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October 5 1 1950 

Dear J: 

i Attar the lengthy time 1t took me to wr1ta this, I 1 
"ehnuld"· be able to otter 1 t ld. thout apolog1~s, but that 1& ' 
untortuntaly not 'llrue, Section 3 ot th1e ro11gh draft 1a .. ! 
particularly :oouth hP.om, nnd altogether too d1sourA1'1J'e, .SlAt it j 
ie the ti~st time l tri'ld tr.1 pin doma Laeaallon1am and to a.o ·~ 
that et all >rnll 'il'i thout ':nouing Las salle 1 e work 1e or course 
1mpoas1blo .• and until G"""~ end ! get do;.-n to these 'WOl'ks tilbt . 
part ~hall have to remain Juat a bunch ot notes, But ona thing· 
! do feel abo~t the MS end that le that 1 finally do have Oh,I. 
ot Clli'l'!Q.iJE ancJ. Ch,I ot OAl'!TAL, 1nt!'rneli :ed a.~d so ~ollie 447 
rill3t iB int<>rnal will hav~ tu externr.Uze 1\:aelr, ~e .is !1. 
dolill pE'.yment tor 'that •soma dAy", 

Yours, 

...... 

.• 
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l/30/52 

Let me si ve ;vou an idtoa or one eingle oentenoe. Part 2 of' a para 
Rioardo'• method of thought wao oaentially K011tian. (1) 

Part I or oamo para :I.e a description of' bow R looked at maeaeo and 
ftl.ue eta.eto. . 

1fe do tbie in the last oootion of' 3tdo-Capitaliem and World-Revolution. 

Party. 

Sh"" ~he mcept:l.on that R had ot Vorkera organi&ations, all in diroot 
aimpb, otraigbtt'ol"'IVllrd BBI1tanceo. 

ThO ohi•t idoa is thio is what IU.o actually dl.d, and tbia :l.a Kuntion. 

What you are writing now :I.e .. co ... uniat l!allitoota. By tbo tilao !lar: 
reaehed tho c.u. be lltruot hard (He must have been through Yith 
Rioardo, Hogol,oto.) ""d ;rou must dat through :In the • ..,. ""':V• 

llarx bid it ther•a ho wa.o tumbling .lito we 'O'Oro from 143•'48• Th011 be 
oaid I Will not. 

Part:v. At aver:v et•lgo 'lllton oorlain orp!liiiLtiono tom. 
You ""Y wort 'l':!.th Rio. 1md trade union moYement. 
You ma:r Wort witlz_liarx IUld Firot International, .. ~oo~~ r$1'o 

•llo.rx IUid Engele-211d Into <,"-:!:_~_ • 
· Lenin & Trotak;r--Srd ~t. 

001m11121iat lleniteotoo·• Sntat~ and RovolutiOilo Imperialhmo. 
None of thoii tangled up'ba·a lot of""'"""~··· Dan•~ write 011 V.Uuo; ·lit; font· 
2nd fora, ·arto., tall!:bag to .s ... e of uil lito· Grace, me, ;vou. · 
i'rit11 tor Jolmr, · 8:1.1 Rverott~. · . 

YOU II&;!' find J'CU -.t •. Thon ••'ll know.'•·-:::: '!lid:.!.~· '.n sea 8: Wl!f· Grace bad 
- territie fonnalaUone •. Aru you aat1at.!.ed that ;rou•aaid all·;rou wontod: 

·-~ .!oa:r il1 lri tieoaic: cf ccnvQUUonJ • &ltd its 4l.r£eronoe wHii wa;r~:ou said· it 
. f!.rart in PittobursJlf 

Ricardjl· thought ba l!iot awa:v fr;,., the ·-rket a:1d· l!a.l•i ii the. early dratt. ga.ft 
thlll credit tor it1 but by tho tiae of tho' Paris CoiiiDIIII1o bo reaonoidoreol tbo 
quootion and naliud, etci.eta. eta. . .. . . 

· Thllo wan W.. · oonaopUOJlsat the time· of' tlie .,.i tl.ng or Oapi tal,· lot •do 
Honverr it W.... the ~'aria Co!lllllll1lo 'llliob obansod co~~plehl:v bia 00111 aptian•/ 
l:liat diiitl.aj:iWihtni iiittf Paii• Oolll!D.Dle (perhaps· a. rough page) From th1a · 
!larx Z'llorg~miao4 11:1.8 wert OollplQitolJ a.nc!he llro'tr tho concluliol2a Yoa are !lOW· 
ba a. :00 6 ping 320 1111loil an !lour •. 

Aim at Jolmy, Si, Everett. A horrible ezamplo or wl!at you ohould not .0 
ia the propoaed-U.-.n to ,... Jlllllll'hlet. Here it ia Yi th my nottao 
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l/7/52 
Hello1 

You 1111.11 pleaee forgl. ve me for tuking up a se»eral quosti.., Wh011 011ly 
the aonti"e·t;e should be our concern till, th!t date. Tha gugd reason tor that 1s 
that 1t was thf. ccmoret-.el!£ organiaaticm that mnde mo think or the gonoral
toroa. It was in f'o.ot ~!!!lt trllioh Wlda G ! m• aoarch for Uarx• o co .. ption of Jl<lrty 
and pt rman:mt rnolutio.,. What •• produced as an ending vaa lll'ong tor tru. pa,._ 
ticular P""Pillst but 110mo of tho ideas Will Mt be 1fi'Cng tor tho 1f0rkers party>
'-'OI'brs state psmphlst, so let mo B"PPIlld ('lbilo )'DU can f'eol f'raa to p..t this 
away e.t thi; puint ctiioi read it till after date) 

The qusstiOJ> at form which as it appears in Capital we have connoctod nth 
the actbit:r o;: tbe Co"""""o h"""""' rav40aled itoolf' ao nr!!!l!!ionti2!!

1 
l!!!d.Y; form 

and it ill the probl81l1& eo ooncentratod in our first ooming to li!o indop~dently 
that has brought this out. Watoh thio dov6lopmo!1tl 

(l)tho COIIII!Odity form COIBOI to lite in all its oomplold.ty lllldhO!ICO &implicit)' 
w:Lth 2nd 1F.rench ocli tiDDo It doeo oo bocnuse tho prolotari"t ~~;.,, revoaled in tho 
Co"'"""' ita form ot o.ctiVity1 freedom, not daopotic plan. !I!Rt ho~rnar """ it 
oppased 'tgt To the CO!!IIO'idty, tho boursoois tom. 19&. ps.rH!!!!f!!nta?\r d!Mcru.t~ 
f'rea out~Ua D!!I!!J>eti tl.;;m lllltl doopotic :~.m~,r p1011, · · 

( 2) HaVing finally ~y troneoendod Ricardo, l!nrlt ·th~n settled e~croo aloo 
-;,itli onu aspa" of prolo1;arian aeti'l'itY-the l'irot International ltlich he ea)'ll 
in tne Critiqlle of tho Cl.1tha Progr..,.e ...., thl first lliutcr.f.o fo""' ot this 
aatirity ed no l011ger suitable, !l!3:1 It is dear thllt tho Firat which undor 
ito itJ-oadwiDgo ahol"tered .ever)'Otlo !rol!l British trade unions to an!U'•hista '""'" .. 
be r.,Phcod. By wilt<lot ' 

(S) ~ lo the tirs.t to minor that. Note that 1fhen in .1900 he toughto 
eoonomiete md .:ave a pneral ........... not ;aeroly trado llriion actiVity but 
politiO-OYerycne is 1f1tp. hb, but 'lbon he COliCI'GtiBOB that OIIHOJI'o. defini1;!01l 
or party ••bora!Jip1 the.t-o ie tho split into Uen, and Bol, Now everrone flNilll 
Karl Kautoky to L'l' -.te to forgot the.t :m=r• l':lat•s •••.ll·pota.iovt .. , they 
aay, .0 inoident, t~t wasn't What o.Ueed the epl!t1 deeper, more politica; 
reMoD 1 blaht blah, blloh, llllt 1;hat I'U not indd@t b•At..v•cnt:o. I~ !11!•+!!&0<1 
,1lie etellectual_by the Rrl!!!!!ilatiOlll tho proletarian Orf!!U!ilattia• . 

(4)11hon the Third :rftt. couldnot write itself a progr ... , it 'IIlla not b..cauoe 
it did not hsYo hi~ politiao1 but becauoe it didn't haYo tho conaroto or~i•a• 
tional form of' proletarian aotivit,.;...the party """ no lCDger it, ' 

(5)ih0111 o:rgai ... tion 1o so inherent in 12 year clde as to have a acmdl 
of 'ftl' nth minister or 'lnr et al ao g1111gs do, 'lllile our organiaation ill di,_ 
ou.oing pm latari011iaa!!if. not u """ding people into factor:r. but u putting 
a at ... p 011 tho part:r, loadersbip of' party, wahavo rsnchod a new tom, a 
no• category and aUBt ntah tho dialoctic of that 110 the GYerything or ~oday. 

Y1 

tbioga 
Tcmorro• I ~11 be back in NY ~ tho aoncrote work of theae/ycu wunt f'or pamphlet, 

I tel reated ~ calm andcught to say thnt ny till I aae)'Ou. 
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2/l/52 lito V o 

Dgn.r Grn.cot 

I doubt I will v;rite any part or any outline of tho book this first 
·.reek, bt.tt it !9 as well we know the new conceptions that will rorm tha Wlder-
lying uasumptions of the prosont writing as distinguished from tho msny 
previous .ot.,.a~ 

First there was the convention and the central axis of Oapital 
--cooperative form of lebor vs. despotic plsn--bogan to -.eumo eono~ete 
form. It was our o!j!!l!lilation~.!! reletionohip to its sb6pi!B.tes1 as Bolshevik 
wo. rkers with eyes and e".{ll all opon to worketl!a!" general, '1/hat t.heoe brought . 
back into the party1 andjdl!l%t·yonic tonoenciesj!ipponrod in concrete organiza-
tional revealed tor tho first time how concentrated a fo~ of proletarian thougot ~ 
activity is the party, . 

Secondly, tho preparation for tho planum and the plenum it•olf 
conerstiaed for me wuch ot Harx'B CI)ICD.Odity-f'orm ntbxttP"Rba? p 1 UX!?'tl~Kt 
I did not see before, Specifically, that Chapter I of Capital was not only 
a countorposition of freed""' of aoti'Vity, plsn of workers vs, plsn of capital 
or Value-form, but .. hilarious take-off of the ·bourgeois political fom-
parliemontary d~craey ano. tho poor, poor geniuo Ricardo who thought he had 
dono with market economics but couldn't gat out from under oxo!:lsnge-Valuo 
to see 'labor as mor8 than 1:1. "source'' of value. I wrote a brief note 'to our 
f~iand on thst1 hera it. is typed, · 

Finaily, there is tho brief, very briof'talk with him before I 
lottJ. I did not ta.lte stenographic notes, but only a sort of resW!eo '!'his now 
is the general concttption. 

I'm thinking of coming into town Sunday to lil ten to broadcast, 
and I would J.il::o to spond- a £Ow houi-s -in Slavic DivisiOn b.,iore --I ,ft. tun.. 
Will you be so· good as to find o~t Ybothor they are opon Sunday, if not• 
'rill ~u please e!!ll u~ •.. :o~d auk ·t!lam to R:ea·11a fur ;ire•· Adams iD the · 
ref, di'Viaion Tho Chronigua o~ llarx's Ufe. (It is listed in their cMaloguo 
not under llarx•o Golleoted Works, but buried in secticn about·ux,) llany thanks, 

. R 

I fomd With me the mii.utoo of first· w. Va, conference, You might Wisbto 
·use it in paper, or consult with wgva. on it, so I eneloae it. 
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2/3/52 !.It v 
Dear Gracer 

Perha~s no nrefatorv AUCh as I havo written is noedaC. But I 
needed it before I gbt. down to~the c~ncrete mass. of mat6rial which a& y;t 
has ~asumsd no particular form. So let's let it be for the time being. 

It appears to me now also that there will be much material oh the 
question of the party Which might better belong in the Wkra Party~Wkro Stato 
pi.unphl~t., hut. We c:an shii't iater. What keeps cropping up as terribly l~eal 
is tho question of Luxemburg, this time not re Ace. of Cap. but her theory 
of spontaneity. Thio business of you can't pass a conatitutional d~cre~ 
e.gainst opportunis:::.; only tho cl:tc:: ~rue.e.la -;;-ill o'\"ercome it di: is onCJ 
mora way of ohifting on to the pro lot aria..~ shoulders a. task that is that 
of the Marxist theoretician. You see, she who epote so much of apontansity 
rejected 'lha Stewards Uovemant, and Lenin who spoke so much of vanguard party 
6mbraced the Soviets. Tho donloJ>Dont of our own ll.ttl• uouping a:td the 
attempts to run. to the masses to solve .2l£ pr:oblftms makas all those disputee 
so very concrete now. And in contrast to a sort of Qd hoc proletarianization, 
note E1 s plodding way of bringing. one eonerete'proletariaa to leadershipo 
.AND DCN1 T .lET'S FORGE'!' FRCJI '!!IE VERY FJJ\S'!' \;RITn& TEE WKRS PARl'Y PAI!I'llLS'r· 
TO INCLUDE. WATKINS~ He was .not Us~ad originally a~ an author. H& mUst aow 
become one. 

R 

l 
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FIRST ROUGH DRAFT OF THE LEIIIN BOOK Feb.l952 

ffiEF A TORY NOTE 

A few months before the MI)St devu.strtting war tha \Vorld had ever seen 

broke out, Karl Ko.uatky, the letlding theoroticiun of the Second (l!arx1.st) 

Intarnational, publiahed a "popular ·odition" of Karl U'nrx'c CAPITAL. Thera 

iG not a singltll W~Jrd in that introduction that indicates that tht1 book Kautsky 

is "popularizingu is enythinp: but ll textbook, concerns itself With the 

proletariat not as an object, a t~ing, but as a l~ving subjoct which is 

actively, ovary day ~~ point of production, revolting asainst 1~.7.-

..z han it~ own thoughts on the whole of bourgeoi~ society. and will be 

~he decisive elemen~......!!L!he_O_mthr:ow o£ the old a."ld the esta.blishm.Gnt of the new. - . . . ' 

Yet Kautsky wrote with 9:uthorit"y as the leading theoretician of Marxism, 

recogniz:ed so by all, including Lenin, who revered him ashiS tea.cher. Not 

only that. Kavta!.:y n.e no mere __ theorctia:i:m, ho was the revolut.iollary l&tl4er 

of the g;:eateet masoYarxist Party, .the Social Democ~atic Party of Germany. No 

one disputed that fact,. and Lenin openly envied th:l.s party, and tried to 

fashion hisown Runsian party on that model. Not even the fact that thio 
' . 

International llad just yoted to finll ways to· .bring the BolsheViks snd Uensheviks 

together ilito one perty shook Lenin's faith in its.,ravolutionar.v: character. 
~· European . 

Lenin w~smuc~J,.!a:Nare of the li.JOneee of the/profesaionabx rev~lutionary 
and th9 Ruasien"'thon of the difference. 

Then C811le August :1914. The rer.,llutionary Social Democratic Party ·or' G&nnariy 

vot.ed for war credits for the Kaiser's. Goverranantl 
(~W.O 

The~oc£ety that wasbeing 
~. 

broken to bits inclu•led !!lJ: ito instititicml, not excluding.the one "''iJ:!:cup. by 

·the advanced prolstariat to destroy ite •lllliikliilk.r:,;iitiii,•lll S!Rii.§!IIIIM~. ·This monstrouo 

fact, which shocked Lenin out of hie lethargic acceptance of the Second 
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International as the world party of lJarxiam, i"orcod him reorganize his veey 

mode I 'thought for it was no accident th~t he had revered Kautsky as his leader. 

He hadnot challgened his interpre·t.ationa of Marxism because th.Q.!!!L.!!!!t!'....!;~ 

method of thin!U!E.• 

So now Lenin sat down to reorganize his whole method of thought. He 

turned to Hegel' a SCIENCE OF LOGIC fc;: the first time soriouoly. Gnce before 

he had turned to philosophy. ':hat was in 1907 when the defeat of the Russian 

Revolution had eaten into the uncompromising Marxist philosophy of' class struggle. 

The result was rather abstruse.* But the situation nowwas er.tirely different. 

This wrumo period of deioat of the plfoletarie.t. This was a break-up of the 
bour~eois . . 

whole ofjsociety. The crucial point w'.is .!.!:!I did the SeCond collapse with. it? 

So nowL.anin turned ·~o LOti!::' ~th the concrete break-up of .the Second before 

him, the concrete differences ,r· the RUBl11an Bolshevik Party from that of 

the- Social Democratic Party,of Germany pr~dominating over the· gGneral likeneee. 

And for the firet time he bogan to understand the concrete dialectic of 

Marx•~ Capital. "For the pa~t-half century~ he ~ould soon wr'ito sharply"non.e of 

the llarxi~s understood l.!arxl·l Itis impossiblo fully to comprehend Marx's 

Capital, R!ld epoeoially its first chapter if you have ~ot studied through and 

understood the ~ of Hegel's Lo!dc!. 

The revolution that Lenin a!deved in his o""' thinking in 1915 
way, the ·. 

was tho/only,way'whiob enabled him _to conceive the self-act'ivity of the 

proletariat in the Ru'asian a.,vtJluidon~ 'fht;_t JH"~S:Zent bottk! 00~ 9!"lH! ~teelf '¥!-th ha'\!". 

Lenin had arrived at his politics by means of his philosophy, 

·The landmarks in. Lenin's dovelopme•t, '1914-17 area NOTES ON THE 
. I . 

DIAIS::TIO, IIIPERIALISII, A Popular Outlipe, STATE AND REVOUJTIOllo The latter 

Lenin bad broken off in the middle in order to participate in the actual 

November Revolution. Lenin had broken through all Marxist economic oategorioo 

and place•! the proletariat in the cent.!!:_.Qf_~r~b~.!!!, 

This was his big leap and the great divide in Modern Marxism. 
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Lenin's development parallels l!arx's own developmen-t rrom tho 

\Vriting of the CR!TIQU!!: OF POLITICAL ECONOMY in 1859 to the wrHing of 

GAPITAL, 1867-73. 

Both revolutions in thinkinl=!: were induced, on the one hand, by gr~at 

historic events--World War I in the one case, and the Civil War in the United 
l' 

S ates and tha eonsequent groat massdem~ustr~tions in England in the other case. 

On the other hand by the organizational form the activity cf tho advanced 
I 

working took. In the one caso it was the ,!:!!! of the Second International in 

the other case the !!!!.!!. of the. First International. ~ both oases there was, 

besides tl:e primary break in 1914-17 and 1861-7, respoctively,. which cleared 

up all the ?ld, *a eupplementary division which 
interim psr>od between ~peris:ism and 
J!j;ato and Revolution twt.....,•'"!?urt!!ti!Eg: SflW the 

~usaian masses.- ·Nci one told_th~m to build these. 

showed the new in full. -Tho 
~· 

creation of SOVIETS by the 

It was a sponteneaus fora of 

actiVity in which the masses ne a whole participated. Its shape we.o not a_ 

creation from above, not even of the adVanced workers," hut a ~sa outburst.-

Tho i11teril!: p_eriod between the publicatim of the first edition of Capital,1867, 

cnd the French edition, 1873, witnessed tlie cresti01 ~f the C,Qnmune, a 

spontaneous outburst that not "'"Bn l!arx_ fore'!aW and which yet gave silapo to 

the first.pro~etariaa state in history. 

This too. will. be dealt with l.n tha book aeit seerns to con-

tradict the "value" d thoory. Suffice it bore to state that it is not tbs 

activity "as Ouch" which stimUlates "theory11 • It is tha.li when the prol.eta.riat 

movesin revolution it reveals forces and tendencies which accumulated tn the 

previous period. !n its clash with capital and the response of capital--that 

is, the caunternvoluticn~-it gives insight into advanced stage of bourgsoio . 

society, giving the theoretician a hi~ter vantage point from which to examine 

flllldiOnental premisos. There is a dialectical relationship betwoen th& 

"advance in atudy 11 and tht' actual creation of the new society by tha mass£ts 

which eeoapod tho theorist of spontaneity, Rosa Luxemburg. 
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2/5/Sc 

Dear Grnco, 

Here is the first section. I have no plan. I'm just wri·ting: 

ns it 11 comee out". i1l1en I ·.till have finished there ought ·to ba onour::n 

for you to be n.ble to ''I•Tite your chapters. Only a.ftor that can we introduce 

s .... nB sort of9lan, nnd subnit !'or rel!diY~g to othoro thun the three of us. 

Even then wewi 11 be n long vm.ys off fror.~ a final cira.f~ to ·the membership as 

a whole, but it ought to be enough to get vio;vs· from selected people both 

in Detroit, on the West Coast and in the youth. Wehave a long, long way to go. 

n 
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I--OllGAlllZ.'ITION AND SP'liTA!lETTY 

·-Today W"n.ou the prosaure or bureaucratic organization from tho govem-

mentul a.ppu.ratua to thd trado tu:lon bureaucrnc:;- bQ~r.; tloiiii upol'l ·trro uorl::er so 

that he has no room ror any :f'roe covomtti'lt tho bro·ak-down of tm or?,zmize.tiou -IDa¥ bo mat with shouts of glee. In 19141 however, when the Second Internatio~l, 

!1!2 international organization built by L!urxistn for tha inevitabla collapse or 

bourgeois society, itaelt folded. up like a houee of carrta, the workingclass wao 

stunm d. !\bile the llarxiste Who did not botray and got over the v~lent shock 

of tho ignominious collapee vero l.n ns great disorder a.o ths socioty !.n which 

they lived, 'llld t~o bririg .poa~e by fighting :!'or the statuo OHR wloich 
" ooope of t!lo) . 

produced tho war. Lenin alone grupsd tho/iireveraible brock-do"" of European 

aociet:v o.nd ~ ito. inaUtuticn, including the.t (If the Second Interna.tionu.l. 

Lenin ....Uted to finish vi th the Second InterMticnai ao n itt2._ of 

or!!Milntion. But thoao Ua.rxiats who did not betray vero not. or ona mind with 

h.1m. Ltm1n never wavered tor a. moment either il1 hio to~~l O!'J'C~!.~ion- t'? ~he 
tmporialiat war or -ill i:'hA •t\t~l ~:Ppo!:'_tt:!.on to tliu Oaeond !nton,.atiOnal. &it. 

he gra.oped ono other "lhinga "a con-oat policy alone """ ini!Ufi'iciant to mer. 

·the totnlity of roorgani•"tion needed whan all ll'ao ilt pieces nbout himo not 

onl~tha· boUrgeois World but all th& on.tegoriea ha hll\.d a~o~;rted. ~= !!:u-;;1:;-t~ 
.. ~--:; . J>hilaoophy, . . 

_,../ Tho totality of the ol:l:aia ao~~~palledfa tote.l oonoeption. He turned to Hegel's ,. 
' 
i SC!E!IC!l OF LOGIC vhilo working out ·a ne" anaiyo:la of 1mparinll=• ·, 

The 'Violent ah<lck he oXporioncod vhen tho Soaial. DemaoraUc Purty of Oornumy, ·,, 

with one million ,..,.bern and tvo and one-half' million in trndo lmion \Qldor ito 

cantal, lllltod tar 'far crodita far tho Kai.oor'o GovaMII!iont rovee.lad that tile 

~clll:r•..iietion no in hi!llsolf • ....__ 
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Today imporl.alilllllo imperialist country, inperinll.ct ..,.,. are on o'lleryc;ne' s 

lips. Ruosia calls tho U.itod Statoo imparialist, wnd tho united Statee 

throws tho epithot back at Russia. Similarly at the turn or tho century, 

avery country but your own wao called imperialist. 

To this bandying about tho Yard, imperlnli· m1 against one't• opponomt, 

the ~ acidedc .!J:1 big in0Lietr1&.l1rrt na~ion;:; ~o i:::poriilleta He thsn 

proceeded to produce voluminous otatiatios to prove what tho capitalists had . 

a.lrea.dy a.ctdeveds cartala, trusts, BYJt.:!icato::;, c%ie'teda the- finFtnoial oli.garahy· 

out or bcl!:ldo in hil homeland io. a marauder all ovor the glove and pa.-tictthrly 

so over backward lwods, The conolusion1 We ought to do ao~othtog to stop 

tho .oraoiouo eppetitloo of the oligr~chy and sooe th~t tho masooa live in loso 

miaoryo The first oomprehsnsi ve study of the nOlf dovelol=ent or imporinliDIII 

Will tho beat-Impo'):a.liom by Hobson, Which was. published in l<mav._O:/! J~::t" 
-tt...w ww ~"""' ')<,(,._'f.-~-<~kM, wcd . .,.-c,.....1{ • (I'}.JftMI,(r, ~N" 14•7 /!JP••")4 . 

By 1910 tho1Marxista had added their book· 'l;o ·tho growing liot of oxpoooBe . "''I . 

~dolt Hiltordl.ng1o Finar..ce Capital by ita vo-y title emphe.nilocl wha-t thoy 

considered to be tho primary fontw·e of the prosent ottige of capitalist dovolop

monto ·Hilfordl.ng dsmcnotrated how groat tho capitalist c~mb!mo wa~e, ~dhow 
omall tho l'inanoiai oligarchy. There was an air about tho· book, dsspi to all the 

te.lll:' &bout "dictatonhip of' tho proletariat" ao if monopolistic control 

· cvorc= tho anarchy ot· the marl<ilt. 'tho air ot ota"oilityt' it l•. truer ia wrapp~d 

in t&lll: about tho *inevitability of aocielism" but inevitablity WtUO thoro 

becauao the JUSIUI organila.tious wel'e thc}"i;to take ovGr''• \ib!~re thare w.a 

capitsliet Jl:.wato thoro would bo oooinliot !!!:S!£• Violonoo msy be noooaoary 

in tho pro•••• or "tak!.ng Cl'lor", but then wao cortainly nothing thor• a'bout tho_ 

need 'to .!!IILIUh up thie ubiquitous l!lllchino to bito and taorml!! t tot.allx 

The !lld•r1,wB yl!l.!Bp~ aeomod to 'bo that a ru1il;B Hd£to labor o~gs.n:ll ore, 

would replace tho financial oligarchy and do :tntsrnutiondly Vlhat tho 

bourpoisio had dono no.ticnally~ bring in ardor and abolish .,.,...ahy or the 

lll&l'kst, tho internoctimal ocmpot1t1ono Tho iii: ornt<tional !!!!lidlldty cor t-ho 
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proletariat was ooun·terposed to internatlonal aompeti6ton. Period. Paragraph. 

End of thought. On to more atatiatios. 

Itio a YUlgar materialist analysis. Tho workers never como out 

aa alive aubjeats with anything to oay. But no one, not avon Lenin ~&tootod 

"destined" to take over had oapl. tulatad completely and fully and wore divided 

only as tho ospitaliata wsre divided, geographically, Bellin had finiohod an 
oitea 

Essay on llar;s ond in tho Bibliography iiKt.U H1f'ording' a !rook no a vork 

tha.t br:Ug s tll61 anulyaia or Marx' a Capital 'up to dateo And as late aa Docunber 

1915 ho introducod f'aTorably Bukharin' s Wo1•ld Econcro~y and Imporialiom which ia 

dinatinguiohod trm> Hilfording's analysis only by tho faot that it is publioh•d 

later and con nama tho botra7ors, Tho attaok i& on Kauteky(a theory of ultra-

imporialiom, which holds that politics of imperialism io bad but tho eoonomioo 

!1!!£!!1 deTolop alng tho linea. of ultra•imparialioqo that is tlio organi111Uop 

. ot the Vh<>le . world. But tho atiaok io economist. 

!low Lenin more than a dooado back had atto.oktid the sconomisto in 

hio oo111tr7 and ehowod that a roorganbation of naUonal oapital, far from 

underoonoumptionilll ·ot Ltlx: ... '!>urg, demonstrating if jou mov., one inch an:,' 

from the relntia1:a mt th~ poil:t of produotion, you are. bound not t> ••• tho 

liYing 'l'o~kar Md ao haYe morel7 oubjaotivoly as a l"SVolut!omot ~e.g him 

by hiolair Mel say woU,"lOIIg before" tho fine.l ineTtts.bl9 exhaustion t£ 
' 

oapitaliom, tho proletariat Ylll, oto. ate, But here he was using proaisely 

thooe worcla "loJ8 'b&tore• there 'rill be a aingle O'orld truot ••oupitol.iom 

will tttrll into ito oppooi to", by llhioh he me..,:t aooialiBII!o 

It waa olea,. no1r that he had· boon a Ruuian llar!ist acme ernod with 

a buili'gnois revolution. He haci failed ;;~ anal)'lo Cupitalimn 1D an aelnnaeci 

ac1111tr7 and 7Bt euoh a land "as the oontre or the s.oond Inte>-n~ttiOIIal ahd 

thst io preaioely Whore it waa shattered to bite, 

Sutldenly oomothing hit him, hit him hard~ ho neiU"ed tho comp!..ion 
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ot hiu tloteu on Dialectic he pc1111ded aWIJ¥ at aphoriom attar aphoriat 

''Uarx didn't leave ua a l<>gico But he lett ua the logh ~r Clapl.to.t. ~ 

. "Itis il>lpoaol. ble to underotunci Capital, ••peoially 1 b tint eb&pter 
'll'l.thout lll1•erlrtlmding- tho !!J2A!. of th" logiao!lonoaqumtly no t!a>"Atlrt tor thG 
;;~ h::.lf' ccntu:-:r !'-.=.~ ~!~:'=t('ed O'!p.H.:~.le" 

Hogelianioa 
"Yovmoett IU1d self-movement. 'l'hnt ia the cora or MMnbq 'l'b<>t 11 

""""' we l!li!!Jt s-up, purl.ty lll<e l!arx did." 

"Uov-t and ealt-mo'\llliont. BB independent opontonooWI, intoMIIlllx 
neaaB~arx moY~ont. Who ~uld h&ve ~,liovnd this ie tho core ot Hag'l~inat~ 

"Drift, ~ulae, •olf•J:ovm::umt spontanoouo a.atl.v.U.y. That 1;: 
what ve !!lUSt hold ito 'l'hio drive it mado IB.\l'S lEAFS lEAl'S lEAPS" 

Lenin kaopa omphaaizing and repeating the dinlootio truth that ho.a 

dawned upon him •unity of oppcait6e", •trunarormation into oppoaita~.·e~r-

deeper cotuteotions" "ever greator. conthdiotiou", "solf' ... developDtmt.,"• 11the· 
·' . 

transition. ,';'RAllSITlOII TRt1NSIT!OII TRANSITI.<ll." #Abot,.,;_o~ an~ concml!i 
ll'batra..t :l.u a weopon ln the hands of tho ruling claauo Oonorete, ooncrate, 

oonretao The tl'l1th 1u conarato. The dialeatio iu in the ooncrote. 

Thereie a,•rel&Uve ill ovary abeoluta, and an absolute in ewr:v: relative.• 

The Ulli·ty of oppositaa· and devolopnent_, aent~lilo to Hegol'a ob3coUvo 

LOOO nw givea direction to Lenin' a .etudy of Imperia.Usm and 'll'l.th .+.he empirlo 
' ,, ' ; . 

"OlOI"""" Blld ....... .-deeper oonnneotiono ho.iu offo Iator "" 'll'l.ll moet agdll 

the 1mpuiaa, the dr101ve0 the opontaneouo aotivity for tho man of o••=i.•ation 

koovo What moves ~•e world. 

J, TrapttermatiO~ into gppoai~! 

a)Campotitiqn and Vonopolx 

The empiric concrete, :blperiallllll, ia the exprousion of sOMOthirl!, tha 

atage of' capitalist developnent. But the concentration anci omraiimUon u> 

I ':!' 
' { 

: .:__ ~i 
'''l 

capital baa a new quall.ty. The oyndiaatoa, aarteltl, trueta ar•'t just o. !'. , •l . . :: :!/1 
•term• of lalop-ooale produDtion. It iu a np abocluta. " new aeteWJI'Y called, JjJ" 
llct!OPOLYo :;.,p,riali"'" ia 118!18Jj8J.fo Oartloa, n:Jildicatea, truato are ll.ct!OPOLYo W.f 
Tho.tio ita aatll!l.lity, eooence md appeBriUioe botho FG..,.orl~ J.mose-aollle ·I} 
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production expro1ood itod! in OOlli'ETITIQI• Now OOIOJIOti~iOII blltl 'oeon 

tranatoJDd into its oppa•ite, lfonopoly. 

ru1d plnguo tach othar, and """""t oxiot w:l. thaut •~•h ather. '!'be groator tho 

monopolies tho more aut-threat tho ·aampettion, tho fowar the IOOn"J'olioa, the 

mare intonos tho oompeititiOD, and yet OCIIPDtition has beon tranof'omod :Into 

ito oppoaito, monopoly. And tho dcrdnaticn of ""'napoly meMR STAGIIA~'IaN, 

DEOA:r. llonopoly cepitaliem is moribund, it b a TRAilSITIO!I :Into oomothillg . 

higher, but right now it haaitaolr in a atrunglchold "' that COI!tpot1ti011 has 

burst !"orth as a war tor the rodivieiou of 'the vO>rld, 

licw thia tranaformaticn :l.bto opponite llpplioa not only to oconomica 

their imporialiat oppralaion ot foreisn l~~d• leave aboolutoly no· ds=o~y .. 
to tbe.oppreeaed landoo 

Tocley '1111111 bourB!oia democracy io totally bankrupt that may •••.·me 

that 1IWI non not only to "tha public" M avon to hiil a'lll nolleagll4a, 

'llbo .from the imperialiet otate •tho piratical ato.to• "" thoy called it; 

Wiahod ima11uliataly to uont it all ond not put up e. tight. LenS.., 011 the 

other hondo this !110MB the J!I'Olet&iat alor.e ia <l!!!!sls.tatia and. hence it 

muat tight tor tho aelt-deterMipatioD of the nations oppreoao4 by it• 

rulers. Harototore. aalt-detar~tion w>~ a principle withUarxiato, 

M it was hardly·uoed in Weatern Europa. N6w said Len:l.b it qcquire• 

an URcm:NOY, tirat because the oppreoaed ne.tl.m ohould be free, aeoondly 

becauae it gl.vae tho prol$hriat 11 new .U.ly, Tl!E WIIOIE POPUIA:riC11 iJF THE 

OPP!lESSEil NATIOII, ti'Cilll the Irioh to the P0 liah to tho Negro in Amorioa ;j-

Who all in their oonorete tight for dano~ncy act aloo ao bacilli t~ro ~~ .-:J )~ ,~/ 
"/J:. A~ ~-'-1 ~ ~~ ""'-' 9-{,~_,.c,.• /\.~:;.-:_,_.,,..._. J .... li f)._, '\L-1'-~Vi,.....»v ll:(f,Yjr,t(t.-- fu •· ..,, 

• J • /; e.. ~,;,. 1' ',. r • 
Si-a,~ ? /'t,~J._:n:...· ,:;~- , ~- .,c~:-··1( -"~~·t.r·. J!.f ... r.e':.~"...(~·-~_y-r..-,_._, _. , . ~·y .... 
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social~ revolution whth is nothv•z if not democratic. Uureover1 prooi•oly 

bocauso the world is divided up uons tho Bl.s PoYer &lld they are 1'igllticg 

now for a zt-division1 oelf-datermination is not untoaaible1 you con tnko 

advantage of thai•· divisions, So he fought tho ir<porialiat ocono.siom of 

· Bukilarin e.ndof Rona. Lu.umburg whom he told thut of oourt:e demoore.cy is nut 

"an absolute• tort it CIU! now h11vo a now content, now that thoro is thia 

sh..rp divioion batnon bourgoois domocraoy which ia 14onopolired and dead, 

and proletarian d&mocracy, It will me"" Tl'.E lEllOC!\ATIC llOBIL!ZATIOil OF TilE 

l!ASGLS ·F~ REVOWTICll. All revolutions, even bourgeois hava uood "democro.eyt' 

o.s method for mobilization, a.t with the proletariat it will be E&THOD, AI!l, 

AliD END, 

tlL!as• !!!!d P.r!_oto•raov of lullor 

llut we munt watch· r.ut tor t!B ariotooraoy of lobar in the opprasocr 

country, Tranoformation intP oppoaieo applies not only to aoonomioa and 

not on~y to politi:s; 'llat to e'181"y single phanoiiii!Don •. That is tho great 

dialoetioal prino1ple0 ewrytning has its opposite, Tako lobar, 1hare io .. 

A •~a.tum oi' lobor gu O.m traneformed into lli oppooita, the arietocra.oy 

of labor. Th~ auP.,rprotita of !lmPsrialiD has ouohionod that aristaorao;r of 

_loboro This in a wrd b tlla 9.ul'...!t!!.!!!!9!!\l,!LEJ>~ ot .the fall ni' the S8 eand 

~'hat· 1a that ltoodiorahip 1111d the.t organirat1o11, bourgenie to) thn. ooro. 

llonopol:r1 'the now univeraal of oapito!!!90 hae brought wi-th l.t th• 

SnCDnd Intornational deveted to capitalism. Its oppol'tiDiism 'Jm8 ut due. to 

·gri.IA!ualftea~, but to the developamt of capitalism itaelt1 1889-1914. There 

""" all;rati1'icl<tl.C11 rizb._ ~ lobor i tselt, thua while we haT11 a AI! 

aat.sorre llorlopoly, we haYo a aelit in anothar cat•I!OI'Y or lobar. EVerything 

haa ita oppo•ite ud llbat ia the abaoluto oppooite of llonapol;r-•W.,ll, it 

itm't IGOialiiiAtion of labor, llonopoly io a TRAIISITI!Jf when the fundlllll!llltel 

foaturel or Oapitoliom have 1'60.0hed their higboat point Md be!111 tftllsformed 

into their oppoli te, llllt Lenin atopa hero in hto IUPERIAlJilll and the Motobeoka 

.{ 
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on Itaporioliem whioh nro more th1111 5 timee the suo of tho work itoolt, 678 P"'l••• 

Now let's catch our breath With Len:!n, and see how far he h:td bro:C:on 

with hio p«st. 

PRE-1915 Lenin •••• nothing now in imperial.i!liiiJ it is a ClltCh"iiOrd, 
Syndicataa, trusts, cartole are o. fom of larg ... scale product.!. n, 

POST-1915 I.en:l.n ho.s fot.llld a r,aw ontogcry, lfCNOPOLY. Imperio.l!m 
is monopoly. Syndicate, trutSta, cartels are monopoly. 

PRE-1~15 eeea aocinl!...Uon of labor aa an .rmg, o.n nimJ he is 
ifghting ago.inat aomi-teudol Rusoio.n and seas it as progr&eoive aspsct. of 
capi taliBIIIo ' · · 

POST•l915 aooo aocialiaatl.on of la.bor ns a THAIISITIOO to something 
higher he do•• llot defineJ but he links monopoly Wld socl;aljo ntion as ·ono •. 

PR»-1915 sese opportuni!l111 of Second Intorna.tionol as due to 
· ):'ea<~eful dovelopllont ot cnp:l.t:oll.em, 

I'OS't-1915 •oea opporttllliom o.sa atago cf dnelo):IAont 1!!.oapitali ... 
itself end tho superp..Otits or inlper:l.al:l.sm Which orm•todan aristocracy o! ·labor 
and *" IntornatiCIIlal to: represent :1. t, · 

Plllil-1915 oes• proloturint as 0>\0 .~.batr~t ...... ~ 
FOS'l'el915 eeee category. broken into mase, and aristocraoy of 

labor, and further di'fided between labor or oppreuaad and opproesol" nation. 

:i/ili-11115 •aes Self•Detsiid.nation as a. principle of aocialian0 • 

eapeo:l.ally ne•4•d in Toarist Ruoo!a, to lot Poland, Finland, Ukraine treo. 
. , POOT-1~15 ea.y:J SE!..~D...~!ATICll :-.t a.o4u1ra4 a. . 

!lEI'/ URGENCY and appl:l.ee to llurope. (llhat Eaet. toddy 'l!luldn't 
d:l.e to sae hie oo1111try freely eelf·dstormiloe :l.ts fate f'>'Om the Stalinist 
totalitarian eti'Uialoihold, and, what "Colllllt!Dist Parly" daree grant tho.t principle) 

PRE-1915 lAm1n •eaa thf'Oa o"n•:\'tn~t el!!m!ent~ o! !.!e.r~e4 
POST-1915 Lenin aaye dinlsotico 1a t!J.e theory at knowlodgs, the 

ua:l.ty of' oppoa:l.toe baing not a eum of s~lmples, but aorecognition, diaeovory of 
contradictory, pautua.li ... exoluo!!! opr>Oeitee in all phenolllll&o 

'!'he oontradiot:l.on in Lenin,:ta tho contr~tdiction between tho 

practicing revolutionf~alecticol to the core, and thinkinl!. Kautskyon 

:!.a tho contradiction in Ruooian eocisty Mwson the eingu~' dsvoloJCII!lt 
~ ... 

!rom feudal mo!IIU'fby to beurgeoi..,onarchy through prolet!tl"!.an methods of' 

struggle, The phyaioal and political brook with tho Second :rntornational w-"a 

haodiate. The break in philooop!!ic method -took two years or hard 1ftJrk, 

and concreto, vory conoreto etudy and obaorTODae ot every ph~n-on ~' 
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The point to remember ie'fhat baeio changes in politics Rnd revolution 

have taken place at the some time as ·the baeic chane:ee hft.ve taken place in 

society. The great leaps in theory require a revolution in the thinking of th~ 

theoretician pracisely becauseL !!on. though Marxi~he io not at tho point 

of PJxl.tiuction P.nd i!_ !bus divorp,!!d from tho real' claseatruggle. Thus the 

proce6ses of his mind loses sight of tho revolutionary intervention of the mas-

see as the only means to resolve the concrete new otago of crisis. Once that 

is done nothing will save him from approximating the bourgeois solution. That 

io \\ily the devoloJlllent of Lenin and of llarx ia es 
the Russi an Revolution or 

of tho Second Intornational,msljthe world-shilking 

rise t! the First International, 
import~as the/collapse 

~[10.0~ . 
event~at face us today. 

j;rises usedtn concem. only revolutionaies--e.nd ~oWlter-revolutionw·ies. 

Today everyone talks _about c1·isis in world history. That is our agO Which is 

torn between the intelledtunl'e blue print and the wildcatting workers, 

United Nationo. and atomic warfare. Our age has much to illuminate the two 
'• . ' 

divides-,in the development of ll9!xium, and ~uch to le~: from' them .. · 

.. 1751 

.. 

/ 
t 

/ 



It' 1 begbmlng to assume ;omo DOrt of ahapa in my h&ad. 

Whlll I &lOt boot to l!arx I belino I will have aloo aolTec!, the 
prob]..oa of Luaalle. R.,...ber holf we tried to pill him do'IIJ1 ao otato
capitalist and ..alto him the real tl!lmDY but oouldn't booauae although he 
was that h• 'W.D naver a thoore~tieaiani Well, I got it now, by WOi"kiiiS 
tbrough the party. That little party of oura is really aomet!Wtg. It iB 
illvmillatil:lg evortthln.JL for mo. 

R 
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II*IENlli,Tl!E RUSSI;IN l.!ARXIST 

Going deepor lower into the masaas ia the- es·.-enco or Ua.rxist IDdVememt. 

of liboration. But btil tho first world wur broka out, the Second Int3ma-

tional toel, tha study of Hegel and reotudy of Marx ~d ill~ate~ th~ 
h ... -'..tttl 

nnalysia of tho <tdvancod atage of copit,,usm,;9nbl h~d not a!nglod tl!i! 

uut au ~ho easonce. 

But wusnot l<>nin a revolutionist a.~d ovory wo.-d ond acti~n of hio 

centorod around tho Ruosian proletariat? Yoa, the Russian! l<>wor ll!ld deoper 
baokftrd 

into the mssso infRusaia couldu't have meant going to tho unskilled SJO a 

separate strat "• lt. mesnt the proletariat. as a wholo pluo the lo""st strata 

of tho pellllantrz. And that io whet Lenin e!.!ed at with his ologau "d....,oraUc 

distatorahip or tho proletarint and pe!<oantry." 

So baol:WIII'd, so eomi•feudal was Russia that be had first to fight 

the Populiato to hnve 'the prolstmriat Ncogniaod azi ~ revolutionary force~ 

In Ruaaia Yarxl.II!D waa ao populor m::ong tho advoncod wcrkora wd tho illt•>llt-
tbeo,..tioian 

gcmtlia tint ovary llllli/doMed l!arxl.at clothing&, 8Jld so olid tho, Populioto 

although ,they ola.1med tho poaoantry ,to bo tho re•:olutionary fo,.cG, and ono 

that ooUld brag Ruoaia directly from aen:i-f&udnliem to OOilWIIlDillll tbrot•gh the 

, J!W:? CO'!"""l'sl village. They wUl~ thus ooc~tpe .tho misoriss of tho ;.!tole 

c~q>iteliot epoch. Rualll.a ie.. eny CIUJe, they argued, c111110· too late on the """"• 

to share :In tho ""rld ""'rket which ws controlled by tho big iudUlltrial 

powora aothat wlnt.vor industry Ruosin dooo wive, it is :Impossible for it to 

"realixo" the profite t· orefrom sinoo it had no markot ill which to oell its 

goods end tho workers were toc poor "t'o .buy it back" • They faatOJied on 

Vol111e II of Capital •to prove" their point. 

Now nowhere in tho voluminouo doh\tea around Vol1111o II, tho.IIIOat 

diaputecl voliiDa SDong llarllieta1 does thoro exist anything mora porfowd 

md brilli011t than Lenin'• 1111ewor to these intellectuals. Tho dialoctioinn 

ehowo h:lmaelt in the tact that he does not l:lm1t himadr to ~~~>.~~ahalll.ug tho 

lAW to clamo~atrat thut Rueaia ion't oklppiug over onpitali- Lanin goot 

/ ., 
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Insert p.l4 !!!ofore last p&r. 

At the 11ame time Lenin nevt'r moved away fro~ tho concrete. The Populi.ste , 

insofar as it reflected tho interests or tho psaaBJJtry in their ~n:ru¢& !!J!&.illst 

the nobility and the •urrtvols of serfdom, wera revolutionary demooats and. the 

to the extant of oonfiocating the landlordo' estates. While oil o.dng the Fopl.>l

ists what nonsOOlloo their talk of "people's production" (tha.t•s whot thoy called 
ho demonetrsted that 

the mir, the >!.llagc COilliiiU!Ie) was,,,... l!mttcepitaiism , fnr from 'being "sk1pJ8 d", 

WII.IJ growing on tho oountrysido and splitting up tho population !nto on til& 

ono hand kulako or capitaliot f!U"Illors and, on tho other hand, tho rural poor 

&lld tho rurial proletariat. Conseuqently, otid be, it you are. to remain true to 

your dc.ocratio ideolag, •top pla:y:lnrr around wtth tho J.iberals in tho Duma 

or you Will ond up betraying tho peaoantry 11> tho capitOl. iot fannore. 

Lenin. oouldbe eo realistic in hi• approach· t> the Populiote (later . 

Soa~al Revolutionaries) precisely because from tho very start ot his study 

of tho. &&rarian q~stion h11 solution for .the agr:U-iun pro bl~m wos to lie :lA 

.thfi Ol'ftttion !ft' '~f; ~oD!I:I!itt•a•~ And lie co~d b8 Bet ~lf. be~u.Uae" hn.vmg 

!bed tbOorytio~lx in, GEOIIDd R011t in Volume II! of Capital, . ho mow ;tho breai:-.. 
up or agrioultuz:al relation• aapitalbm waa 1nl; rod\(cing1 tho ptr .. titioation 

'· . ·~-~ -

et the poao~t population, and ths~ero~~ looked for tho concr.oto otrata 

thorofGre have to tisjlt the landlorda .!!!S the state~ to get thdir lo.nd, whether 
•. 

it went by tho popular Alllorioen alo.cun or "tort)"'ae~rss and a mule" or by tho .. 
alo p ot "black: rodiatri button" aa it did in. ~ua~ia. 

( .'·· "•, :1. 

~e main taako tor tho bourse~fa'~svolution he sat down ooncretQly 

ao(l) • ..,,.ooati~ or National Oonstituent Aoa•bly; ( 2) ..., ing or tho people, 

(3)politiool treo~ (4)oa.plete tr•odo~ and equality or all opproaoodnatiiBl-. . 

itioo, (5) 8 hoar day and (6) fol'lllation ot peaaant ool!lllitteo. '!'hie typo of 
. hD 

u .... dup .. ioing and Olt&blilbmOllt Of a democratic ropublio/oalbd "dSIIooratio 

diotatorohip or tho prolohril\t nnd ~eaoWitry." 
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Capital 

into tho thoory of llar.ifiljid banco tho lcgio or OAAitul.iot clevalcr.....,tJ 

(l) the lUlderoonBUIOptioniB:'l of workers under c«pitull::m, "" undallinble faot, 

doeD no·(; af!oct in any eoc,:er,tiu.l m..·~.;rmor capitttllot production because ito .!9L. 

of production) and lo:.~aor .:l.nd leoser !!le!!.IIS of conowptionc ~C!Lrx•a divi~ion of 

tho !!!e!l! of social production into just these tvo groat deportrnante of 

production out throueh the "N!1ole rlgg!l!lorole r.r Wld~roonm;mpti~tsm and provod 

thu.t production creates !.ta ow.n m.rl:.tt-t. H~.d. tha Po,ullots so :truci1 as po&f;d tho 

6Uistion correctly,. e.aked th!.l:noolvos h21l' surplus value is realized. Xllilu: 

they would hava aosn tha. t answsr L~diatoly ao bo·t!~ fact and reas~n ur exia-

te.'lCIJ of oapite.liom. 

(,2) World lllllrkot ia -entirely oxtraneoUD to the fM·~, is a maane of o.w••"" tho 
\ .. ~~~ . 

raul. quootion~ ·that criaea arioo frO:n th<> ralr.ticr.s of ""'n il!/produotiop 

Where thoy !U'!! nothi!lg but cogs in o. Wheol. Thet'efon, ahould there o'tan a 

LL~tribution ot ~he ndional capital nothing would he solved ao long ae 

Think or :I. to .L<inin, in "etriot thoor)' O.D .fo.r buck 

as the tUMt ot tho oeittu..y, :I.e predicting thu~ such a phano11enon ae FasoiSIII 

Wilich b11d the Whole Oontt'ol of tho national cnpital and rodintributed it 
. · l!llllltlor in vhioh . -
"~.it ple!.!!~d11 ; t~t !.~ =-=~~...ing to ·~ho/objec'iivo hw of c:,pitallsm aorapalled 

it to aolnd not a •ingle problu ll.lt only ended in total cnllapaol : 

But brilli0111t o.otho poltiiUioa wore and routed "-" tho l'opulirla 

ver~ aa any tondollo:y daoer'ling to Wellt' tho r:w~tlo of lllll"X tho 1.onclenoy 2.. 
~ 1W.I. W t..R..,., .'l!Al rt.U>::I..-<ilr"·<-~f ,').,c,Mr"-"'',1«/r-"' ~ .;>CiJ,;y_) 

Ut!!dtnU oouldnot l>o allhihilato¥ For~t~ n~tltor4.,.Prioo nor tem~ .. 

rromrmt ot men but an ozpl"tloei011 qf an !.!paleo &ott"" r ..... doop obJgotbt 

foro••• Cla9D!! or •otiono or eld"eeo will inert tnbly oxprese that mov ... ent 

IIIII. '111cn t'outod out ono doer, 'Ifill M18ppear in Mothor in 11 dU'l'erent drus, 

but at:l.ll exprou:l.ng "" ob.loot1vo t11oto Sullh IUid euch n doWlcJIII*l\ of 

eOOIICIIIIft 1n th:l.l • .,. tbro bas:I.Minl!ll or oa~itoU• in lluoda• 11:1.11 hrr.Yo but 

1755 one tl'lle ILbtlcluto oppoe:l.te, oppo:1ent 1 til• wile IIIIo ill the oubordln•.t• elemont 

in tho NlO.t:l.!llahip, in tli!.D O<JIO .!1!!21:• 
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But the pettr bourgeoisie, eepooio.lly 'llllon o¢to.li,.. io not fully dovelopod
0 

tbri voa on apam lation. s~ yc-u c•n unde:T"Otllr..d lenin • D groi.tt labors to pror. 

the progreso! ve f'eaturos 01 .. capi t~ism. The Development of Cc.p!:to.liw in 

Rueaia ho.s this D.£ a task and f:or that reason aocializat:f.on of labl)r is u 

sort of hero aa oppoeed to the personal dependnnco of bondod po~oanta, end
1 

counterpoaed to conaorvatimm in producti~ and paraultimd in Gons~ption in 

·rsariat society. In 1915 as we snw h" broke completely 'ri.th this conoe.ptirm 

of eooio.llaation of labor asa."'l end and it ~came wba~ it is in ttdvonced 

copito.liot society the 'l'RA.~SITICl!l. 

'l'ho genius of Lenin is tlult he is always concret~ in hiu ultimate 

aims, his uni-veraalo• ae well as the immediate oneDo Prscis'-'lY because .he 

war so concrote and posed so fund.,.sntall7 the struggles _of tho clay .at. :the 

_turn ot the. contury he waa ""abled to reorse.liizo himaelf in.l9ls;.l9l7o 

· l. "Damocratio dictatcrohip of the proletariat 
and l!!aeo.ntry" ·- _;_ _____ _;. 

The ou"filandith•8ClUU!ing B~OgBDt ''democratic ciictato~~hil' of the 

prolot'ariort and peaoontry" """' concerned itself with tho li.ving f•rco• that 

would carry through· th~ bourgeois revolution und replace Tsariam. .Boforo 

wogo condemning these aeemin~y doctrinnario discussions. lot ·us rom.ober 

that eosentially we at ill have an """~l ved agricultural. p:-oblem in tho South. 

JIIIU'III tenancy 1a 11 s~our~o to this d.•y and ha.o n.ot allowed f.or tho: full tech

nological, not to oay, &111111111 revolution nooded there, The. powar that thio oec

~ion of tho country wields in Cougreoa is out of all proportion to ito actual 

number and. atrongth only no ono dare• tundWl!onta.lly chall6>tgo the Ran!<ine and 

l>1U1tl3ndeby &JIJI'Il~ to tho great lllllsa,o of population that tc i<h!a .U.te aro 

doprived of the vote and live in sub-human condition•• R&oe relatione there 

are a ahamo and dlosraco to thia moot advonood capitoliot aountry and not 

merely boemirch ita nome tbo world over but are tinderbox wh:l_ch will axplode 

lilly momdllt 11;. direction• hord to predict, And •seontially thia pro blom hae 
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ita roots in the failure of tho Civil War to como to a full bouX"gooio con-

cluaim and reor-ganize tet.dlly pea&.:1l\t ~elations nearly ~ o~ntury brt.ot. 
in the United Sts.tee 

Not b¥ accident tho moat profound study of farm tonancy/in 1913 WOD mads 

by that Ru&aian L.nin io ii.lumina.te the problems he wac facing in rltUa1ia. 

It o!!D illuminate .!!!!!: problems to this day, In otudyhlg \ihD.t Lenin thougbt 

Md 1ilty :pro-l915 ond why and what he oongod than we study not "" individwa 

but t-~o great oocif.Ll, world problemso tho bourgeois revolution Which still 

races the colonical cou:ntrlee l1lli tba so.c1o.list pro:~letEU·icn one V'hoae 

incompletion hu brought the ,.orld to the Jlip precipice where dMloion can 

no ·longer be poatponide 

Soma l.larxie.to in facing the problom of the overthrow.of Toed11111 

could bet abstract, take ·ths easy road· out and aa.y "soc1alism11 for it ia u. 

faot ·that ultimotely only a~'oif.Llism 01111 solve f.Lll probolms,. But Lenin, b&

caou he toot tho overt)lrow of -Tsariom seriousl7 asa concrete prcbl..,, .!l!!l . 

to bo ·concrete in working out a fighting progrum. He bogan with tho faotao 

(l)Taaris Ru•sill """ a ao mi-foudf.Ll country. ( 2)Cnly .the. !P..rgvot centor• h:lvo 

big faotoriao and a aonoontrate<l prol&-taria1. ( J )Th~ over~lelllhlg 
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~.Wif'b''ldlll?; population 'IIWI pwaaant and they too bad a porty-'-the Scoial 

\'-'' Revolutionary Party. ··Preoi•ely beaau~o Rueai~ was ac ~tu~oraey and restricted 

alloo the movement ot tho oapito.lista, the .. also yo!\l'llad fo,. ite~nrthrow. 

'rhe had a party of their own--the Co.dets••Md a prograot-parlla:Donto.ry 

democracy and frao competition, like in Western Europe.t>~l, f.rom Social 

Uaiiiiii •.rt t= Cadet, wer!' :f'l.lncttaning in the Rua!5ian caricu.turt. ..,r a. parliament 

oallod tho IJuma. (It bad only advisory fc"dions and tho Tsar could dim•• 

it at will.) 

The ~estion of the ro~ to tho revolution therefore posed it• 

aolt concreto~.VIi~-~ v:tth the -poe.oantry,_ or with tho liboralo. 'rhe 

Ruoaian JleJ·xish_ bad already thsoratioallY von over the Populists and tho 

Ji:conomieto, but here they were giving different an!IWora. 'rhe Jlenahavike0 

tllout. Jlerld.ats, did not flinch from an ... erill3a '!lith tho liberals. :tt Ul 

a~ bourgeou rewlution and thoi'S!fore the )>ourgaoia must_ llad it. 'rh• .,.,._kero, 
mo~;OV8ro haY& much to learn from bourgeoia-par~antariom. 

Lain rl]lli&d .the proletariat is indeed boing "taught" '117 the . . 
bo~gecisi,_;.in the fariorr. It Jw:s all the •education• :1.'0 need• for this 

capitaliet uchenil!lll ~r~es0 unite• and oliaoiplines tho prollftariat and ' . . ' . . . 

gino tho 1Japulso to revolt. Once they revolt, they will have notldbg to 

learn from jluaipoi~ clemooracn it :!.a the rovolt 'IIIIich will roorgan:l. .. tal,.. 

tiono in parlialunt aa well as in tho factory. 

The proletariat ia IIIIIAll aayet ~d- will need tt.llieat 'rhay 

havo that in tho poaamtry, the _lowoat and doepeat l».yorr. This ill the only 

'IIBJ• At th:l.o et11g0 of world development tho bourgeois :I.e inoapab!o ct 

leo.~ ita ow revclution1 Who ·will load it, thea• Co.detst What boohl 

- precisely boollllae the revolution ill bourgaoia the prolotarillt 1111at 

have tho ~zemony or tao revolution will bocoma tho oounter-ro~lution1 

to"' wt'!>hout thnt 110 cvertum in agricultural rolati~nc, cnd no acl•~tion to 

the tundamental problomo facing ue. 

Today when In4:1.a1 although it haa finally tougjlt lao•• 
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the contlll'iea-ol<l lltronglehold of British :lmperiali111110 aDd gotton itoolf 

a parllwaont witlt a Kt'Oat liboral leader like Ndhru Wbo talku bi& not 

only 'II tho Indian IIB.tion• but to ·!;he wholo world, 1e etill £aaod oritb tho 

IUldorstaDd Lenin's stubbornuo on tt.o question ofa rlth tho liboralo or 

with tho peasantry, But a.t tbo turn of til> century ·this ooundcd quih 

tantutio to oay tha1; only'the prolotarillt oan lead thu bourgeois revoluti011 

,.-oxoept to Trotoli:J' who made ohorl vorl< of both tho Uanahovill: and ths Laninist 

·ohoorr with his thoory of the ""'-manont rov~lutianz 

Jiriotly1 it wao this, tho prolotariat, though amall, muat hs.T& 

notonly tho hOgo<UIIlJ' of ths bourgooito rnolu~ion IT"t con prQooed direetlx to 

tho socialist re...,lutiCil while the peasantry with its o.:t~lmlont to. private 

PII'Opsrly io, tir•to a. troa.choroUil ally, and, ssoondly0 ttot concentrated in 

any great 0811ters .but · .j!oographioally spread· all over ·tho map, It· is n chaotic ..... 
·IA!Wl wuld not budge. !lo said you OIID say ims.t you wish !lbout. 

diaorganiatian. Tho P<>int 1a the stratification within'·it, lind the ·moot 

royolutionarr section h!f organised. You aan't UaJl the Soaia.l n0v~luticnarr 

Party out or eld.et""o•1 we will have to sliare pawor with th0111 and tho.t will 

be the d•ao ratio dicbtor•hip ot the proletar.ia.t and puaont"Y• ·.In th• 

111011t:bat0 pl<oaoo, lll!swor me tbia quostiona Wby ccnorotoly aro you eo af'tCIIl 

with the llan•hnilto who are w1 th tho liberals! 
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2.Tbe Party 

So ooftoretely also was posed the question of the party. 

Lenin la knc1111 in history llor the theory of the parly, He hao been 

slandered by avarybody, from Marxists to reaotionarie~. for h~ving o~eat•d 

a monatar as U Stalin' a coUI'ltor-revolutiona.ry monatroeity, hie. elite, ·~ota-

ll tari&n :party lw.Uunyihing in common vi th Lonin' a Bolshevik Party. Let U& 

follow Lenin'oo example and be ooncrote and ••• what ...,.. tho party, 190~1914 

When he 'IIIUI confrozflad Yith the total oollapso of the world !lu:xiot party, the 

Second Internetional. 

All the tendongieo with!u !larxism had hailed Lenin's trilllllph oYilr 

the Populiot1, Then come tho debate with tholi:oonomiota who aimply skippod 

over 'all tho groat do bate tho Kar.luats wore having as "politics•, claiming that 

~inca the ~rk~ra' trqublaa were economic "the~eforo" they &houldaot ooncer.n 

- --themoelves Vith ali-.:l.oal partioo, but limit th011111olvea to bldldL"1g trallo 1111ions 

ud fighting there. Lenin hit hard at them a."1d the l!u•he>ika l!lld Trot'oq ap

plauded that, indeed, .tho proletariat needed a polit1eal party or ito o101., 

Bd the lllinuttdbr. quootion moved from the general ono of poJJ. ties V5o_' oconomics . ' ' - . 
. to the conant• -.,., ~ ohall be considered a P~y "'ember, they spUt all 

'1111711• C!,• • ..; no now 'JI;y .~ 1915 Lenin clutched ao !)or~ INitio. at '!P&h 

li:Dga~• Who hac! ....Ht~~aral, abotraat-~litiaal quoations are -~ut in the foi'B 

' gro1111d and i.hlll o be cure immoddie.ta conorota questions which will autocatia&ll:y 

COlle up on the order of tho day at the very tirat lwlldi: outbreal: af i1tJ nsnt1 

in tho fil'l~ political crieio." Lenin' a whole diacoYar)' in the_~-• rawlw• 

around Hegel' o IUial:yaio ar tho ooatradiotion bei.Yoen thll abstract , th~ pnoral

ilation, tho.;b n•c•saary, and the ooncrete0 How tb~t worku ·~~ ~~· by ~as• 

is tho probl-,~~traat roYOlut!on~and the oonaret•~~ ia-the 

GOBI rote I.e in ,. u•o otud:yiag, ~ 
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They aplit all ways beoauso all problems wore now cohcentrato4 ~ 

their party. Nono of them had disagreed wh'lt kind ofpfU'tyo all had oidd a. 

llarxist, a political p:u-ty. !lone of them had disagreed on 'IO!tethor it ohould 
11

in general" be a contralizedparty--there r-.a the Gt'rman Social Dtmoof.u.tic 

Party, their model, and they were building ono in tho undorgrouhd !l£'!'il!IJ t th~ 

greate~t autocracy in the world. Nohe of them dinagrebd on tbu general prosrnm 

for 'th9 pe_woty;. =d th;:: v:u.ly show of U.tuagreemont en ••centreliRTZJ" wao when the 
Lonin had got·<an 

centraliom turned out to be tho ma.1o,-1W( that's who.t Bolaho'rik """"") against 

the !!'inority (that'e what J.lenshovilc moans). ~· the split OW!Io on tho simple 

prol>l~mo 'llllat oo!lBtitutaa party membership. 

Lenin detinod party Membership asono who accepts tho principles ~

belongs to a 'branch, comas to :l.ts meetings, that is, is dj,ociplined 1><1 tho 

prolsteriSI1 m8mborship. The others aaid th acceptance of party principles is 

sutfioi811t, 110 thst an:r intellectual mto can write or talk glibly io one and 
. . . 

peed pot'mort tc ""Y..l!.'cal. ·You aee vho ns 'the d8!UOorat--he whom.tho:r all 

' ' flo!AW.L--' ' called . ..,. autocro;U And .he 1IU a democrat preoie.ol~ from the first he Wllllted 

to put the prolatarian at!!!PI! on the party, n~t •tn ganeral", but· concrete, in 

e'reryda:y lli'e, the llarxillt intellect~al who dosil no:t have the disciplino of 

the f,ilcrtory, 111t.18t at laaat have this discipline. - . 

. o,·how they dec~ied Lonin•o daring to bring in' tho question of 

the factory. You aee, ·what ho is. trying to turn our party into --a faoto~y. 

Lonin replied aimpl;ro the workor is subjected to the olavorx of tho tactor;r 

but there he also gsts tile diaoiplilie. We get neither the one nor tho othera 

ia it 'tl!:'oag ~ :baaDt ••• that our llarxist purty acts ao the disciplinarian 

over ua pett,.. bourgeois, anarohiat1o !It ellootue.lo. 

So that was tho iaouo o"<sr which eo many voltDDsa ue w:ittan, 

all 'Ol'Ong, except for wllat Lonin had to eay. And ""an Lonin didli~t mow he 

was doing 11117thing contrary to the .S.'!!!..o.!:.~. 1~, of tho Gerwm Social D._ noy 

He thought he no adapting to Ruaeian ooaditiona, and he arc;uad aloe thlt tho 

111011y oplita were due to those opeoial conditims. They war• Ianing a bo!!!'l!e!j!i.l! 
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rovoluti~n IUld tho:rt is •"hy it was all ths more neceasnry .to maintain tho 

prolotnrian hegeaony, or it would. "md in a oou:nter-revolutiOD.. Tho OarmP..n 

Social Democracy wao facing a prolatari-.n revolution ond woro a solid maJority 

agal.not tho opportunist Bemotein. It was only in 1915 that ho will see that 

tho Geman Social Demooraoy, Uenahovia:n iu Russia, simply ~;avo tho bom·gooia 

Vill give it much h tor in life, in botr11.yal. 

But Lenin tho concreto kept hBml!lering awu.y at Rusoia and tho 

apecial problemo facing hhn and keoping tho eoc1alist aim ns tho overriding 

com ept. 

in 1917 
Now there aro """'Y who came over to the Bolohovilo; side,/lilto 

Tr<>teky tho groat leader of tl11 Rod Army, \tho, when they lookod back upon the . 

· dieputa in 1902.• •aids Yeo, tlio &loha'fiko .,ore right, and I wrong. But 

it nsn•t the little question of wbo is a mCII!Ibor, lr.1t th• real big politielll 

questions wllioh ·lnter P>:<>Ved to be thB rovoluti'.lllary va. tl!o aounter-revoluUon• 

err anower. Who could have IIIIo"" ·that in 19021 

But the 1laDll truth wae it waon•t the great political problema. 

n YaD ,j11st .thi• concrete qnesUon.·· That's what split ·tho", not tho othore 

lilian the other aplit them, thoy were already on oppooito sidoa nr tho bar:-ioadeo. 

llb6D th. war broke out and tho International collapsed, that'• 

wl!en Lenin tumod book to the queorticn of the partYJ Navel' tt!l'lin irith the 

Saacnd~ that .1m• H!a party hali bo!lD small, >~nd tho CeMDarl •:lao ll sanuino 

mo .... party ho had onViedo But his ns organised for tho congueQt ot pvoor. 

'!'ben ha 11oked!l~ueli' 11 queotioft, whon ha conoiderad ths ••oncmio root. ot tllo 

tall ot tho Sooond, io it poaaible at all.to organize maao parties~ 

oap1talJ.g for the oonquaat ot powali! 

Just as UONOPOl:.Y....., th'o tJOnno!:tinn, ruu\ •ooidb.,tlon of 

labolo" was the t!'ll!!e!1!21!. to eomathing higher, so nov tho queoUo11 of the 

part;y. He will not gi\'8 " full anowor \llltil tho Soviets o.ppoll!', Iron ha io 

now fully pr8pared b;y his mode of thousht to meet tho ooon•te-brauk out 

RuoaieD RoYDlution. 1762 
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III "*LE!I:T.N Ia T!1!> POnll' OF T!L\NSITIOll 

the 
Today when/one-party IJtato is " reality which ovol."llholms ~voryone llad 

has tho man on t"*.e otraot quoetioning whether it to tho l.novl.ta.blo ha.ndmaidan 

o~ aocialiam) tho ex-radical is der.tanding from tho copitnliat rulora thnt they 

giva him the center of thiJ etaee "to p!"o"'e it !::. ~o". Siiice tiut workere no 

longer believe what tho rulers say, tho rulero gladly l~t tho tuc-nooat spout 

ferth abstractions from that weird mass of confu.,;ion called the intell.ectuaJ.•e 

minc!O 'l'h•StaliniiJt party io tho Leninist_ p.orty, full-,!!l"own, he pontl.ticateo. 

Proo:!'? Lenin oaid that the prolotariut by hl.s own afforta could rea.ob only 

trade UDiCII1 consclouGl'less. ,.Thorefore'1 ~La's con.caption of the party vae thut 

or an elite organization. 
· ToariiJt 

There io no doubt ths:t Lenin, i!!f.Ruo,!!iO., ~ ~. ....., proociatpiod With 
R"esie~:~ · . ·· . 

tho fact that the/proletari'lt had no maasorguuizations ·of its Olftl as had tho 

Gei'IIIOlto Alld ho did write that 1 t was tho taok of tho l!arxiot to bring· oooialiat 

oonool~ua,r{o the prolataris:t "from tho ou·oside" a• th~ proloGariat ....;uld not 

otherwioe gain i~o But that is preoisaly wherein th~autskxan domoora] ~-
t h. T.;...,i':u"_, ---··-•,.•·· 
-~ - ~- -··· ·++A~• 

llhere they dU'f.!£!l! 'fts by the proletarian st""'p ,Lenin attempted to 

put on hio party from ~he start and by nrtue of th~ faot that ho nnted it .to 

orguioe tho revolutionlll'y creative in~tit,cil,of tho masses murderously a·up
pNsood by Toari001. Theparty was to be thoro when the proletari~t. bl>rat forth 

spmtaneouoly and ib hiotorio initiative would soak o. politiolll. Olf'IJ>IIizational 

torm, All onpitaliiR!l ll!l•onanioue:tx organiud0 disciplined, united the prolotll-. 

rl.at e.t the point of'_ production and atimulntd it to. ••evolt, tho !le.rxiet pol

itical orcanization would do ~ooiouoly. and with gusto. 

The alikgese ftl ti1e utraaa on ,i~gqpisat1 op, 

The Seoond :rntorno.tional collapsed !n 1914, and from his ntuc.\f of the 

17 6 3 dialeotio 1111d of the oonorote ...,. Lenin knew that a oqmot polioY wcu1d _ 

lead ~o reTolution ~it the living tore~• ftre qbJeotiyJ!E re~lutianary, 
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The Second, representing the ariot·oornoy of lal>or was !12! objectively revclu• 

tionary, The gre~tost betrayal was not the eubioot1v~ c~pitulation ot tho 

leadorahip of tho Intorn~tional to tho Kaieo•·' e Gov~t·r.ment/ The g-.-eo.toet 

botrn.y.sl Wa5 th'-:.t ob.ice't-ivoly tho Intern ~tional '\:fruJ rotten to tho core, r.?ttod 

by the oxietonco wi·thin itsal:!' o:!' th·· ariotocracy of Jal>oro Tho llll!lld: .!!!!S!!l 

was the ariatoorucy oflabor Which had countarpered its akillod, aristocratic, 
U!lorg!Uil.zed 

cultured ,...y of lite to thnt o:!' tho unokilled/m!lsaos for whom it had noth.ing 

but contempt. 

By the betrayal Lenin wan caught as much of:!' (ll.UU'd "" """ the 

German proletariat which had boon conditioned to boliove ih11t hiD ·orgM:I.s..,. 

tional strength (as 'ditnase t>t~ grorlng vote) W<>uld or itaol!_ proveut ....... 

That nplnrv excused tho proletnriat Itdidnot ~xcuso Lenin the llarxiri'o 

The groll!ld ot meeting o:!' the !Cilutokyan and pro-1914 Lenin ,...., Lanin ° s aonoept 

or or~laatiOft as an outsiQe f~rce. 

At the aame ti:no it was preoissl;r. the betra)'al,, the omo_rgonce 

JIL. ~h· revolutionary proletariat itooli" of its own opposite is prooisoly ~t 

campoilsd i.enin to iorellk with his own J'll•t, _to rnorg:milo hi:nsel:!', . He lla.cl 

IICOept&id 11 aerioo of e.bstrnctione--Pe.rty, J,lasa. Revolution; Conoretely they 

hNI. mot!lling tor him only in RUI&ill facing a ~urgeoia rovolut:!.OIIo. H~ had not 

otu.died tho revolwt 1 -.ry :prolotnr:!.at .. in an e.dvunosd country, Ho !led not here

tofore ooan tho growth of imperillliot mc11opoly !P~ tho nristGoracy ot lllbor 

and had tailed to graap that sinco thia phenomenon had obJective roots, it WllB 

. inavi to.ble th11t it develop. Hio ooMluoicn insofar ao tho ooncept of tho party 

waa waa immodiatoa he waa fillished 11ith tho Second Intem11tione.l u 11. m.t_ 

of' organiaation beoaua& .!! was tho pe.rty ci' tho ~~ tbo ari•tooraoy ot l!\bcro 

l''' Thereupon he deniod th" Ke.utsky tho very uae at the tom, me.oa 

organikaticna (1) it wu the •heereet ll()phiatry he -n-ote to IIJ)Oek of mua 
< 

organillltion when Kauteky' o pe.rty had failed to penetrate lower Wld cleuper into. 

tl1e prcletarie.tJ (2) at moot JY.! par-ty, though an orgsn1.1Aticn .;f;:a million, 
-. --

had orgoni1od but one-tilth of' the proletarie.t1 that is to say n einort\Y oC 

I 
I 
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tho proleta~iat1 and (S) t"at stratum of tho proletariat ha<l l>eo01110, ao F.ngols 

had ao aptly cbaraateriaed the resulto of BritaJlt'e S9nopoly pos'tton or hie 

day, e. "bourgeoio labor party". 

Lenin now llfllde hio party, adaptod to Russian ~ondl.tione 'G11ieh haci 

a. str:UJglehold over any workers' spontaneous outburata. into a universal foi· 

but because it waa the orgraliution ihnt woul~• ouro that tho !!POI!t&neiti 

of rdll.it>na had the best opport\.!111-ty. \ihere tllo Second Ir.tornational had 

beeol!!e tho """"'i or tho very thing :l. t had boon built for-to develop ~he 

JIUrl*xtx liberating movOJIIent or the rnasseo-, the ·l'hird International bocome 

the organization for spontaneity, for social revoluti~ 

( Thatthe Third in turn bsoa.'llo tao class anomy of tho rovoluticnar:r 

' pr~letoriat is IUIOther ohapte,. in hiutory, end another chapter in tho dialect!c. 

:!.A• econnd.na of pr0-1915 Marxism 

Tll8 great diVide in modern ldo.rxiem can be tr~cod With such 

precilion in all 1'ieldo precisely bec~u•& l..,nl!! '.1'""' :U\1::.yt: conorate. In 

July 193.4 he b~;!tm "" ~""" "" !!a.-:. !lcrotoforc ho had lilrltad hima&lf to. 

the problema that confronted hin . in Russia, and, tharoetically, thlit "'"ant 

Vol\lllo n of Capital and GrolDld Rant of Volume III.. He had ro!UB8d ·!o .even .. 

Conaidetr a populnrtzation of Volume !; l'!c ::::ttiutiad was he iili..h Bf1gdanov's• 

'l'hio 011!ly 'liaS ho.,.,vor to concern itself with Uarxism as a whole• It b · 

·the f!,neat aohi8VOlllent in ita fie lei. .!!!!Lit belon!!l! to prs-19~5 !I!lrxi•• t!w,t 

!!a. an aohlevemant or the Sepond InternutionaJ., 

IJ. reader acanni!lg through ·tho hundreds or books Md POJ>!Phleta 

beued by the Second, eithor "populoriaing" llarxiDIO "" does Klll'l Kauotky'• 

liC!!I!omio Dootrinaa of Karl ll!!l'lC , or"monding" it ""' do Rudolf HW~rding'o 

[inO!!•• Capital end Rosa IJ.ixemburg'a AtJci!!IUl"tion of Capit!J.! in their dif

ferent wayo1 will Moen faol weighted down by one overwholcdnR oonoid•r~iono 

~ o~tnending feature of !11 of thema i'lanlosmeae oharaotoriloa g<pitallnu 

plan II001t-.lilm,s. 1765 
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Althou~r shared this interpretation in ito most vulgar to~~ 

(Lite aa a Rusoian Uarxist in Volumo Il of Capital aompollacl eona..,tratiOil 011 p 

oroduation,ao agoinot undoraanoumptioniom)--h• van novortholaoo eoaentially 

ot the Second International a11d aaw soc~alilml a&; an organization of e.r.:onomy. 

Capitalism ,. ant aoarchy and soaiali&:ll meant order. !lot by accident 'II'!UI Kauts!s:y 

revored a• a teacher. This Essay is permeated With an an~1yais c£ ·the 

inevitability of soaialiBlll tied to tho inovitaldl1ty of aapitalin twdJ: 
'the facio 

aollopse that arioes. tz·om/aoaialization of produaUoll is "bound to load" 

to "oXproprimti~» or the axpropriatorsn. The proletariat io n~ithor the 

omaoho,..up 11o'¥roorg011hor of socialcroletiollo on a total ooale, but merely 

"t'ho intellectual nnd moral driving force nnd 1'hysicril. OJO>eut.,.t" of this~ (I~ 

transformation of oapitalimn into aooi!Oliom, Th.,re is violtritco of oourae, 

but the £r!!!!!!ilation of toonOliiY rather than tho · omash-up of mol>opol1es ·and 

tho now an•ergy of new millions is tho porspeotivo. Thoro is in faot .not 

a oingle 'lOrd ollid about monopoly exaept in agriaulturo1 

Now one inaidant nro1111d ita publiaation reveals wl>e.t a trem011d~us loop . . 
~min made since ita oubmiasion in N~v..,ber 19:1.4 to ita publiaation :1Jll9l5. 

011 JaaURi"Y i1, 1915 h5 writes to .. thv piiblish&:rs, asking ~ath~t' it im't p~r 

oibl~ to illtroduao oomoe oorrootion ainao.it is only "in tho last aix 7oako" 

that he had :madt. t. aoriauli study of dial.eatio. Sinao that 'll'W! 11ot poasi blo, 

Lanill in his Notebooks 011 Dial&atia, aottlod ooorolf ~ himself. 

A roroading d tho Eooo.:r aida by side with his writills• 1915-16 v.t.ll 

reve&l at ono• what thaee weraa 

1) TheN io not & aine;lo aorioua word about tho unity of opposite• 'in 
tho Eooay, In 1915 however, he makoa tho dialeotio thw aomprohonaMal of the 

1111ity or oppoaiteo and hie oonareto otudy or Illlporislism ha& tht u ita hellri. 

FlU' from beills a .!l!£!.9.1 dovolap~~~ont of oapitalilllll, :lmperl.alinl h tho dnolop- •. 
,• 

mont of aopitali111 at a otap 'll!lon ito fundamental r ... turoo beoam• tranafoNI:<l' 

into thoir oppoeitoo1 aampatition in·'o monopoly, a otratulf,:>f labor into the 

ariotooraoy ot labor. Lenin's Imperialism io thua ~from all 

thooo of tho Soaon4, It allow• h!m to draw e .. sharp ,olaBI l.ine botneil the 

• 
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tho Second and tho T'lird.* 

2)Thoro io nothing in the Eeoay of deaax, .l!].W!!!ation, rvtUng o.U,!! 

featuroa o~monopoly· oapitaliom Which.ia listed here merely ao "large-cc<>lo 

production" and hence no aarious analyaie of d&qpara~D the oppo•ite to cnM2• 

In 191516-tho diotinction ~-·•n proletarian one bourgooi• domocraoy will be 

so compact that rlotorious Boai&.lJam will hn:ve to achieve complete dNnc;cra.ey. 

3 )Tho .llolllly eope.rates the queation of tw:tioe froo tho oconomio doo

trinoe of Uarxim, ,IU1d a distinction is dra'Bll between it and e<ll"llor M!l.torinl

iome which did not eoe tho neod of praotio<>l revolutlon ary -..rk. In 1915 

. Lenin will eoopractioo Ill .. "link th the analysis of oogdtion and a transition" 

and heo' liarx Gl.iftgs tc H&gal•s crit~rill ot practice~ The coup de grace to 

tho falae diTidon eotnbllahodin 1914 vao doalt by tho )?Ubliohor Who omitted. 

· that s~otion entirely, L<min oomplaineda sut without re.volutiOW"Y tB.otioe, 

Uarxiam io nothing. That is abeolutely true but tit• quoction isa ho~ dj,d it 

liThia brought h!.pl into· oontllot not only 'll'l.th tho 80 oond International thu.t 
betrayed but with the Solshnik SUkhllri:n who wanted .to be rid of tho "pire.tical 

iDparialiat stat~" with one blow lllid lave nothing !\!oro to do inth etatiani. · . 
SUkhlll'in'a oemi-anarobism atanod from his incapacity to griUIP the dialectical 
rolationohip l><o~W>II$h •""'P•titiou anli m"nopolr l!llld honoo hio oppoeit:l.on'io 
tho alogan ofSelt•D$terminatiaD• General, abstrnct <olitical queationa vera 
rut in tho foregro1111d by him and auch revolUtioll8l'y ~otual iitrul!gloo oi op
pressed DB.tiono u tho Irish Re'beilion of 1916 plltootb!&d. At first' g1anoa it 
wouldo.ppa1ar Ill if Lenin, and Bukharin wero one on tho oaonamia analyaio 1U1d 
o.t ac!llj>lottoly oppolite enda an tho political oonaluoion. which aeem to run 
indeed oppooito to tho eaonomia monmont. Jn trlltli, Lenin's l916.'crur.l711o ia 
Wholly and ontiroly different from Bukharin Who aooe tho economic mov .. .nt 
from monopoly to at.at ... monopoly and tekoa tl•• eaoy road ont with the oa.tohw rda 
Plan. Lenin, 1 1 IUIILlyaia, on tho other hand, from the at!!£!; 0 by analysing 
monopoly as tho transformation into oppooi to of ao!IIJ>oUtion, s••• ,!!our!!!Oio 
gmoon.oy bankrupt, ud ••,• the conoreta oppooi te to monopoly_1 the oppr1111pj 
patiop aa a nati~. So that the inner dialootioo of' bourgeois d6mo~raoy at 
this stop of' impBY'ialiam reveals tho:t full domoora~y ie. tho oppoute, to · 
onpitall!@# SUkhllrin dooo not ••• it and with many ultra-lett pbr .. UB oppooe~ 
Solt-Detormino.tion. This 1• the first of J:!SliY battle• tho two hs.ve 'tlbioh 
aulmine.te in 1920.1 in the trud., anion d~bate anc! tho eoonomice or th& 
tranoition period. Bukharin ]heoro~q&l\Y reprosentc tho last foothold of 
the oountor rnolution in tho worker• y~ata, and stalin become• !t1 phJ'Iioal 
embedim011to l'!!!'t III vill d•al CO!IIj>letely with BakharinoiDUilqdu 
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happen that the revolutionary ~onolu~~r· 111lich o.re "" .!.JlttBU.l part or Capit~l 

were dealt with th3ro only abotraotly, but conorot&ly woro ohiftod into a sao
~ .•.• k .. t ..--

ticm on •taotico"t ~hen tho ~~~rnat!enal applio~ thia di~.aio~ ol 

rovolution~ tactics from economic Coctrinoa, Lenin o~lod upon the world 

prclotariut to oonoidor Kautsky tho greatest enemy, greater thln the diroct 

r.w.rderors, 5chuitiomWI tLrJU HouAu. 

4) The Eos11y had also separated philooophy from oconoldoa as if Ua.rx 

moroly took tho myoticilllll out oi Hegel.ian dialoct!oa and !!!!!!.. went on to D>lko 
~>hJ 

his ocon~!dc Lli!!UI>Il:Jo without regard to ciialectioo1 aa "tho proof of Us theory 
1 ! ·~~ / 

of olaoo strugglo"• in l9lS-lEf%he il>divisibillty of 4.~alectico from !I!.Y JIIIDl 
\ 

!>opeot·of l!erxi.Sill is by (l) ooncidoring dialeoties ~ th~ory of knowledge 
. . 
of Hegel !!!!S l!arx, and (2) ~ ohowing tnut 11...-x !!J!Plloj th~ dialectic of 

Hegel in its raticmal form to politiclll oc~nomy ancl thd theroi"ore tho pr,..,_ 

oiplo of solf-momW wao the ooro. ·of Hegelianism and of rnoluticmary llan.illli. · 

s)·The Essay, ,in analY"ing the' eoonOlDic dootrine• .of Uarx, puts l.ts 

gr·oatoat empr.aoia em the law of value and aurplu• Wlll&o ID hi•. N<>toa on 

Dialectic. ho'Vover tbo &I'Oo.tost at~es ir on tho Lim ni' valtah ID tli~ Esaa:Y 
' . ' ' r: ' . ,, . ' . 

tho form of value io doalt with bttoo>.wo it .·revealo the hi!!torioN. p~ooeoe of. 
. •. [ . ' . . ' .. 

exoh.mge. ID ~ho !lot••· the. a!lalr- :o.~ the form or valu~ iB. atr&osod bequuae . 

of ite yl1txa .(1) lo!d.Oal and (i)'MFtorioalo ID tho Eaoay ho fairly apologias 
Lc"'""" 

for tho first chapter of Oapital by ~>~~suring· tho pu!>lio that what B$em8 abatraot 

and purely ded110tive .~• in reality "a gigMtioal oolleotiaD of' tsotual material" 
,li!P801allx . . . 

In the Note. he aaya that aomprehanal.on atfthe first chapter of C<>pite.l 1a 

impoaaible without the uno!erstan<ling or the whol! ot. tho :Losio.t~n~ 
al>id, did not laave uo a X..gio but ho left ua tho lo3io or C:api'tS-;; Itio 

to that procioaly 'to 'll!lioh we muot tum to lll:lderstllllc. the logic oi' ~ho 

~. aoaial movement. Lenin's development is plll'i; of tba oblpoti'n 

developmont or capitllliam and ita absolute oppoel.te, labor, from the ll>ttet~ 

being a mare critic of tho bourgeoio rovolution, to reorganizer ot ~ciety 

:~ 
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PART NO --KARL IIARX' S CAPrrAL, 1343-1883 

I--Foi"JJUU or tho Clua Strugglil 

In 1844 in Silooia tho weavers revolted, brokb ~ aaohinee, 

IIJid tore up the titloo to vorkehopo. Tho cympathy or the pul;lio !or 

thouo dioplaoed woaven was so strong thut tho nbaelutiet otate did 

not dero call out tho troop• to rootoro order. ID:!118c!!at~ly there also 

appaared a division """'ng tho intolloot,.ala. Tho three major Attitudeft 

to the weanrs• re\·olt werea 

(1) ll'2loldlluge, a bourg0<1ia domoel'llt 10ho Y:UJ fl!ltJ!.g<ld in the 

high politics of tho fight against J>roo~aaian absolutism, ud was, with 

llarz an uile in France at tho tine lllt"O'fos 'fohat thfl 'll'O!I.Yers' uprtsing· 
I 

wu noii 110ra than a· "lnmger rnolt ot a me.nare harld...oul of arUiiano.• 

Itoouldin 110 •••e be considered a true social ro'IOlutioa ainoe 1'1; bad 

ISO politioal COI'oo 

(2) !l'orclinalid IAIIoale; w~ was otill a· otuclomt in lle!"lin 

(3) 'Karl Uarz, · on tho> othor hand, a. 7DIIIlJ31111U1· in hie 

.. 'fofti1Uoo hailed the upr:l,oing in thaoo 'O'ordo1 "The liloa.i811 ro'IOlt 
. ·. . .. ' ' '"" 

began Where 'fobs Frt>uch !llld English inaurroaUono ~ndod 'll'ith ·a aons~ioue-

aoso or -th~ pi'Olotoriat ae a claoo. . '!'be whole actio11 ne or this 

ohore.ctar. Not oalr cl!d :l.t deatror maohinory, tho r1'C'al, at -:he """koro, ·· 

At tho nmo t:lmo IIIU'Z struck ou'fo agaila 'I; the o.tt.Bpt to intro

daoo a talae di'liaioa bot1r01111 e. political 11nd oooil£1. reTolutiMo Evon 

a pariial pelmOIIMOil such aa the weo.'rsre' ro'IOlt, he wrote, .llleBilt inoal- . 
. ' 

cula'bly mora than tho fisht fer abatract political l:l.bortl.as,•Juri 011 

.· .. 

a hr- boi!lg '1'88; more thSIS a oiUao~ IU1d a hlillll.lll ~· PSOH thlln paU'fo

ioallife.• ·Th'e;:ew~ituo;9>f:Ls· m,...AF.itiMiaiili&ii'=ia":"fiF-<Ic 'i'~g <.'~1 

,. ,I l f' ·/t:~-.:1 k,, 1n·l~·l IL,· \1,;/(;. __ .:_::·r~ . .._,_ _;.~\ 
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The three different vio"" around ll oingle aotlon of the ::fOIIIlB 

prolehriltt revealed au oh~trp a clivbion in thowr;!tt betweeu the bourgoois 

11111r1rat ....txt)oaxl!lqrtbl*"irpwtirlvdlllzqdrtomgtzcryxp.t<;p~xirJ'IDl 

From the start of his break with bourgooia socl.oty the )">itl" 

bef'ore1 1.11\!'X had hio foot 110liclly on tho ground ond placed tho prolota

rillt in tho center of 3ol.l his thinking. He bailed thorofora both the 

uprl.Bing itself" and tho v:ppearancc in the intellectual. £!-old of one 
1 Wilhelm Weitllng, ·a Jour4&Y£:lall tailor• ~~. 

· political · · ., 
"If' one compares the dr-o.b d~j~oted medl.ocrity of ae.......;uternture ·.• 

with tho boWldloss and brilliant debUt or the a.,.. .. wrkoro," 'III'Ote 
'' 

·u.....; or ll'eitling's writing; "if cno compares these. spl,tioal childrp's 

Shea& of' tho pR> lotorio.t with tho dvr.irf proportions of ther WOI"Il•OUt 

political Bho3S of the bourgoolaia,· one must prophesy an atHote'o 

· tigure f'or thrle Oin'i!-~:!la{. n 

As it tl:!..,;ed out, bo'·th tho 'striking Wellvers aacl tho JoumeYJ:irm 

tailor wsro, m011tbors of a oonspiro.torial nooidty knotm as the League o:l' 

tho Just. Without Joining it, Marx watched ol~o~ly ito ebole dovolop-
ravolutiCiluy. · · 

mom lllld kept in OOilt'O.Ct with ito SincojbOoks "ere forlll;cl<len in 

l!lollarch ical Prussia, those JoUI"Ileymen tailor were the oarrior• of aooia.JA 

iet iclell8 llaroas the borders. In laos then three yeara thh *llopiu. 

aooialiot aooi~ty would troneform itoeli" h•to a poli'Cioal pwty with 

a ooiontifio eocialbt program, ren11111e. itself ·~be ao_,.iB"t Loague, o.ncl 

oollllli .. ion llarx llllclllilgela to write ita llanifasto. 

Heretofore tho turbulent tortieo lookGd as !f they had uniteu 

the bcurgocis demoorat o.nd the yo1111g proletariat in the fight agninot. 

d 
~~ 
·~ 
! 
,; 
r ., 

PrWIBiBil aboolutiom. Nov tho young proletariat "110ltl4 iasue ita ind,... _....., 

pondout ahall011go on tho vary ave of the bourgooh rovolut1011• 
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·\ PrO'fiouoq tho bro"k h-0111 bourgooio society had meant for lion, ,.. "" 
!..---

ilrl.dlectual, tho olet:ring out ot the colr.r&bo from h!.u on thinking. 

He lll"ote, fir&t, a oritioi!J:I! of bourgocio !!!!!• il• turned 311ft to 

ecoaOlllico and wrote a critique or boursoois woputy. ADd• ~ .. turniog 

agoim t hil philosophic past, he tumod o.&rlaot tho iptellootual ao a 

whola. Ill Makhg the revolutiotla,.t-y d4 ai!~Yery cf ~...at ill l.11Gr..u &e 11. 

mat.rialiat coaception or 1-.i&toey--in ••• all hiatory aa 1\ha hiatory 

but by sreat ........ of men rebolliug ezplcitative produoti~n rolations-

llarx naturally turned to now the real forms of tho olaeaatrugsle Sa 

hia particular epoch. llarlt alwayo h11d his oyee wide open for whet· be 

oalled 1he ?oataneoUs alasaorpntzation of the prolet~iat. That is 

why :111 .. ~=····· be ...... hzlodlntely the ail')litioance or tho atruggle of 

the ......... ,... Thnt 1a why ho re.1entod utnian plm! 811d. follOwod 

iDstead iuoh developmont of actual olliu ""tagoni:= o.~ tho Cllarlist 

IIIOY""'III'~ 'OI!!.ch OombiDed tho nruggle for poliUcal refol'lll with tho 

fipt for the taa hour day. ADd tl!a:l; iu why be wa.a actin 1D seeU.g 

th:t the ~iu'iia uvrnopoaderio~ aOmmtt-t•os ani wor.kers eduoatioDal 

eooiaties that be aad hio lit!>-long c_ollaborato"' Fr:l.odr:l.ch Eng.>lo 

had organi"'d ohould diasol'to Sato a oOlii!IIUI>iat party when once ouob 

a party ·had. ariaen, But now that tho party wa.a bar•• and all tho 

'dialerlio \l'llB ooac&Dtrated iD .!!• wl>at did tho Ya.ricue hndenoif.a marm 

and how ehould the ohallongo bo bbrtled at tile bourgooieie? 

From lll43 to 1047 he was aearobiDg, 'but ho ,.... still 110r1 or 

leeo talkiDg to himaalt aad a tew others liko h!m. Hew muob of the 

Paat w .. ..till in them oan btl oeen trom the tirot draft ot Jla.nitooto, 

.... utm br Ellgelo ln the form ot a Cabohicm u it .they Yero n:I.U 

Then Jlarxloapt to......,.d wtth tho organization Md ioauad tho 

oballeago wh:l.ch 'I.e this day ba.o not boen aurp,.oead, For uo ~0 l
7 7
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trMing tho origina ~r Cnnitnl, tho hiotoric l>""'Phle~ has th
11 

following 

si"'if"iconca, 

(1) llarx count.•rpooea the "aponta.,.eo\la G>•ganillltion ot tho 

sooialioto• "Future history rosolv•a 1toolf in thoir eyo• into tho 

propagandistic and praotioo.lly cBJ"rying or their· oocinl plano," He 

then throwa at them a savage accusation• poople conconlad with plnas 

instead of tho ""t"ol. mov..,ont of tho p.-olstariat are bowd 1o ond up 

With tho conclusion that the bost poesiblo plan or this. boot posoible 

eoaiety is the bourgeois plan, This ia. the first rough ekstah of 'llllat 

'11111 become the axis of Capita,l-the despotic pl011 of oupito.l aa 

B.!llinst. the plan i!'herent in tho coopsrativo rom otlabor. 

( l!)Amone: the bourgeoia aocia.lists U..rx mention• "the 

wooncmiat•"• To free himooli eomplotsly trom his horitmge of olauaioal 

bourgeoio economics Will ta1tti him ~ ilia noxt otage of the dovolop-. 
. ' . 

mont cfCapitnl, "Tho Oritiguo ~f Polikl li:co"~· But already no"' ho. 

posed the problem, 

(3) lla.rx'•\ tb8a1a that all history is tho history or . . 
nlaos liti'Uggl" iB inoep~le from the dietingu~.ahing III>U'k of tho 

. : .·.1 .'· : • ' • 

particular olaao st!Miggle 'or th.t, proletariat unde,. capi·osliom. llbat 
' \<If_·_. . : ~ 

t ... , : ....... 
distinguiohoei ta Bti'Usgle f'tDild1llat of tho slave or the aerf :lo tbllt . r' -.". 
the soncl!tiol18 of produetio,;,}~.;~ho modem fa:tory 1G euch that, to 

·r,:..-··· 
lllllllllcipata itself, it 11111at ..ma..a:tpato humanity P.8 a. wi!Qle Nld l'.i-oa.k 

onoe and for all With exploito.tiCII of 11!311 by mono 'l'!lio iu o. political 

!llallifouto of' thoea conditicno, but to 011aly1& the•& oondit!.011a fully 

Will load h:l.lll into tho factory itself nnd the labor proc~teo. it19lf Will 

thue boco.e the heart of the Wholo of Capital, Only thuo sill fiJmlly 

end the d1Vioio:4 botW8on politico, ocon•mice and philoooJ>b7 llhich 

plagued him in hie lreal: tram bourgooia aoaiety. 
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. ;.•: .c·: i:,_, ':.:- -'~:-.c n.:.·: · .J:r:.-.... ~,:,;-;·-:c<; -~- ·.-,, i :"_l.:.J."tlli~ :.::\:;:,~::.. _, .... 
J~; i:· :•• •(.. tl! ' .. ,.,. Jov-· fr!'c ···-.r:: ,·jtl!.d. 'Joi..ildl1 1 t let 1:!0 put dovm 11 V'~:lc-t• 

--~.:t-ed.· ... li.:.•:~·· ~:::: ·-. c~r.:r .ct;:i-L::·.tio!1 v:1 1cn \i~ cc.~~ll:,· C;tJ.1C ·to f;_ce th·J 
~-u1)Ec~ ·~·~·::·.t n~.co .... ,. 7,uJ'•1 l:-:.c~: ta -~~:-~ ';'<1',_': 1l~; !lHc:h t-.:: I dioli..J;u t:v~ 

' . .";:Jl·l: • .. n•: X ::-r:··.li::o >o·: r::-~·"!..:!.r.Jt1• ::o :j,_\o:;. l1cco:'1') by !::il)·/:i.i!.:~ t,::c J' :·;~ rJ.f' 

·::;.; 2: _:-..L-,...~·.:c:~ ::::-~ :~:·-.---·.t :• ~~-·_f"!":(·'."•:·:· :·-~ +'-:·: ~-; .. ~ J. ·~ ·"t···l·,~ ~)f l~.:.b!:'!' !~=·-~ u:' 
snicr:et• ;"f1Hl!i i-:; "L.; fi:·D-~. ;:Hl:.;t!': ,:u::~ bec·:u~:o it l:.c!:::~ t:·:o cl-.J·i~y --~H.i 
::ro:!'u:1•-'-it:· o)!' t:;·· 1:._-~,:,:- ~·:~·:olo_;-·:~o:r!:. !':-:;r:::ov:·r, ju. ": l:cc· _u:;:o ·::o' rc ::.11 
r~;, ~:":1''. rt ·.~·-;.-::: · · .T:·d . .:;_, ::J;l." :-n,F:'' ·.:~ , .. t. ~.:o;h: :: it:, ·::•}, ~ ·.il to r•.: · ~ 5. "': c "'~!L t 
·~h::.t '.T.s t::c !Tf1~i;r-; l.!.:t!: -~ . ., t;l" ;~:-· :~1. :;;-~J.i"L-u_; .~n 7.',,) c:.tcq~or-:-· ..,~· l:.'e>OL'• 

I'11 -t .. .!-:~'11" ti~o ::l!J~ to ::: ·.:: ·_:1;. thi., :-;•.~c·.~t~'·~ l :~no•:J +.h ·:t j'OU 
o:::.ra· for J.'IJUcrb ell lc:-;~ t:).•n :r 1'':1:· ·th 1.: c:'.l'.~T-~!.;,., );~-J· ·;to r:~t:;t not niss 
:-'.lly i:1tr;rm.adi· .!:'~' li \!:: a:·.U 5v.~·t · .-- tb.c 1ntu!"C• of l :.r.o:" c::nci t::1rou;;i1 m·:m.oy 
c:.•1:~lyr:ic, r;o -!.;;1'1 !.>.r;:i ·n Ui~-.J.(·C ~ic C"::":C no-~ -:lircct fl'O:': ;-:or;ol but t..'tl':aae.t.x 
frcq F.c;·al t.r.rou~:h !·'N<t:rb::ch tn ~:~rx. 

Of courso you r:-::--~lizc the:~ th~: G(;.ti'!~D:-\!.:;b;~ which ! (!O :1o-t 
aven mclttioiL Yti.ll be l!e::.lt "Jy you ~iust bei'orc-. ~~·e ret~ch the cniTI·;~vl!:. 
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I!-l!AR.X Alll' niCA!UlO 

1. . LiVing VB. Dead labor 

In br~!1ld.!1C fro~ b.:::::ra;o:oic ~oclct.y l.fa.rx huo o.lao brokrm with 

olAsaioal political economy v.hich h!ld matured no u ocience ~!2.!:! the full 

er.;ta.blishmOJnt of tho factory system that produced crisoo Wld violent olasy 
i 

at:rue;glea no the .!,ttY nf lira· of tho new modern induotrie.l By':!te!ll. 

Th~· underlying tl.B!lUtaption of tho gror.:.t bourgaoio theorist who htul 

given olaasical political economy ita final imprint wna ~ oonaopt tlat 
11

Econotd.c uaD,n would knoW' how to achieve nutil:ium adW:."lta.ga ·for· himself lUJd 

soeiety if ho wor-e· only !'l"'e~d from f_eudal l"estrictinns and govormnental 

intQrte,..ence. end allawod to 'function within tha £rwnowork of fil'<>o co"'l'lll;i

tion. Yet thi• no• economic man ••~ned not io bo the result o! n hi•torio 

prooea•--~h8 die solution of· tho f'eudo.l ordor--but the atn.rtin~ point of tbo 

nat11ral order . Da:rid Ricordo oaw about him. This economic m!!n was ·the ideal 

of this etorno.llr .,1111 world which hnd unfurls~ nel>' !o!"co~. of produot1o11. 

1J!!..sroateat i'orco of production W«o lAbor. With .th:!.o. epoch• 

maktng discovary thnt the aourae of all wealth wns 'not something outeid! 

IIWl.• .lib precious motala, ll!nd, or fo~.i~ trade, but the activity of man 
himaali'••l.llbor, olaooiaal poll·tioal oconoml' boought out tho inner aontradia

tiono of tho economic syst'!"", thereby revealing the olaee r-elationship bri1no0l1 

oapitnl nnd·lnbor. In fRet,. the grontect flaw in this boUrgeoia eoon.ol4ioo 

·was the.t it oould~•~t;la~h~{~~t'~~~~t~~ .. ;~~it~~~· 'W:!t~w 
Ricor~J.nn theory :lla imprint of sciWlco wno hio aingl.ing out of the econOIII!c 

law of 'lalue and proving the.t. it WD.s as compelling " phono"!enon. as tho 

outward f'omo of rogulution of f'eudation. It thus gave nn intogratsd .vie\f 

of the economic system anlled G~pitali= a.."'ld wh.i.oh ;;Q ftionrdo waa "the na·~UJ"&l 
order ot aoalety". 

Rioorda syet;....,tbed eoonomio thinkin1,1 but l8 ft tho. labotor. O)Ui; 
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of the analysia. He novo~ once onte~od the feotory to ••• thi• ~borer ~t the 

point or production, In revolutioniling the OODe&pt or YO~th from prOOiOUI 

metal to labor, Rionrdo had r~venled the ~ oontradiotiona of th9 eaonomio 

syetom and thorob:f the rela.tionohip or oopito.l o.nd lo.bor. But in rduo:ln.g 

tha sanorete reiationghip to an abetraction--vnluc--doad lnbor, he lett 

no room tor turther devGlopmant. 

Yorx o.t onoe put hio finger on ·~he limitationa or bourgaoil 

aoiancaa "But ha.?ing recognized labor, thiJ function ot m.on, as 

• ,: ·-_·-. -.. -:.. e,,.,..~ 
: ~.,,... . .~:.·..:~;;-~"··_ ''"""""' ~~ 

c ::·:.~111 
· --- -:-~ .. :.:.:_:.:,:;;::·:~~-.ltaprinoiple," wrote the youns.i~::~ .... in the Econordc-?hiloa~:-:1~~?'4-~~r~:-:J 

. . ---- ........... -~~-
- .. . "politic~ economy in aotuo.Uty·!Nt.foatod mnn beonu:Je procl.3sly. ho conuiatently 

devolopec! all contrn.dictionu or pri'Va.te property." 

llioardo hndlookod at tho ,teaulta of ='o l·~bor-goodo, proporty,•• 

U!U'X turnPd to look nt the activity itsolfo llo isolatod'labor from property 

and began to eso.roh tor the oontradiotton in labor itself, Ho ~ c~letoly 

I 
1 
l 
l 
I 

[.~! . Wld thor~ushl:r opposed to vulgar CO!IIIIIU!Ii.., wl:ich thou\lht thnt ·a ·mer~ tro.nscon-

danae or priw.t<t propert:~--ohnnging crclll!d the havoc ond havo-notD-•11\luld 

' ~.! libare.te tho laborer., No, What 'lm8 nneded Wile the abolition of tho oapitaliatia 

te>., of lubor·~Glla.ted labor. I:. ';mrm't only tho products <;>f la.bor tlat 

nre alienated fror4 him, but hio very activity wr.o an aliUD aatlYity. To bo 

a oos :In a ll!!lebina illli't h"""""' By lB47, in w.ge-LR,bor and C"P!ii!!J,L!Arx had · 

further oonoreti•od thiB concept o£ labor, ahow:lnl! that bohind tho mutery of 

oopital oVDr_ labor, was tho. mastery of dead labor over liv'..ne; 11\l!ito · 'l'hv.s1 

(l) it """ not nature tbnt f'B.oed man u an ..u.,. powor. It """ 

an nliflll powar ho IWasalf bad created, lilltdri..U. ed, aaoiii!:Ulcted lnboi'J 

(2) it wu not tho miiChine, but '"""'a rela.tion to _it, that 'fta 

'ths moving Pl'inaiple. C6Dorately, the oontrndiotictl botftlltl th<o productive 

forces end the oapit~ietio production rela.tions • 

B:r phoing thie aoni:rndicriion in tho aonte~ or evol')"thing, by 

including the llep laborer him,.lf 1n the ocienoe of eoonom!.ce he tro.DIIt'ormed 
• 

politioal eoonamy tr0111 n study of things, auoh a was••• money, profit., to
1

,.
17

r.: 
aooi~ • ' 1 ;) 

od ellA.l:veie ot/I'Cillltiona1tllo relcttion or W!ll!O"l~bor 011d capital. ! 

• 
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~o Ricardo, however, labor was not living 8Ubjoot , but Ciro 

!J!~t!l!lc&, He nev&r moved tram the spot wharA labo:r.'" ms tho JlOuree of 

value. Itwns aa :l.f the function of I!IDl'l could be <'isG!abodiod from 1111111 

' who the e~ore WE~alth he oree.ted the poorer he booWlU)~ 
If Ricardo evor looked at tt.e laborH/oioro thon once it WWI 

.• only to apeak with the voice ~ ~1\ ·~duatrial1at anxious to owoij.'~·:·';tt;F':l 
'"'"'·-~;~ ' ~- ; . . ; .. J;_~~-~~~:\:_;.:;~-;1!: 

1~~ -a•9~-.a.w9.y a.ll restrictioM :of" -flta mnrkot !!!!! ·tho supply o~ i:ubO~~-:-:~-~F''J.i._~f-!1 

But, although ho W!lBno t botnorad by the fuct tr.at tho workor J!!!!!· to aull his 

. capadty to lnlor or otarvo, bo at tho so"" timo dido't doubt that inoqWL-
,,.. ,, . 

lities, hardships, diocomforts voulct cu.tuppe~ onc-o therb 'TID.G production 

and yet 1110ro prod~>1tion. R1c!U"do attribute-d any U:ration8.lit1es in his 

rational oyotm sithor to lart-ovors £rom foud'<lism or bsc:~~~oe of govenmict 

interterenco. · 

. Ricardo to"\'h1• froedO<l, rroe compotit:!on, t'roa trads sorioualy. 

Hia democracy however, """ strictly .!!.~ production, 11t tlJa polls, befOl'o 

th~ law, in tho markOt. Ho favored pa1•liamuntnry roform, and th~ Poor . . . 
Lawr Ho urged rapot.l not cmly of tho Corn tnwo which i's:vorad tho. mono:palietio' . . . 

'.wtdlord but also tho Combination !D.\VB l'lhich ·forbad l"bor to unit~ and 

· favored tho industrialist. Ha no nt one. Wld tha GD.tle tiuto mo.naou and main 

prop of tho beurgooioio. 

Rioardo novor doubtod that. unho.nporod ;>ro<uction nulcl 

olimi~ to all evils loft from f'ormer rogimos and rig!1t ull things in this 

ndur .. 1 'orld of hi•• I'li ia true th<lt in tho aocond oci:Ltion of.llio 

Political EoC!l9!!ly (l8Zl) ho did .1!2!'.!! tho contr~diotion b.>tweon tho aciomaa 

or tho mi>Chino lllld tho !14tual roc!uncluncy of lr·bor·. illlt thut 11l1811°t a 

aontrs.diction thn~ d<minatod hie thollflht or ao"l'alle<i hit! to pl:u:~ the 

cot11z'lidiction squarely in tho cOll.ter of hio Vtorld. Hio thillking ""'" osson

tially Kantion. 1 7 7 6 
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In aepnrating htmselr from clnosioal political economy Ua~x had also 

soparo.ted himself from tho utopian socialists who though·t the theory of 

value 
11
aocialiat• and should be ••uaed"• Davelo'F!!lent, he told the utopians, 

takao place not through intellootual achoma.o, but through actual REVOLTS 

ot liting man against the eond..1..tiona ,t produet!on ~ich ~ra not a; all 

eternal, but hio·toric, trllllsito!::£1. What th~t moY&Mellt, and yOU 'llill ftee the 

way, tho only way to abolish wuga slavery. 

The flawin the Ricardian theory--tho tact that it lett ,l!llly I!!!plicit 

that U labor waa the oourco o.t all velua he was th.,.eby the source of surplus 

value (p>•ofit)--made it"nat~a•ol that those intolleotuo..ls who ;>lac•d themoolvos 

on the aide ci the proletariat, seised on· the contr~diction.alrendy set up 

for th8ll theortltically."' But, co~tinuod llo.rx, tharo was no substitute ·for 

tho historic pOYemobt it produced. Labor· isn't something Btatis, although 

Ricardo laoh at it a1 such, and capiUl.iOI!I isn't What he thinks either. 

It is not uadroazod or expansion or the produo ive forpea· by means of more 

Wld more mchineD, but by ,...,.. or. 1111.chineo which are plaoAd in a t&ctorx 

in 'Chich there is barraok-l.iJiu disoipli.'le or 1a'bcr; = d long hcw·s ot 'it. 
. . . . . . . ""'Y bs . . 
Ita Ullhampond productie tlllaru....,.q,t" unrestrictod by feudaliem or 

. . . 
. gonnm:ant , but it is restricted bychlld labnr, uno,.it!l!'y, foul working 

con~itiono, and l!l!'ly death. Because he aees froedmo as freodom of competi

tion, d"'oc,·aoy ae voto. to out apecinl pri Yileges of roonopolist!.o lUdlorda 

he sou harmouious progreoa. But the truth of on!)italism ia the oubJeotion 

ot the laborer to the aaano ot production and !1~11'!!.,. thoro is not ha!uonious 

proF•••• but oolllltllllt orioos and revolts. 11itbout which in faot capite.li'"" 

itoelf e&l!lot develop. The revolutim sry feature of that oyetom of produc

tion ia ~reoiadly that it muat constantly revolutlonito the means of produa

tlen and with it tho relations of produotion B.lld society itaolf ie in 

contant turmoil. 

The 1848 reTolutiono once B.lld tor all put an end to tho droamu 
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of col!lprcmioe of tho bourgeois do..,orata, tho plans of the utopian oocialiota 

for tho l!Bsoea tl:..,solves entered tho historic otago and wo\lld not Uoten 

to thsso intelleotuml plannor~ or tar-a~y ntotiao. They would rather have 

maaa power here. 

But ~ith tha deieat of thoee first masu praletari~ outburmts, 

a new crop of' plannara came il'l.to ths aooielist movement. llarx rotumod 

to a further study or the contro4!otiono within labor itself from ~onoe 

the next movement would come. He W.18 soon a.bll) to oplit thn.t categor~, 

not abotraotly and philosophiaall:T as in his concept of alionated J.e.bor, 

nor as product. accumulated lAbor. But the innermost die.loctic of laborJ 

_itoa aelf-davolopmont ~evealed that within alienated labor iiaelf there ie 
hUI!WI . 

tho ooncrate ~o•itive fqrm f~r its ~bel!ti~~=;c~c:Gto/labo~-v&~&us 

abotraot oapitBlistio labor. Thls JIO'IF break•Up in the category of labor 

""uld not ravaal all its inner f'aoato until the proletariat buret forth 

in .a 11ft or~nioational revolutionary, form--the j"arie Commune, and we. will 

not see it. cle.arly theoretically till Capital io pubUslted, Dllt already 

in the qlliaaoant l850o, 'lfl'appod in the theory of: monoy, 

question in. hio O!!ITI_QUl': OF POLITICAL l::cONOIIY, 

.. . 'A go.od way .+.c view the CRrriQUE 01; POLITICAl ECO!IO!lY 
. ' ' 

Yuntago point of Lenin°o IJ.il'>:RIAI.ISII, In 1914-16 the prodomin!Ult ph~nomonon 

thnt ooni'rontod Lenin was monopoly .imperialism. In J857.;,9 the prodomine.nf; 

phenomenon was mona)'"• Junt na ·!;he 1ftU" rna.do raonopol~ the. tranai ticn point,, 

oo the f'inimoial crisio mads money the trlllloition point, Because noi thor 

in l9J.6 nor in 1859 had the pl'Olotnrie;t bur•t forth :Ut a for>u absolutoly · 
to 

oppoaite to the oopitnlistic one, it wns not oloar~t theoo transition 
1871 the Comt11111o appoiU'od lllld in 

pointo WDuld mow., Whon in/1917 tho Sov:!oie tt;ilOIIUII!!x those groat 

l'evolutionar-.r thooriots would move wi tit 7 lenguo boot•• But ao 1·~ l'lllothey 

knnnot eo muoh oonorotoly whnt thoy 1foro for ns what i:hoy ""ra l!lgllinGt, 

Lenin, in fighting againot KP.Utskyiam, ws laying tho groundwork also for 

tho ltor fight Rgnim t Dukh•rin, !lnrx, ill fighting •.go.in.-t !'roudhoniom, 

was laying th~ groundwork for tho fight n$lninat tho otntc 

fA9Aalle, 

eoo:lL1ll.om 0 r 
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2. llonoy for all 

Nothing oroatoo quito so many etr ngo noti:ne in tho mind or tb.e petty 

bourgooio aa the daazling eight of gold. Rroudhon, to whom contr,.diction 

110.11 merely "Bll ab1tract id01111 ~ather tlv;,n -the tt.atu.al eb,sq 11rtrue,glt'; O!!'!!.-

calved or tho notion t!at to find equill.brium betwoon opp.;uing forcsa all 

one need do is diecover the "right ideu.11 • The "right id!fla11 waa aomf!lhow 

to mako money avnilablo to all--"!roe orodit"• Cepit>llist private property 

1n ita mo1t mom trous rona of the facrtory could 't.e proaorvad,. and oz.tendad,: 

and thie: be dubbed"IIOaialisaa•. I,., all aerioUIJJle~s Proudbol!. hs.dpropoe~d 

that tho workers •avo up omall oharea, oot up warkohopo. by giv!bg up 

"intor.at and profit" ooulcl aoou "buy" all oepital o£ tho beurge~ioio. 

Au Engelo put it, "Rothschild ! Oo. are more amnteura oomp~oo to theso 

aOloaaal sharks." 

.Luclioruoua ao these ideao isound today, in induotriallY'"rotarded 

Franco of the e.irly 1850° ~. 'tiber~ the t:vpioal oato.bllollllent 'liaS till lllll1ll 

lhopf the typical industrialist, pottn the t:rpical poasll!lt, amall1 and tho 

typical b":t a wemi-proleto.rian, an lu..,cliors.f't workoror and wt.ere innlimorablo 

small ariiwtio inaustrios in little workabopo s~ll oxietad, Proudboni~ 

oooialloma took root and had quite a following. Uorx aet out to doatro:r 

tlli~ purious" aooialilllll, and, in ·tu.rniug to ·tho quootlou o£ DlOi>oy, .folllid 

lie 11uot again ooono to grips with Rioar<lo who< o thoory of money ho had here

tofore followed. 

Ricardo's grout discovery that ·tho value of a ooi:II!!Odit:r 11!lB the 

labor (past ll!ld prooent) inoorporate·d in it and ·the ~••ultUilt eonoluo!.on 

that gold, like IJ.I1Y other oollll!lodity, was ouqal to the labor-timol1i$. took 

to mine !4 wo.s pli0.:1omOIUJ..l enough to have bud llarz o"orlook 'tlboro Rioardo 

wont orr this etraight but hard path and tako a dovioue, ftry pppooi te 

point II dew. You tirat did this in the 1 SOe and to1111d th~>t Rioarclo 

had in tho question of ;aonoy draggod :In tho marke~internati!!!!!!l oiroulaticm. 

Ricardo bimoolf had thought he had get aWRy !'rant the ourl:'ao• ·IIIW!teotation. 
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of tbe ""'r~et, and Marx l!~d up till thon certi!J.n giv3n him oredit tor it. 

In ret~nin& to the quoation of ~onoy, however, it became eloar that 

Hicu.l'do hadbrought tho mc.rkot o~raight b~ck :l.n ~hrough tno :l.nternationo.l 

door. ''It Will bo ea.ay to prove, however," wrote Marx, "tha:' the a.ppnront 

mP81'lituU..· of tb-a scale does r..ot moJce his i\mdamont~.l ideas less diminutive.," 

Ricardo tho ooiontiet had oapitullltod to RiciU'do tho benker 'l'llo 

bad thrown aoide tho theory or value aa it applies to gol~ and in tho ctock-

murkot actod according to capitalictio horse-6enoe until ot oour•e, periodi

ca.lly the atocke ·came t\lll"vlJ.Dg down. Noverlhele~au i"innnoial criooa in 

Ricerdo'a times were more or lees isolatod economio pbenomena. But the 

l8ll5 and 1836 ori••• proved to be "the groat utomo of tho world marll:et 

tiob wore dioahOl'l!ing tbanoolvos. The 1857 panic obouldbavo 11111de oloar 

even to Prouclhon that where labor baa created DO Yaluo, not eve Jay Gould 

could lllllli:ia trllDoi'ona falling railroad stooka into monsy. But tho pott:r-

bourgooil intellectual who was not subjoo·tod to tho deapotim of tho factory 

r•!uaed io a.iur.n io the prooeas of production Where all crl1ee origtaate. 

He not only 'II'Ould no.t turn to loak d the l"bo,r proog•• but he ,.nt:!.nuod 

•l:t.li soh-• "to organi.oe exohaugo" while leaving tho oolll!llodity intact ao 

Yet, as llarx ahowa, it io p.-ooiaely thu dualitx ot thiallthint', 

the fact tbat :l.t is at ono and the asmo time e. uao-va.l.ue and a value, that 

baoproduood tbo divioion of commodities into co..,.,diti•• w1d .money. For 

hi• oo,....dity, tho capitalittt wants to buy not another uoo-value, but money 

which bUfl ~ "things". Ygnoy io the "mediating Movement" betn011 tho 

duality in the commodity. Yet prooiaoly booauso tho duality in tho OolllliiOdity 

!o it~~lf but a rafl~otinn ot the baoio oodradiotion·-tbe two-fold na~1~e 

ot labor 1toolt.,..tha ~Rpitaliat tindo that this inatrumor.t of oiroulation 

doee not got him out ot tho battle in th3 factory wlltro tho oonoroto lnboror 

is 1n oonotant revolt agaiact being T:illlm 1111ci ,.,.do to produce not aocordmg 
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1t> hio llbillty but nccordhtg to vo.luo atiUldarllu-!lO I!I!U1Y po>" d11y0 pOl' holll'
0 

pur minute. In our ago nny "b!,okw-.:.rd wcrkors" fora whoil1 these .llltollootual 

f'l'O\tdhona US thny tell the! l" i1,.uthorot. "If you. don't got thr.:.t timo--Btu4y 

man orr my neck, ;: IJtUllOt Wo:tk ae I ploa.o!J, I oa.mot \YQrk u.t un.•· 

So long ~ JL~ contlnube, thu viclouc circle of ~noyr 

l) inoqu>J.ity, tho inequality botnon ·"h"t a workor io 

~oraod to produco a.nd- whtlt ha gf.lte, 

2) dl!!erouc~, tho difforonoo b~tweon the tact thnt ono ~ 

only one comoc!ity, lilbor powor, is Ol:lbodiod in. a livir.g peruon ~.U 

.2!.~1 oonmio~.itios 'ilhoso vo.lue is statio beanuso it is matorio.lizod la.bor, 

3) oontr!U!iction, the contradiction \.at .. een the conorete 

labor ll'hich ie 3. natural funotiun of IIUil1 and thu abstract ls.bor llhioh !8 

ti capita.lietio !'orciltg or o.ll c=roto ls.bore iuto -onu abotr11ot '"""" oi: 'flllua 

-!ll'ld surplus nlue. 

Tho diricionoy in UI\=QUE is thll.t, in proving its point 

about the duality ot tho C01l11!lodity,. abs·tNct l:<bor appo•:-s more like "" 

labors w!Jich llarx will •o llllU!tori'ully deocribo in CJ\l'IT./1,, · l1ln t Uarx liae 
basic 

· acoomplillbedis·~ tho/queati.on of tho two-fold nnturo of labor, ard 

brinDng us blioli rro,. :&iu.x glittering money to tho eve..,...day oo!ll!T.ccltty. 

The :tetishiam of the ooiJJJIJOdi tr-form, hawevo,., has ltOt :rot fully rolee.sed 

its grip i'rom all who liW> in tho comodit~~world until the pralet...-iat 

out burst of 1871 Will- ariae to overthrow th•tt world. 
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IIIHilJIRX AIID l.ASSAill: 

One hundrec' yeoro uft.er tho pul>.l.ioution uf tho Oa.:.!UJ!Iill' UNUFESTO 

tho bourg~Sois economiota were t"nraed tn turr.: i;~ !t tc coohcw it i= -th::,;t 

Uarx could call the cards on every major prablem tha~ r~ces uo toddy tr~ 

high prices to low '.UfL8.e.s, £rom monopolr to unemployment to at~ti:t'icn..tion 

of produotion, from over•roourrent oriaea to ever•re'l_urrent plana t(l. aottcn 

the impoDt of theno businooooyloee only to have all ond in plwmod wnro and 

uuplarmed :re"' lutions. The bou:rgoois thoorietioians t.hnt call themoelves 

"acedsnic eooJJomists• were full nt apologia& fer -turnillg to thia "nOD-economic 

document• til the grotmd that, although n politic.W. manifesto, N 'Oao a 

preludo to CAPITAL, W1 •economic work", . llut thoy no sooner .uttord that deatg, 

adi1111. than off thO) wont all over again to complain that tmt too 1• ou1~ 

wo1ghted by the •saoilil vision• of the !funifeoto thot that an actaal cooW 

ftluo,. living, fighting, and oonetantly revolting ia prooont in alll!vo;'• 

•ooonomio. oatogorieo," 'l'bose SMig bourgeois Dro bolaborillg the faot that 

it·na bard to pog l.lal-x•a tbeo_ry for ho bad included in ilia economics 

6'iorything from frioo trada and World ll'lll'kot, to the labol" movmont and paM)' 

politics, to rovolutiouo-all revolutions, industrial, pol:l.tioal aooinlo Ho 

had thno tumod economic theory into historical rmaly~is and this into 

"prophesy", It aoods hardly bo added tho.t it iun•t !... social viaiou that 

!coops thOI!l poloa apart from l.!r.:r,..-they all h~ve !!!!!.!: aooinl vioion, . What 

alienataa them, I!Ad rightly, is the social vision that sayo the 'I<Ork8A'a and 

tho -ke:ra alom are tho ones, tho only ·ones, who oould overocao the contr&

diotioua, oruoa and wars of copitallam, To thio oooial viaiotl they will 

tlot bow, llltbough oivil!lla.tiou as we knott it bo th:rnatened. They are ever 

ready With now plonr of th&i:r ovn, all whioh end tht~.t tho wo:rkere oontinuo 

to nrt 11hilo tho :radical intelligentsia oontinue to "leo.d" and "plan", 

Thia movement of co.pitnl to plan is the mark of our- nga, 

although, as we lulvo •etm, in embryo it has boon ths oharaotel'iatio of all 

petty-bourgeois, llut it baa nevor had ths dil'ootly gougter~reyplutioaarz 
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olamont it now hao, lt appoo.ro, in .. brJOr t<or tho :l'irot tl.m~ ll'ithin tho 

sooioliot movement in tho 1860a in tho person ot Ferllin91\d I.easolo, ~he 

first "sta.ta aocial.iBt'*. 

The siztiea had oponod auapiciously with tho movemont or •orfo 

in Ruaaiu and slavoo in Amerioa. In 16~1 the serfs gained their em!UIIIipa• 

tian in Ruooia. and in America tho Civil Vlru: broke out. l.larx «illlovod tho 

·ororld events alooel7 and WilD particularly alated over- the Ci til War :In tho 

Ullitod Statos whioh bold to BOund "tho tocoin for the h'uropoan working clasa" 

ae the R8 volutimary War had •11ounded f'?r tha Europonn middle class." 

LaoaBlle, on tho other hand, disregarded it entirely bocauoo tho "Yankees 

ha.va tto ideas". 

T'rte gull" in thuee iWo olrl.imate oi the oi vil war iB not only 

as unhrid1oablo ao ware their two contradictory views on tho re.volt at till 

weayera 1B 1844 but t'ar mora dansarous. IY:U:IIII'ak;ltk ika7.tBul!at" • cdrl'enz 

10111111!1!& Tho ozoeati'Y8 enorg:l.oa of the mo.ture prol~t...-iat, 0"1!811ind, lll.eoip

llila4 a!id imitad by tho moohoniom oi the i'aot~ry itself,· ia now faomg 

hi -ibe I'IIAiio~· intollootual an one:uy asbitter ao tho bourgeoiaie Hoelf. 

We ean :!.n ·taot aeo ·t1>o olltliAea of ths full monatl'oaity of tho S:llliniat. 

ooUJitor-rno.lutian in eml>r10 in, the p>"otontiona ot th:l.s "'ould-be ibkal'll 

dictator, ""d it will all become an :lntogrul part of CAPITAL itsolro 

llarx had 'ileoumo clisoatiafiodtdth the CRITIQtllil, haddooidell 

not to oontin110 with 1 t, but 11'1'1 to an entirely now work o!l.llod OAPE' AL, 

It bopn at t!lft lind ot l.B62, tho year whon tho Gorman prolot.ariat too bopa 

to monoall Lo.aolllo had a 'plOZI, The plan cua to 1:p11a hr:lng prosauro to 

bear up011 tho Pruaaillll aboolutiot state to give ~oonomio aid to tho worker• 

1111111 would eri&blieh their 01111 taotor:leo. · Lo.saalo iewod a!\ appe."~ to tho 

Oormon ""rldng olaaat 

"Tho workingolasa must ootalilioh itoelf as ~ indorondent 

)IOlitiofll. perty and make its ologan and hanner--Univoroal, llque.J. and DireCI'l 
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Sllffrnge •••• To make the workingolans ito own ""'Ployor, thnt io the ""Y• 

the only way, by which this cruel and iron law (of Wlchangonblo minimum 

vagas,r)oan be aet aside. once ·bhe vorkingele.ss in .itu own omployer, 

the GOntrrurt betwc6n vugor. nnd profit dinnpponra. It 11.! thorGf"orc tho tusk 

ol the State to facilitate the groat cauoo. 11 

Thouaa.ndoor workers reapondod to tho o:1ll and the f'ormlll 

1563. In Juno Laasnllo sent tho statutoc ndoptod (unboknowst to tho workoro, 

it need hardly be add•d) to BiBlilarok with tho following noto1 " ••• this 111.11 

bo enough to ahovr ;you how truo it is that. tho \fl>rkingclo.ss ie .inatinctinly 

inllllned to, dlatatorship if it feels thnt auch will be exorcised in tho 

worklnaolaso interests. " 

No.., L:UJanllo W'J.o no orci.i.nary tra.i·tor. He · oould ·not ha'Ya 

·.' 
' " •, 

. boOtl boiJI)tt •. l!s fought for hi a prinoiploo and would hnvo boon ready to. die ;. 

tor thOIIIo But he simply waoinoa.pablo of oonoeiving that they(the workers) 

could· .l'ule. . He i'olt . callod upon to rule "for" them. !!! would load. They 

would aontinuo to labor in. ·the tactorl.ea. 
·, 

ll:.rz naturally knewnoth:l.ng of the lett~,. to 1!\lllliarok. 
like ac;;ions 

:Sld ~c\o and though;.;s/have e. logic of their own nnd Unrx:· r-aading _La_~llolA'rJ 

IJ'Orka, obaraotorised him thusa "Hie attitude i• that ot a future 11'orkore1 

diotator. l!e rasolTeo the ~uostion bot~ •• ~ labor and capital as easily as 

play. Tho· worhril IU'O to agituto for UlliTorsal '"'ff'rage and thon •end 

people like himoolt IU'IIIed with tho eh:!.ning nord oi' eoionoe into Parlillllont. 

They 'llill .. tabliah Workers. 1'aotorieo, for -.rnich the state 'Od.ll put up 

capital, 1md by and by those :!.nstitutiono will embrace thG wholo oountey." 

Think ot Marx' a stat,..ont "tuture workors diotator" and 

remombor that this wao written not in tho :1go ot staliniot totalitarianiBIII, 

but in 1563 which evor:rone ooneidered tho ~<go of •eoimce and dtll\loaraoy". 

llarx didll't kno11' about Laoaale'o mohinationo 'lith BiB!II8.1'k1 either. But 

he di<l kno'l' Las1ale' • illusion about this baing the ago of "ooienoe and 
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the worker", 'lith acienoe beinG :l.ncci'J'OZOatod llll ill .Y!! tntell•!!i."!!. 

tho loader, and !!!.• mnch:l.no and t'!!' 'lll>rkors .,..,.,!!.inS ;\n tho .l..":9..UT.l• 

It is thio tactory th~t Uarx turned to stud71 rojoctittg entirely laaoalo 

•puerile otutt"io "When I look at this work ot mine and soo how I haT,. 

had to turn everything round, how cTan the historical part is baaod on 

the me.torlal, aomo ct 'll!!ich wao quito unlmo11n, It•ls (lasa.U.le) and hie 

economio 8yatem all ready in r~s pooket aaems rether f.unaY••••" 

(To be cont:l.nueda UARX TUP.NS EVERYTHING AROIJIID) 
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HilT III··CPJ'ITALI:i T Dl!VU..OPI!ENT }JJDL!,\RX'S CAP!TIJ.., l86&•lBe3 

1. Tho Civil W•.:.r- in tho United ·M.u.tas unC. t.ho 
1.nternn.tionfll Wo::k~lt~en'.i! A!a~i.J!:tion __ 

Tharo wero a fe·:~ stupid :.t:trxilitE! in tho tinitad Statas who 1 -.mon the 

Civil \\'u.r broke ollt, eont.;.nted t!J01r.aoJ.n~~~ with FiE)ling n stti.tor.1ant thti.t 

-tel sl~.:.vory. ~urx wo•Jldhll.VO r.othi~.p; Lo d(• wl1.h those who \Vere quick to 1!1H.ke 

o. "genernl11 attack on sl:~ve~·y but r!lr.l'J.inec! uot~tint; but dir:intorented 

bystD.nder-c in tha uct,~:--.. 1 ci. vil wn.r th:.:.~ broko ou·t. il.s ho wu.n to write in 

C:.FTfALI 11 Le.bor in tho \)hit& &kin c:mnot be fro-a D~ lGng :as labor in the 

bln.ck skin 1o onolaved. 11 This was not el1 ugit&tional utat6ment but the 

ailaple truth. '!'he trade union movem'l!llnt in .oimoricn cieveloped i"i~St on a 

natioml aoale ~ the Civil l'io.r end tho giWlt 'steps labor 'till take 
aotivi~y ·of the 

then 'till bring :it· up to the level of thli/First j;ntemiliicnal. • . 

There 'ware thouoando of workerB in En8land, non~Uarxists, who held 

a monster demonatratiotl again~t their Govarmnent' s n.ttempt to ~ntsrvene in 

, thB Ci~l \~o.r in tho ~Tnitod Stutes on the aida of' the pro-slo.very. Sou~h··· 

Thi~ movomant t.h;r;;: .;;n.a intarGst.:o~ ii.'l anG follo>1cd vr•;·y oln::olt•-

In 1863 there "Ye.n un inuurro·~tion ln Pol-'Uld ag;dnst -tho Taarist 

Rue sian imperialist domins:tii n over·- therit. "Thin tuuch is cartiUD, u· vrote 

.I 

Uerx to En&6la, "The era. of revoluti ·.n nt lon~h ·h!1Db9en reopened in Europe:•• .: 

The turbulent '60s ll].ao engul!'f)d :'rllllctt. Napoleon I!I's regime 

wna shaken by the mWiy strikes .ttnd ''combina.-t.itJnsf (uninns) whioh kept 

springing· up deep.ite the strictest Wlti-Combinu.tion la.wa and ha,rohea·t prison 

ter::·u; for tha otrH:'irR. Louis Bonapnrto concoi vod the idea. of gaining 

th~ oupport of the workoro by giviug amneotY ·to a £!f!!. of the thouaar,da or 

thol\e impriooned for prt.rtit.ipu.til'n 1n etril:oe. At t\ia t.u.o:~e tima he announced! 

that the workers could eloct. thoi:- own clologfltes to o.ttend the Wotid 

Exhibition to be hnld in London in 1862 whero tho capitalists would diaploy 

not only thair mdehinoo, ruw matorialo and finished products, but also 
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their teohnicinns, ot,ltioticians ~ mm1ual oporc.tivea in orUe1· "to inspire" 

them to ovnr greo.ter production. 200,000 Vo:t'kera VC\ted in the FretJoh oleotion 

~d eant delegatee to the En~lieh CP.pit!.:.l. Onee thera the dologe.tion split 

t>nd eontueted tho Britinh trnCio unionr.. Thon'J workorn had oth~r iden.tl than 

to continue to work ~ls tht, capit -.lie:h orderC~C.. frat of the contact With 

the British tr·J.de unions, th!!ro IV\l'•f, first, joint· a.otion i.11 favor of tha 

Polish ineurrllationa whc hn.d b~;~on bleodily pui. down, and th.;,n 'tho deoieion 

to e~ta.blish an "intcrnntionfll workin;~on's asuociation". '!'o ·that meeting 

in 1864 Ua:-x """ invited, 
' ·J< . . 

!!any write as ~he historic signiric<l.~ce of tho Intarn,tionlil 

Workingu:um' B Associrttion or, ns it :ta now knolr.'l, tho First IntBrnu.tioml· is 

t!::::t t!~;; "org-an1.-udn 1"'.-. Noth.thg could be i"uri:hor from the truth. It Was 

Uarx Who reaCsnized ·nt once the historic significance of this crystallization 

of ·tho Olllp:l.ric aots or .labor into a ne" fo,.,tion, At every critioal stage 

in the ob.loctive development of capitttl, tho oub,loctivo development of the 

. oppooing Ue:nont in ca~itn.J.i.,..•labor-tollo the specific· atago tho prcl&tariat · 

hna reached in ita atte:apt to ruors:mhe ooci"'tx •• 'l'hus the oranb:aticm.s 

tormad_it every ato.ge tell the ooncreta rlage of dovelq~Ant· oflo.boro It 
H 

·""• ono thing vhon ~ croated utopian societieo, quito something &leo when 

it built Chnrtism.and unioco, .and something else again when it roached the 

stage of an internatlonnl. organization. llarx ms always looking at tho 

re·rolts of the workers and· the orga:li:ationet they forced. He E:aid tho one 

mori t of utopiani•m was that it retlectod tho first instlncti vo dosiro to 

reorganizae Pooioty. It baomne ·a reactionary aect preci~&ly whOn this univoral 

aim to aeta~ieh a new cocial order g~ned new impulses f~om the concretely 

developing oapit~lism and ito revolt no~ took the form or tho f!ght tor tho 

Hormal working day whil& the utopian• in&isting or. preserving tho old t)'llo 

of organbation, J.larx, on the oth'r hand, prided hio!solf ~ca~•• whnt he 

h'ld Wl"'!.tten out for the first oongress Wile prooitJely wtaa.t tha w:.rkora in 

Ilaltimoro had already concluded by "correot-r!hotl.not"s "The u.~st and grw.tt 
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necessity of the preser..t, to free the labor of' this country tram uapitalistia 

sluverj is tho pacaage of a law by which oight houre eh::Ul be ·the nanntil 

working day in ull States of the t1morican Union. 11 .'rhe Congros~ at Gonova 

Dtatu1;en o~ 1;he lnt~rnnt:ional t;,~~t r.1~do it fi. hi:.1toric occueion. I"t. \'IU.a 

th.'Lt tho !naugur!\l ACdro'JU m1d S,.c.tu tos cliaclo9o•~ ~ t:W... concrot~ develop-

hnd fLchiov-,d and. \lh'\t it h~-td not f>.chio.vud. "t7ith the cier~ .. !l+.o: of the 1840 

revolution 8 !md bro,ll:-up of }Y.!.:-ty fJrga.nir. a tiona or th~ pr.,let~ixt, wrote 

~Jnrx, "the dreB.!'J. of OJ'l.'Ulciptition V;~llished boforo tho epoch of industria.l 

fevbr, moral maraem, and politicel rouctir.n.'' Und~r thoso conditiom tbe 

end, end ·tho growing mioorlr at the othfJl' pOlo.. Althoue,.'l capitulimn had 

euocoeded in bribing s~:'ll9 \Torkor~ a:1d tu:"lli~G them· into 11 po!itic!.'.l hla.cim"-; 

the revolts of the workers ..,,.. continuea and they di,d :.tohievec (l) 

. establishment of the T8n Houro Bill, thus placing itll pcili"ticn.l ecfln'omy' in 

. --lh~ pln.coe of the polltioHl .;cvl1!lft1Y of t1:a cnpi!u.llst iC:oologictc whooG 

pro~ituto cry wae that ''f'.ll" profi-t camcon_ly in tho lo.ni~ t_h;J_ llth ·hour. 

(2) \Vcrkers entabJ.ishedsome tJooper!l.tivo ructo~i~;>e, thuo provinc that . 

capitaliat mncagmnent ·~e useleot. 

~rl&lOii:i:I<X'I:II~~"<it:i:g:aoq%:DW:" 

(3) Since C<>OpOl"lltiVU faotoriea cannot ur.rest t~O growth of IUOI'lOpoliao 

therefore the worki.!1gclnna mur;t nim for rolitit'lo.l po•:tor, l'lith thia one 

reservation, th"'t th~ greca.t a4 ie ~oonornic oma.ncip~tiou, to tth!.cb 'SVery 

I•olitioo.l movenellt is subordinate o.s a rn131lnC. 

The groa.tneE'Is of th~ Af.Creoo is tha.t , :oturti.ng frot!l tho 

givon oottcrftte, and discipline-d by tho Vf.i.rlEd;y or forcou :1otl)03oin8 to 

11stnblieh tho Firnt In·tornn.ti.onu.J. from trndo union1stn to l'J''oudhonieto 

to unarohiota, it novertholeoa oont<dnod ~ tho i~plicationu at oo~uniom 

whan it deolared in ita statutoea 1788 
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"Tha.~ the etumoip!!:Uon of tho worldna ),.aQn.. .. ... 
Workl.l'lgelasecs th&nt&elveeJ that th ..... + o _____ .,. mu ..... ba eon'iucu-ed by tho 
workingclasees me una not a. atru 1: a .. :uf:gle fol• the a::w.naip~tion of the 
but for equal rights !111d duties gg an/~: ol;::~ prhiloe;ea and monopolieo, 

' no :t iti on of ~ll class l'uleJ 

"'!bat the econom!c:a.l IUbjeotion of the m . 
the moans ol JK•••cttas labor thut 1 nn of labor to the monopol!eer o! 
bottom or sorT! tude in all .it: forms D tha sources of life, lies at tho . 
tion and politiaal dependenaYI ' of all eociel lllisory, montal dogrado-

. "That the economical_ emanai a.ti 
great end to which ovary poii.~.i !ln lof the working alc.sace ia thor••for<i!'l!.IR 
mae.ns. • • •" .. oa movement ought to be cubordino.te 

m r,.., .. 
4JU II •• 

B:.:.t ':1-..n.t ~bcut llc::·::': CAPITAL": 

wa1 !tv 

.!• 'the Worki!u:t~d Un.rz' a Ct\pital 

Harz had been labortng o4 tho theory or au"Pluo value. Tu aaientifi

oally extricate· it tram being a mero il!nilioation in Ricardo' a theory. or nlue 
. . . 

idttrX found he had to study tlt& M-;±;:~cq-;d;_...Ju;: ~rking d.c.y I .bo'!f w:1ZI it 

dhidoll betWeen that part 'O'hioh """ neooooarY to produeo tho ~alue or 'labor 

power to pay tho laborer his ""-P• &lld the.t whioh produood. the eurnluo Yal.ue 

which tho odpl. taliat appropriated, But thoro ""'" nothing otatio o.bout. this 
. . . 

working day. Tbo otruggle to eotnbl.iah. a normal workl.ng day ""'" " vorito.blo 

obil war betfton capital and labor. Thuo to tho revolutionary theorotioian 

11reotling with tho theory of ourplua value the •more hiotorl.o oonnexiod" 

cliooloood1 

l) that ... ~itol1 ... '• "aingle lite :!J•puliO" to create ourplua nlue 

had led to ouoh U'4linlited expansion o~ tho 'larking day at tho long birth 

at oapitalioa, from the 14th to tho 17th aen~ur!oa, that it produood th~ 

pr1111&turo exbauotion Wld deal th of lab.lr ponr i todr • 18 ' _. 1789 
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It 11'1111 only labor's atruggle q; ainst 'Ilia ooU-deotruoti ve natura of 

capitalist production that savsd oociety, 

2) But dill tho in~ustrial r·evolution tho l.P-ot third or tho 

lBth century broke all l»und.,..-morlll und>>atural, age, aox, day, night-

it took the P.EVOLT or tho workingol1111a, thia tilllo 1mit..d andorganized by 

the mochaniam of production itae11·, 'io infuoo ortpl.tllliot aocioty with n 

~ eonsc!.ousnees Which madao it a. life a."'ld deu.th quest,.on !or bourgeois 

eoci&ty asa Whole compuloorlly to ohorten tha workir.g tiny. 

3) Howover, once the limits of the working da.y were sot the 

capitalist's "ware-wolf' htmger sor aurpln!J value" which io ~ the vory 

na.ture~ of produot:l.on ~ugbt a ~:r to axtVact ~ tho onma '!PIO!"ki'!e; _,,.,: 

ever graa.ter ·B.IIouats of surplus value. '!'hraugh constant ·rovolutione in j 

tho motbod of produotion!!!!!! through tho intensity or labor tho capitalist 

was 'able to ~more surpluo out ot labor "dthin tho limited working day 

TlJua wJw.t !larx e&lled "the ID'llro hilltorical COru?.tlrlpns11 EOVealtd 

tha l!eneral Rro\md.xe~k ot ca'Di!_all~~m to be thu n~~l2!:!_aa~ion qf ~!he wnrktnrr 

day Jpexomd .:the 64ao neoeaaary to..2roduce the Value of th~·.labor IJO!!r •. ·. 

That is 11o.t a poaooful proooos ~ th~ t•nctcry nora the ourplus 

io. forced out ot the. worko,. thraue;b tho dcuination or tho lliOChina and · 

tho factory olook. A»d it m~st oertail.ly ia 11ot a poa.ceful dioputa 

in the open olasa struggle where it trtkea the proportio~aot n veritable 
'.i'bat 

civil war./ R!oardo'• "bourgocio okin" didn't lot him sea thia atrugslo 

iB underatOJlcinble, Bu·< 11£1· hilllselr dicin't bava a ooction on the Working 

Dny in the tint drntt ot Capita1/ 'IH.W..tBlilii!P!.Ili!lltHrl"'lBIRU!itr.B 

ll'hsll h~ 'bagan to study the soionoe of tho mchin" and the degradation 

of the lubor•r, it is then thnt ho oleo how inelnotio a.~. tho ll.mita 

of the working day. 'l'bo working out ot tho theory o£ aurpluo value led 

billl to 11to otruggl;> of the dtvisi~m cr th• workins day l\11~ tha.t division 

into 'tho diyi•!.on of labor into concreto Md abotraot, Whm he wzoo~a 
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in the CRI'riQU!i:, 
about '~•tract labor/ it looked as if it wer~ an intelloctual ceduotion. 

Now the dominance of the m:J.chino \7Ver m~.!t ahowod what a. ~!£tt 

of all humun f~o~ultioa this w~s. For thoro iB no auch animal aG an 

a.batra.ct lt..boror. On.o !a elthor a td1or1 u :r.iner, an e.Goo~bly lh~cl 

'.7orker·. Ii: ie the ~.tnax dominnnn~ of ih-::· ~nchi!'le th~t fc::--ccu:; a.ll 

e ncrate lo.bor tc nroduce eo ouch in ouch a. such a tirno, no ma.tter what 

'tho 1nGiVidu:ll skill or ability is, into one al'otrl:lot 1Ill1Gs. Tho utru.;s:le 

tllor.. at the 'POlnt of pr,duotion botweon :::on.crete !t!'ld llbstro.ct labor iB 

what io reflected in thl'l ·stru{2lu of lnbor n;nin!Jt C:llJit·.ll for tho 

nomal working &::11 

"In place ot the pompous catalogue of 'the • inalienable 
;' 

righto of man' 1 
11 !f!\rx '..t'rotu in Cl·YITJJ..., 11 comos tha modest id:tgna. Chnzota of 

a hgally liml.tnd workins-day 11hich shall make r.lear 'whon the time 

Which the wo1·ker sells. io ended and when his own begins.' 9tw1tum 1!1\ltatua .. 

ab -1110! 11 

. Yarr.'s !"ull tranBcandc.nCe of :tic~~ proved thnt it r.•.sn.'t a 

' question otnot '1understru\ding11
• There are no 11ndsundorat.andino;s" itt 

history. ~ Hlstoric.ditfer~nceo are elasa dif!er~nc~s. txtwvvtnpm~ 

.;.;;d..,..."·W ~r·uduction tor -production's u~u without· rllga:oc!" ta thfi 

liirtltthroe• of w~alth producs:~ one thaoryi nnd bl:i.ndo ono · "" to ito 

implJ.cntionu. Prodnction VThich includeo thtt self-da'Ve~lopment .'lf men 

produc&a the Opposite thaory o.nd revnr~J. the othflr1 a ''bli.nd !:!po:.to".,. 

Thore io no mediating ground where "good men" oa.n clc:t.p up "aia,.mderntand-

~gu"• The revolt r.J,o.!!£!..iJwl~ .!!P..l>.lt..J!!!lr:!:.h.!:,[>w:l,n~o..£E,nditions 

which create tho birth-roes and tho idnnl~ 

The turbulBnce of tho c6co. hto closo obuorvnnce ot ~e 
' 

rovolts Wid tho org>U>bntione.l !orn illu.'l'.ino.tod hie thooretic Work With .' 

a light no intolleotu!l deduotione on~ Bubstitute tar. Hs wau now re&dy 

for his srent vork. CAPrrAL, as it wno publiaho~ in lllS7, io oubatruntillll!': 

the etrua~ uro we now hRva. But thoro ar'" two doticinnoioss ( 1) 
;~ . 
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law of concentration and aontralisction is not developod to ito ultimate 

form, and, a~vo th~t, (2) tho totiahi•m of t~o oommo4ity,althou~ it 

ha.s tllkO!'io soma gin.nt a.dw.ncee ovor thtJ CRITI~UK where it a.ppGa..red a. e:lmple 

CUltter, baa still tailed to l'lXpld.n the V.'HY of this fe.ntaotic f'orm of 

aP'Jit nrance of a productinn rol11lionslrl.p. Ho a~d that "only fred~ 

asoocie.ted labor" can 'tal:l" thiJ ve:U of'£. B1.0.t ·th~rn he stopr-ed for f'reelyv 

auaoci&ted ltlbor htld r1ot yet torn otf the vei.l .• 

3,. The i)1:tria Conmm& DaGtroyd th~ F&tiuhiom 
o! Commodities ~---------- _ 

Sooial. revolution brok-a out in Paris on March 19, 1871 'lh9D the-

ner·ubtic or Frsnce zho1ted itsolf 11u ready aa Ht.<poloon III to capitul,.te 

of Paris and was the first historic e:tteli!J't of th~ workors to o~tabliah 

a. workera atate. It laet&d ·only tWo mon·ths b<Jforo tho l'o.ri•l.sn worke~~ 

were moaoacrod ~Y tho bloodioot terror in history. But in those two short' 

CIODtha tho workers acc..,plish&d more ·mraolee thsn capitaliiD ib ae maDI' .. '· 

centuria~ in (:i.i realizing iull dmorac:r, anoi (~) r.olowoins !'11 the 
• -, how 

potelrliialitiee or tb> praletari"-t ·Bo th~t tho wo.-ld ooulcl ••• Iliad; fully-

liled INman 'beinga. ma....se their lives. Within t170 clays after ito tall, 

u..r.: doli'll't'&d an ltdQ-cou to tho Fi:-~t !nt.crnatiClllll Oll tl:e l'.i.etarie 

Sig!Oiticance of the CCll!1!111De. It is this deecripticn of tho ati'Uggln of 

the proletar:l.o.t for a D"" social order which re'Vltlllt! alan tho eeaence of 

CAPITAL in ita final olasaic for111o I add CJllphaeia when the upeoit:lc po!nt 

is cne that ehowu ito dialeoti.c rolationohip to CAPITAL and thorsby 

finally tears off the nil of b<Jurgeoia fotisbisms. 

First and f'or81Doet the Paris Colllllll!no did not take over but 

Si!AS!IIlD the csntral11ed etate power wi~h ite ubiquitoua orgnn• cf etanding 

army, polioe, officialdom, "prgana wrought after tho p~ of 11 !Y•!~~ 

and hiorychio diviaion of labor." In doing •o it g<>t rid not only .ot 

tho abaolutiet Empire but"the petlf'lmJ'tf1!'io r&wblic, the proper term of 

• 
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a joint-riook 89Dnmumt." 

In it• place it ootabliobsd tha armed poopl•, otfioiale at 

worldn~en' e wug.os and oubjoct to immsdiuto rociill, and n workbiJ!, 

not a parli~ontnry body of bure"uc~ats. ThR Co~e thua auparsaded 

not only monarchical rule bu:t claco rule 1tttelt, !·t W"J.B tho r..!J!!!:. 

In contrast to o.ll prov:ous form• of political rulo which wore al• 

w..ya reprea~Sive, it ftS a thrt·ougbl.y enansivtt political form, "th9 

political form at lo.st discovered under which to work out the cconomioal 

emaneipaticn o! labor. !!xcept on-~his lnet cJ>nditien the Co=uU 

Ccnotitutien would h"-Vto been il1 impossibility end !!. doluo.ton. ~'ho ·polit

ical rule CB!lJJOt COaxiot with tho po~etuation of hie aaoi~l &laVoryo" 

The OOIIIIIIUile thus eotabliobed the incoparnbilitx or politico and 

economioe and hence the f.irot etop t<> abolishing tho most monotroua di'li• 

lion or all 'IIIlich .~mprioee tho llttolo hi•tory of c_o.pitali ...... the iii vision 

bstweo mental and manual hbor. Capitalist 'jlarlimontnri .. bpt thio 

di'liaion alive and could do so boonuse llbile. tho bourgool.a goverll!llant the 

170rker&· kept on ~rk!n~ ~.1t e.: ~orkere· ~·~u:te a.~g. at thlii ab<.tlli.:i.on oi 

olaseproperty and tr~~~>otoming th~ DIEIIlllB of proiuction into mere in~tru• 

meDtS of •ftea 8.nd uaoei&ted i~bpr 11 ~ould. not, Ev1ry one beoomos a 

. worker and the "P'"'" Worker" beoanas the ruler. ThUe 1lhila work loaes. 

ito clneo etigm-'1. and bo~eft a way o~ life and •~lf-develoJZIImt so rom 

ot production, not even cooperative production, is lett out from under 

"worker• oo11trol"• With no officialdom, no stSJJding 11rmy, no poll.oe, 

the worker• th,..ottlveo •auld work it o•lt• N9body olea •en• 
did not 

Uarx then add that it/otreru and could not have ortared e. 

blueprint r£ t~e future. Xt merely ".W.h:!P.jh!..J!.lom•nb of the now 

society • " Here then is what the Conmnmo was• 

1) dlroct wnd e.otive participation of tho maeaoe in oantroll~ 

1793 
' 

• 

/ 
I 

i 



)lroduot.lon and public affair' 

2) =-~~procoi::l or ::. oooial hier<trohy by mnking all ""rk o.t 

workmon•s w:::tgi!III!JI th!l.t io suppreooion qf all buren.uorttOYf 

3)" uniticnt1.on of legi.Blc.tivo nnd exacutiva power in cme working 

body melltlt oloo control not only of rl.ho o.clml.al.strnti~o app11rntus but of 

4) JM:.d.mum o.otivity of =ce and the minimum for its olectad rO]>" 

resentative• who were at all timoa subjoct to rocn.ll. 

IT \VAS .. TJr;: TOO'AI.ITY OF 'i.'Hl: P.EOROt.!IIZAT!O:I OF SCC:lliTY THAT 

T!f!U."'/1 NEW !NSIGHT INTO Tf!E TOTAliTY OF BOURG7.0I8 SOOI.&TY OF C CWJODITY 

P!lODUOTICll. BEING Tllll SELF GOVF.JU!UEI!'r OF PP.OJllllERS A.~D SI.!I!SHING !lO'm 

VALtr.: PRIJDUC'l'IQI IS A FORll OF ORGANIZATION. 

U&rz tben roturnod to ?li<"1TAL, and to tho queotion "<lllonail thl!lil 

the myaUry ·of the - produat of la lor so aoon no it ao"""om tbe fol'lll 

ot a oommodity, ho answered aimply1 "Clearly from the form itself.~ 

Had value bam only aqollled lo.boz• it noed.no-e; ba~'e bad a faJ'ID 

otber than ita ba;l.;lJ.y tom-a product of labor wuld be. ~imply a produat 

of labor. But the .faot th..t a p,.oductlon of labor :l.a net juot !'- thillg, 

but a "aCIIIIIlOdity", that· it amoka a aocinl rele.t:l.onah:l.p apJD or :l.n th~ 

d:l.sgu:l.ae of. an exchange of thillgs, !!!!!! hr.a a re<1aalio Yarx now for 

tbe first *!me adcls the !!l!z of tbe fontaot:l.o rona. It ia ~- Wldar 

cnpitllliO!II nla.t!ono betweon _peopla ".!:.'m!lt..!r.t materilll relc.U6!1o bat

weon persona !llld ooc!al relations between th!hge." In a aoo:l.ety wen 

..... ia not IDilrier or the machine, "but ·tho mo.ch:l.na iu IDilrier ot him, the 

21Ull~perwrea relatione" nn~eu:rt\r•mypu find rz. form 

sui table to it. I't con. lto.ve po othor form. 

Valulf production :I.e thnt :!'ol'l!l o:!' or&!llluat!on 11'lliah dom:l.ra teo 

owr owryth!ngo ~'lloue;h the cociporo.tion batwoon laborers iopart of 

cnpitcli:rt: production itaolf, it cnmot be "" end :l.n iteelf, but llllist be 
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a. mara meant to tho ond ~: va.lue praduction. So ovary lingle thing tba.t 

idOU88 front thQ procass of production hbLB tl'B l'a.J,ue-torm. Tho ooz=.odity

~~itself is not a product of' tho mark6t. It arisem 

ut the poi~t o! production itself' wul ruflect tho du.nl "ha.rc.Cter or labor, 

The value fonu ot organi!ntion in the factory meaus 

dou1>otio .,len PI.US pervor&ity :,~· reltttt.~.u of aan to ma~hine. 

In the z:.:•rkot it moans fr•e CO!Opiltition PillS monopoly. 

Iu the Bt.,~e it means parli!ul!ent!U'y damcracy PillS 

empire beo!Wso once tho struggle io not ""'ong indlviduuls but <I'Jong 

olnooea and 111len it is o. qWJation of olaas th~ ..,.,ted <!omcc:tnuoy is not~ 

Parb that followed tho proletariAt recognized ""Pire to bo tbe"gnturnJ. 

Qffapr~" of the ]>!U'ty of olnes order, W>d ooneluded it muot be ~~

tho lal!pire l!!: the a......,. •• " Thoro is no middle lllld¥ road. 
' ' 

You do not Wiah to fDJJe this ~""11 t:r in . the co.....,dity 

a:al that _ie Why the tetiehiam of coll'!I!OM. ty ha;, you by the t!:.-c:Lt• !.!= 

ia saying to alus!.oo.l politioo.l aoonomy. l'ou CIUIIIot. movo i'.ro:u it at all. 

!!ow th·.t ~-.: :f'ully tr-..noccndcd Hicaro hu cc.w th.t P.icardo not only 

"deviated" 011. the q•JBeticn of money, but thilll greatest produotioll eccm!!l4id: 

. of the bovrgaa1da bad ntver got -r f~J!'l!..the_ll!!!.-!'ket Itt all, They not 

cmly never ooitored the tutory to aeo ll2!!r_ labor """ producing ita p1-o;tucta 

'in the term ot Coiiii!Oditioa, the knew tho ~ of yo.lue only. by the way 

1 t expro .. ecl itself . in the mar~et whan it corao crllllllins ovor their hoada. 

llarz adds a ou'lrtle 'but biilarioua footnote. You nnor pa.l.d an:; a·ot011ticn 

*o the to.,. ot Taluo not only because jGu ·.rero concerned only with ita 

mgnituda. But. it is tho JllliToraa+)'n;.';ir&to of tho whole being and aou14 

of oapitali~ You thorotore.cannot t~cand your hiotgrig limitations. 

\!_~ nct the 'V!llna-form bitt tho roorgomizntion of scciety'<ltho "ccncre;te · 

IIIIi nroo.l" ot oooioty, :tlaalxaxixmrt¢1riDIX"'P't"".........._ the dab&ts !IOTel . 

trom a debate e.mong intellectuals, to a queotion of tbs eeto.blialollllllt of 
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4. Tbe Structure Ol1d Lo6!,e. of aap1. t!!l 

(NGw, thflt I've flnally gotten to this, Graoe, I'm. shivering all over, 
and li!U3t take n r'!-frt:: T"t::"!dent!!ll:,r1 I mcr-..n al:o to ~~d a por.rtcript 
on the St,alini .. to IUid C:ha.pter I not ro llltlch !rom the th•Dretio point cf 
'Vi..,..., ao the aotua~ ec!llllOdlty form that lw.s thom in a 'Vieo. It really 
io hUarinuaa No one knon better ~han tho Staliniuts that the only 
voalth is that whieh the workers produee, but botwe9n the b~k~d:0co 
of their Ronomy and the proneuraa of the worlcl I!!!U"kot, .thoy are in a 
whirl more thon Ricardo Wllllo I never did a piece on thoir inflation 
ae I did on plan. But when I goto.ro1md to 4ealing With tho clowhl!>UOl1 
or the ruble, it ought to oorw as ·o. very nic" pontcript to the question 
of fOI"IIIo) 
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