
Wll.b--eveiy ·new· ;z».l.}ita!iSCCri~is -Man:.'s treatest
thcorelie:J.- work,. C.pltal, 'comc;s f.l\'U alive. This has 
been-espeCially true. in ~ent yenrs' when the myriad 

'-worJd-_economlC:.poUUelo.Lerbes coincided both with the 
transcrlptlml of the . Jasi wrltlng.s from -Marx's pen-:- , 
The EUut.obJglal N~bcGbl-..and ._• new transl:.Uon o( 
!dU'lt's-;._c:pita!.2 · .Naturail,Y_.tbis . .was supposed to _ b~ve 
taken into consideration t,be nuthe:ot!e_ Fnneb translation 

·. whlcli b:l.~ beer) edlte:d. by Marx him5elf. Unfortunately, 
, th:1.t' b nut tru~ It Is quite· a..t-aoeklng tl) re:J.ll:z:e that ovet: 
: 100 ye.al-s after_ the' publleetion of the German acd Fnncli 
ediUons- ol _O..;sdtd. and i.!ter-, several dlf!erent English 
tranalaUOns, !lu:t we still do not haYe·-in English- (or 
a~nUy :in QllY other-language) the complt!le text of 
O.pl.bl,. Vol.--1:- · .- , · :_ .. 
L TilE ENGELS EDITION 

·. Despite tbt: elUm or-tho ·newest Engllsb translation 
' -bY Ben. Fowkes ttf have restored phllosophical language 
. oiu.!tted-- by Engels (who supervised the first English 
trarulr~.tion In· 1836), _·FOl'lkes in most respects follows 
F..ngela · slavi!hly .and acb: u, if the task was to n-store 
"whol2 :. sentences orriltted b-Y Engels'~- for the . ~gUsh-~ 

· :'speaking· public' by· OOnsulUng· not _the French edition 
·edited by Marx but:. Engels' FOurth German Edition :~.s 

· · ~nden::d' wtt."--11. few- 1t.ddltion:s in the F.a.st German __ edi· 
Uan of· Cspltal, Vol:· I (Man:·Engds Werke,· Vol. _23, 

- 1982). Fowkes take•- the· Eaat German edition to be_ 
defin!Uve and· appears -to tmnabte lnnocenUy from il, 
, wll.'1out. ccinsult.lng :_the· French --ed!Uon · dlreclly. While 
he· may·_ thus lndude some passages nat in previoui!i 
Engllth -ed!Uons he Appears In·· hh; preface to vieW 

·the Frerich ed1U0n· au a mere "J)l)pularlzatlon", 
All_·a reu:dt, ~--•tlU end- up with an incornplete 

EDau.n edltlon of Capital. 'l'b..i$ meana UUI.t wbote·pagrs 
are ten oat· ot sedh:.u ... eh u from the chapter on 

--: ufht: _ c~neral Law of . ci.pttd!st _ At:c:umulatlon ... In ad· 
tUUn, th'l'nt aro many pla~ where M.ux hu altE-rn:ste 
cea.ttueea a: pur:::nphs fer · ~e.~rUt: lnt"lYdN In the 

- ·German N!lt!o01. In many cues tbr.-te alt~ate texts 
o~ to be lAter and more polished fonnulatlons. but 
In &1\7 Caft' we do not have these dtematlw texla to COlO\• 
pat'f! _Fin&!!)', m· • ·few ca~H. we lose phruea or sen· 
tenCis from thtt Frcnth' edition (and presumably from 
~ ..... fll~Uona) · Whlth. bad previously •ppeated In 
BnKIIJ.h, _ ln. enry t:llae I uant..lned, Fowkes l!ot'em~d to 
acre~t uaqueaHcniDJCIY the_ East Guman edition. 

'In- clilng a few· eXamples o( tb'e- rich dltterenl'eS in 
the Freilch_ £:lition;. we must ,never ·forget"that_ .. _the 
French «i-dition _wa.s no m1!;re · tnnsJation. No.f only dJd 
Marx,, In .editing_ it~ hhn~elf;: make::- more, prech:'e :many 
basie !onnulatioru:'·but greatly·_expanded .S'Jme sections.· 
especially the crucial section· of·'AceuniUlatic~m of_ CapitaL' 
as weD as the ·most discussed Ff'tbhism o! Commodities.3 -

. rn· the POstfaCe .Mar:c:called .'attention ·to-the;' changes_ 
he made,singllng·cut·the~sec:Uons:on-:Aceumulatlon of'
Capital>·and_ Fctishism .. of Cor:nm~ties,_and ~np!udi~g-; 
that Jhe French edition ·-"p'osses..<.es a _scient;!!ic, value.: in7 ~ 
del)eni1ent' of .. the·_·orfglnnl arid s~ould_- be consulted_'._ewn :- · 
by readers famili~r;wilh _Germ_an.'", -Marx:-~1-'!f.l_-witb_ E~gels 
lhe taMe: ot. incorporating_.tlie Cb.llnges;from th~."J!ench 

-·Into a n~w- German·: edition. _on· which: he-·wa:;" \Votklng:<, 
on his deathbed.: Wb'eh ·Engels' isSued .tbe~F:"ou.rth ·:Ger-.t'. 
m~n Edition jn -1890be·sald _he.scrupu1ously,lollowed:' 
Marx; and it was. so. ac-cepted by the post-Marx- Man:lsts •. ' 
But Engels wa5. not. only ;hampere,d.ln·,the.,task>..by·his _: 
own earllCr ·attitude of- pie!erence: lor: the: elirller Ger.··-· 
man edition; but he' did not; in.raet, ·incorp.o~•te·an of; 

·,Marx's changes. As __ he wrote a1tcr reiding one.chap,er 
·of the French:, __ ., .:, _··, ·'"' -:>. -- .. :~:. --: .. >·-·-' 
· · ·. "Despite : :.n·_ my' rtsped- fo( the firilstQ' ,~With 

which l_t ·_hu- hten tun:e-4 lntn elegant :Fread:, ·I'm, 
, very upa.et by !hls preUy_clutpt.ff'-:-~· ~·n·wt.itlld·_h¢ 
ln my .eyes a h_lg- m!stake to· take"' the~ French as 
the basts cf the Ebglish .tran:di.Uon • • :' ... -~ .. CEngelJ 
to Mane. Nc•."%9,"1873), ··-- _ _ . ··:_ - :•.:"'· ,:_, 
Marx replied ~mmedi:ttely _to Engels that it he were-~ 

to 'read "further" .. in the- French text;' he·· i•o'uld find . 
those parts that were "better_ than in Gennan'-.".\ (Marx. 

·to Engels,' Nov. 30, 1673).: __ •. , - . - .. _· _ ·;._· · 
· Earllu. Marx. had- gi~en hls :vfeW: of -,thiscmatter: 

"Even though- the: French-.cllt!on_ .•. >~·maY fie'. the ,· 
work af ~m.eozloe quite : ~wledgAhle'. ln., the~ two 
langu;ges. he _(the"tnndator) onen·:tr3nslated;too · 
U~rall:r. ·1 waS.thereJore-_ctimpdled_-to _edu·anew, 
In_ Frcncl:.,. --M.·bole pasures which .I winted to "make 
re•d.able ~ ;_.·. La~r-n_-_wm·be·_all,the,eufer.'.to_. 
tnaslale tbe wb:.Je_ :rom Jo"renclt_into Eril(llah .. and_ 
the J"Omance.-lans.UI!geL,. (Marx' to DJiinleiAOn,;'_May ~ 
2!!, ·1!!1'!); .• --- ~- ":-'. ~ ~';, .- ·--"~··_-::.: ·_- ··.- .: ,. ·_-:-:::··:~.:-t:~~ :~_:"'"'~-/~.:~" ;_: :--
In the mnrt:l than a century ·sinCe·: the-- appe-arance 

o[ _the_ French~cdition.:.:it_ is .th:!S(Llwo=:secttOnti:_On_·A.c::-· 
cumuiation and . on . Fetlshlt.m '_of , _Commodities which~ 
have become pivotal •. The cbjcctive. economie -develoP:
ment of iaplt.allsm as well as post-World War .II· de-' 
batc!J on aUcnation have m&dfl U1em so: In a word. the 
significance of the translation is not_ only ati academic 
question but one_ that affects contcmpQRt)" annlyael; · ·. ·: 

. An examlnaUon of the long chapter· on .. The .. Gen~: 
end Ll.w of Capitalist ·Aecumu1atJon" reveals whole para 
agraph.o; and pages that have yet to be. included In any· 
En&lbh or Gennan (!dJtiOn Fowkes': translatit>n does 
in dude_ one . key _paragraph" _from_ the _ ~encb-_..._edit!on: 
which has finally .mad.;: its appearance' in· EriglWt. some 
100 )'ears after Marx fl~t included lt ·In the French 
edition ot Capital, but it appeus as footnote rather 
thnn within the text as· Marx had written Jt: · 

1 IColrl M4••'• ltll~t•lotlc~; ··~:~~~~~,;;:;·:;-;i;·l,truduced 
bV L.awr.nce ·l(rockr. !Humo,ltln ;o,.,, 1972)_. -- · 

~ t:: ';:.';~?:!!:"'t~~,!:" ,s~~~~ ~~"';', .P~~~. t~fr6" relo: 
llornhipl to the. Pcula CCimmuna haw boNn "3.uUIH'd In Ch.ipt•r 

:.:: :::~~t.,'.=~·'j~b:.p:~roSa~~~~~~·,:;r~'~ '~T 
' Com:n~ot!n, 0u!'IGYt•ko~o'a critique I• in Chop!., 2 ot 'h!l.-• 
. • ~ ~: .~'"1'~·~~.~11!t,t. .... .,~ ............ ;, .. 4..., ..... ~ ................ ~ ~ ·-~ ~- --
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··.:.nut:"niY··crter-ihe · mechom.lcal iD.dustrY had skuck 
root so deeply that it· exuWd. a. prepruuierant-ln

- flueDce on·t!:e whole· of natlonal:;lrodncdou;,oaly 
. a!~r f_~i-eign '_tnde begt~.n to p~omln!lte ·over lu· 

- • - u-mal., inu!e, Q.acks ·to·· medla..Ue.tl.; industry; ·_ onl)' 
. aftei':.tbe :world_ mukd.bad-stu:~vety an:le£ed 
.<;erlendve· areas· of. ¢he .New 'Wo-rld. As~- and ·-.Aus- ; 

t."'tlla: and finally, .. only after a· IRlfficlen\ .numiM:r · 
·'of lndustris.l 'nations ·bad .entered the, ue~c!y 
after -till .. this_· h8d happened CU\o~ ·ate:. the 
up.eated- se-lf-perpetuatfn&· c:yclf!s,. whose- mceesslvc 
phases· embm~·-yeln·a~,_;and." alw:~ys~culmluate ·Ln~a : 
gimer-.1- crWa; wbiW. I» tbt'i : el:l-d of _one 'cycle- and 

:-.-~the starting-point ct,anotllu ;·; .•. ~·- {p. '286)_.·. 
n, THE FOWKES TRANSLATION . . .. 

,should. we be so_glad that the growth .of .a whola 
r.eW Third' World· and -the· debates .. over imperiitllsm 
since '191t'J have !inally Corced, that paragraph_ out into 
English;· that· .wC forget th.J.t Fowkes apparently- indudes 
it only b-r:cause the "oflidt\l" East German edition now 
does sot· (Man:·Engeb Werke~· Vol. 23, p. 662).'. 

Had he examined the passages· nearby in the French~~
edition,. he would h~ve . noted immediately whOle. par:· 
agraphs and pages on the rise of the unemployed anny, 
still to be Included. from the French. 'edition,. for r.x· 
ample:. · ·- :. -~--- .. : .. ~ .. -· 

. "We have just dtown t.bat the a«:uinulaUou. whieb 
makes social- capital gro;y, shnultaneousty reduees 

·.: the reb.tlve size Of tts ti'arlableo part- and oo; dlmln· 
lshes the n!auve dtmand for Jabor. Now, \vhat is 
tb.e: · e:ffett of tbb 'W.C\"ement _on the· wage-earning 
dllSS't"• '- -

'~-- Mari·.-·conu'nui!s --foi-:severai. ·_p.::~.ges io de-~ribe -this 
!'effect"; but' none "o!"thls mite_rial 'is induded in the 
Engll~b (or the ·Gennan) edition •. While- this may not. 
be·as ~·new" as the ltbov~<lt'!d-pllragraph-'on .the world 
market,-surely·it is.high_-ume we had it ln English sO 
that reader:; cou)d._deeidc for themselves. 

, The entire di!leled section would appear quite rete. 
vant to. any di!cunlcn o[ unenaployme"t and the curredt 
capitalist crisis. Mar-i-relafed this--c;dilion-'-to· U1e work~_ 

- - ing da!Sc .movement of ·_1875, It w:u completed at -the 
same·tinu: -M thc.Critlque:·of the Gotha Program: In the 
letter which ac.:ompanled -that . Critique to Germany, 
Mant wrote: "I ~ball. be sending you in the near future 
the-taut pm:ts· cf the_ French ·_edition of Caplll"l."~ Tbis

4 

wu becau~. as we pointed out·ebove,_Marx emphasized 
onlY. a we-ek earlier, "it (the· French edition} possesses 
a sdi:nlifle value indep~ndent of the original and should 
be conse;ltcd cnn by ~aden !amlllar wllh German.'' 

. That &neels · did not Collow the advice as :o;crupu· 
lously as he thought- is dear !rom.-a scrutiny which 
shows_ fairly qulckly that Engel!' edition has !Some lim· 
its, as wh{)le scntt'nces· and even paraGraphs arc stilt 
"missing" from the ·current English and G~rman edi· 
Uons of C.piW, Vol. I. The why Of this Js amui.ng 
since Ens:el!.' eontrlbutJon was both prodidous and pain· 
stl'lltlng.- No other-Marxist could have given us Vol'JmC.'i 
II 'and III. or Capital from ·Mnrx·a notes as did En)[els. · 

·.But It -is_ also. true that no other Marxist or non. 
Marxist w11S ever shown the page proofs or Capita! !or 

'.~ eomn:;:!nt before IIJ~flrst publlca~l9~ ln 1807. And while 

4 :':<:'ti .. ?,"',!y,...j,~;..~~i 1!t. M, Ro.~tltl. Pa•h; C'~lUmard, 196]-68_.. ~ 
u~ ~!~ J<t.f!"'~';.:o;. •• ¥:~r. ~\ !,7.~ ......... ~ ........... ;_;~. ~····-··-~ \ 

the-_letlers betwt!-e'n.Marx and.-_Eniieis in-"l(Ufi s1i~-~---·~--
gr~at theoretic gulC between. the two. men~ it_ is abo 
eiear that Engels was_o_l some help in achle\-ing.a more 
"popllla.r': · presealll.ti()n .o_f,'the.- material;_-, The .-f!li:t. hn:\;V:..: 
ever,. ~vhlch hits. you._ from- -their_ correspondence :_is' tl!..! 

, vetY small' extent teo wh!~~ Marxchad .a serioUs-.theOr'etic"; 
- dialogue -In_ the_· actual working·.· out-~of CapUaL'i Everi,' 

Engel!l was; as: .late as _1887; ~ng th~· . .most · elcnientl..ry
qu~~ori~ about·: c.ipJtaJ;; ~~~-;."·.:,-.: _._ .'.' __ ;~ -\~ .':; ::::Y.: _ _;_.-~;;~.-:~~: .-' · 
llL ALTERNATE TEXTS IN.:~THE .FREN~'"· 
· ··EDITION. OF CAPITAL:vox.: I•. co· ·.•: ·.:,,:~6 

The_.FowkeS:,.transtation-follo~a .• the,Genii~'e~;,.: ·'= 
in several points where_. the F:enc:h ·editiOn_ api)ea.f.5;}0- ._ : · 
of!er:.a .more fully dial~t:ical view. bY .Marx·. Of_~ the .saine

1
--

· problem.uFor example.: in~, the'.· eoncluding~tiOD: :·on 
the "Historical·_ Tendency., cLC:lplb.Ust- A_ceU.mulAtlon~',. 
the E_ng)ish, (and _German) text_.driseribes, ilidipe.ildent 
uiiSlUl production thusly:: ~"l'he 'Private 'proPi#,Y .i£fke. · 
worker In his means of production is the f9i:I.Udai!on '0(-
small-scale. industry".-(p.~927) •.. The Fr'eneh .t~ .lias this 
~ype d pr1vate property .as-the ~eoroDaey, Of:sniaD-&:-ale 
l!'Jdt:s~:· (p. 12;i7}. K iorrnulation ·which __ .de--ariph'asizes 
tne c=-::c_gocy of private property and :~ees socliU.-id.e.tio-nS 
as n taWity~ '"-'·- ... ·. -" .. ; : - :,.,-- :,~: -_,_-·"":~···:·: 

In the. section. of. the .Chapter·. on·- ''MaChiDerY: and· 
Large-8cale Industry". enUUed "Tho Factory", the En . 
gUsh (and Gennan) .-edition states: ''All' work · aC& · 
machine requires the-workel' to be~taught'from child--·· 
hood upvr.~.rds, In· order that he may :learn to adapt his 
own movemt>nb- to the_ unlfonn :_and· unt-easli'lg motron: 
or an. automaton" (p. M6). 'At ·)Jiecisely_' the·Snnui 
point 1n. the_ text the_Freneh edition ·re&.d!: ~"AnY ~hOd 
J~arns .very ea!>lly to ad!lpt his movements fo the' eoni 
tsnuous and uniform motion of. ~e ·automatiOiJ.."· (p •. 953_) 
This, formulation !rom, the. French edition·· .5Cerits '· moi-e 
In keeping buth' with. the_ experiences'. of workeris-:'in 
modern c:aplt:lllsm and with_ Marx's- own ttatcment a 

. few s.entences later (In all, editions" that:_ "_Lastly, the 
,-·..-.speed. with "Nhicb -'!'achin_e work .is' learnt _ _by ·Young -
'.: ~op1P. d'o~!l: ~w;ay_ WJth ~h~. n~ed tll_cbri""'UO B' l!~h!l· 

dass of wor_ker' for excl~Ve_ emPloyment'. bY industry ... _ 
But· the very ·nr.xt sentences. are :rend-ered :again-, 

quite differently in the two t-exts •. The· English; (and 
· ·cerman) version aprtean _to _see_ some positive· effects 

on the worklngdass !ronl"mac:hinery'- · ,;~·:-:_-·:.· .. , ·' 
.. ~The _work .oC.~~~ ·~ople who. are':·me:fttY at-'_ 
, ' ~ndants· cauo ~to 'samti·:e_xte·nt,'-11:N;'TePtiieid--!n1 fhe -

f2~lory by the· use;'of\'maddnea ... In.· addltlori ··to 
tblll, the very shnpllclty or the \\'Ork allows ·a 'rapid 
and constant turn_o,·er or the- Individuals burdened. 
with this drudgery." (p. 541) ·"-· ~--· 

Here _the Fren.ch text reads: :' 
"Aa to the Jobs perlurmed In· the factory <With 
simple o~ratJont,. the machine. can' ror ·the most 
~rt take th~lr pla::e and. b4ec:av.k!o: or their slm· 
pJ..dty. these jobs }'ermll the periodic. and npld 
turnover of the people ~on:nlng ibem " (p. 85U 

,_. Here the forus Is on the •·freedom" gai~ed by the 
~apltall!,~ over the worker -and not· on· i:lhY possible 

benefit to the worker from machinery. ·-This is c ln 
keeping with the footnote to this vecy sentence· in· both 
texts, where Marx quotE's a factory inspec:tor who state" 
that "perhaps self-acUng mules are as dana:crou11 as 
an)' other kind" to the working c-lass after desc:riblng 
sum" ::.ctldcnl:o with modem m!!.:h!ncrY .. 
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None Of 'UieSC- alternate texts ha\'C yet- appeared, 
eVen aS .footnntes, in anY. English :_edition of CDpltal. 
Fowkes also._earrles his ,"litcrnln~s·: -L-1. translating from 
'the' East· Germ·an· edition·. so fa~: as to ·remove ·from his 
En8lish~text ·severaL p35Sages ·which. had_ been in' pre-
vious Enill.sh edltions aod which_ a;;-e a!so- Iri the French 

. ediUon; .This is _-true:of ·the .fnmous _phrase also_ in .·the 
-'seetic-u:·_"The FactotY'·--where -J.Iirx'-_comm"tmlS_.·on·_tbe 

borilig and dehumanizing L charaeter_; ol .. c.:!Pltiill~-~-'prO
_-·-, .Uudioii~·bY ·stating.•that,;::modern, machinery ... d_ep_rlves ~
- thc:work-ot._nll.lntcresL~'6 Herc·FowkCs'lgives'_us the 
~word· "content"·- rather·. -than _,''inter-est"'; ._.-making the 
'i-Mte"ij,assage more abstract,_ but dutifully_ fo_ll!JWing his 

·-.Er.:rt-German"orlginal."_ : '-:-~- __ . _·._ 7 _":·: • 

· -: Ir..eipllc_ably,· we ·Jose a:, who;e. sentence··.from the 
s_ecti.on:'on~commodity_- fctishisln:. ~~he .rellitloUs'~wcrld 

'is 'but- thC _ ~enex ·or the real woild"7. Fowkes~ reiiloves 
· th!s·_sentenCe c:lmplete_ly, _as does _the' East _Gerii:iari' -edi
.- tioit.:~'.I. hope. tO_-' return: tO-· th_ls _ So_o'n ·so: tb'~(:we··~ould 
- finr.Uy know the whole of Uw Fr~nch edition· fn Engl!sh._ 
Here I wished to single _out the most important change:; 
that have most relevance for our age. What is oi equal-'

- importance is_ tc take-· bsue .with the 'attitude .Of.:t.be 
Post-Marx·. Marxlsts_-Wlto,' beginning with -Mehring, ,and 

-Including Ryazanoy,-~ behaved _.as jf_ the _last. rleude ,. of 
Marx's_life was nothing- but_-"a_ slow_ death." The· truth 
is the exact :llp)lo:;.ilc. On e_v£rj subject from phllllsophy · 

.to-.organit.ation, _from the ','Woman Question"- to the 
la~~t ec-onomic . developments, including~. CoioniaUsm, 

·'Maht-.wa!Lhb-mOst __ crcatlve self • .'-.: ·_: ___ . __ 
' The- _lu:. deC3de- of :.Marx's '.ll~!_l'!,)'!fltl_!IP3, . w~ _a_" 

· ~·-'tftine':tdOUil:y~~-ptt>Gucl!ve' f,erlod: for.:·hiiu~· .-:·ootn:_-Phili> 
·:·_;/ S'lPhiWlt•- and_. or,;uit%:t!:On.!liY~ .. 1\-1ille'· thb ~period- sa"w 
':·'-tho .. deeUGe :-.lid·· de:mstl· of. the- lntcmaUonaJ. ·:Wori:fng • 

. ;::-.·~e!i~s.·.'~ttolt,:"M-v:i·_had .. 'riO -·sue&·. narroW' Con«;ept:·· 
""''at- proletnhr:n • organhation as to llinit lt to' a formal 

~11;.·· or assoclatJon. As he' wnrte to an A~ri!!'t....!! ~:::-
_,;:.n_t!,u'i'Y~7 eftcl'_:tt.e~·breU:~uP: of :the -International: 
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