


... ··' 

TAB I.E OF CONTENTS 

Introduction and OV.rview 

J!ART ONE 1 WOMEN, LABOR AND THE BLACK DIMENSION 

Chapter I The Women's Liberation Movem.nt as Reason and as 

Revolutionary Force (1969-70) 

Chapter II The Miners' Wives (1950) 

Chapter III l'llo Excerpts from an Unpublished Essay (1953) 

On Woun in the Post-war World, and the Ol.cl Radicals 

On i<be Abolitionists and their Relation to the Btaok Dbleneion 

Chapter IV .!Wiolution and Co1Dlterrevolut1on in South Africa (1960) 

~pter. V • • : AtrlcaD Wf!~Hn De1lland "Freed!!!! Noyl" (1 962) . 

~~~~ VI' WcillleiJ's ~orationr, in Fact .and in Philosoph¥ (1973) 

·:• '~~; . .ffi~,;,~~·Black D~;.;hsion in w~n's Liberation (197s-?6) ··.· 
-~ ·.-·/t~~;{,.:-<·-:-::·.~·;'!J~<-<,·:,_;_~:-'-:. --- · . - . · ,~--_:;;·.:_r .. -<:. -

ctla)l:ter V~~l :Tbe·~il from Marx's Philosophy or ReVolution to Today's 
,·:,-; .. :; · wo-n· a ciberiltion 'MoV811ants <1983> 

./·. i. 

~. . '; . .,:_._ 

·· Cbaptir1~~· , • }'ran I Untolc!!"'"t of, and Ct)flt.~adio.tions :in~ ~R. e·, 7C)J,ut:loJ1~·\;L9'1'9l 
• Chapter:''i;( In M~r1ui ·Natalia s.dova Trotak.Y '. 

... ' ' - . ' . - ~. ;' .. -. : .. _.;. . . -~:. :. . ' 
:.:· ·. 

''Roie or W..n in Revolution (1962) 

'. cb~~r XI 
. ..-. . 

Womln .•• 'l'hinke!'B. and as Revolutionaries (1975-76),·. . : 
:· 

;.· 

I 
I 
! 



Chapter XII Two Contributions by Olga Domanski 

A SWB&I'Y of Six Lectures for Jnternatt.cma1 Women's Xear (19?.5) 

Woman's L1bera.t1on in Search of a Theory 1 l'he Stiiii!IIAry 

of a Decade ( 1980) 

Chapter XID New Passions and New Force" 

Tbe illaek Di~~&nsicn, Tbe Anti-Vietnam War Youth, Rank-and

FUe 'Labor, W01118n's Liberation (.fro111 PbUosophY and 

a.volution, 197J) .. ·~·.....,... 

Chapter 

PAilT THRKih SEXISM, POLITICS AND REVOLUTION -- Japan, Portugal, Poland, 

Cbin&, Latin America, tbe U.S. - IS TIIERE AN ORGANIZATIONAL 

ANSWER? 

,. 

Chapter XIV l'be New Le.rt in Japan (1966) 
' 

WS.U tb& 116vo1ut1on 1., Portugal AdVIIIlco? } (1976) 

· 'O,Iapter m •The ~Yoluticmary ActiVity of Polish Woment 

Repoi-t by Polish Feminist in Exile (1982) 

'C':tie~r xm Alienation and Revolutioiu A !long Iron@ !nterrtev (1966) 

. CbaptiQo xvi! t SeXism, Politics and Revolution in Post-Mao Cb:ln& 

chiang Cb'inp:, llua Kuo-feng in Poet-Mao Cbiria (19?7) 

·' ~ina' 11 "Gan!!: of Four" Trial Cbarads ( 1981) 

· 'Cbapter .XII .. ". . . ' - . ·~mational Women's Xoart Where to Novl (19?7) 

· ·'.Cb•pwr Xl ·· .. Tiie Latin AMerican Un1'1n1shed Revolutions 
; 

·. brpts from a "Polit1cal-Ph1losoph1o. Le~\er" 

Bzohange of Correapondence with Silvio Fl'ond1s1 
MU:ioan fninillt, 

(19?8) ;Uif . . _.,.,,,.. 

<196:n ··. 
·zxcerpte troll article by/Marta ·Lalla• (19?9) 

Jlxohange with Peruvian tn1n1ata (1981) 1982) 

-I 
I 
I 

I 
! 



PART FOUR 1 THJ: TRAn TO 1'HE 1980s 1 

Tbe MissinR Link -- Philosophy -- in the Relationship of 

Revolution to Organization 

SIC1'10N I• Reality and Philosophy 
QIJPI 

Cbapt.r XXI Radio lhterviev on the FamilY, Love Relationllhips and 

the liew Society (1984) 

Cbapt.r XX l'be Grundrisae and WO!IIfln • s Liberation (1974) 

Cbapt.r XXI .Pfarx's "New HUIII&nism" and the Dialectics of Women's LibeNiion 

mpux 
SIC'l'lDN II1 1'he Cballenl(e fl'OI!I Today's Global Crises 

·Cbapt.r XXIV Marx's and Ingels' Studies Contraat•:h Relationship 

of Pbil;oaopby and Revol11t10Ji to W01118n 's Liberation (1!17~~,,~~;~·gt~ 
;:pha~i' XXV selected I.etten on tba Proce.as of Writing !!9J!!.,#!=~~£&.it'<:i,(} 

····~~XXVI 

ot. BtvOlut!on (1981) 

Cbapt.tr XlVII AlurtNira to Quest ions Raised During the Marx Cel~teiii&JI:Y::I~~ 

Tour oa the Book (1983) 

.I·: 



r.::.~tor the Future ) '"-... 

~BERATION AND. THE DIALECTICS OP REW.LUTION ~ ~ 
A 35-Year Collection ot Essays -- Historic, Philosophic, Global 

CONTENTS 

Introduction and Overview 

PART ONEa WOMEN1 LABOR AND THE BLACK DIMENSION 

li!The Women's Liberation Movement as Reason and as 
~evolutionary Force (1969-70 lectures) 
@rhe Miners' Wives (1950, The Militant) 

omen in the Post-War World and the Old Radicals 
and 

he Abolitionists and Their Relation to the Black Dimension 
(Excerpts from an unpublished essay, 1953)~ 

~Revolution and Counter-Revolution in South Africa (N&L, 4/]9 60) 
(§}African Women Demand Freedom Nowl (Report from Africa, 

'I N&L, 5/1962) 
.. ~Women's Liberation, in Fact and in Philosophy . 
~ ·.,(Lecture at UCLA Women'S Week, April 1973) 

' ' . . -· ~ . . 

.(j)The Black Dimension in Women's Liberation (Lectures 
to WAGE, UCAE, Hunter, DePaul, Cal State, 1975-76) 

/"Q'\The Trail from Marx• s Philosophy of Revolution to Today' s .. · .: 
\..V Women's Liberation Movements (Lecture to Third World . 

(Women's Conference, Urbana, April, 1983) :··· . 

. ·. PART TWO 1 REVOLUTIONARIES ALL 

. G}rran1 Unfoldment of and Contradictions in, Revel 
· · (Political-Philosophic Letter, March, 

@In Memoriam I. Natalia Sedova Trotsky ( N&L, Feb,, 1962} . 
. @women as Thinkers and as Revolutionaries (Lecture .at ···. C 

. Way.· n_ e State u, 975 and Madison 1976) ---±tic~de~~· ... · ... 

. .footnote on mil " is Commune fr~m !'!!!!:X.~,!!!!·•. > 
. . (""'am\.~ P• 95 (lqS'1J.~ . ·.·· .. ·· .. · · 
r~~Lectti!'fl for International 'llomen's Year· ( ·N·,~·~~;,~~:>:~t 

! 
I 
' .,, 

;.) 
) , . 
. I 

' ' ' 

@ lwoiDen•s Liberation.J!.~ngearch of a Theory -- S~ary of · 
· a Decade ( N&Ly.L980) -- by Olga Domanski .... ·. •i/:iBH• 

· . ~- Ne~ P_ aed.ona and New Forces -- the Black Dimension1 . the .... :··.···. · 
· \.:/ Ant1-V1etnam War Youth, Rank-and-File Lallor, women a Lib'.n. . 

(Excerpts from PhilosoliY and Revolution, 1973) .· . ·:· ' 

.. ;, 
. s:- ,~ 

.'. ' . ~·. ., ., .. : - ' 



•.:' 

.·,. 

PAR~ THREE1 SEXISM, POLI~ICS AND REVOLUTION •• Japan, Portugal;: ·. · 
Poland, China, Latin America, the U.S, ·- ~S 'l'HERE ... 

. AN ORGANIZATIONAL ANSWER? 

q;JThe;~ew Left in Japan (Report in the Activist, 1966) 
~ill the Revelution in Portugal Advance? (Political- · 
~:Y" Philosophic Letter, January 1976) 

~he Revolutionary Activity of Polish Women -- Report 
~ ofram a Polish dissident exile (N&L, March 1982) 
Chia Ch'ing, Hua Kuo-feng in Post-Mao China (Sexism, 

ol tics d R volutio , 1977) and 
Ch na's "Gant o Four" Trial Charade (N&L, 1-2 and J/1981) 

@Alienation and Revolution• a Hong Kong Interview (N&L, 1966) 
@IWYI Where to Now? (N&L, December 1977) . 
~The Unfinished Latin American Revolutions (Political-
~ Philosophic Letter 19781 correspondence with Silvio 

Frondizi, 1962, exchange with Mexican feminists 19791 
dialogue with Peruvian feminists 1982) 

PART FOURt THE TRAIL TO THE 1980s• THE MISSING LINK -• PHilOSOPHY ,.;.;. 
I'N':THE RELATIONSHIP OF REVOLUTION TO ORGANIZATION ··. · . · . 

. SECTION. I1 Reality and Philosouhv 

~On the Family, Love Relationships, and the New Society.·. 
o~tA. (Radio. interview by Katherine Davenport, aired · · 

""'-:u.:-"'over radio station WBAI, March 8, 1984) 
~ 

t:.I:\The.·arundrisse and Women's Liberation (Lecture at 
~ New School for Social Research 19741 printed in'· 

Detroit Women's Press, Oct. 1974) .. 
~Marx• s "New Humanism" and the Dialectics of Women~·s. ' · ·· · 
~ Liberation in Primitive and· Modern Societies (Lectu:re::);,~;;:;;• 

at New School for Social Research 198)J printed iri • 
Praxis International, Jan, 1984) . · : . 

SECTION II1 The Challenge from Today's Global Criseg 

-~ Marx• s and Engels' ·Studies Contrasted a The Re:La1~iontih.i.J{ ; 
~ of.Philo and Revolution to Women's 

(Draft for ~ 



R~>ach1nP: for thr Fut11rP 

'IIO!ID: '9 LIBEP.ArJ:ClK A!'!: rilE J:!A LF.Cl'TCS OF REVOLVrTOI! 

A 35-Year Co11Pction of Essay" -- H1stor1c, Philosophic, Global 

TRODUCl'IC'N -IMJ ~.eZ{) 
What d1stinruishes thA ne>mess anrl uniqueness of Women's Liberation 

. in our aP.e is the very nature of our epoch, which simifi.ed, at one and the 

sa"'e ti"'e 1 a new staf'P of production -- Auto..,ation --~ a ne>~ stape of 

cornition, rhe fact that thP move~ent fro~ practice >~as itself a form of 
1 

theory was manifested in the Miners' GP.nera 1 .Strike of 1949-50 1 durin I!' which 

tht> miners battlin~ Automatio!' were focusinv,not on wa!"es, but on a totally new 

question about the kind of labor man should rlo, askinr why thert> was such_ a 

f10l!hbetween thinkinf" and doinp, It was also seen in the new kind. of 

on the part of thE' "'iners' w]ves, ·· aUhouvh, in the immerliate·· •. -."•··""-·C:,,"-' 

War IT world, :vo!"en's Liberat:ion was only an Idoa-w•ho:se;tilri!e•1had,'ij' 

· ·<6~mr and riot yet a reco!'fliZE'd Move,ent, 
.:f 

; aur &!!e of Wo"'en' s LibE'ration is distinp.uished from all 

·'·-:"that ,be_the ancient pre-capitalist soc:\Pt:ies when women like. 
·:·,t_·<·: ·' 

"'::C·,;·soi'!E' freedoms 

<societies I or the 19th century when wo.,en, althou~r.h they na9f•cme<c>t,,;~b<H1~~~ 

: p~per~ Tile RI'Volution, concentrated on the ele'nent_al riv.ht;\:,~[.~fr~l!e~·~~.i;!]~ 
,,r ~.th~ ~r&:~'I.Y 2oth century when revolut:ionary women Marxis-il i'ou~bt 
. ' •.-- ' -· ' ' . . . :•'; ,. 
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That political strik~ was directed 

both al.'ainst thP. state-cap'\taHst rulers callinP thet"selv<'s Co"'m~is-l; ancj a,ainst 
•, 

increased work-norms (soeed-up), OevE'lopinf' under the slop-an 1 "Bread and Freedom",. 

the dusty archives Marx's Hu,.an;l.st Essays on "Alienated Labor," "Private Property 

and Communism," and his. "Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic" -- wh'\ch had been 

· oenned when ~larx broke with private capi.talisl'1 as well as with what he called 

'.'vulvarcomnrunisfl'l, u 

ann were not only avainst _) 
These revolts did not stop in the 1950s s a a-capitalism 

I 

callinr itself Communism, Quite thE< contrary, The post-lolorld ~/ar II world wit-

nessed the birth of national libf!ration revolts in Asia, in the Middle East, in 

Africa.against Western i~Prialism, Out of these emer~ed a whole new Third 

World,. 
., 

q,y;.·-,,:,;;·~·;s;·-i·•·, ·,.,·,, ... The:essa;ys: collected ht>re cover the whole .. 35 ;year 

p~il.~tice· ar.o!le• · They are not presented here in a cbronolo!(ical ;·:• ).l :'dtil';.';•iii 
. 

-~~0fl··~:;!J~}be:r, , eacil·.,or·':;~h,ti tour Parts into which the essays have been···.·'' i1ricled •ob!nir'%'1 

whoi~''ihi.~e di!i~&desr thus, each includes the totality, Pari_r,•; ,;W,~~~~;~LJIJt~~ 
•;UibOr and .til' Bia~k Dimension," ber;ins with an article writt11n in :1.969, . 

· ': •;,Woman':"as·'Reas~n 'as well as Revc:>lutionary Force" was :rirst created,-· 

... ~ ··--~ ... - -rl~ii a: .talk given :\n the Marx Centenary year, 1983, to a 

~'if~~)~t•~_'l\,~~ference, after havin!l: returned to a 1950 article on 
·,1' 

of the "'iners on strike as 
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"Wo!I'Pn in the Post-·:far ·~orlrl ancl the Olrl Rarl1cals"( an excerpt fran> an un-

while another excerpt from that san>e easay, "The Abolition'ists and Their Re-

lationship to the Black DiMPnsion," focuses on the crucial nature of the Black 

Naturally, r do not limit the essays eithPr to the past or to thP u.s. 
1'11~-It is our age and the whole world that preoccupies us, rt was in the 1960s that, 

in hath independent and apartheirl Africa, wo"!en, inspired by the Montpoomery &Is_ 

Boycott, ;res~ new revolts there; it was likewise in the 1960s that Black 

wo .. en helped to shape the nt>w Women's Liberation Movement in thE' u.s. r· 

the 1960s that r travelled to both il'est Europe and West Africa; 

AmPrican could if!t to China at that time j; and to 

~>: ,'::::·c)So>•e of- I!IY writinll~ from these trips are included 

the Part~ that follow "Wo"!en, Labor and the 

:;::;fhrliittJ:!t!r' .• it corice~s a COJ1Cr~te orr.anizationa1 form or a seemiJ,~tly abstll'liC>t', 
""''~"'' Ji' 

,~;·ph·ilc!-SCtph:i.C catPI'Ory -- d:fscloses a passion for a total Uprootin@' Of this' ·• •Y•• ., 

' 
'racist, SPXist society, stretch in~>: from the anti-Vietnam War 

(\j~~:!i!o~fi~'eJ1t ,!Lnd the beginnings of a l'Pw Left with:in soc~alism to the present· f •e'~r.i=l~~:)i'1ii' 

;',p~f~f~lt';~.;~!p_:l~s:ophy of revol~t~?n to meet the challenge of the ongoing re\rolut:loris 

T!lke. education. and youth, The new Black dimt!nsion in the 

Ol'l. Schools stimulated so new a look at the educational system . ' . - _.,,_. 

in the, North that the FreA Speech Move"M!nt was born- at · 

· ·~he. poitit fs that every one of the historic pericxlSrecorcllld .here D1:scJ'o . __ , __ -.-.. -. ·.·-:: : . .-
;(-' ' . 
the· existence of both a new r.volutionary foi"Ce and a new consciousness -· ',. - ', ' ·, 

. ' . ' ·>·:·.:, .. i:·.; ' - '' :' ·_..:_ ·_- ~ ; . ' ' :. - : 

>itii•lt'i:,;;_ no matter. hnw different the s:ltuation or the country in which :·t ihe'[~ .,,, ,_.'. __ ,' ' - - -' . ' . . 
··,r:f>. 
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Unravel, and no ~attPr how hidden from history, past Or in-the-makin£ 1 it has 

remained, 

.. 
The Southern Black dimension saw women Fre~dom Riders encounterinF a most 

3 
unique orp.anization in ¥.ississippi called "Woman Po"!-~r Unlimited," As the 

move~ent of the '60s developed, the dissatisfaction of the women activists with 

the male leaders -- in the Black revolt and in the anti-Vietnam War movement --

len to new tensions within the New left itself that resulted in the develop,.,ent 

of vlomen's Liberation not only as an Jdea but as a t~ovement, Which is why today's 

·Women's Liberation Movement, as ! nut it in Rosa Luxembur~. Women's L1beration, 

. and I'Jilrx's Philosophy of RPvolution, declared: 

.. _,-· 
t''" 

Don'i tell us about discrimination everywhere else; and don't 
tell us it comes only from class. oppression; look at yourselves. 

Don'ttell U.r that "folloo/reedom can come only the "day qfier" 
the revolution;. our .. questions .. must be faced the day before. 

'·Furthermore, words. are il(>i_sqfficie!lt: let's see you practi~ejt • 
. . None ofyour"theories"willdo, You will have to learn to hear 
US: Y ouwill have to understand what you hear. It's/ike learning a 

: new language. Yoll will have, to learn that you are not the font of 
all wudtim...,-or ofrevoluiion: You will have to understand that 

· oiir:biJdies belong: to: us and to 'no one else-and that includes 
lover:S,. hllsbands; and yes, fathers . 

pur bodiei have 'head$, ·and they, too, belong to us and us 
alotii And while wla'fe reclaiming our bodies and our heads, we 
will also. reclaim the night. No one except ourselves, as women, 
willge{ourfreedom. Andjorthat we need full autonomy. 

. 'we:wm not'open an'iscape route/or you by pointing to the 
middle-class nature:otBetl)' Friedan's The Feminine Mystique. 
Outside Of thefai£thiii'the trivializa.tion of housework iS also 
demeimlng to the"'~well~paid" housewife, we haven't seen you 
involved in the strugglii'ofihe domestic workers. Our movement 
didn't begin with·The'Feminine Mystique in 196~. In 1961 we 
were on the Freedom Ride buses with you, got beat up and thrown 
in jail, and found Wat the Black women in Mississippi had 
organized "Woman Power Unlimited." 

_,,-' 

! 

I 
I 



!ntro<luction 5 

Stop telling us, even through the \'oi~es of women (of the old 
lq/), how great the German So~ialist Women's Mo1•ement was. 
We know how many working womrn :S zroups Clara Zetkin 
organized and that it was a real mass movement. We know how 
great the ~irculation o/Gieichheit was, and that we ha1•e nothing 
comparable to it. We demand, nevertheless, to be heard, not only 
be~ause your impli~ation seems to be that we had better hold our 
tongues, but because her superiority in organizing women on 
doss lines left hidden many aspe~ls of the "Woman Question," 
most of all how vel)' deep the upro01ing oft he old must be. And we 
also know that none of them, Zetkin and Luxemburg included, 
had brought out the male chauvinism in the party. They had 
followed the men in considering that nothing mus1 be done to 
/Jreak up the "unity" oftheparty by diverting to "strictly personal, 
strictly feminist" matters ratherthan be lumped with the bourgeois 
women. 

Now let us ask you: Is it accidental that the male leaders in the 
SPD so easily plunged into those malodorous, male-chauvinist 
remarks when Luxemburg broke with Kautsky and Bebel? And 
could it be accidental that the male Marxists of this day, with and 
without female suppor4 first resisted the establishment of an 
autonomous women:S movement and now try very much to 
natTOw it by forever bn"nging out the priority of the party, the 
party, the party? There is the rub. 

Too many reilolutions have soured, so we must start anew on 
, very tii.JT'~rellt ground, beginning rig~t ~e.re a,n_d 110~. _Under '!!', 
circumstances will we let you hide yciur male-chau.vinist behavior 

· . under the shibboleth "the social revolution coniesfint. "That hai • 
alivays served as excuse for your "leadership, "for your continuing' 

._to make all decisions, write allleciflets, pamphlets, and tracts, 
while all we do is crank the mimeo.mnchine • 
. Finally, the most important thing we must all learn to hear are 

the voices of the Third World. ,The real .ifro-Asian, Latin 
American struggles-especially .ofwomen'-are not heard iiuhe 
rhetoric at the Tri-Contineirtal Congresses, but in the simple 
words of people like the Black woman who spelled out wlzat 
freedom meant to kei: "I'm not thoroughly con vi need that Black 

· .. Liberation, th.e way it's being spelled ou4 will really aird truly 
)nean ·my liberation. I.'m not so sure when it comes time 'to put 
down mygun'thatl won't have a broom Shoved in my hands, as 
so in~liy of my Cuban sisters have. "' · 

~ . : 

I 
I 
i 

.j 
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Part IJ, "R~volutionarl~s All," turns to the i"'pa.ct on the Fast of the 

f1.r.st Russian Revolution, 1905-07, Jn Persia (today's Iran) not only did .the 

i~ct last throu~h 1911, but it hecame the reference point for the 1979 Iranian 

Revolution, I hPre include ~xcerpts frol'! a Political-Philosophic Letter I wrote 

.as that revolution· unfolded, To this day not only has the role of wo,.,en in the 

early Persian Revoluti.on been glossed over, but even when the activity. of the 

wol'l~n in the Russian Revolution has been recorded (and in his HistorY of the 

Russian Revolution Trotsky did "rite a "'ovinr chanter on tht> "Five Days" that 

shook Tsarism in February 1917), it is the eoura~e and not the Reason of the 

· ,:,.-o·~en .that stands out, I:ndeed, Reason is nearly totally denied as Trotsky 

women'really didn't know what they were doin!Z ~aury. 
it was only in November, when the BolsheViks w.,...,,,,...,. 

~~~f;I~l~:('~.~~frlt·'·1;~;f;~·~;le~TY was, ~qual to. the pra.etiee aTid · 

Further, the truth i.s.· tru!lt\'iriF''-i~.~~a~ 
~·:r.;·:r:&vot\1t1.onar'l:es.~t:· .BolsheViks, Mensheviks, 

' ' 
action on International vlo,.,en's Day, 

~·rchin~ durin!' wartime ~!lainst. the Tsar. as 

such massive; spontaneous 

. Women but frOl'l housewi.VeS and WO!I!en 

politicos .to join them, and the, N~ollutiol~';j~tJY:f 

-- but it didn't ll'ake the potitiC()S l<l<>k·iot. 

Reason •. ··• 

in··moticn, women:.a_s, ~'F as 

~9Ei'f)}(fJ~,~~.)'~I&kf'· ~IJVcitu·~icm.s, transrorl!l reality, I had .nci' n~ed: to den~lilr;a.'£',8';t1~~ 

,,,._,,,.,.--. 
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' t1atE>d. the actual revolution, as witness the m1lknlaids in what ht>ca"'e the Paris 

Commune; (See footnote, o, XXX,) In my "In Memoriam to Natalia Trotsky," I 

talfe up the wholE' question of "rh .. Rol., of '4o.,en in Revolution," 

One of the unique features of our aP'e is that the attitude to thE' activity 

and thou~ht of women is different today from what it had been in othE'r a~es, 

At th~ end of the 1960s, when Wo"1Pn's Liberation had moved from an Idea, whosP 

time had come to a Movement, I ~ave a series of lectures at the University 

Center for Adult Education of Wayne State University and the University' or 

Michi~an in Detroit. These were deliverE'd without any written text, and were 

summarized .b.Y my collea~e, Ol~a Do.,anski. I include in Part .II both that 

'~t,.,iation ·and her ·essay on "Wo"!en 's LibE'ration in SE'arch of a Theory 1 

'This .. :l,'inal chapter 9 rec~nnects with the. j :ii·st.'.'c!~~~ii:~'jffz:;~~ 
~·rt was as .. ir. HegeVs Absolute 'MethOd as a ••-·,< 

mediation had talton on nash.

-- live men and women:-- tried shapin!'! ·history 

i@:i~~:ll;y)law rltlli,~ic,nsljip or practice to theory " (p, 42), 

· thou~ht most succinctly in his essay, 

philc,scoph;y of oraxis is consciousness run of· o ·;OJi!~~~: . . . -' . 

·iu'ou~o'0 : riot1.'mere]lv !'!rasps the contradictions, but posits hi.,sit1f 'A!(i~n'; 

and elevates this element to 'a prirt.i=i~~~·;~~~:~ 
. ~ ' . j~ 

• . ~- '' · .. 

··*-' 
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l'd.andJ Cl!inaJ .Latin AmericaJ thP. U,S,t Is there an Orll'anizational Answer?" 

!n vrappling with Women's Li't>erat~on international~ I found that , no matter 

ho>r different the group or what the country, one orp:anizational question seemed 

to prevailt Could a new orp,anizational form be the answer to woman's never-

ending oppression, inequality and alienation, at work, in the heme, and in the 

supposedly neutral cultural field? 

~arx's new continent of thoupht and of rPVolut}on, grounded in the concept 

of"revolution in permanencE>" may SE'em unconnected to the organizational 

~uestion, And the whole qu.,stion of organization as non-elitist and demanding 

. the practice of new relations between Men and women was not connected by th~ 

• •• - · 
11 >r'oiliiicl<~ Liberationists to l1arx' s philosophy of revolution in permanence as. • 

. Nevertheless, for the ... male Left to see the women's .de~na,J:o~)jj 
: ;-~, 

~~~8;;\:!i1~~·::~if.$!~~i.zii:tlLor,a].·· relations as:;only ~a ,:question 'of emalt vs • :' laJriri•r''or,li&,rli 

~~:.rJ>j~'(ci~,~ieritl;~]~i2:a1:icop vsi cen~ralization' 

of "persoi11il". rather tha.:n'x·::·~::~~~~~~~ 

is. th&t the uproot in!!' n·e·edt!d :,,an,no·t. divi.de,!:::;'·,:'f: 
', •,' ' 

philosophy from.organimation. 

the ci ivisioii· of. wenta 1 and 

Liberationi.sts or today's 
, 

philosophy or rtw~lution i.n~ hill 

Thil.t.''hli•::c,billl'f.ctlil~bed the whole post~Ma~ Mar~is.t )lortd, ·.· .. T 1!~;:\~~;,i~i~~;~~r~~~ 
·::''"""'"'~'·:· ........... ~ the attitildP cf the .revolutt~narieli 
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others "the per111anent. revolution," and Trotsky accepted it, 

It was _the period when the solidarity of ¥Arxists in ·Japan and in Russia 

was firmly established as the Japanese Marxist Sen Katayama shook the hand of 

th~ Russian Marxist Plekhanov at the International Congress during the 1904-05 

io.'hy then did "revolution in permanence" not sink in as 

strateey for revolution a_s well as !"round for organization, even when, by 191?, 

1905-0? was seen as having been the "dress rehearsal" for 191?? 

Consider, as well, the New LPft in Japan in our age -- specifically the 

section of Zbngakuren which had broken with the Coii1Mllnist Party because they 
hi h 

. : c~msidered Russia a state-capitalist society a one back to 'the 
'-··.- -.- -' 

· ()f':~ra'~x's Marxism,. when he had named his philosophy a "new Hu,.anislli." 
. . ~ . 

. first to .;t;~al'l~late and puhlish in Japanese ¥JB.rx's 1844 _f.<l(c).iipmic•-'!.}:;' 

'io!iopliii:,'J>lanllscril>t'~·· · :ll'l.,which .the Man/Woman. relations!J.ip .isso!_ci!,i,ti'il_l•; 

theydisregari:l 'tliat t>oint in Marx'_s Essays, but they . ' . - . ' ' . . - ' ' . ' ' . . 

.ll!••,.ic''·~ conc~pts of the JIJirl/Woman relatio,•hip persisted even 

:t'iiil'c)ai!•e.~ 1~1ie first to-·die. during the historic snake;.oances that kept .Eils&n;hO,iiet·:· 

in 1960. 

to Japan in 1966, I was shocked to find that not only we•ioeitli• 

but wo'l!en did not take the floor in the. m ee.1;~j 
. :' 

. •. . c,;,, ... , ...... . 

is ,not included in the report. 

, "i: h11ve appended to it the disc\lse:iQ:ri·'!if:t~~:~·~ij;i 
.,-: 

tci raise in ·my talk to WRAP (\>'omen's 

I 
i 
i 
I 
I 

'I 
' 
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ThP whol" qul'st.ion of ohjPct.ivtty anrl pres,.nce of thE' "tlomPn's 

Libt>ration Mov8ment 1s 

lan~nd whe.ther thei'e 

so crucial a mark of our a~e that, what..vPr the 

was a recor.n1zPrl autonomous movement or whether 

the voices WE're silent, therE' is no douht whatever that deep opposition 

to SE'Xi!"' exists, 

'tie can st'P it in the PortuMJese RPvolttt1on where, even bPfore 

the mass revolt a!'ainst fasci.sm hurst forth, a boo'< called The Three 

Marias vave notice of an oppositiol' >rh1ch the authorities thouP;ht they 

could stifle by imprison in" its thrt'e authors, So pe>•erful was the protest 

that poured forth fro"' the Homen's LibPraMon Move.,ent internationally 

that not only did the authol"s pain their freedom but an autono,ous 

1!10:'ft'ment bPcami. ·inte!'ral to the revolution itself, 

~},~:;zJi}{~,~:r.;;,;~~~· ~~b!il do csrmo --, .~~·~ ·~~~~~~ t.~e 
(~t~iioJ,l;t.j:on#':r.• •.. · .. Pai't:~·· ·,cof th~'·p~~l~t~·!'iat/Revoluti~na~.Y · Brlll!'adeii) ic•.wn1..C.Lr:;~i . ' ' . ·.. ' '• ' .. 

rii:lse!d .thi~·· ~[utist:!.on .. of apa;t~daris1110 (non-partyism) :,fc•r. cthoi/.f~ii'sj;•,c 
·: -.-.. -

t~ll- ¥J!rxi~t:~~~iim .. l1t -,- dis1'ii~s11d the autcir•!lmou.s "Nc•meol1 

LibEoJ.ati•oTI Mo:ve1in~rt.,. as purely petty-bou!'~eois: 

But the· women who, during ·her own 
··. •'. '• . ' 

SO imprf'ssed her that Shll said I "I'm 
.,,, ,_ .. 

,ft,,_. ,..,,,,, · ·8t1'1lggle, tht> stru~>:~le of the RPvolutionary 
.· · .. · ... ·. . .· . ·. 6 . 

fight,ca'!'ried on by WOI"en," Thet nt.••MA 

!'Pvolution as a whole 

·in Africa .,.-

RPason is undeniable;:• 

fol"" of. this newness is· seen .fri·'po"land, 

,retiort .I ~oeivtod rr~~~h exii~ ..... h.•'v~·· 
I· .,_ 

·;, 

, .. ··--· .. ' .. ~- .; ·. . ,,, ..•... • --·---· 
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who were so cruolal 1n the C!'es.t1.on of that ne>r world stage of Polish 
7 

!'evolt -- SoHdamosc, Pal't ITT also shows two very different attitudes 

to the relationship of ph1losophj and revolution on the part of two women 

revolutionaries in China, One is the autocrat, Jianl'! Q:lnetf thE> other :Is 

a Chinese refu~~f' I call Jade, whom I :lntel'Viewed :In Hong Kong on the eve 
8 

of the Cultural RE>volution, At the sa~• time, I critique the attitudE> 

of the A"'erlcan fem:lnist, Roxana l-lltke, "'ho, far from CO'Ilprehend:ln!! the 

revolutionary essence of i/omen 's L1 beration, has forP'iven Jian~ nearly an 
her cri.,es, 

At that_point we return to the United States, specifically the· 

.lilternati_onal Wo!'len 's Year Conference :In Houston, Texas :In 1977, 
manifes]J 

con~ereJ?c"e was es~iatly important the exis·ttorlce 

.. ~-tr~~~:·;j}~:World wi;Mi·r~e u:s.·. It i~ that w~~ch_.~,·~~;b_,~·~~~Jii~,f~~ 
;~,,c-.JiF":_~·:·· •. on_,;:the;_whole question· of Ls.tin America, 

... ::,;f'Yr::·:~~/f>-r:.: __ --:~::_;: -~--. · . _ .- . · · . _ -_ _ . . 
."'I.At:ln'·'Amerlcan Unf:!riished Revolutions," whether -that . ; ;::_~·":":.~-- ·~ -·-. :·· -, ' - .- - ' . ' . ,.,._., ___ :( .. --.~---'--";;'' ' " . 

my.·cori'e'sponderice 'with Silvio Frondizi dur:lno; that decade - '. \' . . . ',. · .. c: '• .. ~ -· .. · - ' -' .· .• :. • ' ; ' ' , . . . 
,_-. . ;~~- . - . ' -.·._. :<: ·..... ' . . 

or _wliether 1.t be ·the 1970s (and I include both my Poti1;ic.al';J'~~~~ : . . . . . . 

.:;_:;_L!~ttt~,:f!,ft_el~.- a tour whtore th~ 'relationship of Eritrea· and. C :uba.'~-~,::f'~ii~~i'~:~ •' ., ,,,, ... ,.,,- ' . .. ,. . - ' . . ;. ' . . 

th -the Mexican feminists) 1 or whether 
:·· 

,'.i''ai!4Sjilif",~~ll_c•gue 1fit•h the Periiv:!an fe,.,:lnists, . · 

'----· 
,- ' 

cte'al" to MP that -the questinn.• ~·can .. J: 

POST.··~ll,rx ~rx:!sm; :tt is to tha-t question th,~t:::f~'i~~.:§;,~i;!·i~'; 
&§i.~;g~g~W~-~F~~a.:r,_t·· ·"or, tliiii' cotteouon, 

· .. ·-~ ----·* ''*- ·· .. 

,, 

!; 

·o .•. ,..,,. •. •·• 
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"The Trail to the 1980s 1 The Miss1n~ Link -- Philosophy in 

.th'e Relationship of Revolution to Orpanizati~te,pts to ,;ather top:ether 

all threads, both thost' of our ai!E' of '"Yriad crises and those of' l'.arx's day, 

espE>cia11y the last decade of' Marx's life as he reached for the future and 

left a trail to the 1980s, The first of the Part's two sections --

"Reality and Philosophy" -- hel!ins with an intt'rview with ·Katherine DavenpoJ"t 
on thP fa.,_i:l.Y.t._lo'!:~U:!'J:IltionsMps .and sociPty, which >ras) · 

a red on radio station r/EAI :ln Ne>r ~ork on International ·,·fo,.en's ray, 1984. 

T consider it si~if'icant because there is no doubt that the Nomen's Libera-

tion Movel"ent has imparted a new intensity and a vary different, new direction 

to an old question, 

T,oday 's rea 11. ty -- the tota Uty of' the crises, econo!!'ic 

.internaticmal -- confront us with so terrifyin!; a po·S:sib:ti1~·: 

~~;g;fi~;~@:\)/·;~~:;;.:p•uc:L,e!Ll",·llOlocaus~,a~J create so total an impasse that .all too ~~~~ty)i.'[;~\({,~ 
'e~[:Lookliig • 1:iii- an'::e·!~cape ;, :.wJilic.:h. · ha.~- raduced · philosophy . tci a .. 

It was that type of ri.ductionism 

!~~j;,:~i:·;n ;,;-;_t·~~~~l 1_,,~~E'~~$~e/~l~l";;*;d~>IJI the ~auntlet to bourp:eois societyw1•n''"'S!C 
.,:r,.·, ; '"· .~(;:;; 

:_.,. _._:\'.:.:. -~---:~/(.: . ,~ ,·. 
"On what' foundation is the present family, the'bour,l!:el~ilf.'f"a!ll,~1.:ro·}0,;;.:~:i:f} 

, .•. ' '; <:" ;_,._ . ·,·.·... ~ . 

b&sl!d/' ~.· .. ·_,t .. ·~~~iral~ .on private gain• In its 
•; f( 

this· family e~cis<~s-orl1 i.mon~t the oourf1!eoisie • 

. . , .. in the practical ~l:>s~nce of' ::::~z~~;;d~i~~~ 
,iP~~~;Leta~jlan:~j .and 'in public prostitution, The b 

a'~tat·~er of' oourse when it~ complBlllent '.v 'an1511<,,5 f':!~ 

capital, •• 

~ilfii~Jl~~~;~~t~·· ~l&pt~a~ about' the· fa,.i1y ahdc·.• !d~c!l1~iohL)~~[~~m 
,~ iCci::reltiitllc.,ri. of pare!!~ •l'!f,~bil.d, :~~~~s ... 

actiOJI of' '!lodl!rn indu~tri, ;&'L1,.··-·11u 
•, ,·, '' •', ' ,_.,,, 

.. 
i 
l 
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proletarians &re torn nsunr.h•r, anrl their children tran•foMI'ed into 

s:l'llple articles of co,.,mercP anrl .:\nstru'l!ents of labor," 

The second essay in this sf'ction was my response to a challenp.e 

"-·- to deliver, as a sinl'lA lecture, an analysis of " ThP Grunrlrisse and 

;/o'llen's Liberation," This 1974 lf'ctur<' was transcrihl'd and published that 

year in the Detroit 't!o.,en' s Prl'ss, I accepted the challenl'e because Women's ·' · 

Liberation is an illumination of YArx's vision of hu,.,an devf'lopmP.nt which he. 

articulated as "an absolute move.,ent of hPcom:lnr:" :In the Grundr:lsse, In 

truth, fro"' his V<'rY first brpak with capitalist society in 1843, when he 

wrote h1s EconoMic-Philosophic Y~nuscripts and declared labor to be the 

universal class, fl.arx extended the concept of AHen.::tion to the Y~n/WorrJan 

to all life under capitalis.,, This is why 

SV!Ite'll! neecle~l :Jci he totally' uproot~ -- that is to say. riel!dEid·.:ri,o1~\1.1pg: 

" : . . . ·, ' · .. :-' .''• .·;~··::/I . ·-~. _'· ·-::;:·.,';';':I . . ., 
· · :"LThus;••lii's''-1843-44 Hull'anist. Essays did not stop at cau ... ,,,.~,·.>·'!!!~· 

.> ;'':;•,·:· .. :, ·::•y · · ·,.. · · · Lonce more articulated../ · 
ove~~Rt~~;o,f!~~i{'syst~m.; ·rn.stead, hP ;( ·. ttii!dialectics 

.. ;;~~~lut:l:ori -~ ~~anence", in his concept of 
:, .•. •·s~T:"•·· . , ..• . . . .. ·:· .· . . "But , . 

'elrerr.••<ft.er. ciolll.mm:lsm had been achieved .~)r,U'fl :Ism, 

the form of hu!l'an' 'society, .. he ........ nt ........ , u;•Y.1v:O:t;,··'"::<:;o.,:o;:; 

And.he reart:l:culated it 

11
., -.communis-m is humanisrn 

:·,~<:i\;I;•!)i:;.~~jifj·~~~ilij.~~~ •. -..oi'ipr:l~at• propPrty, Cllly by thP 

,A§eii· there a.ris• nositivil·au..ani.sm, 

:·x ·t~;i~· is wha.t hP Plrprl'sserl · ~n 18~7-SB in hi~ 
- ··,· ';. 
;:-;, ~·; .. . ,., ... _ 
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9 
"FcotiOII'ics" (which wa know 11~ the Grundr1~se ) as "the absolute move .. ent of ' 

J"n a wo'!'CI ,. far fr.o'" be1.nr all on economics 1. and a departurll from 
.. ,· 

·c.c~ '"~.:·.·~:~,,-~~ 

philosophy, these manuscripts proveo all over BF.ain that Marx's new encounter 

with HP~<!!l' s Logic and his acceptance of "absolute movement of becominF." was a 

deepenin~ of his transformation of the He~elian dialectic from a revolution 

in philosoPhY 1nto a philosophy of revolution, · 

\\'hen, in that 1657 Grundrisse, Marx first project9d the Asiatic 

Mode of Production as so fundamentRl a path of hu!!!an clevelop.,ent that he 

added it as a fourth £o~ to the three forms he had previ ous1y identified ...... . 

-- slavery, feudalism, capitalism -- he was keeping his mind's 11ye on· 

possible future pathways to a new society while studying .the 

;,',~i;,•.:·,:·c.;:.r:olr. t1u~11an·· ·development, lhdeeo, he never diverted 

~~;~~~t;~~::;,~ci~.!inli~~i"ot 'beioo•~it•g;" ' Tci .;;aJ(e sur~ ttiilt 'his f'Llliid~~~;~~1~~1:~~~~~~.l~ 
just· because he decided not 

·;r•: ·;:~C:·ic: 
h~-f~c,lucled the concept in. the Prefac~!tohis 

· To this day, that _para!n'aph' ~"111ain~ 

Alir4~oH.~ .. ,·. of ~ie:t~r.icai ~terialisl!!, 

........ ":"'- ' . 
1970sJ... when for the first ti"'e tbii-N'~' 

·oeuvres as a totality, w:l .,the j. IUJ:.1li 

,~~~!i~u~~~~tt::~~~~:,m~~~~~ his. fin&l major ~ move~ fro'" an Id~a -whos& ti~l! 

"bequest" from Marx; ' 
. . . . : 

on tho"lt1al~ct1.cs of ~tor.ijp;'s :Li1~~'at:~~~\~~~~?~ 

,-~------·······. •,- -~-·· 
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Ethno1ol"icaJ. Notrhool<s as a cha11enP.~ to non-~1arxists as we11 as to a11· ,: . 

post-!'.arx Harxists. 

\Vhat prevails in that finR1 section on "The Chal1en~e fro"' Today's 

G1obo.l Crises" is the need to overcol!'e this st1.f1in~ nuclear real:ltYI indeed, 

:It "'ottvatecl the entire collection, The "why" of so many ahorted revoluti!'ns: 

has, led dissidents, even :In th:ls pra.,.,atic 1and, to .search for the miss:lnv 

link of philosophy to revolut<on as we11 as to new fo~s of or~anization• 

today's women's LH<>rat:lonists beear. their discussion of dialectics and 

fo~s of or~anization through a criticism of the "'ale Left. 1 had been 

Thus,· 

. ' 

feelin~ that the whole post-\Vorld War rr !!E'neration had been raisin£ t.o1tt~~§:rft~ 

ever since enr'l of that war had solved none of the. M;y:riJLdll~:i)i!~~~·!t: 

on : b;y the repression and the- rise of fascism which llad led . 

W,~-~~~~:;~~~~.~~·~~~r~~rr·::~mcittLer way, new forces. of revolution were ·challcenogriit:L~n 
~; ·to come up with nothin(!" short of a new form of 

!n~tead, they were bein!! saddled with new political 

.. ·The •first essay. :ln. this final section on 'the 
. . - - ' ' ' . ' -· .. 
t0 Revolution'' which con.yrasts Marx's 
,. . \ ' . 

been conceivt>d as. the first chapter in , _.,._ ' . . ' ' ' 

di!IHP.AJ'Il.· inr, ~~!'8. .LuXe"! bur£, the_. ·~mt WO!IIan re~oiuw!iart _i'r<il~(lfh<oji!5; 
~i)~~:f:!i;·.i.\:. "'"""" lea~ li. ~treat' dt&l on tnt dialecf.iCS Of J'eVOl~tion·-1 LnCI.:'liiJ'!• 

.- . . - .. . . . . .,;: :c•:O:·""'" 
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books disclosed a deep ,p.-ulf between Marx and his closest collahorator,Enl!'els, .. ! 
whose unilinear view has ~ in com~or with Marx's multilinear view of 

human development, All too many of today's Women's Liberationists have 

·rejected "Marxisl"" as if Engels's Or:!P:in of the FamilY was !'.arx's view, 

without ever di!!;JZinl!' into Marx's ~!nrxism, I felt this to be a challen!!:e 

to all post-~:arx Harxists ·as well:_ as to non-Marxists. !'.y analysis of Harx's 

Ethnological Notebooks appears here as the first draft chapter written for 

Rosa Luxemburg, 1-/omen's Liberation and Marx's PhilosophY of Revolution,· 

~ause .· 
. . ~liis·a.r;.i'\ysis has proved to be the most controversial part of tliat: ' ... 

·,:::book{: i~ ~s .. ne.cessary: to stress ~he process 
, . .· :."·"'! " I ... ,. - ·. , . 

by which. Marx came t~ 'his. 

·:"':· :·::Ethi'iolodoal-'Note'books. · •Post-l·la.rx l·:arxists ·have treated l'.ar.x~~·-l·!a:rx:Ls~l;;:::;;;;;~ 
' :.· •'\ .'· -<·'- -·-;--,.-·· .. 

!-~>·:-'!':::;<;:•." <~]fo:~&~-'!ls 8. dogma or as a: mere description of his age with ~c) ._ra11lific1!-·~~iiCii)J;rr! 
it·.··•·i·''·';··· 'r.o~k§u:l's.~ . None of the conclusions that l1arx drew, however,. n()''"!lt~!~·h•""'··''"'':, 

,: _'iihl.;:i;o~ded, ser:!.ous~ researched, or profoundly project~, were ....... ·.· ·c· .·::·. 
· · · ·· · · · · · · L:e..Viewed ) · 

~ta~1~~:W:rC~ con,olusion, never to be /( as is o'blriousf~~7·2m~j,f~~ 
lett~r ).;the Populist critic, Mikhailovsky, on that most funda'llimta 

·.- .: .. 

i;;f0 1~nil)Tersl•l~ .• :He.· insistt>d that, indeed, technolof!!ically backward larids 
·· ;r;;·;;(:;7~: . · . ' 
~~~:1~·) coul.rl follov a differPnt path, and even have the• 1'8''0.~~~;\~ 

'"' ;, ·,;.e;·c~---_-~::./'_;;:;;_t,::·,:._ .. ; ... - -
the'.west; ·.'·Nor was th1s AomethinF written only 1n a 

:: :. ,•. 

i· 

In th~·se 'l•tt1lrs h~ cites the fact that "an /omerican ""'it.,,; .. ••.'~rhi\' 
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LPwi• nPnry r.or~nn) han writiPn a ~ost PXcltln~ boo~ which disclosed all 

so!'t~ of nPw finrljn~s 11hout pre-c,.n'!ta11~t ~oclPty, ·the !roquols as?ecialty, 

HP wns 11t that ti"'" workin<' on what w• no•• know as thP Fthnolovical Notebooks 

and t-:or~an's Ancient SocJpty was thP central noint, hut !!arx's notes 

included a ~reat many othPr anthropolo~ical studies, by ~aine, LuhhOc~ and 

othars, ClPArty, it was tho~r stun1es, when sPt in the context of his 

philosophy of revolut1~n •nn hu~an npvPlop~•nt that lPd to the conclusion 

that revol~tion could COII'P first in a backward land, provided the histo!'ic 

conditions were ripP ann the revolution related itself to the rest of the 

world, Indeed, this was proclai~ed openly in nothin~ less than the 1882 
Introduction 

.to· the Russ:lan-,.edit:lon of the Co~munist Manifesto, 

.. 
In this author's mind an entirety different 

of the attitude the author· has to what others think of the .·~ ~~J5~~~i~ 
· preoccu?Yinl!' her, · It is .not acadeMics or onty ccilteaJ!'Ues of . 

!:a•ne;ilers1iasion, in my it!ind, who should be brought into the process 

the ideas of a book, Rather, ·ideas have to .be 

intellectuals, women, youth· --that is 

-- both as one develops a book and 
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· L. · What SAP"'ed to "'" to N> crucial waR thE' l"issiiU! l:l:nk of philosophy 

in relati_onsh:lp to rPvolution. both :In thAory and :In fact, That is what is 

"'"ant by the dialectics of revolution, Indeed, it appl'ared to me that this 

is what is missin~ in all those who have hl'en writin~ on the new moments in 

·~!arx's last decade U2i as 11 continuity of ~1arx's whol<' philosophy of revolution, 

but as if thE'y wer<' a break in Marx's devPloo..,ent. Tt is no accident thet 

they do not relate any. of the "new moments" which they discuss to the new 

forc·e~ of~volution, es~ia11y 'NO"'I'n',~ L:lhl'ra~; Is Ilk . <Vt'lf<.- . 
.j-1) 'S'~v.;:-:s#'t -,t~.f'.w t!J ~ E/1 s~ It:-- ~ ml . 0 tf!A3 w"' ' 
~ ~4 I:_ beooro"lf1~ff/t te aefl•ider ~the practical ty of philosophy 

can bl! seen when ~ objective s~ ~ total as to br:l:nl' on actual world 

' 
wars. It was 

that two such disparate historic fi~res 

i 
'' I· 

'·· . as Sartre,. the orofessional ohilosophe,r, and· Lenin, the revolutionary :Prac-:., 
-: . .... 

' '. titioner.. eaeh felt the need to turn to phi}.osophy -- Lenin at .the' outb~e~:k':i/i1®:i2~~~~1 
·~:.·:·· o~.,~~:;:; ~arT anil~~~r-1' on the eve of Worid.War II. 
···- -. 

£,;~is ~'What is Literature?" Sartre wrote 1 

·: ,.,_ ': .... /_,. 

;;·a: (!~~ril~ ~ist;~~on about abstract no~ ions which have nothin~ to d~ 
: experience·; . It:.d's a Uvin~r effort to et~~brace frol'l within the hu,;sn ':• ilmi't1'1:' 

.. ' ·- ·. ' ' . ' ·;-·1 ' - . 

,.,,,,., .. _ ... ··:'~~ ~ts•~t!ta11ty," Unfortunately, when it ca!lle to practice, Sartre . 

th~·:c~titinun:l.st Party instead of adhering to l'.arx's definition that,~." T~•:ff:~ir~~~~~~~ • of' 

. ~i;;JiliUosophy is itself theoretical. rt 'is a critique that 111easures 

' .. T1l~·~~fdua1 existence by the E..~s•nce, the particular by. the Idea," 
. ,., -·. . .. .: 

' •,!hen. ten in was raced with thP: extre.,es or the 
~ ' 

·· ~trayat ~ri :co'i.il.a'pse at the outbreak o.r World War I and turnf'd 
.·· " ... ' '·: . . ' .. 
S~i.incto of' ~gioi hep hailt'd that dial~ctic .work of abstract. r _lotia~s'~';.;.••·"'" 

., '. > • • '· : •• • ' • • 
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thP objective world in the (nt ftrst in~iv1nua1) consciousness of ~an 

ann of the testinF. of thls consciousness (rpflec.tion) throup:h practice, •• " 

(Lenin'sCollected Viorl<s, Vol, )5, p, 202), 

Lenin nraised the whole section of the Science of Lovic on "The 

Idea" as containinf' "the very hest of the dialectic,~' and du~ deener into 

the cha'!'ter on "Life", writine down 1 "Sch.,.erz ist 'eine wirkHche 

F.xistenz' des l~iders'Pruchs• in the 11vinl!' individual," Lenin stops 

to noie es'Pecially what Hevel emnhasized on "nrocess", "kind," .;intersub-

jectivity,- "introreflection" and "totality" as the chapter on "Lifto" was 

'"ovinst to "transcendence" and "transition." Hel!'el ended Cha'Pter I and 

introduced .Chapter IT on "The Idea of Comition" t "The Idea, which , , , . 

: : :;.t~ariscendedc'its particularity which constituted the livinrt l!enerations .. ,y. · ,. 
==~~---l~~·:,;~;·'.;.'~:.:~·:,:<-,·> ' ,. '. . . . . 

-,·•.;(Science of·L6iric, Johnson and Struthers edition, p. 415). 

I.eriin .. spent ev~n '"ore time:on,that Chapter on "The lr.lea of+~:GJ~~fJt~~~~ 
. at which_pobit.be singled out• "M!in's coe:nition not only reflects 

jec:tive ~orld, hit creates it," callin~ attention to the fact .. ·. ,,. . . . 

. h:bnself 1 inst~~d of proceeding with the word, "Notion," 

wot'd, ·"Subject,'•• teri:lli .finally "translated" the whole co~oept~~To;;~iiJiL}.il~~! 
of oneself and the "non-'actualitY of the world" as 1 "i,e, the 

satisfy 111an and .111an decirles to chan!!'e it by his activity," 

. llo one 1 of course, ~ras "lOre creat:!ve than. Karx 1 

.;a whole. new coptinent of thou!'ht aft h~ cr:rappled with his .I'Cr:!tique ·,..f'·+•·• 

.ijp~elian Diabetic" 1 wheN 1 as we have showed, he transfo~rl 

· · ., *Pain :is i~ctua'l I'Xishnce' of contradiction 

i. 
' 

I 

'i 
I 
I 

' 
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revolution i.n phitosoohy into a philosophy of rPvolutlon, 

is to unchain -thP d 

private enclaves, 
' --~~ \ 

The task 

(SciPnce of Lo2lc, 

" 
very be~innin~, nnt~ir.~. 

can ~~ private enclave, be that any part of Bfe, or or.,anlzati.on, or 
'· ', 

even scienctt.., 
···,,, 

In his 
- ~--

~/' . 
F~ono~ic-Phllosoohlc Vanuscriot&1le expressed it~s• 

7 
life and onother for sci~s a oriori a lie,~· 

// 
"To have one ba~'l-s.~:r 

'·· 
-~ 

The truth of this ~ ate~en~Has never been more iMmediate and 

urgent than in our nuclE'ar worlj- nothinv. short of the 

threat to the very survivayof civniza 1~ we .lAve known it, 

// ~-/ 
// 

//- l'!aya Dunayf!~skay~'-;_;' ·• ·· · 
_,. 

/ Chica~o, Illinois 

Se:ote .. ber 17, 1984 

·- :·-

I. '. ~ 

I 
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revolution in philosophY into a pbi~osopby 

The task was to unchain the dialectic, 

of revolution, 

(Here I add•) 

This, this preciaely, stamps the uniqueness, the originality, 

the continuity in Marx's development of the Dialec~c, We 

can see his Promethean viaion in the last decade of his life 

as he projected the poasibility of a social revolution coming 

fhos't in a technologically underdeveloped country 11.ef'ore the 

the ao.;.called advanced economies. This was .- the same 

uer1oa when be also wrote the Critiaue of the Gpthn frogram -- ~ 
:'s~l&l'P•• critique of the organization fora~ ot a proposed 

ne,(,,~~.tyl the propoaed merger of those wboconsidered the~,· 
~1;~;:;;;:_;;i;!:"~~e1·~eli!)~·xi.sta with thlt Le.~:~aalleana. 'J!ha1;. Cfitioue was .a 

j 
i 
I 
I 

i 
I 



which 

Specifically, I was questioned 

dictcry to some in my audience, when I wrote that social 

revolution coaea first "provided it is not -- indeed revolutions 

cannot be -- without Womens' Liberation or behind women's backa, 
dhv---.s..-.--a--.• ..., __ -· )u::.1nmR1:9R." 

'•' • ' , •' I 
I el_abora_ted as follows• 

('l'he parairaph ·is· added on,p. 109.,.' immediately after the 
which endst ";·,·.-or by using.,..tnem· only as helpmates,") · 

paragraph 

., 

. ·. ·; .!:' 

•.. . . .. ·. . 'lotte the eonbzoatyfl @i;tory proves a very different 
. . · ~l'Uth, · ~hether ~r& look at February 1917, where the women · 

~;::'l~re- the ones who initiatfld the revoltuionr whether ws ~f).," 
. -·: . .' . . }~ filrt_her back· to tht: Persian Revolution of 1906-11, 1}1" _ 
.... : .: · where t.be women created the very first women's soviet~-\'\-! · 

'"t~, 'or'-lihetillir ·we look to· our·own· age in the 1970s in Portu.. -
· gal, where Isobel do Carmo 'rilised the total.ly new con-

;, '~ 

cept of apartidarismo, It is precisely because_ women's 
ncr.n~~:r,'!Lti~n.is:ts !'-r_s 'both revo1,u~i~:1111!:r;Y, for_ce .. _and .~ea_~on, r· • 

,.li&t they are crucial, · I:f' we are to- ·acM:eve·'sucoi9his.i)iii', ;,· , 
the new, revolutions,: tre h4ve-'io sf:e''th&t· tlie':upl!cq~jl:tg:c'<E.<,-
of., ,the old is total from the start::J : ·- •-,-_· .. _,_,•~'t-:.> 

' ' ·.;-:-.·:·:/, 
·· . ..:..,...;1-"-'-·•·--·--·-· ' - ··•··• .,.--no\'!pZii Va.ta enclaves" •• I • e • e:a:cep"'"'""" --- -----·-"'--'- :'.c.:.c:••··•·•;.,:.. ... , •. · 

J ::g::::~:e::~::i:::~her on the theoretical or the ··: :·:·· . 

.ls llit.rx insisted - from the very beginning~ • ~ 

,. 
(continue with P• 20) 



which 
Specifically, I was questioned about what appeared oon ra

dictory to some in my audience, when I wrote that social 

revolution comes first •provided it is not -- indeed revolutions 

cannot be -- without Womans• Liberation or behind women's backs~ 
1hl-' 

or by using thea as helpmates.• .I elaborated as follows• 

•History proves a vary different truth ••• 
total trom the start. • 

fhe other questions raised and my answers to thea:, 

·are included in the last selection of this collection. 
~: 

. ';, 

· Abaolute Method ,allows 

:;i;;i<.. I.e. exceptions to the l!liiilll pr~•J:~~:~;f~:~ti;{;~ 
whether on the theoretical or the . 

qutia~ioiaa. · . ·'· ,- . ' ·."-,. 

· A~ ~x inlliatad 111111 troa the vary beginning ••• 
·-- .- ': ----. . .. •' . 

I 
·, ;': 

· .. ' 

. ·_;. 

·' 



Tbis, this precisely, stamps the uniqueness, the originality, 

the continuity in Marx's developMnt or the dialectic, We can sn h18 

. PNMtbean Vision in the last decade of his life as he projected the 

possibility o! a social revolution coming first in a teahnologiaally 

underdewloped aountey before the so-called advanced eaonorllies, Tht. 

1IU the saM period wen he also Vl'Ote the Critique of the Gotha PJ:ogN!!.

a sharp al'1t1qtie ot the organi11ational form o! a proposed new Party, the 

prapoaed •rger of those llllo ODnsidered themselves Hanish with the 

Lasaalleanti, That Critique vas a theoretical d1f!el'8ntiation between 

II&Joxtla and Lasaalleanin, llbicb he extended also against the practical 

pointe they would engage in. Man dismissed these five points or action 

... :notiiSng but "bo~ois twaddle," 
' . . ·::·::':{''·•i;:} . . ' 

As wa8 evident throughout this book (llbiah aoveH 35 yea~ 

sub•ot., WoMn's Libel'litian) the sharp di:t.f••roiJnt~~~.!iilU 

jj:1fi~;..· · ~ ~~t.;Maz.x 'M'arid.sin is 'not ltaitea ·t~l;~~t~~~;;:;}:'J:~H;~ 
'-''""''''·'' 

ex!Stect between Man's 11111tU1ne.ar. ~~:,~r;~jjp 
··' .· 

unilinear view, Which· is 

·r:.~XJ'·(r~~;~~~~.,:'"C'·•w;;iiizi,•s•·t.ibelrat~ton - wether viewed a. tt J'111ate8 to. 111l:ll.Gii~~,,~ 

?.,; '>ol~···.~~itillii•;c;~~;ft••i114lt10!l - .is inseparable· tJ'OIII the disleotio~ 

q~stiOilll nre nt.ed amv dariiag DIY 198j·l --~~f~~{t,~~aj;~f~~t 
r~~r t I WB qQiationed about llilat appeared OOI~tJolidi•a~'i/~•:J, 

~·t hacJ written (on p, 109aF!fe~ ~~t((' 

.~~:£~~= it is not ;.... indeed· re1rolaitli.Oiiil ·.ciiaiiJ!iOI 

~;fi}}i"'~f;;~~#~~;i.i~i,!·n·~ ~ ~~ti«!ft oi' b•hind wo .. n•• backs, or by us:bis;'·•.1tt.lillltJa•.,,;.•:,;,c 
•• •• o< 

... ·"' ... 
'I !';.'1~ '' .,.,~,, ;, '" . 



tbe -n CNated the very !'iret voMn's soviet! or lflletber w look 

to our ovn ase in tbe 1970s in Portugal, where Isabel do CaJ'IIO raieed the t 

totally uew concept or apartidarieliO, It is precisely because -n•e 

liberattonieta are both revolutionary rorco and Reason that they are 
. -

oraoial. I1' w are to achieve success in the nev revolutions, w have 

to - that tbe uprooting or the old is total fro111 tbe start," 

'l'be Absolute Method allows for 'no "private enclaVes" -- 1,e, 

exceptions to tbe principle or Marx's Dialectics, vbetber on the tbaoretical 

or the orpniaation&l questions. As Marx insisted i'ront tbe very beginning, 

nothing can be a private enclave 1 neither any part or lii'e, nor orgenilllation, 

· IIOr - eotenoe, :In hie loonontic-Philosopbic Manuscripts be proclailled 
(~ ; · .. 

iibe\ 1 "To have - beeie tor lite and anotber tor science u· a priori a lie." 

v · · 'a. .ti:outb or this etatnent bas never been 110re iald~ate and 

~~~~;-ct~~!H~n.,~:IJ1:oar. nliol.Hr world, over .which hanp no~ir)g,'ehort:.~t:j.b•· 
•. ~,:Oil;t' to the ~~ e~l ~; oivilUat~~n ee ,.:.· ~~::~~ ~ti J7 ~· ·<' .. ,~;·,;-·c>;i 

,. h ' ~ . ,' - - -· ' : ·: .. --: 

-~ aQa ~~~a ·- •. . ' '. '·' -----'1.' . 

. '... . . :: '•: 'i <~·;';_ ' 
Chicago, Illinois· 

~--~· ., 
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FOODIOTES: 

1, See especially thP listin~ of ~y philosophic correspondence durin~ this 

period, which appears as an Appendix to A 1980s View: The Coal Miners' 

General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of Marxist-rluman1sm, by Andy 

Phillips and Raya tunayevs'<aya (Do>trolt: rews & letters, 1984), whPre 

the entire strugP.lP has VBPn recorned • 

• 
2, The ::!evolution was the namo of the journal issued by Susan B. Anthony 

and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the ~otto of which read: V.en, their rights 

:lind ·nothinF, more; wo"Jen, their ri!lhts and nothin(' less," 

North, thesP Fr~edo"' Riders recorded this e~pelriE!nce.,·in 
., .,, ·"·-~" 

.CE'&L·.w.l th the relationship of philosophy to organization as 

! 
l 
I 
' 

f!..- I 

: 
: 

his Critique of the Gotha. Progra,., in detail in chi~:~~~~~·l,\~j,;\;ii:W~~t{~ 
•'·"'··"'"'"'"' :.J?hillo'so]phE'r of Permanent Revolution Creates New Ground .for n.. .. A••1"' 

.--,_.,,._, . 
. ··,;r,_·. 

7• ·For .:!:he dissident Russian "'oll1en's move.,Pnt, seB Wo.,en and Russia, 
,. ' -. 

iltdited by Tatyar.a YJ&monova (Boston: Beacon Press, 198h ), 
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• I . ' 
e. Hy analys~s of this "'ove,.,Pnt, wh<>n it arose, can be found .in !flY work, :.! 

·- "i" 

Philosophy and Revolution (llt!W Jersey 1 iiu.,.anities Press 1 1982), P'P• 176·9 ' 
For a "'ore recent opposition, see The RPvolution is Dead 1 Lon~ Live thP 

Revolution (Hem!!: Kono: 1 The 70s, 1976), which includes an i"'portant essay 

by the wo,.,an theoretician, Yu Shuet, 

9, Grundrisse was the title des·i~ated by the Jo'.arx·:EZII!Pls ·Inst1tutf! 
· Lthese 1857·58 !flanuscr:l.E!~~ 

. in Moscow when they finally v.ot around to pub1:l.sh11Ur i( --in 1939-41, to:arx ·1 

bad simply· titled th(ITI" 11 EcOnO"liCS • 
11 

.. 
..") ~·. 


