera_ture on you. 

J'C . .... . ooo• ..... 
. ,· I / .· ./; , ____ 
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, F ~~. 16, 1983 

Dear Friends& 
l{y report on the Afro-american writers conference in Wash., D.C. and trip 

to New.Yo~k.~s.two aspeots1 1) establis~ng contacts with Black intellectuals 
and follol{-through; and 2) ·_new openirigil for Raya's lectilre tour; 

• : .. I arrived ·at .. Howarcl Univ. in the middle of student protests and marches 
d\lmand~.~ tpe resignation of the president of the university.. This was also .. 
the s.~tt-ing of Fii'th Annual il.t'ro-American Writer's Conference'. which· was cO
spops~r.!lit by t.he American Writer's Congress 'arid the D.c. Arts ·and Humanities 
Coun«il •. Unfortunately, the student protests and the writer's con.f'e;r.:ence 
remained in two separate worlds, not because the students didn't invite this 
gene~tion of Blac~ writers from the 1960s to come and &edress their rallies. 
but because none of the Black intellectuals who had come to talk 'S.i:iout t.he' 
relationship of Bleak literatur11 to social movements thought that f.he more . 
than 500 students protesting at Howarcl represented the "political dimensions" 
of recent Bleck 11 terature. ... . . 

9.~ 10, I .. was able to at.:· 
at.3 of them •. The first 
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that Fanon'a-'critique of SM't;re•s attempt to reduce Black subjectivity t.o a · 
minor term in ·the di~ectio could also be applied to structuralism, Baker .t.ook .-
11,,-:-.:ri ticiam serious enough to engage me in discussion on dialectics on t.he . 
spot, We continued he discussion in the hall at. t.he break where he bought. the .. 

:-F,anon pamphlet., We t. so much into a discussion on ~agel, i~ F~and /.//·--7>- · 

~ 
.~alectics that he wanted to know who Raya was and to ·d me aoout a st.udy-grouP/ -) .~ ... ; 

.''I he was in at '!.~ .. of' Penn, (I'_'!! "!B) o~ .. l!egel' s Phenomenolog-r of' Hind. Beaauee ~e,;.. : ·" .. · 
\ d just begun to study ·Marx and Hegel for himself' he wanted to reed .ffiR· . \E>·'.::._.._...;..· 

' •,' ' '---' Xhe last panel :r attended and the one which provoked the most debate and .. 
· emotion we the one on 11 Issues in Black Women's lit.erature", . Xhe panel was C9!JI-

posed of' four acadllllli.cs, 3 >ramen and 1 man, However half' wa.'/ through the f:irst 
paper student protestors, •nostly J·oung women, marc}\l'through t.he corridor shouting 
t.heir slogan 11Jloycott- classes tomorrow!" and disrupting t.he conference entirel.7o 
I was the only one to get up and follow them (some 300 strong) down int.o. the . . 
studen~§Ji: -bar where t.h~y gave speeph~fl,.-<Uid began a half' a dqzen discussi~n ... U..... 
~'!:~![~_right on the spot .• ].:( Xhere wi ll~mbre on the st.udent. prot est. a i~ .!·!!~,~P;lrl •-7'
lly tlie time· I got back to conference t.he last paper was J.,eing read by Charl<:)l3 · 

,-JtOilai,!:.on recent works by women writers. Rowells' a colDIDent.s t)IB1l BlaclCWoiiien 
·~ers .. wre·more·:tn:ter1fated in form t.han in politics bought heated response . 

from Lynch no sooner than discussion coiiUllBnced, 1..-tY.iich atte,,c;ke(l Rowell not on ... 
the political ·nat·oll'B of .. women! a literature but for saying that. the literature . , 
of' the 196o 1s lacked formvThen L:mflh turned_i;Qj~_¥.P~E-·i.~.'tf!\' paneJ.:._to , ... :, : 
ci)!l.;Llenge· them to explain why tliey· neede-d-: to speak autonomously, Rowe:J.l,wall!;s. 
out of' the conf'enence, othexs jlllJJp to their feet and demand the '' '.+·~!!: l>'?~.l:i' 

·the try to bring everyone to order, Finall:r, I get · Wid ·ear· 
t;9:~~~~:~~~!::~~ ·1:e ·~.: .. political; question~.~: In.· him t.hat 
h thli.t ·during t.he. 6os the pol.iti.cal 
the~~iiient:•; ·eisplicia:llly :on'.t.his·camptis uh••m· 

women.· bave.' chosen 

·t.hat was , 
wouldn't let. 1ne set up a lit., 

a num!Jer came out. and bought everything I had 
:rhey couldn't. believe that a J.!arx-

ist had such an of' literat.ure, One woman who edit.s 1!...-lite~ary 
Journal in D.c. wanted me to write for it., anothflt'"'IJoman who.,liiis organi~ed a ff-2 lack women•r~B'our - ' !i:l;s'rO'COrresporid and get w~tev~rr els~ we have 

. on BliCk women, ·Ail Rollell' me·over·to shake' Ill,)' had to ·th8.Jlk me for defending 
', him; while lynch's s r thought that. I had made their point. :rhe $!:_~le~~s 
·--=_-.: ·-------ur·:i:.iUf.T.·aitUrnoon were nOt to be oe11eved. i als_o talked to a··J1!.1±i•p:-iattsJ.- ---: · 

· le~w;Uho had M&F _@!!!L~.R __ a_! .~l_laa the .:ranon pant])hiiit.', He Sli1d that he 'Ills, 
disappointed by the conference because of its Lack of' dialectics, He told me . 
that Harold Cruse had a f!TSat title for a bad book that. still needed to be writ
ten, and want.ed to begin a correspondence conunit.tee of' Black intellectuals who 
are interested in dialectics, 

tJ;'ft is against this '·.>blckground t.hat I went to see the J¥-_ti!ffi Pr'!_i'.!.._who_f!!-... -
the chair of' the philosophy department at HOIIILrd, And while I certainl:Y i:lidn t 

-- ::::=:;:,;;~ 
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1 g,o t.o get a lecture tor Raya at. this late· date, that is all t.he Hait.ian prot. 

would 'teJ.l!:· about ;.... bow it _is absolutely necessary tor Ra:•a to .speak at. H!lllard 

!.)
·. thi,s. ~· ·, He l:i!id beard 'her .. several 1ears ago and reels that .. ".flllj! cuts the 
_ tineet figure as a lol1u"Xist philosopher in the world today."r o, Hr. :rurner we .. 
} mus~-~~ hsr tor :-the day .at H,ow.:rd to .address a colloquilltt ot philosoph;{ 
· classes and to .deliyer a major paper to .the. campus cotl\IJtunit.;r, Later, I spolce 
/
1 

to a'·hi-lit.ol!'Y prot. about·hb.4ept. co-sponsoring and he. said that he would 
get his part ot the ~?norarium. · At the moment we are looking at the dates of 
Mar. 14 or lL(J!Ihic!lt.fhe ac~uall.y date or .Marx's death). Another Black in
t.ell~ct_ua'l:'@:the~~~l~,-; who is the llbral'illll at. the lj.i'ro-Ame __ rican _.re-
se~c.h libraey a . oought M:iF 'and ·wants to get. ~ JU'ChiV,B for ~S ll- · 
bre;tj. 'He too offered to help. . .. · . · . . .· 

. : .. i ;.~e~t n.c; before the blizzard; ·~~t it caught ~· in ~ mY mngic \~avi~ 
'liorn off. Ray ·liad begun to arrange ,a radio intervi91ol and thinks that we will 
b!! able to put·'t'cij!ether in April when he and I will at.tend the Harx centenary 
oonreren~!....s't the ·un1 v. of J.!aryland. 

.. 
' . 

"-~~~~~~;~~~~: th~ · atternoon that I left NY was the t I ·~pent an.)Jour with was .:Very .intepOst.ed in_ wbat we .bad tc5:" say .~:iio~t. t,h~" '"'-' . 
. ·· tb,e Gambrldge)>!aryland-movetnent •.. In looking at · • . , 

~r.r:i;<;,,r··il1~.· vam;ea t.o RL was. • · Though she basn 1 t . been as act:i, ve . . . , 
oEr she is very in the WI and what ·i:t. m!Wls;.:I:J.l:re- :.; 

··· .. · ·We · correspond and she t.ook a c.opy,,ot 

. ·' . ·:· 

•: r , -. . ~ . A,iute cont~US:, . 
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