
,. 

I 
I 

! 
.1. 

' I 

I 

'i 

I' 
' I 
I 
I 
' 

\ 

!2ESOLUTION OF THE IY11NOJCITY ON THE NEGRO QuESTION 
' 

b~ J. ~. Johnson 
Thn hld.nrv t~f tho N"ln'CI au!!stlon 

and tl!e, AmcricD.n rl:volutionnry movemCnt in gtmernl, and the 
Trol!!kyc1<t moVI'nlent In pnrticulnr, makes it imperative nt this 
llt~'t'C to outline In however brief n f"rm the rUlll of the Ncgl'O(':. in 
' "nliti.::nl dcvclopmt>nl of American i~Odt'ly. 

· l7'i6 the m'"ll('~ of the Nc~rrocs pluycd no Initiatory rt"1lo and 
the revolution would hn\'C tnkcn the g.mcr111 coursl! It did if m>t om• 
single Negro li\'<•cl in the UnUcd State!'. Howcvl!r, n.<~ soon ns thC 
aclU!il .rcvolut!onary stru~glc ht>gan, the l'o;e~oo·ocs compelled thl! 
·ti.!Volubonary :ourgcolslc to inrludc the rlght:o~ of Nt'~trocs nmnu~t 
thu rights of mnn. Th(' ~ .. grrn•s themllclve.t pl&.ycct n powerful part 
In the mllitn~· struJ;,::h: of the t"evolutlon, 

Between 1800 nnd 1&10 the Ne~rocs, ;Jiflll!IPOinletl In the result!!. 
of the revolution, stn,::ctl n contlnuclll~ serle:~ of r(•volts. Dy 1831 tlw 
pctty-bour,::enis demoerncy of the Unltetl Stale,; entered upan a 
period o! widt>!pread e,::alitnrian nntl hu.n11.nltarian agltJltlon. 
Dhmppointetl by thnir Llilurcs between 1~00 and 1830, the Negro 
sl:J.v~s in th(' South, nidcrl by free X'rgror!\ In the r:ortl1, sou~). .• 
their !rccdiJm hy mass flight. Owing to this spontnnP.Ous !\clion, the 
petty-bourgeois movement !or t11c rig~lt!!. of tlte common man wa!l 
soon dcominAI.ed by the llru~;r~+= !or the nbolltion o! slavery. The 
link betwt'::n the Norther.: Uourgcoisif: a.nd the Southern planters 
v.•as far stronger by 18130 than the link h<'tween th., .:t~loui.nl bour
geoisie nnd the Brlti!!h in I77C. The Northern hourgeoif::le uced all 
posslhie m~ans tn n\·oid the rcvoluf.Jonnry clash. The most powcr!nl 
t~ubjedlve Influence which forced' the irrcp:-easlbility of tiie confllt't 
upon the cunscluusM~(: of t.he people wn:J thu n[clt.ation ol the petty
bourgeolsll!,_stimulated, rnnlnt.nined nnJ Intensified o\'er the years 
by the refu11tll of the mns!ICB oi slaves to aecert their position In 
tlto ebUt'Se c.! thiJ Civil Wnr the revolutlonnr; actions of the mR~es 
of the NegTccs In the Routh played n dN:Islve l'i\lo In t.hP winning of 
the Northern victory. · 

In tho ngrariRn movement of the '90s in tho South thl' Nt>gro 
fanncri :mu aemf-prolt>tnrlan11, Independently orl(onlzcd to the ex
tent o! a million and n quarter In the Nntion&.l Color<1<i Fartr.t~m 
Alliance, were a mllltunt ant! powerful wing of the Populist m(lv~ 
ment. They supported t.he br¥f\k with the 'Rcpubllcnn PilrtY nnd tho 
'JITOposnl for R third p:ity ~ith oocitd zu: well oa economic.; alms. 

The Importance o~ the NeR'rors na ll revolutionary fol'Cfl hils 
grown with the development o! the Amerienn ec•Jnomy. Conversely. 

. llowev<'r, raelnl Jlrejudlce against the Negroe~ has also grOwn. Ue
twt>en 1830 and 1860 tht> Southern planters c.ultlvaltd Uu~ tht'Orv of 
Negro Inferiority to a degree tal' excecdln{t' that of €.nrlier "sta
w~ry d.nys, being d:h•en to :Io .this by tha inere:-tslng Jivergnnc:ea 
between the developing bourgeois demorncy In the United S~tes 
nnd the n~ds of· tht.- slave e-conomy. 'fo conqu~r the !ormidAblt: 
threat. of white ~ntt Negro uplty, particularly that reprexented by 
Populism. tht> Southern plantoert~.cy t'leO"ated race consrlo\tsnetis to 
the. po1lt!on o~ a prlnelplr.. The whole Country was injeci.ed with 

.this Men. Thus, slde·by 11lde with hla incl"easlng inttrpration intO-
proQuctlon ~hlch bCi:Ome,nnarC and more n social proeeu, the 
Nt>gro becomes more than liver conuetous ef his t.relu•'o•t from 
tlr.11_1ocratle prlvllc;rea as n separate raciAl group In the community. 
TAu dual m.oveM'!tlt U t/16 kCJJ to tAr Zlfor.riat anai11ri1 o/ the Nc· 
qrti 'JUIIRlion in th11 U.S. A. . 

At the zame time In the country Bit a wholo, aa tn the world at. 
Ja:JC!, the r!ghta of democracy bi!('Ome more and mo~ a Lurnlng 
political question In view of the wldt'apread ~ttack of declining 
bourgeois society upon tho principles of do:!mocracy i;: Rcnernl. 
Simultaneously, the rise of thrt lahar movement hringa lnueaslnR 
~·oo: .:luur.~ o! l:~.bor :1.~ :1. .!!"t'lnl foi"M' In th~ rL'('IrR'nnizaUon of ftO• 
d . Thua the Ne~tro In hta centurY and a half old atru~rglo for 
democratic rlghta Ia lnereulncly confrunt.cd with the subjt>ctlve 
eonsclouanoss of himself aa :m opproncd racial miMrlty and the 
obJective consclouaneu of labO.• as the great !nzlwark of democl·acy 
In the country at large. 

It. Ia In tho light of this contradiction that wa mu1t traeo the 
development among Nt>grocs C'lf the acnao of natlonallaUe uppres· 
alon 1nd the modo:: :on elforta to tree themselves from tt. 

H~~ t!~~~!!eU!!!t! F!r!f Ph!!!~ 
The ftnt reaeUon of tho manes of lho Negroes to tho ecmsollda· 

tlon of tho Solid Routh waa the policy of Booker T. Washlnlril'R• 
who eounu1JI!'ll submladon, lndu1trlal tmlnl"g, and tho dt!velop. -1-

mt>nt of Negro buslnes!l. For t:Je moment the NC's:rroes in thC: Soutlt 
II!!CmeQ tO ACquiesc~. iiui. in rt.'"jjt)' t:,.,,., K'""" ujl .. fwd.;.;;,:; :.ut ;;;,:;.
pn!!ISCf) hatred of whites at the oppression and pnrtlcularly at the 
racial humiliation to which l'I::lgroes were now being subjected. The 
apprrMation of this ill /11ndam11r.tal to a11y mrdrrstamling uf tho 
Negro qucsf1'qn, 

Durin,:: World Wnr T the needs or Northern Industry brought · 
a million Negroe!l to the North. The suppressed re11cntment bunt 
out and was orp;nnizt.-d ar.·l mlslt>d as Garvcylsm. Thus this essc:n
tlo.lly natlonallst!e «;"Xploslofl took place imn.edlatcly the Negroes 
go.lned 1ome lntcgro.tlon Into American noclety which allowed them 
Cree exprosalon. Its first significance wa!l the Indication that it gaVe 
of thu powerful force of social protel't which smouldered In the 
hearts o( Negroes. Its second is the !act that It tcxlk JllA.ee precist>ly 
beeausQ the Negro had made economic and soc!al progresa. 

The Negro and Organized Labor 
The Ne,;roes, due to their place us tht> moat oppressed section of 

the labor force anrl their sense of national oppresaidn, lHlVC always 
shown thcmsl:lves on the whole ex~ptionnlly ready to join the 
forces of organh:r:d labor. Tho exeluslon or N~gr003 !rom the AFL' 
corresponded to a pt>rlOd of clas~ eolloboratlon practiced by the 
AFL leadership. When the IWW raised the banner of militant 
trade unionism among the most opprt>esed and e:-:plolted s1!Ctlnm1 'of 
tho Wllrklng population, Negro labor responded both lUI tank· and 
film·e and as gCIOii orgnr•ltcrs. Moreover,.the IWW Kl!\"1! th.e Negroes· 
the aem1'! o! a 110elr1l program for the TCireneratlnn ot aodoty to 
whlch.also the Nt'grots l1ave alwayr. been re11ponslve. 

In 1932 the Negroes, like the rest·of thO! labor movement, !OJ. 
lowed the New Denl progrun1 withJts \'a&tjltrunises of a new ordoT 
In A.meriea. But ·the Roo!!evclt gevernment, whilo o! nt"CC!!Bity ln
ci:Jdtnl~ the Negroes in ita social aen'icu prugnrn !or U1e uuem .. 
played, did 'nothing to lmplCmcnt Its VBRUC promises !or t.be amell· 

· ~ratlcn or the national oppr~s!lon of Negroe5 In the eountTY. 
· The C~O. beln~t mainly an orltllnbutlon of the hoo.vy lndUstrl~s, 
was compelled to organize the Nt>rli'GCS In great indust.dea Uko 
st_eel ·and. auto or face the Jmpoasiblllty of. any organimtlon nt ali. 
Tne Negro rmiZ!JW&, dwp!L'lsurnc hcsit:lttontt=!!ponded mngnift~('ntly 
and today they constitute pmvcrful and progres~~lvu group11ln tuany 
unions of the CIO. 

This chlry liltu the mllitunt lrude-unlun muvurnent it~ umto~llt
edly of f.(reut. ·SiKnlficancc not onl)" for tH'f.(llllizcd laLf)r us a •,o,•hole 
hut Cor the Negro people. Yet the nmln stt·ug~:'e or tim. Nl•J:rO 
musses In the UnltN States hns heen and until the nch!cvcment 
of t;ocinllsm will contlnm~ to hl• their stru~,::le for theh· democratic 
right~ ns 11. nntlt~nnlly oJIJlTl'llfl'lf nllnority. Tl~~:iir entry Into the 
nmk11 11f orf.(nnl7.t>d )ahor doe!\ not lcs,l'll their nen!lc of n11Uunnl 
opprcsr.iun. On the contrary, it. lncr~.tuse!\ It and, In !nll aecordtmec 
with tht•ir 1oUie in rmst Amerlcnn revohitionury (ri11i11 nr.d thr. nevel
tiJiin;{ :mtai;ortiromll or American societ)', this lndl!Jiend('nt ni::Liuu .-.r 
llw Ne1~ro mns.'lt>R Is nh·cnd)• pln)•lng 11 rUle in relntlon to the Amct·· 
lcun proletn1·int which con11tltutcs one o( the mOst ln1portunt «!It'• 
IUl'llhl In the Rtruf.(glc fur S\lCinliKm. 

Nagr~ Nationalism: Seco::td Phas~ 
Till' tunmlluou11 wo1·lil 11ituntion, the loud·voiced shriekin~ of 

democr:1cy hy An.ll:lo-Anu>l'knn iiiiPCI'Inlism und the lncrenslnf.( de· 
mandr. of orvluliZl'd lnhor In America for greuter nnd grentcr cxten
alon of Its dcnJocratle rlp;hts, Ktimulntcd in tho' Negro people by tho 
loeglnnlng of W01·ld War 1 n ntorc than ugually Intensive tleslre to 
MtrUKRie for equality, Driven by the nt>e<'ssltlcs or wur, the ROOIIC
\'t'!t ~V~l'""'"""' f'n11l.,l II!'JOII lht> peoole of Amerlcn to nmke th1.• 
~~rent !'!St'rifltt'!' fll'f'""AAry for war In the nnme or tlemoerltc)'• A~ 
tin: !IIUlle thm•, how~.•ver, the !tpedal need11 nnd rruetlcesnf s~mth~.trn 
society nnd intiUKlr)' n1 11 whule, Cnrtlfil.'ll hy the nc.ow dct!JII)'·In· 
arl"lllht'd race preJudice of Amcrlenn ftOCit>t)', prohibit('(! 11ny l'Xleh• 
11lon or clemoerac)' to tht' Nt!"l'fl people. In11h!Ud tht! pct'llt>CUtlon nnd 
tllsrrhulnntlon or World Wur I huvo heon lntenl'lll\cd. Tlw vln\lml 
ntlnt"kM nml humlllntloth' to whldt the NeKrtl p••ofth• lmvc hecn ~nb· 
jl•t•tt.,J, In tim Army In particular, hR\"1' rnlsetl tht• lmiiKnntlun nf 
lht• Nt•g•·o mi•MIICII to 11 hiKh pitch. 

Tht' Ki!KI'IK'l' howe n·;.jmiiJ\al wllh i\ nutlnn-\•:lt!t- _tll!t•!!dYt•._Thj!i 
offcn•lvo, which IJII'Cially IOU~Fht tho riKltt. of entry Into lndUK• 
try and abo Into Jim Crow unions, haa eXJlt'l!lllod Itself not only 
in ma111 movement. hut Inn JU'D'I"lng tlelet•mlnullon to 11trugKio in 
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Ill' lndlvhiuul :uul often tcra-ol'l!ltic mnnnur n~rnln!ll any manlfcsln· 
tiun uf white nupcrlority. Thl• yo•mgl!t Nt•JI:t•ll'S in Jml'.il'nhu· now 
wnlk the Mlrc1•tfl in nu.ny to-.1."1111 ,Jetertnhll!ll h• llll~t'I'L thcnllmlw~. 
And illllllllt•JIIIko Vir~:lniu, the Curolinns, und 1'enm·~!lct• tlll'it' uttl
tud(' iB 11treet I.'Dt>l, their l'l'I!Cillful ~>llhmisJ.Ion to the ol.l .Jim Cruw 
laws have crNI.h•d n dcgr;:-..• of ~ochalh•n11hm unknown In those JJ:u·t:~ 
for two ~~:eneruliflns. This hall IIM>r. one of the nmil1 cnnlrihulit1~ 
c:mal'S to the !lcricM of rncinl outLreltks which lmve tabn nluce in 
vnrious purt11 uf tlw counta·y. The Attorney Ccnl!ml of the Unitcrl 
Stall's im" mudl' the funtnsti" ar.d UllJltcccdcntc.l propoMnl to pro
hiL!t tile Ncgroos from comln~: into Nurtlu~rn ritit>ll nwl hn11 puhlirly 
t~pre!l.~('d hi11 fears o( immiuent race riots. lie thU!I t~·plli~,. tlw 

1kruptcy o( till' hour~t"lilli~ in thi! (al'c or till' llllll'tl o!Tenllh'e r,f 
... <! Negroe!l. 

The churncll't und hh:h !llliKC o( cll'V{'lOJmwnt. ,,( tho rmtion-wido 
Negro o!T~n:oiw i11 lw!ll typified by it11 exprr~<~ion in llnrh•n1. llnrh·nr 
Is llu.> ~urge!lt orban concentration or ·Negto('ll in th1: country. It i11 
the at<'ll in which NegrN.'S feel 11nfe11t, free11t unci tht:rd•m.! mo~t 
able to expre!ls their re:o:entment. It il'! th~:reforl' prechcly in Jhlr· 
!em tl'!.t app(.'nr mo!lt JIOWerfully the nutionalil•tic sentiments or tlw 
Nl•gro nnd the del•pc"t social prolrllls. In 1!135 lh'! Ne~rroc11 iu Jlur· 
!em rarril'(l qut a K!IOnlum•oUII demonstl"ation a,::uin~:t their Kt•m·rnl 
r.oeiul conclition11 nntl particularly m:nin1lt tlw non-empln:.·ment· o{ 
Ner.-rocfl in Hnrlem ~tore!!, Thr dcmonstrntion initiutl'l;l a move
ment wl1ich ha11 matle suh!ltnutial £Orrccticn!l of thi~ iHjustice. In 
1:.41 !he Harl~m eonlmunity orgtwitt'll n.ntl c:1rriM to !luccc!ls n 
d:m10nsll•ation ngnin11t the non-l·mpln)·nwnt of Lu11 •!rivers. Similar 
nelions ur attempts at nct!on hnve taken place ull over the country, 
except in the very deep South, 

The Negroes huve not heen sotbficd with loenl or mo::rcly re
J:::ionnl ·rlemons.trntlont~, flighty significant i~ t!1e or,rnfli:wtl <~xprC!I· 
sion or thrlr boiling re~~entmcnt. ,\!1 far Lac\: as 19-lf•, Conr.cilnum 
Pow"ll, rcallzin!;' the nL't'd for glvi11" some nut10n:1l org:mizcd ex
pression to this widt::·sprt>ud rc!Wntmcnt, tried to summon n nullnnnl 
conference of Negro leaders in ~~~w Yo1·k. The mo\·ement did nrot. 
materlnllze, but by 1041 th~ pressure o( tlw N'i•gru ma.~M·!I bu.! 
!nrC~ the formation ~! Llll ·organir.atit~n almetl al marching on 
Wa~hln~eton and moklng a forcible prote11tto thP. !!late uv.alnst tlu.• 
nathmal oppres11ion of the N~:groe". 

The Negro petty bou1·~-eoit'1 lcndnn found theh· organi>:3tlons 
o( the NAACP and the Urbnn Lea~ue reject~d by Ul(.' Negro nu1.a.;es 
us'ummituble for their milit.nnt purpo~t>s. They trtJmbled before this 
powcrtul urge o( tlw Negro·mas!les l<> confront lh~ capitalist do.te 
with a cnmpr~>llemilve ]lrotest aJtulnct th<•h· grilwnnN_.~. In _the pcr-
1101111 oi RamdoiDh a.n~ Whltl.o t~~Y r11~:u.•d to lumd 'the movemr;nt 
and lmmedint!:ly 'tui'IIL"<I it OVl'l' to the Roc~•:l:'l•lt <inver11mcnl wlu.eh 
tr:tn:~foa·med it~elf Into leader of the .Ne~ro JWO[JIU :mdcr the.~Utfoc 
or the FEPC. ·rht' Negro ma.s11e:'l wti'it:..>tl Jllllientl)• upon thr FEPC: 
to soh·e their probi<Jnt~ in industry nnd llflt\11 til\! enpltnH~t ~tntl.' to 
hnprO\'Il the situutinn ui NPgrue!l in the Army. With the !'mlure of 
the RoO!lf'\'ell government nnd lhi.! FEPC lo ameiiornto their Kriev-
nnces, the ma!\51!11 or the ·NI'A'ro peoJlle at'l'i\'etl nt the: tleclsion tha~> 
they' mu11L tnko,mutters Into lhclr own lmntls. 'i'hc IIW!It ouUt>tmi· I 
jng cll:pressioll or thi11 lll'lttillll'llt Wlltl thl' lltu·h•m til'llh.lll!ilratinn. 
Jlllrtldpntcd in h)'- mnnr th'lusuu~ill or PI'OJlh·. v~rwcd nymJ!ntheti- , 
'cull)' hy the !urge mnjority or thl! JI('Ojlll! <•f tlnl'lcm anti_ Nc;.:-_l'lll'l' 
nil over tht• Unite•! Stnlt>ll. When exuminl'fl In it<t totnlit>' ~t Will he 
t~t•en\'ns onC! of the mul'lt shrnllil'tllll nuanlfe:tlntiono'( c1f imlerwnlh•ul 
!ltl{.'ill Jlrntclll :ll\111111-:' Nc~o:t'Ot'!> tlmt has tnken Jli!l\'(! !lllll'l' thl! c;nl'Ve~· 
movt•ilwnt. 'l'hll'l i11 no <(UeHtlon nll'tt•ly t~r hn~l hou~lnJ!, ln!!UIIIl·ll'nt 
Jlluygr,untis or inc1-cnsing puvo~rty. 

Thl• Ilnrlcm tll'll\Unlltrtltion, lik1• th(• mill"l'!l1 !itl'ikl•, l"l.'Jltl'!ll'llill 11 
~tignilicunt 11la~o:c In tht< tle\'cloJmn•nt •• r 1111' "ltl:lii!'Ki" ngain11t cnJli· 
tulll't socil•ly .. Thl! miners' strike Wtu nn incller.tHn !:Ot :.nl~· of tht• 
immetlillll! grle\';ulCC!!I of the miner·:~ butut lht> lil:tll;t' of tlev-c•lopmenl 
reached hy the American· pro!etarlnt. ns a whole. 'l'he mlnen did 
what m!lllona- of Amt>rieun11 wnnt('tl tn do. The llurlem nct!on !11 
equall)' nn htdlcntlon nf the sentlnmnts oi the Jl'J'Illlt mnjnrll)' uf 
'leu-tfll·~ In thl~ r.ountn•. Roth of thr11c nmnlfc11tntions In tlwh· 

, .'l!nlrtl! uml in thl.'ir Wtmkru,•!lses nr:.: tlt-' two most Important Inti!· 
'·cutlon"' or the dnvt>loplllj:t mass re11entmcnt &a-ninst tl:e mdJ>tlllR', !.c .. 
tl!l~ cnJJitnliKt, Koeiety thut luwo t't.'sulte•l from the 11train of tlw Will', 

At the 1111mo time the Jlt•Uy-lmut~o"'-'fll!t lt>mlt•ru umun~~: lhe N'oiU'Uc" 
lmve i:t~tU;<ll f Jmlltlenl munift•!lto whhh, tkllpltu nil It~ WPnlcn«!'IIICII, 
~how tlm(lHl' Xl1(1'11 Jll.::"l[lll• a1o n wh•.lt• lmv•! I'(!Uehed tho 11ta~:e ot 
tnkhtg n'"t'l'ltlcul uttlttule, 11!1 Negro!!~, Ul huth lhl! Oo•mflt'ratil• nml 
ltepuhllrnn pnrtll•lt, !loth tlu· ~l·ui·oo11 l•i'ut .. • .. tlnK in tht• tllrel•IK uml 
tho timid ntul vaelllutlmt pdty-bour~:eulll haVl! now rtnchlltl :1 slu~e 
in their t>Volutlon wht>tc, us alwu.~·11 In t.hl'il' Jlu~t hlKtor)', tht>H' nt>xt 
h!Jtorie llh'JI IK to\lonhl unit)• with tho •~·v.,Jutltnutr)' eln~K,_ In Utll' 

.. ·-:-~ 

rir•l •IJIJirrHIIiuu flllll 1/fri•· ,.,.,,.J,Iuwu1 llflllillllf il hr::aml' Ol'!'!H!'I', "ar 
lr~t«. This dun! development of the Negro people durin~t the Ja11t 
few yenl'll :JO~~·~ exccptlonul Jll'llhlem!l nod mcct.>ptional c.ppurtuni
tic~ for thr AnLerlcun proletnl'iut nml therefore fol' the revnlu
linnnry }lnt•ty. 

Th• American Pral~ttariot and the Negra Question Today 
'!'h<> .~"~"!'!'-'~!! f'!'!'!~!~!'f!!! !~ !h!• "!'!~~ ".'hf'~o:' -:oi•J~tivo:o .,;,In "' 

th(' Jltl•Sl'llllllllge i!l tu suln• till' fumlnmenlui)ll'llh!ems nf J\Ull'l'iC:Ill 
!lucil•l)'. Any ""''ln'lical lllllli)'sis n( tht' contl'lllJiumr:.· N"l·~ro pl'oh
ll'nt mu:tt therefol't.! h('gjn with t~ll' d~\·eloJJing rrlntion uf the Nc,::ro 
strug;;:-lt' to llw gt'nerul strU!!A'it!s uf th1• prull•lnrint as tho lt•ntlt'r or 
\hi' uppl·t·~~ed cla~Sl'l\ in AmN·icnn 11ociety. 

i. In the Jll'~:ocnt ~<lllf.:l' nf Amerirnn ('ltpilalil'm tJt., ~:n·ut tlung.:>l' 
thrt•1atenin~: the nua~l\1'11 of tlw peoplc is Fn~<cism. 1-:vrnts in Detroit 
und l!!t~ewhcn• hnv(' shuwn thul tlw fu~eiRtie elements will exploit to 
the limit tht:! NeJ;:"ro problem in the Unltt•d Stull's to confu11e, tlisor· 
~nnize and divide the ga•ul mnRsl•s or the peuplt• and to di!!rupt 
tltrir nnturnllrmh•r in the stru1~1:rle mminst Jo~n11cism, tlu· lll'~nnizrd 
fnrre n! lnbor. ' 

ii. The Aowricnn b'lurgeoi11ic, whl.'tlwr Dt.'mocrr.tir o1' Republi
cnn, is perf••etl~· nwnru of the P<'tntllllt'nt nnture of t.he nA!:ricultural 
cri.-ti~ nnd hn~ aln•atly si1own itA detcrminntion to hrihe the fnrmer~ 
tn SUJlflOrt it agninlll orgunizrd Jabot. How•·vl.'r, thl' prohlems or 
the JIO'"U' f11ro.crs, thc tcnnnt furmer!!., till: ilhnrccroppers and t.hl! 
ng-riculturnl Jll'oletnriut nrl' int~oluble in capitnlist socit-t)'. The sulu
tiun nf tilt' n,::rarinn problem in the Unitcd St.nt<·s rcsl~ with the 
Jlroletnriat n.nd any !lolutiorl in\'OIV"II nutonmticaily tl1e grnt>till 
lf1•riol situolitm o( million!! o! Negroes in the Soul.hC'tll stntes. 

iii. Thl' South prc11entll the graVC'st problrm of democracy in 
the United Stnt.C1'. Econontlc n•llut:n!l ot-sluvery, n lnrlll! landlesll 
p('aS:tutry, the dl'velopmenl.of lnrge-~cale nnd, r.qpcrial!~·. the ex
tructiVP indu!ltrlt•s, thl' trnmtfert'nce of li"!Xtilc industry· from the 
North, a developing labor movt'lt1ent-nll thl'llC! nt•e perml'atcd with 
a cnste ~)·r.tem comparnhle to nnthlntz else ill. the muUcrn world. 
Holdin~ ~ogethea· these dl\'t!l'lle and ~ountradic:ltJry elements is a 
pollticnl llUPl'rl'lrueturc with th" external fol'ft111 of hounceri>J de

' moct•ary. Thi!l l'!l:trJ>ordlnnry ronglomeratlnn of oxpln~lvP for~t>!'l l!t 
sl!.unterl not ns in lndlil, thOU!I:lnds of mllr.a nwur !rom t~C! metrop~ 
oils, but In the Vl!t'Y h('nrt nr the mo11t advanced political bourg{'l)ilf 
tlemocrue)' i)l tl1C world. , 

Armed wlth.Trot!lky's theor>· of the permanent revolution, which 
\\'t' mu~t apply nt hninr n~ well u~ ubrond, the Bolshevik party must 
be able to fo~see U1e Wl~cup;ng Q[ the industrial, r.griculturftl and 

· l'!Oeinl revolution !n tho·sout!l.Thrae contradictions arc developing 
at a time whc"n Flisclsm, the enemy of democracy and t~e_ most out-· 
11 pokrn o! all proponents ot radnl domination, Is expenenclng slg· 
nat defeats cdminlstered at the cost af great r~acrlnces to tl10 Amer
Ican people. 'l'hc gron hypocrisy Involved has msde deep pcnl!• 
tratlon Into thC! minds of Negroes In tho. South. Fnmlliarlty wl~ 
that situation nnd the compU:rntlvo acc::eptnnce by the masses, par~ 
tleularh• the l>ie~rro masses, In the past, should not dull our compre
hr.nidon' of the potenthr.l dynamite which the situa_tlon represents. 

It Is possible that bctorc the general cconomtc and political 
forces in tho South have reached the point o£ cxplo!lon, the Negro 
masse~ mn:~ by indcpr.rident mass nctipns pose all questions purrly 
In terms or c1;ual!ty of Negro rigt.t.a. Whatever :the paee c•f the 
general development or the forms t.hat It may take, we must expect 
thal in tht:l course c.t the next pel'lod, the period o! the aocinl crisis 
in Aml'rica, the Aml!rlcnn proletarlut as a whole wll1 be !aC!cd with 
thlr problem, 

lv. Even today, In the dny.to-da.y struggles !or democratic 
rights, the Southern landlotdK and lnduatrlallsts havP proved them
selvca the unyielding cnemies, not unly ot the wotkin~: class b\lt or 
thc democratic' righU of: tho.-.vit ... !"' J.mnrlcan people. Large IICCtlons 
of American 1odoty, part~Coulal'ly. organlzeJ labor nnd the great 
numbers o! Negroes In tl>.e North art~ now fully awar<:J of thl!l and 
ll.fe uwarc alao that th•• bnai11 of Southern political powor Ia the 
cret'"mi~ and ~{•el!llflP:rrndatlon of the Ncutroes in th~ South. 

From tho abo\'o ~our }>uillta, cou'Uiill wnchJoiuu;; .:.f o:trC!me im· 
porta nee to ti•o A•narlcun prnlotarlat c:m be drnwn. ln Amerl~~ 4'11 
In every oU1cr ~,;uuntry, the baalc atr~:gglo Ia between the proletariat 
ftnd the bourgeolalo for the control of tho cronomlc sources of social 
nnd polltlcnl power. U11t In every country thlb atrun:to assumes 
!lpoclal hhlorlcal forms. Jt !11 the tnak o! tho revolutionary party 
llrat uf all to cla.rlty Itself In order to be 0;bla to clarity the prole
tariat on the cruclnl rlllo of the Nc~tro problem In the defense of lift 
ct~n pcdtlen and th!! ~~l~l!t ~n!tructhm of Am<:>rlrRn !t~l~t~. 

dny, tht• Amerlc11n prohHa&rlnt. Tu tlu• drpt'tl' lAIIt lh~ N<'fii'IJfl n•·rr . "') 
1~/tll'f\ illlt'UI'IIfrll_!•!l" !'••~lll~tt·t: nml llllifiJIJI O~o•i•: I'M,t'itmllllflllt n/ 1'0• ;::;• 
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The Ne9ro Question as a National Qiues+l~n 
Tho 14 million Negroes or the United States 1\t<! IIUU;cetcd to 

f!Vl'!'~ coneclvabln variety or economic opprellfllon und 11or.ittl nnd 
Jtollln•&.l dlj;crlmh:!!.tbn. Thrill' torture~ nrc tn a lnrJ:C d\!Jett'C sanc
tified by law and practiced without ~hnmc by ull tht or~:ans or ;:o\'
crn.mcn.t. The Nl'~:t"toell, howf•vcr, nrt• and hnvc b~>C•n rrr mnt•Y (!ron
tur:l'~ tn cvt>ry .!lt>nsl.' 11f tht> wor~l, ~\merlcan!l. They nrc not 'ICP· 
ar~t('d from lh1.:1r opprc~sors h:· ihlfcrcnccl\ of culture, dilfcrcncc of 
l'chcion, dlffcrenc~.: of lnnJ:ungc, 1111 the inhnbitants of India or 
Attica. Thry nrc not even rt>l!ionnll>' Hepnl'lltf'ct from the re!lt of t!n• 
co'~~unity U!l nationnl ~:roup!i in Ru~<~in, S1miu or Yu~o11lnvin. 

, e N'l'grol'!l nre for the mot~l purl proletarian or !lcmi-prolc· 
lf'. •••.• untl lht•rcforl' the 11tru~~:l<' of the :-h•J:to<'!l i~ funrl:un•~ntnllv 
u cla!l!l quC'stion. ' 
, The N~grocll d? nut conllt~tute n nntiun, hut, uwin~ tu their ~<JW· 

Clnl ".ltuatiOt', L!ll'lr "'t:J.:rt'l~lllllm; t:CtiiiUIIIic, ,;o.•ial a!nl fl'tliticnl OJI· 

prl'l'!lnon; tl•e d1fferencl' in color which !linJ:ic.'l tlwm out :.o t·a~il}' 
from the rest of the eommunll}'. their pNIJicm Lel'ronw!l t~ll' 1•rnh!em 
of n nntlonul minority. Thl• Nt·~ro IJUef!tlon ill n pnrt of the nutil..ml 
and not of the "nr.tionnl" qncl\fion, Thill nntiomd nuru.ri!v 1s IIHJ!!I 

rasil)' •listinJ:ni!ihnblc from the re11~ or tlw community Lv ·its r;tcinl 
chnructt•rbti.'s. Thu~ tlw NeJ,:"ro t]Uestiun if' n tJUl'stinn ,;f ra~t· nntl 
not ilf "rnre." 

The cuutru:~t hclwt••·n tlu·ir situ;~tion n111i the privill•;tc:• cnjoyc•l 
by those JoroUntl thr•m hnvc nJw:I)'S mude the :-l'eJ,:"rOt•Jl t},~i, lii'Clion 
r·f .\mt:i·ican f!oc!t•l)' most rl'c(')'tiv<' to rcvolutkmury itiP:I§ und rntli
cal ~oluti<on or social problem:;. The white workinJ,:' dn~ll ~trUJ:Ide!l 
~~~~mflt the ohjcctive rule of enpitat· nwl for ><•\Jnc ~ubj•-c•>,·e L!onl. 
wh1ch _even on the very eve of rc\·olution, is imro:-:siblc to vil'IUnlizc 
fully 2n concrete amd t•osltivc term!':. The Nc~ro<!s, on the otlu.r 
hnn,d, stru~,;-glt.• nn!l will l'ontinue to stru~gl•! ohj~tivel)' nguinst 
ca~atul, but in contrast to t."ac white worl;;erl!, for thft \'Cry -euncrelt! 
ObJl'Ct!vc dcmocrntlc rights that they sec: nrnund them. 

But tile n:holc hiJII(>TJI of :he C!nitrd StateR tnu! tl!t rOle o{'thr 
-~1t'fl;ocs a'rtAmrriran cron.o~u and Mricty art~ c emrr.tant 1'·'tmf and 
rcmtn.drr oft!'' fact. that 1t u abMlufd!J unpOIHiiblr f••r thr .\'rgrruR 
to fi?U' rqualltJJIIrlllt'r Amt'ricarl Cflpilalism, 

Suclr_ Is the development or Anu!rlcnn cap!Wllst snciety and the 
rille of Ne~rrneB 'in it th10t th~ Ne~:rocJ\ 1 Htru_~:glc for democrAtic 
rigbttJ Lringt1 the Neg:rves almost lmmedlnteh f.oce to !ace with 
cnpltnl and t~e ~tate .. Th!! .llarzi~rt BJtP[lM"t rJ the Negro tftrugglf' 
for dcmocraht: nght8 ta 110! a COI/ccuioll tha.t Marxida trhlkc to the 
Nf'grottl. In the Unitr.d States today this_ tJlrtlflfl[t' ia n Jirrrt. 1111rt 
of th~ Bfrllf/Ulefor aocialisur: · 

National Struggle and the Struggle fer SClcluUsm 
All serious proble-ma arhdng from the ~ejO'O que!ltlon revolVe 

around the relationship or the indttpendeut rna" nclions o! the 
Negi'oes for democratic th?htl'l to th<' worl:in:t el!lu strugj:ltt, for 
:~oelaliam. , 

Jn the 2nd CongresS of the Con.muniflt lntl':riln\ionnl, Lenin:11 
lhese~J singlet! out DB examples of tlu.- nationnl ond colonial qu~stlon 
the Irish que11tion and the qu.:ilion o! the ~t·~rt:t':! i!l Am('rlrn. 
This Lenlnh!.t approach was bn11ed upon do~ study nf lhl• !!co nomic 

· situatiOn .or the Negroes in the United Stnle!a and the h Ish llcbel
lk•n in 191(1. Thl.! whole historical development or tho Negro. stru~t· 
gle In th& United Stnics ~nd i~ relations to tl~e sodul stru,~:~~:lrs or 
the revolutionaey classes show th11t the Lcninhlt analysis or th~ 
Negro questiun na part of tho national que11tlon is the eurre~t meth
od.wlth whl~h to appronch thl& probll.!nl. It is noce!lllnry, theocforc, 
tn have a Jtrcclse anti clear conceptic,n or the appli~atlon o! this 
111ethuJ. The most ccncemr:~ted eJ(n.mt•le or it Is l.l'nln's trentn1ent 
of the h·lsh Jtebcllion during World Wnr J. 

Ltmln wishes to Ulustrate the •,peciflcnlly ruzhotiUlilt stru.:gle 
of the Irish Rebellion In ll'l rclatiot· to the 1ocialisr J\trugp;lc of the 
Uri•.l11h pro:etarlat ap;ain,t British ~onpoJrlnl!sm. H~ Ull\.'8 th.! ••x
P• • 'co of the RuB!>IDn R0volutton In 1906 which took ftlAce·exclu· 
sl\. , 1cithirt the national borntdarit'll of Rllll4fa. Ht! USl'll also, tl<ll
tho 11truJmles of the nationally opfitel.!l!d 11'1!10ritlea, but thP. altUK· 
gles or tho pt!tty-bnuoreollit", thfl ptoasnnls and olhur nliii•PJ.'•ili:· 
tnrhm, non-clau group!, In rclntlort to the 11truggle 'lf tho Russian 
proletariat. We hnvc thol'C'fore a Vfll.'Y o.-oncr~to illustration of the 
applicability l'f the mo:thntl to onvlronmontll and rhas"oJ suporftciall)• 
divene but orKnnieally Rlmllar. 

(a} "The Jtuaalan Uevolutlon of 19C5 wna n bourgoola·dt•mo· 
crnllc revolution. It- c:omdat~l of a. scrh.•ll of b11.tllo1t In whlcl1 nil 
the dlllrontllntcd clanc11, gtoupa u.ml ulufiiCIIts t•f the populn· 
u.-,11 foll.rtldp:;1~f!. Amnn;: th!'!~ WM'tll mllUOllo Imbued with thll 
crudest prejud!cos, with tht• vascullst and ntost fnntnstle ulm11 ol ·J· 

11trugglo; thoro woru nmall groups which accepted J apanc110 
mt~n<'y, there were 11poeulatort1 and adventurers, etc. Objec· 
tivel11, the mnll!l movement broke t110 back of t!IJ!tl~tm and paved 
the way for t:emocraoy; !or that rcn11on the ciA&! conPdOUII 
wnrkr.ra led it." 

Within the UniWd SlatC'a the lloolalist revolution will ultlma:.O!IY 
~onslst of a acril'A of battln; In which the di~contented. da~sros, 
group11 nn<:l clemcnts of all typca will partichtatc in their own way 
~-n•l f»rm a c'lnltlhutory for..:e to the great culmlnatinlt stru!ff.;)Cs 
which will bl! le<l by the proletariat. 

(b) "'rho soelali!lt revolution in Eurnpr can11o! be anythi:ru 
;o[Ec than nn outbu-rst of mas~o 11trug~:ie on the part of nil and 
llltn•lry of the OJlJ•tCS!Il•d and di'!ContentC'd elementll. Sl.!ctlons 
of the petty bourgeoisie and of the bMkward worker!'> will in· 
evitabl~· participate in it-withoat such participAtion, mou 
lltnlngff' ill irnJw~~ible, without it no rrt!ol1dio11 Is posllibk
nnd just n~ inevitably will tl1cy brin~t intt.l the movement their 
prlljutlicct., their rea~lionar)' fnnt::asi!'s, their weaknesses ::and 
11rrors. But objcctit•d!l they will attack COIJital, and the dass 
ron!lciou!l vnn~:uard of the revolution, the advancl'd proletariat 
Hprtl!IRing thi~ ohjl'ctive truth of a hl'tero.:cm'llu~ nnd tlill• 
cord ant, motley nnd outwardly lncohe!!lve mnss !ltruggle will bl' 
able to unite and direct it, to capture powl!t, to GCIZe thC' ban~, 
to expropriate the trust!l, hated by all, though Cor different 
reaHOI1!1,,, ," 

In the Unite!l Slnlt·s social revl)lutiun i11 impo11siLl';! wilh<tut the 
indcpentlcnt mass strug~:lllll of the NcgTC~CB, whatever the prcju
dJres, the rPactiorinry fanlat.iC's, th<.! weakn~.:sr.cs and eZ.rora of thes~ 
strUt,'J:'lell. The proletarian composition of th£' Negro people and \he 
de•Jcloping' labor movement offer J:rl'a:. opportunities for a continu
QU!I r('(luction of the prejudice!! of the Negro people. 

{c) 'The slJ"Uf(le of the oppre~~;Sed naUons IN EUROfE. a slrul&'ie 
capable of co!nr to tbe lenrths of lnsun-edlon awl street flcbUnt:, or 
brt-aklnr down the Iron dlsrlpllne in ll\e anny and martial law, will 
'sh:lrpcn the revolutloJUU7 erl5b ln Europe' tnnnltely mt~re than ·a 
~nnch more developed reblllltln In a remo\e t'olon)'. A bJQlV dellnrec1 
ap.lnst lhe En1llsh lm~I'!JIIls& b~nraeoWe br • reht'lllon ·In ireland 
Is a hundred times 'Clore sl(tllftcant potlUea!ly than a blow of equal 
wrlghl de11Yere4 ln A»la 10r Mrlca." · · 

Blows delivered by :!ln oppressed national n1inority so enU.nglcd 
in the [OC:isl11tructure of the United StAte& as the Negrocl\o pOBICM 
n p'llltlenl significance of greater Importance in this country than 1\ 

blow delivered by ahy othel' uctlon bf the population exct!pt the 
organized prnletnrlat Itself. . - · 

(d) '"'l'hr dlaledle. of history L, •aeh that .man nation-. powerless 
ns an INDEI'EN'll;:'ll'l' r:aCtor in 1i1e t~ifun1t: •.:tliu•l" hn'"'tlalllom~ jll:y 
a ·p:al1 u one of I he fermenb, one or the bat'IUI, which help the Kl!A.L 
power "'aln!ll ·irn)lt'riallf;ftl to come (lD the : sc:ene, ru~nael)', the 
SOClALI~T PROI.ET.\RIAT:' 

Within the Unitetl Stnt<·~.thc Nc~:roes n1·e •.uuluultt.c.ll}' powcrle1111 
t:> aehiev•• their complcte or cvcn I!Ubstunllul cnmnchmtlon "'" un 
imlCw~ntll·nt fudllt in, the 11tru~glc Ulruint~t Amcricu.n t'.\pitul. Uul 
t~ud• i1t thc hlt~toric nJie of the Nl•s:roclt In the Unih.'ll Sbth'll: 11Uch 
tmlny ht theh· proletnl'ian coiiiJIOSition unci t1Uch ·h thl'h· lntel:rt•lu.
ti,n with the AmC'dtun proletnrlot ltt~l.'lf thul tlwlr huleJI~!ntleut 
t~t1·uggle11 Cor111 Jlf!thnpll the niO!It J•ower·ful ~>limulull In Amedenn 
socloty to the rr.co~:nltlon by the o~~:nulr.etl I'I'Oietnrlnt of itll·re::al 
N!lponslbllh.les to the n.'ltionultl~•vr.loJ)llll!llt as I\ wholt• nn•l uf.it.•. 
power IIJ,!11i1111l American lmpcl'ial!!lm. 

Tlw idenl 11ituntion 1:~ thnt the !llrii).!J:'ll! of the mluorlt~· J~roup 
shoulil h .. • or~tlmin•tl n~ul It'll h)• thu Jlrult'tndnt. Uut to mnkl' tl1la n 
Jtrecondltion or supJIOI·tl,IJ: lht! ~olrUI.'l:l~· of non•Jtroletnrlnn, ~~~·ml
lli'Oiclnrinn or· uon-clnss con!lciCoU!i ~:roup11 ill. n l't!JlUIIIntlon ·uf nil 
:\lnl'Xillt thC'ory UIUI JII'IIClit'l', 'l'/11111 it ill ntiCI'IU {11/111' lu tflllil' 1/•C 
<tiirdWiiolll tll<il lllo' 11111<'/ldhfilll l'fi'UOillt· ol/ tl1o• ,\',·gnJ lllfiilll('.il fur· 
tht'ir dcmor.rntic right,. is tn br lou~·;d 11pot1 rnt'rl'lll n1 a ttt•tliminal'!l 
stage to a l'trog11itim• by thr NrUl'llt'lf tlwt thr ,·cal lflt·nuul•· ilf tlu· 
llii'UO(Jll' fo,· .JOCillfill/11, 

The Marxist MovGm•nt and th• NeCJro Question 
1'!:l' l!~o::l::! !ll\W:'lllt'l!t In the 1_1,.ih•tl ~luh•,. with littll• eACeJl• 

lion hliJ~. rnllt'll to J:I'IIIIJl thP tnrt thnl tilt! Nel{rt' IJUelllion i!l jllll'l af 
tht• 1111liunnl I}Ul'iitiOI\. Thlr. I~ lllll !\Ut)rrl!dn~r lu•('fllllll! It httll tdiOWtl 
llttlt• lntt•J'f!ttt In tht• Nl'J.:"roeM exC'cpt Ululer thll dln'Ct 11111.1 htlliMtcnt 
t~tlnmlu11 o1C tlw lnh•rnntionntiMt movenumt. 

1'hto 1111t'lnJIItl lllOVC'IIll'llt Ulltll'r llt!hS ('Oil!tlth•l'l'!) 1111)' llll('CIIII tlp• 
)ttml tn the Nt•;no Jll'Ojtll' 1111 contrAry tn tho ttJIIrlt 11! ,.oelnlhun. 
ltnmloh1h n)lpt•nll'tl tu Nt•~rroe!l to ill'COmo ~tnclulllltll hut (U'i!Vrd IJUite 
itlCIIJlllhl~· ot ilt•nllnll' with thl! 11uwcdul nuthmal111tlc curnmt ilf 
C;orv~lo·i:om lb.t \tll:: fti·.:'¥i\1Nlt_ilt till' ~lmr.. '!'kr C'tmlmU!'!!!'!t Pl!.rt~· 
up to 111:1H wn" mmhh.• tn undt•r~:tnml elthcl' thl• 11i~nlfieuncc of tht1 
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Nesrro qUl'lllion In the U.S. 01" the ntethnd or work tl!qulrl'd. It w:tll 
only through the dtalltll! lnlt!t'Vl'nllon of thl! Cl, whnteV\"!r ll11 pur
pose, thnt. thl! CoTntnunlt~t J•nrty In 1D2Q ht!srnn n sel'iottM npprouch 
to the Negrn que11liOII. De11pite man).' tlxnr.~:erntltmB, thr. turr. to tht:! 
Negro qul'JIItion wns on the wholt• 110Und nml eft'eetiv<', hut It wn~ 
!lerlou!l:).' hnnrtienppNI b\' the adoption or ~~ policy of nrtvoentint: 
l'lelf-clett'rmlnntion fnr the Ulaek flelt. In 1!1:15 with thr nt'W turn 
or tht' Cl toward !IOcinl )llltrlot!!lm, thl' W\ltk of the Communil'll 
P:t:-ty :llllOfll,:' Se::~e!! h·:::m :t )•t":'t'•.'!'~ nr !"1\J>ltl •h•lr>l"'i<l-r~tir.tT. Tlu• 
TrotJ!k)'ist tnn\'t'nlt'nt irom ib foundutl<m ir. l!l:!R to Hl38 took 
t'''~"" It'll~ iutl.'ft•~t in the Nel!'ro um•stltm thn1: th~.> Communi11t 
r ·· · · nntl one" mort' it wn11 nnly. mult>t the in~tiP.tl'nce o! the 
i'f ..... nntionnl orgnnization that the Amerknn M:otxi~:t movt'mt>nt 
took artiMt on the ~t!gru qtlt'!lt\on, 

Trotsky and the Negro Question 
Trohky bej;mn to tnkl' n spt-ciol lntcl1'RI in the Xl'~ro tJIICJ~tiun 

1111 soon U!l he applit".l him~lf to' the probll'nill of the tlnitcd State:< 
fi"Om the point of vic·w of building n Trob;k~·itc tt•\'Olutionnrr or
gani:r;ation. From th11t timl' lw rwvcr ~cast•tl h• t•oint out thc lmfJOl"· 
tanee of thi~ qU<'!<liun. Thioul!h I<C!Illctt•tl nnU to ~<umt· dt•J!ree inC'i
olt•r.tal, hi!l rml'll'l",.;ntionl" nnd tli!lt'Ulllliuns nrt: 0:"1-!"lllliZt•tl b)' n 1'0!1· 

!<illlt>nl nrpro:trh untl. oalto~cther. cOII!~.Iituh.• a remlll"l;nblt• t•Xumplo: 
o( )JnrXil<t pcnetratioll jntll till' ('OTtecl ha:<i!l iOI" ItO)' N'l'gro Wotk 
in the l'. S. In nny resolution on the X'egro quc!<tiun :\1 th\!1 ~tagt•, 
it ill neces~ury to summariz(' hricny his idea!!. 

On tht' question of sclf-dclt'rmtnution, Tnlt.sk)' bfolicn•d thut tht' 
ditru·cr.C:('S belwe('n thl' Wcst ln.til~ll, Cntnlonla, Polnnd. etc .. ami 
the sltuntion of the NeJ!"rOc!l in tht! L'nited Statl's were not dt'>!illiVc, 
In r>thl'r word!'," tht! N('gro question was u pnrt of the nationnl queil· 
tion. He firmly oppoi!Cd thu:oe In the Fourth International who re
jected outri~ht the principle of 2elf-determination for Negroi!! in 
the H. S. In n discussion in 19!19 he made it dear that he did not 
propo!e that the pnrty ·advocate the 11logan of self·det.erminntion 
for NegtOI!l\ in th(' U. S. but he insisted that the !JIIrlY should de
clare its ohli~tatlon to stt·u~:g](' with tht! Nt!groes !o1· llelf-dclt'fllllllll· 
tion, should they ut any time demand it. 'l'rotsky insi);t('tl thnt If ihe 
N'!!JP"OCS should decide, under the stress o! un(oi'C!'een historical 
C'lents (e.&:;., n period of !ucism in tbt: U. S.), to Rtrur:gle !or sclt
delt.'Tininutlon, the> struggle would under' all elreum~t.n•"'<'ll·hP. pro
greuh·e, fur the simple reason that It could not jl()RIIIbly be attnlned 
except throUgh war against Amel'!can eopltallsm. 

Trotsky's views on the Negro question are most clcnrly, 1.hough 
not complett>ly, contnlned In n discu!lslon ht 1930. r Internal Rr~ll.-tin, 
S\VP, Nu, ;l, JU1io:0 IG\.:9,) I It lt11> -'Ji')nouch lu :ii~gro work, Trut.>;ky 
ba'sed his views on the sentiment.! ol the genuine NeJtrO maMes in 
the U. S. nnd the fuct that their uppres.>~ion Rfi Ne~:roes wmi !ICI 

•trnng thut they feel It ut every moment. 
or those suffering !rom oppression and dl£crlminution, the 

Negt•oes were the ffi(IKt oppresse1i unil ·the most discrlminr..tcrl 
ngnlnst nnd theretorc formed pnrt u! the muHt d)•munlc milieu of 

. the Wt'rkim: dasK, The pllrl)' 11h()Ul1l sny to-the 'on:~ciou'J clement." 
nmong tlw Negroel\ that they have heen convoked hY. the hlstorict~.l. 
1leve!upmenl to luke lht•ir phn:e in lhc Vt::')' 'lllllgutanl of the wurk
inJI' class struggle foNocinlillm. Trotsky considered t.lmt if thl' pnrty 
Wallo unnhle to find a rand t~ this strntum of IIOCit•ty, in whlr.h: he 
~ruve the Negroe11 a very lntportnnt plnc.>, th:m It ·o~.·oultl he a ''nll
fesslun uf 1·evolutionnry futility. 

· While epnsdouz~ ot ~!:or. 1ille of the Nt>Jtro in thll vanguard, how
l'\'er, TrotAky t~lnced a henV)' cmplm11i1 nlwnys till the col\~ciousnellll 
of Ner-roes 1111 being a nntionnlly-opprcS!It.'!t)mlnorit)', On C\'ety pOll• 
o~lllle oecnslon he emphulz~·tl the JIOiltleul condu11ionA that WN'I! lo 
ht! tlruwn from t.he special slhtnllon ut the Negroett untler Amet·lcnn 
cupltulhun for 300 yeal'tl. HI! wnrneol rcpentedly o( Utu J•robubillt)' 
of violent raciul outbreaks among tht• Negroc11 In which they would 
!leek to reven~te themsl.'lVefi t'nr nil thi! oppre,slon o.ntl humiliation" 
which they had ~utf'ered. 

""rntsky took the greatest lntefi'sl In the GnrVi!Y ntdVt>tm·nt 11!1 

l. ..:.:pn•sson of the geau\1\e !lentlnumts of the N""rn m",..,.. w"n 
were nlwny11 hiA main concern. Itt! constantly recomnumdcd lo the 
pnrty the 11tutly of the Nl'gtoell in the Civil W3r ns n hi11torlcnl 
nl'Cl'!lllitY for Ullllchtnndhtg tho N<!gro quo~;tlon loti#)', He rect•m· 
mentled the tltudy ot Gnrvey'11 muven:cnt All un lrodltpl!n~ablo iudl
cutlon to the pnrty of \he road to the Negro ntMIIl'll. H11 wdco:m'ii 
tltu hll!u of an Independent mn11s orgnnilntloT! o~ tht• Nell"ff• peopl(', 
roa·mctl throua:h Ute inKtrumentality of thr. party. IIIII general np
llt'OACh til the Nttr.-ro 1)\t~tlon e11n bc11t ho indicattwJ by tho foltowlull 
fact: He rer.ommended that under certl'lln circumt~Ulncea tho l't!VO• 

!utionury party could 1'o'illu..lraw · il:! u\.\'t: caiiti!U:r.lt:: !Vt' c:I·"Ctl.llio t~ 
Congrcll'! n1ul KUJlport a No;:ro domocrut put lm·warll by a Nl'gn• -4-

community amdou11 to have I~ own Negro representative. In all 
the~ ldea11 Trot.ftky mef'IIJI)' o:oxempl!Cied the application to tile con
crct~ lltrugglo of th~ original pri'nclple embodied In the right to 
ftelf-tletermlnalion. 

Nu task Ia more UTj(ent than the collation ami publication of 
TrotAky'a writing~~ and Idea!! on tho Negro question In tho U. S., 
tht•lr clo!le !ltutly by nil Dtembers or the party. and thr.lr dllll!emlnn
tion In an organi%ed !arm among the prnletnrinl nnd the Negro 
hllli>~l!:o, 

PART I!-THE WORKERS PARTY AND THE 
NEGRO QUESTION 

The problem of the p.arty thercrore divides itself ir.to two paru;: 
(l) the .~truggles of the Amet-iean proletariat for socialism and ItA 
relation to the Negro lltrUg-J;Ie !or d~moc:ratic rights; and (2) the 
Independent stt·ug~;lcs of the Negroes !or democ1·at1c rhchta and Ita 
;d:ot!on Ul the proletnrii'n 'ltn•e-r:lf! for ~iali!!m, Under no drrum
!ltances nre lhc~e cep11rn.te t>lcmcnt:. to be confused or treatl.'d a~ nne. 

THE WORKERS PARTY AND N~GRO WORK IN THE 
ORGANIZED LA!OR MOVEMENT 

Th•! Work~rs Party approachC!! Nesrro work ih the or~anizt'd 
lat.,,r movement from the ba!-!is ot thl' approaching social crlai11, and 
•.he preparation of the Jlrolctarlat !or the socialist revclution, To
tiny one llf the greale!l t~ubjedive weaknesses of the American p~
J,,t&riat ill thC absence of conaeiOusness that labor Is npposcd to 
capital for Jeaderahip of the nation. This helng so, it follows that 
the othl'r opprellletl and discontented cli!.IW!s, elements and grot.:pll 
haVt! not yet le11rned t.o look to labOr for a J>artlnl or even n "~
formi!!t" solution to their rroble-:n. Clnsae11 leni-n nuch .lesson~: onl~· 
by mnttslv~ e::.perlenccs "on a natlnnal scale; only i.n t.'le very la.'\t 
stages of the ~volution .Jid the Ruuir.n peasantry learn that the 
proletarlut wu its Iead!!r, Alrtotady independent action by the Negro 
manes in the North is at ta. .. t awakening organlud lnbor to tht 
fad that it mu"L spprol'u:h the N'eRro problem r.ot merely as a trade 
u:\lon, but a I'Odal· anti :~ational problem. Thla new devrlopmont 
h(!,lps tn "clarify_ and define the t.asks oi t~~:party. 

The pnrty ~ontinues, as iL hu done In the past'~ tc.- :t.git.nt~ for 
equal rights and abo1ition of Jim Cruw In all aspecb of industrial 
and union life. Tno party views with great !llllt&!aellon the remark
ubi'!! progress inade by the CIO in 1111 appreciation . of the Negro 
p;u~l;.:m ;.s ll uri len problem. Tl:c p~tt)· 1i&tl~ :;::z.!n::t the K!:rn.· :z.nd 
other Ne.cro-baitlng t>lements In the un!ona' but dot's not aUow.t.he 
outbrenks ugalnut Ncgr~s whl~h hnve taken plaee In Detroit, 
~fubile und elsewhere to obscure thl! uteady progress in this field. 

The purty, h.OW('Vcr, goe11 beyond. mero pn1a-ressive trade--union. 
ism. It plnee11 hefol'f! the,!Jnlon .movement the grav~ dnttg&r that the 
\'ery exillt.ruce o( a Ne.,rro question In the country poses for the 
union movement 11nd the country as a whole. . 

The p;arty warng the lnho1· mc.vemmt that the !n!dsts and pro
im'!cil't elements in their effort!~ to.bntter diJwn oncaniuod labor will 
not full to Ulll! the gro\Ving ruclal tei1alon In the C()untry a; the 

· N111~.is used· ar.u:semillsm in Gt'rmany. · : 
Th~ par~y wnrns the labor movement that t.he cutnlng unCmploy

lllent will ~~rente grave dlongcis for the la!·or moVI'ment, pnrUcu· 
lnrly In developing nnta~onlsms. betwcer1 white a11d Ntogro labor." 
Thu partr points out the dangerous t~ltuatlon In the Souu,·and thu 
eontln!JoUs reactionary und nntl-labur ncL!vity o! the Southern dcm· 
ocrnbt •1nd lb ht\si11 ln.tl•~· 11odal degrndat.!on 11f the Negroes. The· 
part)', therefore. proposes to tht' l:thnl"' movemer~t the :tdoptlon or 
its lrnn11itlonal Jlroc-rnm !or n Labor l'nrt~· as tite chief meane in 
the prt-scnt stage of checking this thrent to Its very existence. The 
party boldly J'I)Jtell to the labor movement the" neceKslty of showing 
thu N.;itrocn tltal labor rc.:ognh:cs its r.:apcll!aiblllty for soivlmt 
their problem:~ by radlcnl ml'a!IUres. Labor will thus draw to !tiel! 
thn n1ilitnnl pnw"r nf thl' vaAl mnjorU.y of <~[![It('!'~! N~groe! and 
will enornmu11ly metettllu Its t~oclal nnd poUtleal JlOWl•r In the 
CIJUntr)'. 

Sur.h a KJ\onsorlhl:' of tho Negro cause will draw the attention of 
aU the ntht>r OPJll'f'S!I('d tttoUpll In soclet)' to la.bOI''II rOll'. It will give 
~normo1111 confltlence ami pride to lnbor ltscll, It will create a pow
orful 11cntlment of good will :mtl resped for the Ar.1crlcan prole
trarlnt amonar tho grea.t mn1111e11 In Europe, Africa and Asia. The 
11ropngandu of Uu~ party In lhls respect must bo bold, eomprehen
Mive ami fi'IWerrul In lb ln11lshmc~• on tht' druta-ers to soclaty n.nd 
!!~to ~~!!~:d~:: ~b~1:o !'r H11" Nrr:rn fl;'tl!l!t>m, thr rtr("r~~~t~· ct· pro
let:trlnn 11olutlon, lilttl tht> Q'alna, dlroc~ nnd lntii.Wt, wltlch will tot. 
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low even the fir!lt dcr.i!llve steps taken by lnbor. 
7'hc pnrty in lt11 daily a,:ltatiun druws ntt1ontlon C\! the union 

movement to the cone1 <!te dnngcr reprtsf'ntcd by thu ouU~rcah 
which have occurrt'fl In recent month11 and which 11ooncr or )aWr 
will noeur with probably grcntcr viohmcc. The pnrtr cmplmticull)' 
urges the union movcntcnt to plnce the t'Cl'J•Onsibilit:; unc']uivocntly 
upon the cnemi('!J of the Nc~tro people. it urr,e1. tht! unlo1111 to rec
oanlze thnt the nsrs:rcssh·e spirit of the Negro t:~oplc il\ thc rc~;ult of 
their u:tcntling o}lpre!lslon. Orgnm':rd lnbor mrurf 11or dit'Mtrraar, 
but t111111t 11timulntr. thi11 militniiClf ntr o11r oi tire llllr~'llt d,./tTIIII'If •1/ 
rlcmocrnetl nor nnly for Nrgror11 but fm· orunni:td lnbt~r ift~t'// and 
or- ~he C17lJlrf'IIRf'd c/a/ltl'lf, 

c pnrty ui-ge!'. thf' lnhor movcment to lnkc the lc'tlll In otJ:aulz
i;.~ Llli!l militancy altd linKing it to the strU!;'glc for the rCC'On!ltrue
tlon of !lOI'iety. 1'o white worimrll complaining of Segro "l'XI'J·spes" 
the part~· poinls out, with r{'strniut yet lnfil'xihl),•, tlw g-rl!at 
importnm~ of thl' ~;egro l'lns!l strt:g,.:tll! and 'l'ciegah•s tht'f'.l' eC\m· 
plninh to their proper subor,Jinntc Rpherl!. Ahovl! all, It poinlfl out 
that in eonRicU bctwl'en Ncs;:rnes nnd whiteR i11 the Negro r'OO\· 

munlty, tht> labor movement mu.>t avoid llppearin~t in nny Jigh1. 
w!lich may be int{'rpreted P.!! n "gunrtlinn of the flt'IH'I.'," mueh· 
anxious to rl'stOrt' the ~tfarur. qrw. Only by nl':lli:.ting till' Nef:ro 
movement to expre'lll it!l militancy in l:lfL•ctive chnnnd11 lind by rnili
tnntly ndvocnting both nn imme•lir.tc nntl n J:Cneral progrnm for the 
Negroes its n whllle, will thr. lnbor movem('nt be nhle t'l net dfer.~ 
lively In tim('ll of r.ri!.is atut yet :woid the multiple danger~ or 
merely ueting as pence-ma!(er. In nit N":::ro man!fc~;t."\tionJ> or re
lli!lhUJce the organized lnbor mononumt must pia)' u letu!ing and 
active pnrt. The pnrty muRt uncl'nsinl-(ly·tellch lnbur thet the wnv 
to en,ure that the resi:;tnnl!e or.Ne,:rot's is directcJ ugnim:t r.npltnl 
and it!' ailk!s i~ for labor to {'nconrnge, orr:anb:e nnrl RUpporl tht:m 
to its fuJl~:Rt COIJ'O.City. 

The pat•ty will r~:r.ter:>ber that "(lr;Jpa~antln ftnJ ngit.aUon oi this 
scope in of special importnr.ce for it is bein~ curril!d nut by no 
other pol!ticnl r.roup11. In tl:e prcseut critical pcrlod when m!Lny ure 
beinr. tnurt' and more impe.llerl W thinK beyond t!:cir itnmedinte ln
tOl'!!St!l, the NebPI"O question fOrms n pnrtleularly valuable means of 
l!duentin(l' tho ndv:mced wOrl:era In the genernl prinelplc!t of J>Oeial
ism :md rnsss Tcvolutionll~' struggle. The party will_ point out tlmt 
becauEe the Nc~:toC!l h:svc !nsbted or. strug,::l<>. ·~net nwlng to the 
S)'JnpnthetJC attitude of iilbor due to the JnrgL~.numbcr of !l:cgrues 

.'in its rnnla. the Negro struggle In Detroit has developed n logic or 
Its own. Tbls h:t! resulted.ln a political alllan«l nt the recent elcc· 
liu1115 "LtlLWL'\:1\ urgunlz~:d labor and the N~et'fl f'Omn1unlty liS a whole. 
Desplt... the.-lon or the election, this combination i~t one of tlu.': most 
siv.nlfieant stages yet reaelu.•ri In tlte struggle ol labor and the 
Negro n1asses for emancipation lrom the Ills and Injustices cf cnpl
tallrot sudety. It Is along thei\0 lines· with militant efrflrt on both 
,sides eon1plP.me11tlngo each other that the party mil.!lt seek, accord
ing to its strength, to dirert the developing !lttUKS:le . .Ot·"nniztd · 
labor rrmat learn to tun• to ila own advanlo".r the iucrc'aling t"aeiol 
COJt.tciolllmcaa ru1d or"anizotion u•hielr aceorrtpnnirll thr intt"rntiMI 
uf lh-; N!!ur ... intu 1116 svdat fun~tian:: of eapi!alid l'l'lri,.ty, 

THE WORKERS PARTY AND NEGRO WORK 
AMONG NtiGROES 

The Neqroers Stru9gle for Dcmot:rat1c Rights 
and Soc1alllm 

The part)' malces a powerful and im~is1~ut propaganda to the 
Negroes that the leadership of organh:cd lab<Jr ia ltL'Celli<Ut')' auul 
indispensable to their succesarut RLrug;rle for democratic rightll. 
ParLtculnrly in thli time of crlsla, it poaea to them I'Ocitdiam tul the 
only solution o! .their problem. It an:lly~a the cr.onomle roots o! 
racial opprl!l!llion. It t:mphanl:ca, :s.b.lve all, tho rate o! competition 
between ;aemben of the workln;- clan in destroying whit!! and 
Net -ro solidarity. It stresses t..':.e natlonul le::ad~r~hlp llf !nhur with· 
0" l1lch tha nchlevement of deml)erat!: rlghb Is lmposslbl~. It 
erto}l.dlslzes the fundamentally class nuture c.f rach~ol oppn!sslon nnd 
the objccUvc unity ·or tho oppru"cd In the struggle for aoclallsm. 

At the same Ume the part)', with th~: fullest conaclousne11s or 
the shl'nlficanee or the mass indepcndtmL alru~ 1cle;;. vt thv !'~ll;;rac;;, 
eonslrlera that Its main 111dtational work amoml' NeKI"Ol!A i11 thc 
11tlmulatlon and encouraa-em~nt of these mal'!l RtrUKKics, lltalllntr 
illu!lf upon one or t11e most fundnmenLal principles of 1\fnrxlsm, the 
purty rccognlu~t thllt It Is only on the hsls of the t'o!ltlnuut deep· 
.;r.tn;c and !::-e::d~n!n:: -:of th~!!' lnrl~>pflln.lflnt mn1t11 11triii!Jtlc11 that the 
NeKro people wl11 ultimately be broua-ht to t~OKnlxe that organ-
Ized tubor Is their only genuine all)• In their atrur.Jd:t ""d thnt their 5 
lltruplc Is part or the lllrUtrgle for socialism. - -

The party, In l'lintulatlng thto lndtpendcnt 11trutnl'lM of the N'e
lt"l'U people, teaehe11 Marxl!lm to tllum In the onl)' tcrm11 In .which 
they wl11 h!DI'n It, the tenn• of their own desltud and experiences. 
Thus at the present !lla~te of eapltall!lt development In America, 
tho party 11eek! wherever po11alble ar.d !t::a!lible to coneentrntc the 
utt{'ntlon of the Ne~tro masse&~ upon the M!llponalb\llty or the gov· 
r.rnment for their opprc:utcd condition. ll there!oro teaches to the 
~.;"'grocs continuously that the aLate !11 th" executive con1mlttce or 
thro rulln.: clus!l anri on this baai11 :~a~ka to mnbill:.c them In th~lr 
own WI\Y and according to their own inlltinet!Ye tJesire11, 1\l{ainlll 
tl1c enpitalbt. alate and lb dontlnatlnK rOle In conU.mporary so
c::iGt.y. 

The party brlng!l :'lfarxlsm to the Ne,.r0(>5 by empha~izln~t to 
them that the em11.nc::ipatlon of the working cl.-:.!<11 mu11t be the work 
of the workinl:' cla.'\!1 lt!mlr. It emphaiiiZl's to the Ne~trocs thnt Ne· 
~:ro emandpation eaonot toke plnc::e without the vi~torous and act!
IIJlctlficlng struggle or the Negroes themselves. Jt llhnrply c~n~ 
dl'mn~ th:at distortion of Manci:tt truth which states or lm)'hes 
that !hll Nt.ogroes liy their Independent strlllt'f:lell cannot ~tet to f\rllt 
ha~e without tfte h•nder11hlp of organi:teJ habor. 

The purty is on the alert tn Htlmulate anr\ ~:ncourag'! every In~ 
~tlnctivl' tendency to lndepl'ndcnt orgunlzntlon and militant. strug· 
J-;"1~: uf the Nc..:ro ma::st';: objectively 1lirectt'li ft!('nin&t American 
capitalism. The hlstor)' of the Negro p{'Ctple has shown them .re~~ 
tile in the ·creation and ur2anization of such !ltrugglcs. And tl 111 
on the basis of analysis and criticiRm of thea<! creative efforts t~at 
th1• part)' ~cek!l to cxctci!le !til spedal ~::Uiding anli c<~rrecting In• 
flucnee. ,It is (only by this means ~hat It can help dlrl!i.:t th~ etforlll 
of the Negro masses inU:t r.hannr.ls meat pow~rlul and fru.atful for 
their own aims and !or this very rctumn mo11t valur~hlc In devel-
oping tl-re ~neral struggle tor sn::lalism. · 

Tlte party encourr:gcr. the mll!lses of the Negro people to aeek 
the assistance of the ~,;rganlzed Jnbor ruovernenl In the orgAnization 
t1f thci"!' own defense nnd In all atages of their bftttle {or dl!niO• 
crntlc t:ght.&· But In Its agitation It encourages th~m Lo do so !or 
the specific_ purpoile, first of all, of gaining their own deme~Crntic 

.demands. Undf'r nG eireumalancta dau it submergo~ tho spl.'ef/io 
p11r11oao nf thU ·allianct~· in. the mind• of fht1 1\•t"ro 'people cuurer 
any"ocneral ttntl8 of l!uJ fight /or socialiam.. The recormtt.lon by 
tht' muJWH n! the Nc2ro peot)le Lhat or~r:snized lat.or h1 their ally 
in their struggle {or th~:ir Utlmoeratlc riJlht!l c:.1il prove a far more 
powurful step toward socialism than the acceptance hy a !ew Ne· 
groer. ;:,f the theoretic prlnclplem of Mmrxlsm. It Ia !rom the gen· 
eral recognition. bj the masses of the alliance between the Negro 
stru"ggle for democrntlc J·ighta and organized labor that tho' po~J
uiblllt-y arl11cs of winning r.ot one or two but. dozt:ns uf Negro mllt
tants for the revolutionary party. 

. The Negro Prol•tc:lrlat 
The rOle u! tho Negro prolct.Rrlat belongs mainly to the gcnaral 

devl!lopml"nt c! the union· and organized Iabar movement aa " whola. 
The par:ty must be on Its guard to scrutinize all polieiea which m11y 
deflect t!1e Net:re pr~l~:tar!at in the ltd-o.r. mnv~ntllnt from cona1der~ 
lng {tself first and foremost aa 11n lnt.egral }tart ot the atruggle of 
organizL>d labOr fo1· the rigbb of tabor and for soclali~m. Tho op
pression of the Ncgrot>s uu a nationnl minority ~tpeclally ('repare.,: 
the Negro 'proletariat In the organlo:cd lalwr movement "lCir a place· 
In the ver)• vanguard of tho struggle for socialism, 

The Negro proh•torlat, however, has a special rOle to play in the 
·struggle of tho Negro community for Its democratic rights. The 
party will stimulate the Nt.ogro prolotarlat within tho Neg1-o com· 
munltlcs to tako tho lead in the. struggle for Nllgro demo:::ra.tl::: 
riRht.s In accordance with the rOle of labor in modem aoelety. ·The 
NeKro community und Nesro orgnnlut!Ona muat be Rtlmulatcd to 
usc the Negro proletariat aa Ita representative to the oreanbed 
labor movomenL In Its demltnd for as11latance and onranlu.tton of 
tho strug2:le for NfKTO demO'!ratic rlghb.. The link in Lhu atl11iilO 
for Negro democratic rights Ia between thu Nelrl'O communlt)' •11 
a whale ur.d organized labor and not between the Neif"O proletariat 
nhml' and the white prolet.arlat. 

In the prer.ent atago the party mWit conduct, to the extent of Ita 
resources, a vl&oroua and unlalllni })ropa5fanda and asltaUon along 
tte nbo:-v~ """"' Th& preaent situation oft'ers a fertile ftcld for_ such 
wo:-k among tho Negro masses. Tho experience of the party wiUt 
Ita agitation on tho Uarlom dtmonstration baa aluady ahown how 
rccllptlvo tho Negro masaaa :.!'.J Negro proletarian clements •,~o•ould 
bo to ugltatlon of this kind. 

The party is certain eo rtap cown'Cite rtaldla 611eau .. tA•re U 
nu' ut thB pn:u11t li1•W: u. .;law:.: ltlb::r ;;; ~d!'!'.t! ~rqnl'!!~nf!n• wkioh 
lookl 11pon !he milifant Negro dtmon!l~rah'or. n• an~~Aheg afrl IZ• 
eapt at belt ju.Ujiabl~t b~renu•• o/ un/orCunal• teec .. titilla, TM• 
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nu•cuu ~he pnrrr will be liahmed to eGgt:~r·lll ~II the Negro tnaalt.'lt 
The party needs to analyze caro!ully nne/ drnw the les!ions of 

IIUj~ outbreaks as. thnlln Hat·lem, Only thu11 wilt It be nbll! to alTer 
gu nnco to tho Negroes and to the proletariat, jointly with them 
to prepare !or futurl! outbreaks, nnd jointly atudy the rov<>lutlo~ 
ary dcvclo)lment of the American mllBSCd, Every "miner" ·111 :'' 
a cnp.itallst state, snys Lenin, di!lclo.•w:~ to us lu minlnturcc~~~o:.~l~~ 
mcnt.s and germs of the battles which must inevitably tnke pia<', 
on a 1atJ~O S•.-1! during a big crisis. l.l 

h Tbhe Harlern dcmonstrn.tion was no "minor" strike. It wu~, as 
u een shown, an orgnn1:!:ed demon11tration, a Negro nationalist 

!'totest, on a :.luge far higher thnn Gnr:t'yism, involving actively 
d• "llpl!t.hctlcnlly, tens of thousands I}[ people, On the dny o! the 

·· nstrntlon could be see,t on one sitle tho mu.aJu!s o! the pcopl, 
and o~ the other,· "keeping ordrr," the local munlelpality cL~ 
Guardta), the Sodai.Dcmocracy (Cronwnlthc), the 8tall11ist.'i 
:Max YerJ!an and Hope Stevens), the Ncgrn petty bourgeoi!l (Wnl
er White nnd Lester Granger). Del'II!Y announcrd th:~.t h(: held in 

reserve the nr1ned forces of the 11Late. ThnP formed onr unltrrl 
m-oup while the mnr.llcs in the streets booed at thcm · 

The party mu11t resolutely take IlK phcc with' the protcstil1!-'" 
mnsst>s nr.d expose continuou3ly tho unity of tho:;t: arr&ycd tl!t'~innt 
them. The party w:lll !•Ot .&.1lupt mert:ly the alliluclc oi cxph1inin~ 
.w~y the mosses tnke such steps, It correds the exaggerations ami 
mtstnkes o! the masses Dut as one o! them, tak!n.g pnrt in the 
~truggle wtth tJ~cm, and seeking to increase and to dircet their 
JIIStlfi:d . ~nger •uto mo:-e con:Jtructlve channels. In the Marxist 
tr11dltton tt aubordin&.tes all to tho !act that the masses have rc· 
f;:11:d passively to endure injustice and have violently expressed 
t e~r. hatred. The party prop~tgates theao idea.'i and condemn!': the 
Jud!ctal or explanalney or SO<'ial-worker &ttilude. It is only on this 
bb'tr. that the party, which lr. then more certain to gl.'t the rnr or 
t e masses, can help them to rooli:r.c. their mistakes, and help thein. 
~ organhl.t.e greater, 1nore powerful :lnd more effective demonStr~-

!Jllll w 1ch can in turn become nation-wide mllltnnt movement~. 

The Party and the _Negro Natiortalfst Movemeats. 
·- Tho party wages a mr:rclleu war agaln.st the Negro nationnlist 
movements such as the <_;arvey~tes, the P.ro-Japane!le organizations, 
eLe. U demonstra~s thetr fantastic and reactionary propo!iAls for 
Negro emanelpaticm. It explains In detail the utter in~posslbllity 
of their reatlmtlon a11d, furthermore, takes the trouble to explain 

· · th:1t even If" these Wiiru rcal!zctl, It wuuld nvL in F,Y .. W!!.).' b:mcfit 
the trreat maue.s ot the Nf:gro people. The part)• SJ~zes this opp.,r
tunlty to· analyze and denounce the Imperialism of thO Japanese 

·and the. oppression at the Japanese mol'-ses. Thus in terms o! the 
Negro's own life and Interests It builds n sentiment o! solidarity of 
the oppressl'd on an int~rnationnl scale. 

At the same tim~, hoWI!VOl', tho party must study the5o move· 
mt:nts e~refully,. to differentiate betl\•een. tho Ncgru no.llonall:!t 
leaders anri' their slnr.er<J b•lt misguided followers. It; exPlains to 
the· masses th~~:~ tho desire for tho sueee11s· of Japan Is In reality u 
desire for tho dcsttuctlon of the apparenUs.• unbreaka~le power of 
their own oppr~sor, American lmperlnllsm,·and tho humbling of 
Its pride. T~e Impending defeat of ·Japan will strike a henvy bluw·. 
ut 11ny hopes o! asslutanr.o, Ulrect Clr" lndlr~t, to the "eCIIorcd peo· 
pies" from a Japan·ue victory. Tho national movoments,"h"owover, 
even. be!ore the di'!eat o! Japan, used Garveyism and pm;Japan:!se 
senUmt:nt merely R8 11n ideological bol!is for a pulicy. directed to· 
wnrda l!trengthening Negro nntlunw.li&m in the United States. Tho 
movement!! which senk "to d:-lvc t.he Jew out of Harlem or the South 
Side" ha.ve a valid clan bose. They are· the reactions of the rearr.t· 
ful Negro aecklng economic relic! and some salve for hilt humili· 
ated Tacial prldo. That. theec oontiments can be explolletl by fn!taU~ 
cal idiots, Negro anti-Semltes, or scl!-seeklng Negro busincsA :non, · 
docs not alter their fundamentally Jlrogrcst~lve bnals. Thlu progres· 
slvr.ness Is In no wny to bo eonfus1!d with thu dissatisfaction or the 
de1J\orall~d white peLty-bour~tcohllu which seeks ruf~gc in fnselsm. 
.&_.. ""'lean roaetlon can and probnbly will fiitanee or encourage some 
ot :sc n1ovemfmts (Bilbo nnd Bnck to Mriea) In urder to !ced 
Ul-wlll. But the Negroes ate overwh1Jimlngly proletarian, aemi-pro
letarian .a~d peasant In Utelr clusa composition. Such Ia the whole 
course or American hi1Lory th1tl. ully·nui.iuu·wiU~;~ Faacial. mu¥Uii"iUut. 

I {however disguised) will bo eompotled t.o attack thn Neg-ro utruggl" 
for t.oquallty. But tho struulo for equAlity Ia tho main driving force 

1 of the Negro maP movomonL 1: The putty, tlicrokre, while boldly attacking Ule natlonatl11t 
i:.-:- mnvoment ,does not ln·nr~;,· way tre11t these ntovements In th\! attme 

c:atcguey a.a IL would ·a fu1ciat. muvamanl.. it J&tlackll tlwn1 11,1 tho 

! 
f.. 
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ba1i1 eot A progrnm for Negro atrugglu na outllnatl above. It Is the 
abaanee of a eomprohonslvo proscram and action for Nogro rlp;hta ... 1::1_ 
and Negro 11tru.rale advanced by c..rxanbed labor: it 111 the soc- U 

' 

tnrlan prel'enlntlon o! tho d1.'C~rlnc of the Negro strugglo as class 
strmntlc which gives atren~tth to tho netlonallst.a. Such Is the obvl· 
oua bnnkruptcy of the Natlounllsta' magic-carpet programs for sal· 
vnlion In all parts of tho world that their chief atrongth, In Har
lem Cor lnslnnce, Is' due not to thrlr progrums but to their uctlvo 
rOIIl In protobta and demonstrotlona dc.•igned to improve the eondl· 
tleon11 of the Negroes here in America. 

The Party and the Negro Petty Bourgeoisie 
An cronomlc .:!Xamlnation o! the Am~rlcnn scene will Jemon•. 

strata bow slight is the economic basis of the Negro petty.\.lour·/ 
gcolsle. The Nl'gro petty bourgcoislo Is for tho mo!lt rart a woefullY 
disproportionate group o! intclligerlt..ltia, well-puid pcrs".lnal domes· 
tics, stuge J>erfotnJer!!l, etc. Bourg('CIIs 1'-0Ciety baa rigidly excluded 
them not only from social contnct with the whlte11 but also from 
those positions and opportunitlel'. o! 11harlng In the aurplua 'lalue, 
and c-aining diRtlnction, which binds so n1any of the white potty· 
LourgeoiB !unetionarles to bourgocis society. They can do harm all 
in thl.! Murch On Washington Committee, but their impotence to 
restrain the mn:IIICS o! the N'ej1roes when the110 nrc anxious to movr. 
hns been domon&tratrtl during the past period. Such influence, nil 
!or in~tancl', the Jntlinn nntionall!lt hnur?,"~>nilllo hnl'- rxcrci•cd over 
the Indian mns5es, the Nt'gro petty.bourgcoi~>ie can never elterrlse 
over thr Negroes. The pnrty ob11erv.Js thnt the instinct for dlrr.ct 
action or t!1e Negro masses lgnorl'd thr.- NAACP or the Urban 
Leagc, ns circumslnnces dic,t:lted . ..But the pnrty I• on the alert to 
~U!UUOJ tiJ:8 saoJ:IaN Ollll I{:IJI{.'I\ 9UOJlllZJUU1fJ:O .:Z&.M.i)fl Ml0t{1 .liJ'lUil 
today in such profusion, If r.vcn somet.in~es for only limited 
purposes. · · 

The party keeps up ar1. uncea!llng nt.tnek on tho Negro !)etty. 
!Jourgeois leaders, but Is careful to do so, not on genero1.1 grounds, 
but becnU!u! tluy do not carry on a militant struggle for demo
cratic rights and bt!trny ·the struggle at every t'pportunity. In thla 
respect the party attacka tho potty-bnur5tCois le&dots of the -Negroes 
in a m11nner appr~,;xlmating its attnct..t~ all the labor leadership of 
the social d~mocracy. 

The Negroes and the Labor Parly 
The party must carry on n mtlltnnt agitntlon among the 

Nr.groes on !>~hnlf o! an Independent Labor Pnrty. It is a sigri of 
theli· sprciul rUIP. in Amoric"on society and thl.! maturing social eoh.
:ociousn'!sS of the Negro pl'Ople that as a body they. havt> mad' with· 
in the la!>t few years u l"~tpiJ dumgc !n tht>ir attitude toWard or· 
ttanized labor. Shouttl organized Jnbor put fol'\\'ard o mllitarit 
J'rogram for an IJ1rie)Jend•mt l-abor Party_ the past hiatory ol 
Negro•!s und prt'11ent lndldatlons sl10w that the movement of. the 
!'lcgroe.s in Its f~~ovor will. be strong and· perhaps overwh~lmlng. 
The NegroeA In nil probability will pia~ n r~le·ln tho left wing of 
the urg~~onlzatlon, But here also tho Negroe11' situation :lR a apc
cinlly oppress~cl minority, thongh not nci:ess:ar:ty· obtruded, m11st 
be taken into consideration. An Independent Labor Part~ In the 
l!:1ltt.:! State:; nl> In mnnl' Europenn ·:lluntrle! will p1'(lhRhly tnnalst 
nf a Jerlerutlun of ~.,..nrlous groups, with tho union movement pro
viding tht: baSe, tho dl'iving force and the lenderahlp. 

The lmlopendent Lnbor Purty wil! not tolera.to aily distinction 
or eolor within its rnnk~. Local non-union or.:anlzatlonR of ~;all typ!ls' 
will seek nfllliotlon. Negroe~ should be ericouraged t.o join such local 
·al!il!ntlon:!. B1•t tlt11 l'"l'llJ '""'tt. t"ar•·y on o t~iRnrulllt agitation 
OIIIOIIU 1/!liihwt. Nt!gl"ll orgonizatioutJ atrugglirlg for NegrD demo
t•ralic ,·iyhts "/Jut o11ly to join the uuitntio11 {or irn lndtJif'"llllt'llt 
Labor 11arty bitt also to takv.an acti1'1lJIIIrt in ih1 formation. 

At tho Jlrcscnt stugo or capitalist crisis In U1o U. S. this par
tlculnr work b)• the party offers exceptional means of forming a 
L•·ld!:.i betwt.'Co the Independent 11truggle of the Negro maues and 
the gcnernl pt·ohlem of the reconstruction o{ society. 

The N(lgro orgnnhmtlons should bt: encouraged thl•ntsclveM to 
formulnto demunds for their own democratic rlghl11 and tho party 
IIIU!It ln•lst that neither the Domocr1ltlc nor the Republican Party :_ j 
Is tho type of or.:anizati11n which will be a~lu to give th,. "Negroea 
:m O!Jpot·tunity tn Ktru~:.:le for thette rl~thlH within a brot:.dllt' frame
work. At the11ame time, even to the most nntluualiatlr. of tho NeKro 
!!!':!'2ni'!!!.H'..'l!:, tho:! I'"r'Y .,hn11M pn'"' tht• qu~;"stlon of them11elv~:s 
forming a program not only !or Ne~tro demucratle rlghls hut for 
thto eountry 011 a whole. They must look, not to Eur~~penr. lm{ierla). 
Urn In A!ttlcu nor to Jnpanose lmperiaUam, but to potontlnl alUea In 
thiM roul)try nod makt: their own ronlrlbutlon to the elaboutlon of 
thut. lYPl' of sodnl ordeJ• In which tho NeKroea will at. laat ftntl 
equnlft:,.•, Th!r. mu::t L-!! pre~t-nt~d to tht•,fllr~trn organl~aUous U an 
Imperative dut)' tor Negro or~:anlzntlons t.o pOrform. It Is by this 
mt>anA that U1e Ne~:roe11, on the basis of their own nntlonallatlc pre· 
occupations, arc brou1~ht to consider tholr own prublam!\ In relation 
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to the furulr~nJcntnl prohlem of the whole social nrch•r. The party 
will Rel:r.c thl11 opportt~nlty to ru·cJHlill I~R {lWn trum~itlonal ptOJ:tam 
to N~l(roca, for them to conK\dcr In the light of their intensive de
slru for some r;olution, not. only lmmecliat" htlt l."'Cncral, lt> the 
cleKrndntiun from whlrh they havu suffered for so mnny el!nturlcA, 
Such Ill the prolcturlnn comj}OIIIthm of the Ner.ro pcop\l·, 110 ho.~tllc 
aro they to the existing soclnl otdt>r bo'CIIIIBI' of the sprcial df!gmda
timr tn "'hirlr il ~r1bjrrt" th'''''• thut the JlDIIticnl or~notlzation w1Jich 
know" how to utlli:r:e their prcoccupo.tlon with their dem-xrntlc 
rights can tlnd ample ways nml means for carryit1K on that wcial
lstlc propugnnda whitlt musL nlwnys be the climax of rcvolutlonlltY 
effort, po.rttcularly in this perioU. ~turting !rom und never hrnor-

• the basis of the hulepcndrnt strugJ:le& :or democratic rights, 
~ •• <! party will find in the iner"asing cor.tradietlous in 01e social 
order the possibility or uniting In ever higher slkl!"t>ft of deve:opmcnt 
the objective movement of t.hl:: American proletarlnt. toward leader
llhlp of the nation and the mo\·cment oC the masscfl. of Negro pi'Oplc 
toward the Amerit~tm proletariat. 

Negro Chauvinism 
The history of the Negro In the U. S. is 11 history of his l!lcrcllll

in;;' race con~c:iou!nt>~~. n wn~tAI'Itly inrft>n!lint: d~J!Iirt• to vindicate 
his pust and the achievements and Qunllfientions of the Negro race 
as o. race. This is 11n Inevitable result of hiM position in American 
'o..'iety, of the devt'lopment of t.h1s society !tsel!, ntTd Is nOt only 
n-poWet"ful but a !umillat" cllncomitant everywhere of the strug
gles of nntlcnally oppress&! group11. It doo11 not gt"OW less with tl1c 
social development or the oppt"csKed and the oppres11ing group11. 
On the cutttrary, it inertascs ill direct ratio teilf• thr developnttltl 
of capita.liam and· the pouihilitic8 of libcratio11. This wag reeog~ 
niud by the SWP in its 1039 convention when It adopted a reRolu
tlon which stated In purt: ", :. thr awakening polltlc:nl eonscloun
ne/15 of tho Ne!tl'o not ununturnlly takr.s the form of n desire for 
independent aetlon uncontrolled by whlte11. The NegroCl\ have long 
felt r.nd more than ever !eel ttlday the "urge to create thr.lr own 
organizations under thl!ir own leaders and thus assert, nc,t only \n 
theory but in action, their claim to complete equnlity with other 
American eJtlzens. Such a c!i:sire Is lo!gitlmntl! and even when It 
takes the form of a rothrr aggn•s~ive chau\·inism ill to be wei· 
eomed. Bluek chauvinism in Antl!l"ic:& tod11y Is merely the nuturu\ 
excf!ll3 o! the desi<e for l>quallty ·while white American cl111uvini!n.t1, 
the cxpre"slon of rnclnl domination, is f'.SAcntiully reaetionn.ry. 

So clear l11 thiH. development thu.t tociny even the lmurgeoiste is 
recognl:dng it. Jn An Amerieatl Ditem11111 b)' Gunnar 1\tyrdnl, de
spit~ Its prtty-bourgeois humnnltarlnn nttltutle, there hns r.~ last 
appenred n serious, comprehe-nsive and, In mnny re!lpeets, n•1thm·l· 
tatlvt> study of tlie Nl-gro quesl\on. One Uf its final conclusion~ i~ 
thnt: "Negroes nrc beginning to. form a so\C-conacious 'nation 
within the nation,' deflulrig l.'Ver more clearlY tl.elr fUm\nntental 

• grlevnnces against whl!.e America." Such a movement with suelt 
derp hlstorlcnl rol•ts mu11t inevtlnbly bring exns:geratlonll, exee1111~s. 
and ideo_logieal tl't'mis ior which ihe only pos11ibie name i11 chcu\in
lsm, 'l'hls trend undoubtcidly ltas,f!angers. l\tarxlnm both In theory 
and In practice 'has dr.mon11trnt~ th11t the only way to overcome 
them 111 t'l recognize Its fundamentally progressive tendene)' nnd 
to "distinguish" sharply between the chauvinism ·or the eitpresSed 
and the clntuvlnism of tho opprc:mor, The duty of the party Is not 
only ta lend tho legitimate nnplrntlon~ of the Ne~ro ma!!Be:: but abo 
to educate organized labor as n whole 1!.~ to tho legitimacy or the 
feellngA of the great masses of the N~gro people and the greut 
contribution which this can .becomfl to the struggle !Cir socinlism. 
Dc.,plte all apparent difficulties, n bold and confident policy on the 
part of our party has everS' posBibll!ty 'l! Bucress. The reason for 
thl.1 Is simple. lJ'htl'rtaa in Eur,.pe tht! tmtiotml ttiOI'!lmtontH have 
lllltally uimtd at a aepamtlon /tom tile <>I'J'rerrlfitlll power. ill the 
U.S. tho race f!IUIAeiouanrAa tmd chni1Vini1t111 uf tho Negro reprc1ent 
/llltd<Wltl'lllallv a eotutolilfatiOII uf hfa forces {o1· thr pm·,,o/le of intc. 
grulimt into Amrrica11 aociti'IJI. 

. e Negro Question as an International Question 
The Negro que11tlon, I.e., Ute q"estlon tJC shwery, in tho U. s. 

during tile ninelt."inlh t"entury mu:ited nm:u:inr. intercAt and action 
amung the·Jr,ternntlonal proletariat. The cmnncipatlon of the ~ogro 
11lave11 and tho Civil War nrc indissolubly connected with tho fmtn
datlon or the Flnt International, Tho Third lntornntlom,J recog
nh:cd this nspcct ot tha Negro 4uuatton when In its Rtlso\utlcn ol; 
tho Negro Question at tho Fourth Congrcac It Mt only rultcrnted 
th11 auJlport uf tho Comlnlern Coa· revoluUonnt·Y ~~Kru gtruu~Jcg 
but devoted a apeclni l'n!dlon tr) the lmportane'' of tho rOle which 
tho Negroes In the U. S. could ploy In the ~:mnnelpntlon ot Negroes 
all· over tho world and pnrtleulal'IY In Africa. To~ny the 111'0Cea11 

. . . ~ 

of hiRtorlcal development anti c::Jpltulillt dl!lintt>~-eratlon hnvo cnrrleti 
tho Nl'gTO qut!!tlon in thoU. S. a stage further in ihl internatlor.:d 
relations. Not cnly among the Dritlgh ma11ses does the Ne~tro quL>A• 
tlon occupy a forcmo11t place as n tc11t of American democracy but 
all over the world nml particularly In the Orlentnl countries the 
11\tuatlon anti stru~tgle of tho Negro people In tlu! linlted Stnte11 
luut broome one of the crlt~rln b~· which OJiptc!IMed nutlonulltlcll 
te11t the posslh\litles of their own rmnnelpatlon. Amnn~ the Amer
ican Ncgrou themseh·rs the talc and !ate or Tntl\n, or Chinu and 
of Dutmu In their KtruJnrleA !or emancipation is recognized all 
being conni!Dted with their own stro~tP:les. The Negro press has 
consistently devoted many pn~tcs to the struggles of tho Orlentnl 
p~ples, nnd the Pittab11rgh Courit!r has two rc~tulnr weekly col· 
unm!l, one by an Indian and one by a Chinese. Negro orRanizatlonR, 
In their l!ommon manifesto to both the Republican and Democratic 
conventions or 1944, made "the NJ.Unlity of China" with all the AI· 
lied nntlon11, one of their fundamentAl tlemandn. It I! the runctlon 
or the Fourth Internatlonlll tn develop and to clarify thane Instinc
tive strivings of the peoples tnwnrtl internationalism. With the Ut· 
most seriousnt>IIR the party must 1"Ccognize :and expound the hill· 
torle roots of this dt!vclopment n11d direct it toward t.he t•ducr.tlon 
11nd nrR"nnlzntion or the lntcrnntlonal vroleturiat and its preJt'Ot 
allies in their struggh:s Cor world socialism. 

Program of Action 
1. The flrst requisite Is thP. slo•:stemntic education of the party 

on the Negro question. In the pe~iod which we srl' entering, the 
period of world upheaval and S<K!ial cri!'cs in America, the party 
members must above all on thi11 difficult end compl!cc.ted question 
have R clear theoretleal orientation. In The' New INTimNATlON"AL 
and in internal bulletins there must he o series of Informed studies 
and discussions on the Marxist Interpretation or the di,vrlopment 
of the Negro In the h!Rtory o! the United StatC!I. Suel1 studies do 
r.ot cxl11t in the U. S. at all except !or aomo bcglnninga by the St&.• 
llnlsts. It Is hnpossiblc for the party to mnk'l! nny serious and con· 
tlnued progre1.1s in Neg-ro work without some auch preparation. 
For the time being we merely outline a few or the topics which 
can be immediately considered: (a) The NegroL'B in the Civil :War •. 

·The CivifWnr is as much" the theorotlr.al axis of Amerlenn annly.its 
as the French Rt>vohttlon is for modern Europe. And centrol to 
tho Civil War is !Slavery, i.e., tho Negro questlon. (b) The Ne• 
groes in the organized Jabot- movement, their lttaturleal develop
ment in this mo\'cmt!nt and thP_Intorrelation of the Negra commu~ 
nlty to thC!Io strum;lea. (c) Negro or;-anl:r.il.tlonli In the ni&i.t "paaL · 
and In the prr3ent, particularly the Gnrvey movement as the great-
4:Sl Negro mnsa movemeflt which U. S. history can show. {d) The 
Segro tn Southern agtlcuUurc. (e) Negro aoeit:.l development and 
polltl('.:tletruggle:: In Africa and the W-'St Indies .. (f) The eonci-ete 
experiences ot the WP in Neg"l'O work, . 

The11e studies, fnr the most part, are, first of all, matters ,t>f 
!act, but !Ire also mntten of interpretntlon. It Is practically a vh·~ 
gin flold net only ff)r tho pa':"ty but for nll MarxiStli In the U. S. 
They are therefore ti.nd for a long time must: be mainly matters 
of discussion. It is through attention to these questions that the 
party will educate I~J members and cztohll! them to represent :ratarx· 
inm among the Negroes ar.d within the ranks of organized 1nbor. 
U Is by thl!~ means n\$0 that the ~arty will be able tO tnftueilco anti 
to d!reet the fiiWA}'II ~lert lnteN!at nf a natlonntly opprcned peo- ' 
pie to whatever deals with Its national oppreulon, bCIWever un· 
"popular or dl!ltasteful the general idees of a revolutionary group 
might otherwlcc be. As a tlnt pre~ulalte It Is necessary to pub
lish the notes and observations e£ Trotsky on the Negro question. 

2. The National Camrnltte-A must, In accordance with the pra·e. 
tlce nnd tradition of the Bolshlivlk movement, organize a i.peeial 
Negr" department to lleal with the. general ·work among Negroes.· 
This work must In no way be subordlnnled to the wor'. · amCing 
Negroes In tho orgr.nl:r.cll labor mov"mcnt, which !11 mr.-e speclfl
eally t.he work ot thu trade union deportment. 'the w.n-k of both 
departments must be coilrdlnated • 

The Negro rtepartment should be responsible for n 11peclul col-
umn In the newspaper on the NeRTO question and should Invito thl' , 

P"tlclpatlon of non-pam oympathl,.,. in S'jf.~~. 

~~ ~g~y·v-,., ' ~-· 
\' !\ ·~··.~f ift·~· --?- ., , .. \ 'f'J "'""" I (\)J: i ' 
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