
PRO?OS:!:D SYLLABUS FOR NEVI SIX-CLASS SERIES 

ON 
Thi.\RXIST-HlJ!.i.ANIST P3RSPECTIV7i:S AN~ THE DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION·. 

, The ·new type of clRSses this yee.r, which'- are· concent1;ated 
_on our I'ersoectiveS 'l'heseS rather thP..n on our triloe:y: of revolut_ion*. 
calls t·or all-round participation_-- that is-, active .. ;par,ticipittioil- · 
by- ev:ery membe_r of: the cln_.sses,_. not jus_t the ·presenters·-- -if'. we 
are to_·- Co_colne prr1.ctl tioriers ~ ef ·dialect~(} methodolopy. Dialectic 
_me·thodqlof.'~ ,_- ,. t}louP-h i~ ~s constantly·. ms>_Vi.ne--~ i~ stich_:an_·_ ~bSo~u~e·; 
that_ there.· are no loopholes ·throup.:h wh~ch· _to escao,e.. ?artic~pat~Oh 
has nothirie _to ci6 _·with- being··a "specifilis't11 ih··anY ·field·, :it· haS··' 
eYerything to do 'with internalizinp methodolocy; ... 

. . ' . 

· . :_ ·cci:nSider why the· first' Clas~·-in·~·1ud9s ~ticl"i"-~idly distei.~t. 
dates as -~9 56 8.rid 1984 -- and such di:ffei-ent ·subjects a·s the-- birth 
of I•iarxist-litunanism in the· u.s. f the Afro-AGian ·Revolutionsj and 
the vicissitudes 9f· the th~ory of state-c8pi talisrn both a~" the out
break ··af·· World V/:!".r II and· aS .it conf'ronted the new Third World- revo
lutionS~ By· coristailtly checkinP oure:.~lv6s with. the -.Absolute- r.~ethod 
(i,e., the ·unchained dialeCtic); we Will .see not only the relation~ 
ship of all the- constituents of ·the first class but ·the relevance 
f'or 1984 of a r.:ai-xist-Humanist theoretical work written a:s e?..rly· ·as· 
the·· 1950s. At the same time, we will see how the dialectics of the 
sta.te-capi talist theory,. once the theoretician held firmly to the 

-live subjects 'o:f opposition .to what is, paved the way for the de
velopment o~ ~he philosophy o.f revolutiOn we, call tfJarxist-!iumanisf!l• 

or :take the ~ecO.nd class·;· where we tAke u:P' a di.tfe:t..~ent 
qUesti'on war 8.nd peace. We will see that -- whether it is the 
question of a so-called 1'1i.imited" war like that which was Waf""ed 
a("-ainst the peoples o:f VietnA.mr or whether. it be the ever-mcre
threateninF nuclear holoCauSt that will destroy civilization· alto
p:ether ..:.- it i-s the perSpective o_f renuine social revolution ·that -
totally uproots the estaolished old order which is the only possible 
{"round for the .anti-war f"orces to succeed. · .,. 

War or revoluticn is- also 
pre_cisely the question involved in _so new an arena as ·China, where 
subiectivity as attitude to objectivity-was def·ined in relRtionship 
to· thooe-Communists who had led a successful national· revoluti"on but 
suddenLy found themselves thrust into-competition,with·Russia .fer 
leadership of· the Communist world, armed with nUclear bombs. 

The same multif'aceted-ness holds for all the remaining 

classes, as. preparation £or the final class -- which will not only 

be- a: su.ffirnaiion of·-· the classes but will embrace the totality of the 

new book to appear on International \';'omen's Day, 1985. Haya 

Duna:y6vskaya, the National Chairwoman of News and Letters Committees 

*I-.arxism- C'nd Freedom·;...,_ i'rcm 1776 Until TodfPI was first published ·in-
195B""i-- tb~.19 So p[ly~£\il.g::_:-~eyo.fi.i~J~n~~~tr_(i~-1-J~~--t_q _§.¥~~.!\-"~ fr~~ 
Jv.a.~~_:to r.,£:\2 in 19?J. _J~gs~.,_,I,.uxem~ure:, ·.l1.9r!l.~.lJ~§ __ !<i_Q~-:r:~::~l.'?ll:_nr.d _ __I::~_:;:~~ s 
:.'hila sQ];lhY o:f !levoltU<ior. ~n 19l'l2. All three were publishea as new 
editions fcii:; the ·farx centenary b~' Humanities Press in 1982. 
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and the author of· the new boo:c, w.ill. project this new work on the 

Dia.~~?-~~~~ .-.~-~- :Revol\l.t1on 'in ",P_erson ,in. Chicago-, and on -tape·:in_._the 
othe_~ _locals. Th-e_ iUii ~i tle·· of:··th"is. le·c~t-ure :..:.:.: ·,J..· ir.arxj-_5-b-Huffiani::-t 
Vi9;k;~~f--_ the Dialecti~S·at·~Revolution· ~d women' s:Liberation" 

~~ints_;.to_: t!t~e ¥:fUtur~ ii<~h~ p~e~eht ... : 
__ -- . __ l'';;ti:- from:.-_the. diEiiect.ics. oi rCvol·utiot:L Be._i~g_,irihibited._-bY _ .. 

a coriC~rl"!;rS.t~on. _On.,'a~ Sinf;le __ ~sub:Jebt -- irl_. trl~s- caSe,_ -_\'/Cjmen' S ~Li_be~a..: ._,_ 
·tion as ,ReasOn -·and: aS.-.revOlutionai:-y :.force-~- _We_ Will see _:that> the .. ·<:_~
new book· P.oeS .. to · ihe -very. root .:a:r. \Vhat ·_determines. each cElrid.:all .. _:._. · -_:." 
·forces:·oi .. reVOlution _as· ."Reason._- Indeed', _·it is precisely :t;h~ _·tc:>tO:~i~
ty inv:olved in relatiiig the_-dialectiCs _o:f liberatlcin to .any_ one' m:- .. / 
to all of .. the.·four forces oi'.rt3volution today that demands .that we 
a:!:.::·.~_Oecoiile . !~prac:ti tionerS" .:_of:_;the .Absolute Il'ie.thod --,.not_- ·ap~y .as. we 

·look at ·p_a-st_-:history, ]Jut._as we practice i_t in our daily_ lives • 

.. ·_:~ --~ . --.-·-- Fi~i~Y, .~1 ~hO~gh --~_he·;·M~rx~~t~~~~~n-iS~: P~r~~eCt_j_~e-~: -~h~~-i~~~--
for- :J.964-6S is .listed as reading materiaL only: :for :the. i'irs+..and the 
last lectures,_ it is' thiS Thesis . .that iS t~e-e;iounq _:from .. whi.ch ';'f~.~
will be viewin~_ all ,the TheSes. we will be taJring up .in_,the entire. 
six-class S!3i-i:es. · · · · · ·· 

I. 

* * 
' · ·.; P·R 0 P.O S E·;:J. -·:_,s· Y:I, .L .1 B u--s -f·or 

' .. :.. i" .. · • : '•;,. 
PERSPECT~~Ep AriD' Tl'.E DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION 

... 

IIDW To.:ili;6n:' ANE\v:?·· •. THE. BIRTH OF r.lARX.ISTc .. I!Ul\lANISr·i. and the. 
Vicissi:t\\dEis. ?:f the· State-Capitalist Thj>ery 
-Readin'¥ia., 1· 

"Theoretical .at).d J.::r~a9tit:c.l._Per~pective~r Where to Begin .. " ~ -
(Pe_rspectives· RepQrt _tt) .. :the first r-~ational -.Conv'entio!J. of News 

.. an~ ·Letters .. t;:omm~:tte~·s, Jtilv-19'16 •. ReisSue~:·~n:1969.) _-- . 
11 The ~Iovements-·frcm-- '.:'heory as w€!11 as £rom Practice vs. t'he ·. 
Great Artificer, Ronald Reagan " (Marxist-Hum~_nist Perspecti,.'"es, 
1984-85 ) ·. ' . ·. ·< .. ·.,· .. ;· '" . .· . .. . . . 
l'i£l:!~O_!m,~_igm,. 'C?mm~u-~;:.t?_~L.;.~L~?4--~~if~.?_ll.~S~~9_~~- Af'ro--t..sian_ 
:Rey_olu~1.ons. (f'~rst ed1. t~on ..!.2..22.; _ ne'1. od1. t1.on w1. th ·new Intro
duction by author, Raya. DunayevSkaya, 1984.) 
11 New PasSions and. Ne\'l Forces, 'u Cha':Pter· '9 ~rom. Ph:iloSonhy and 
R~yol uti6n ll.2.Zl).. ·: -· · 

*Marxist-Humanist Archives, . Vol~ r·, ·pp •. 69-217: ·Vol~-· II', PP• 
1277 - 14J7. 

(Note •. it will._i_ndicat:!3 sue;gested concentration :ror·· r:Ub-reporters.) 
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II. WHAT IS. I'IE~/ IN THE AW.2I-WAR STRUGGLES? ~1HhT IS NEH I~. THE:_._; 
~SINO-SOVIE'J' CONFI,IC'£? 

Reading8: 

"W~ arid Peace·'~ ('Draf't Pers:P~c_tives ResolUtion. July 1Q6o; and 
Report to ~ Com·ention, ~t,. 1960: ) 

u_Yisr:_ arid '·Re-voltit_iciil" {Draft_.- PersPectiveS ThesiS.- Jul~/ l9?i: ) -
"-_In "pl~-ce-_.of" ~ Co~cl~Sio~-. ·IJ.Wo·_·Kin.ds of: -Subjectivit:/···,-and_ ·ch~·lS, 

- ''Cultural Revolution or- !taoist Reaction?" (pp .• 326 .. - 4J6· t·rorn ·-. 
r2arxism and Fr~edom, 1964 _and l2.Z1, editlons ). . -! • 

. *"r\·l~s-~ Opposition to Re·a:g~riomi~s and the Drive f'or -N~ci~ar Witr"
(Draf.t .l'e:,spectives,~ 1982-83 -~ published in N&L, July 1982 ) 

'.-_ ._, 

III, BLACK"COHSCIOUSNESS AND THE NEEDED .~MERICAN REVOL~TION. ·c' 

··_Readine:S~ 

"Philosophy· and Revolution in Today' s Global Freedom St~':lggles" 
(Perspectives Report, 1976-77 
"The Needed American Revoluti.on•• (Perspectives Report~· 1969-70 

American Civiliz~tion on TI-iaT (fi~st edition 1.2.QJ.J ·latest 
edit:ion with new Introduction by Ray a Dw1a,yevskaya, 1981 ) 

-l"i:-a.!rtz: Pru1on.,. SoviEito .· R~d. · .A.ine.i"-.i.can: :Biac·k Thoueht · (~) 
*Appendix to; Perspec:tfve·~ ·R~par·t· tO sp9clal· ·c·o~#Sii·.t~t~~rial 

Convention of. News and Letters Committeesr Letter of' Aug. 26. 
12§2. ·from_·Raya Dunayevskaya· .on par8.graphs added· to·_.~Rosa I,uxem-. 
burg, Women's Liberation end l\iarx 1 s Philosophv of' Revolution 
sine~ publ~cation. 

IV, THE IDNG MARCH OF REVOLT• THE IDNG MARCH OF PHIIDSOPHY 

Readin.~?St 
"Todn.y and Tomorrow" (Pe!"'Fpectives Report 1980-81 ) 
I•oli ticA.l Philosophic I.si:ters on Lebanon; uThe UN Resolution on 
Zionism -- and Ideological Obfuscation also on the Left" 
(Jan. 241 1976), and "Lebanon• The Test not only of~ the FLO but 
of· the Whole Lef"t" ( Aucust 1972) · 

*Chapter XII, Sections 3 & 4 i'rom .R9J~-~-]:,}l~e!!lJ)UrJrJOmen• ~_!!~-
. ~iorL.~r;d_Mg_~~s_Ph~±P_s~l_!y _ _pJ'-~eVC?).:~t~p-9 {19"8"""~.) 1 "Tht; New N:omentS 

of· the Revolutionary Ph~losoph~c-H~stor~c Concep"':;s D~scovered by 
. Marx in the Last Decade of his Life" and "A 198Cs View" 
*Politicnl-.Philosophic r.etter on "The Latin American Unfinished 

Revolutions" (r:.ay 15, 1"'2.§) 
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V. THE GI.OBAL ECONOMIC CRISES,AND .. THE MISSINGPHII.OSOFHIC. LINK 

-- Re?.dinfS• 

YI. 

:.~:·w~e.r.e_--Dc;>_· )~e Go FrOm. Here?-~'.-. (Draft_ ·persP~ctives -.-- ::fil:-_s:t::_011e 
·pr~nted"·-~n--~N&L,- AU!!uSt~Septe·mber ·1075._) ---~ . · · --
"Th~.-~ MtU-x:·- Centenary-. ·_niSclo se~s-~·the~·-N8-~d for the: Pliil().s~·phy.-'._:_c;f 
'HeyolutiOn _in. Permanence • :for UnrOoting Reagani~ ·out:·.to~--
Shackla· .:the·_, People ·with ~~Mind-Foi:-ged- Man8.c.les' Of'.: ur.f're·edo·mn 
(Perspectives,. 198'3"84' ) • • . · . ··.· .. ··· .·c' . ·'· ·, · 

-*'iTh:e ·Mts_si~r::-·Link .. -_<P~r-Spti~ti~e~-1966) · _' --- ___ .. , _-. 
. . ~ . -. " 

"THE DIALECTics' OF REVOL.UTIOr< MID ·.· : A ii!ARXIST-'Htn\L'.liiST VIEW OF 
VIO~:EN' S ·LIBERATION" 
Lecture presented by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA.as Sununation'o:f the 
clnsses aild _ F'rojeCtion of' the new· bOok scheiduled --for- publi.ca-
tiOn .. on Internat~o~al WoJ!i_en• s Da:1. 1985. · · ···-

This __ ; .leC.ture to ·include· a brief"- re.p6r_t by Frank~in: DmitrieY 
. oiL~i~rx.~__s tllathematical. Notebooks. 

Re·adi~st~ .-
·~~rntrod~ct:ion· and overview" _to:- Reaching- £or the Future J women • s 
·Libera-tion- and~ -the· ·D1aleCtics··o:r Revel ution·- (-12§3:) ~ 
. It'larX_fs·t.:·Hum·alli-st P·er~P~_~tiVes~ 1284-85-~ 

:~.:o:.~~Th~_jfe-~ish-~. ~f- High Te'ah'", _.iby _Ron ·Brokm.ey-&r 

*** 
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SUB-REPORT TO Th'E PEP.STECTIVES 
giY&n to the Conve:r.tion c±~ 

-News. ar.d Le~ters Comr.!i ttce.E, _· 
July 71 1984, by Olgo. r·omans!'i 

· 011 TEJ(YEAil.S OF MAP~'<IST-Hi.li'.ANI>)T PERSPECTIVES. 

This_-mornltlg- we· wer-e-_ take·n· on: a j_Ourney oVer: a tWo-way .road -·ce:... 
tween !Jiarx 1 a Humanism. and Marxist-Human-ism;~- bet_ween naticnlal ami interL 
natio_naJ., · ~et.ween~ objective and __ sUbjectiye-, __ b_etweelJ .theo.ry:i::tnd- _prac.,_:·-" 

tice, and between :philoso,phy and its :politicalization. Vlhat .this · '"' · 
yearrs_ Pers:pect.ives proposes as a -·centerpoi:nt- of .our·-·activities-. over_ 
the next,. critical_year·-_of; our· developinent'·is just su.cb a journey··,.·.__ _ _ 
ove;r the: whole las-c·_decade of: our- Perspectives Theses _-~:,with··one. goal
in·:mind: PROJECTION of. our philosophy of !-1arx1st-Humanism ·as· we see 
'i t:·-being tested by exactly \Vhat was bappeni'rig in the -·o'bje~tiv_e_- world 
over those extraordinary-yet-'_'ordinarya ten years -- ordinaJ:"y·~·-_ that 
:1 ~,_~-for deg~nerate_ s::tate-capi talism bei_ng challenged by_.~ ··riew age-· 
s ... :r~ vi ng to pe _born.· · · . _ .. 

Just consider VJha.t· those tell years 1974/75 to 1984/85 '.2.- en-
compass. Or.. the objectiv-e- v10rld ·scene it. is the decade that·· hat: 
movOO: . 

l)from Nixon's resignation· to the clear and ·present danger o:f 
Reaean'_s ·.'1foUr more years.;: ·And hnw- cl.e.ar" it is ~today that Nixon's 

-resignation ID8..rl~ed the defeat_ 61> Nixon but not of lrixonism -- a11d· why 
·ilL.our 197?'_ Thesis, pres'onted .·to us nnly a few short weeks after ·that 
~13signation,_ only one line was given to the resignaticn, and that \>:as 

:-to_ polr.t _ou:t _that, grc3.t as ·it ';.·;as to_ ge_t rid_ r.f Nixt;on, what \vas ne
ceso_a:ry · to:_und"erstand __ \•:as -.th_at he was really only the ·=~capegoat=•a for 
the _whol<J· dee;enerate system, which the Porspoctives then e3:nalyzed in 
toto. ·· .- :~= . : ; . -- _ · · · 

2) It is -·the dec.8.de: that s8. 1.'1 the Portugu-ese Revolut'ion, the Iran-
- ian Revolution .. - the· Nicarar.:uari Revolutirm.;. -·tne Grenadian Revolution -
;__ ci!id-- n6t OnlY .all .the Out arid vut counter-reYolutions (~heth9r ir. -_ 
the ·form 0-£ the Rightist ·cOup ·in Portugal or Khomeini 's counter-revo....:. · 
lution fro::~ within the 'ie~'""oluticn. in Ira:n) but the inte~nal dualities 
in each o-£ __ those rr.orr.entous ~verito, and eacb. one was ve.ry·snecif'ic. 

3 ). r·t· is the- decade thfi t ·marked the actual structural changes ill 
capi talinm· and the state-capi talj_st pattern of'' union-busting that 
wao _established· by Reagan • e breaking of _PATCO_ as aeon as he took of'- . 
i"ice.. But it was also marked by new stages of worke:!:s 1 revolt which· 
encomnasned everything free the 1978 ciners' strike in the U.3. to 
Solid~rnc;::lc ln Poland and the new kind of trade ·unions in Sout·r:_ Africa. 

4) It'S the decad·.a wher. the 'ci_Yil war in Lebanon was aherted and 
the A:::·ab-Isracli cOnflict becfi;me Israel's bli tzkricg ·agafnst Leba:Jon. 

5) It •s the a·ccade that saw the unthinkable become thinkable; that 
Gaw U. ~;_. imperialism dcfca ted itl Vietnam and r·eady to spell Vietnam
out anew as 01 Sa1vadol.~; thnt ~xperienc~d Three Nile Island -- and 
that witnessed the birth o1' a ne\-J ·global anti-iluke, anti-drai't, anti-
'i/ar movement -- with all of ita dualities. _ . 

r-. ........ r-• 
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~ ,On the Sub:iective ['Ccne it is th{;: decade -tha>t b~kar. afie;- the 
puolication ·a.:f Philosonhv-·and Revolutjon and moved_ thro11gh the. nubli-; 
cation of Rosa·- I,uxernburg. ~h~men r s Liberation ar.d t-!arx' s· 'J?hilosojJhy _ -
o:f Revolution. It's the. decade_ in which we h.aye been._publi.shing our 
Pe_rsp_ectives D~aft' directly Tn·· the paper·. · (IJ:·he. fir_St ·time __ w~ did 
that \vas 1975, and it brQke totally new ground for ._the Narxist -move
ment:--: ground .that,- unfortunatelY, no· other-._Lef't group_- .to- ,-this· ,day 
ha~ ;chosen _to._ trod ·with- us.) -It-'s .the_ ·aec8.de.· ·ill whicli .,-the' conCept _ ·. 
of . the. l.t/~ekly_ :?eli tical, _Letter_ developed.- into _I'oli tfcU.l...:.PhilosophlC_:
Le~ters;- _ in .which ~:rews &·Letters- developed. into a .. Thecry/Pra·ct;ice_ ·:. , 
12-page.r: --·in-_ \'thich _-the conp_ept_ o_f-.llorganizat_io!la_l c_cr~G_cio)ls.n_ess ~~~- -_ _.·.--_ .. ·. -
which we. ·poBed after :P&.ll, moved· to _seeing Marxist-Huma,n.i_sm .9:s. a· total. 
boq_y. of- -id~a~ C?Ve~ .a fall 40 -:years_, after RL\'lLKr·1~· :.rt 's. the deca:d~ ~n: 
wh1ch ·the 1n1 t1at1on of a ne'lr>' ·lccal_ in Chi cage mo-ved to the i:ni tiaiaon 
o_:f. Chicago as center. · · · . 

. BUt what' io so r.Bw a_bout the .. c18.sses- -that are pr~pOsed _fo'l.' 'this 
yea:r: io. not m~rely_ alJ. the historic turn inK points, objectiv~l'y_ . ~and· 
subJect1vely, that .-they •.dll encompass -- but that our Perspectives 
Theses a:;-e an absolu:tely .unique foz::m of p6litica~-organizational
phi19sophi~ _projection .of 011r· iJ!arxist-Humanism, in which the objectiVe 
si.tuatioTI, tho subjectiYe situati-on and our o"wn spe-cific tasks fer ··-- .. -· 
·that: imrucdiate ·year arc aJ.l tightly tied together in one completely 
integrated form. ,That kind .of -politicalization_of philosOphy is the 
kin_d ot: ;lpopularizo.tion:1 that_ is not trunc~tion, -but that presents . 
the total-ity ~o:f·o-~r 1,1body- o:f ideas~• in :-the rnnst concr·ete '!r.J.y. · 

-· ·Presen'ti·ng- ·_·t~~e -~totalft:Y._ of ·cur body~-Of ide'as h'a:s _ri-othin-g.·to do 
wi.th size. Yes, totality has· been -profoundly _eJcpresSed in, cur 11.thr·ee 
books, -not .-cne 11 --- but j_t is'- in eo.ch 6no of 'the three .. It ·is in-: a·. 
sin-gle ar.ticle like the. ecsay just· reprinted by Praxis International.
!~ calL be seen in a single letter.. It can be projE:'cted in a. singJ:e 
ad ..... Because totality -has nothi!ig to do wi.th quantity. For uo, in 
thes_e _cl:lsses, it has_ everything to do \'lith the .principle of never 
analyzl-.ng wo1.·lU _even"ts without ·relating them to-~the- .st<.lge o:r· cagni- · 
ti on;_ and oi' 11ever· m_aking a cri tiquc •,d thout rela ~ing i ~-_to actia:n. · 

I~d_e.ed, no-thing wilJ, be ;;,ore integral to thes-e. cia~ses 'tba'n 'our 
activi-ties -..:.whether with \'..'c::.·::cr;:; on and of£ the picket lines, with 
the Black "dimension,- in _Women's Liberation, in anti-v:ar v.·o:rk, in 
solidarity ccmmitte_cs -- ::nd-_.both in _terms o:f wbat _ideas \-..re· will_ bring 
to ... those activities and in. tern:G of who \<JG will b'ring', f'rom · tho"sc· ac-
tivl tles with -uo to the classes.- · - · . _ 

That is what we ha-.rc. to be thinking· about while ·we tn'ke Up he-re 
just two of the Theses, and mention only one of the ·P3li tical-Philo
sophic Lettf!rs, out of the 20 Theses and more than· 20 PPLs fro~_which 
we will hove to choose \oJhen we vwrk up vur Syllabuo. Because· _each 
year v.·e have t, ... o very separate and distinct Theses --- one a Draft, 
ond. the necv:nd -'.dl'3.t is furthorodeYoloped out of the .. t\\'0 months ~ety.:een 
that and our actual Convention.-

In tl.c :short .time \~e h<'l"'te today, lot me take just two of them,-
one :from the 1970s .and the othe:r :fr.?m the l<?BOs· ..;._ to cce, first, how 
they -:::--~lated tc two very dif.fercnt objective :~.rene and, nt tho same 
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time,- how 6acJ1 becomes a total p1·ojection of Harxist-Ilunanism in a 
most concrete·-_ analysis, wbich .conti!:!ues to ·illuminate the new even-ts 
we. wil;:t_--f'ace. 'tornor.l:-o\v.~ · __ ._ . · .. 

Let-'s otart ·wi-th the ThCsiS .··fer 1:982~83· __ ..: ':.ihii::~i- wO h~B.;ci:on :the· 
very eve·. of .the_ publication ·of· RIJWLKN~and on ·the threshold Of -the" - -
!1arx centenary •. · ·The· .ThesiS that September ,,;as··c<:!ll"ed "\{nat: to. -Do ~~< 
Facing the· Dep th of- Recession ahd· the· Myriad Global- :Political Cri·ses· · 
as well as the Philosophic Void. 11 It could- alm-ost· be a· "generic·;; 
title -1'or.-_our~ agc.·.o:r. crises --·-bUt-this thesis. concretely' had to' _take 
up·, f'irs1; .and-_:foremost·, ·Isra·el 1 s_ geilocidal invasion of- L_ebanon' ·_..: -- :~ ·.-~ 
nnd the_ hideotlS .nc\'.' crisis-- in~the.·f>1iddle· East it .had wrough·t·.--·_which 
will ~~rely- c'ontinue· to-. be with. us·: in -the·- .year· t=>.hBad. 

-The first sltrpris:e -is,_ that, ::first and .fcremost,_ it didn '.t a_tart. 
with _-.that objectiV-e e-vent:,, but J'li -ch· the -subjectiYe· need '·to articulate'.· 
not:·just -\'Jhat -you--are agaiw:;t,_· but· what you Ore·: for~· Rather than·· · 
beginning with any of the actual·world.events (other than mere ffien
tion;to place us_ in time and--space)- the Thesis began with:-"P.n Intro-:-
_ductJ.on_ that. quoted a .full .pa.e;o from- the. PPL written all the way back 
in August. 1976 on the JJeb<:!non Civil W[:l.r as- the·_ 11Test not' Only ~:f the 
FLO bu-t of_· 'the.-whole ·Left.;; A.t the s8.rne time, the new politicaliza:.... 
tier. o.f 11 t-ransformation- ir1to_ oppa·site 11_· was seen in how. that philosophic 
category was rnanif'ested -in a. very nei'l way in- ·the difference· between 
the Palestine/Israel of Exodus_ ill 1947-48_and Begin 1s Isre..el of 
1982~83. __ But ·the; pivotal' -_warn'ing -that was raised jUst be.fore al~ the 
ac-:;u_.al ll&\'1 ·objective :events:-wcre- taken. ·up in de.tail \'iaS the urgent 
ne_ed· to see how' half-wav·nouses can. become de?th traps, everywhere a 
totally. new· __ f'reedorn .banner is---nOt- unfurled in a revolution str:i:ving 
~o complete itself. 

ThuS:, ,..,.llEle .the·_i.mmedia:te question \'las what regime \'lould.-be im-: 
:posed on ·poor Lebanon, the- question of the half-way houses: the New 
Left was· constantly settling :for toolt the dicussion .from- ,the Niddle 
East nc.t only to Latin America, but djrectly to the deep global eco
nomic crisis·-of our state-capitalist world, ac._well as imperialism's 
bloody outreach vs._ all the- :freedom struggles from ·below -:-- a. journcy
t:bat in9luded ·a trip .even to Namibia and not only Namibia today, but_ -c·. 
Namibia in 1904 ("here· we got a .whiff' of the new book still on. the 
presses), -and~ not only in l9C:4- but in 1951 --so "that \'le wt:re·-sudden
ly shown Namibia • ·too·, a::f :r~3rt _of that global !!lovcTnent from practice.

·that had upsta.·ged- in the 1950s .:=ir;d "which, we now could .see,-- inclu.ded 
riot_ only the Automation battles in the u.s. and the East European 
rovol ts again::t Ru::wian to tali tar'ianism but both t"he Tioliv.iati RP.volu
tion and A£rica., as well. 

You \•.'ill -simply ha-..re to re-ren.d thio -trernemlous Thesis ·for your-
self to see how every single one o£_ our trilogy revolution is 
·tal-; en up-_ right -in relatiQn to u most event whiCh 

made. us remember the so-call.~e)~df~'t'Jt§l~~~~l$.j~f4~ 
jn relation to Bolivia :: 

f·1ac. l\ut it is 
you rsread thin Thesls today. 

its climactic points -- that every production 
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-·Crisis. pl:-octu'6es, ~ ci:i:::lie in- theory·~- which the ·~hDsis spells· o1:1t as·· 
both .the new questiona rai:Jcd ~by workers_ 'battling Automation_ a:nd.:tbe 
I~dian .pe~santry.'s 1'n_O\'J rutionalitya .-- y':1u.-_wil1 ·surely b_e .impell,ed ,-. 
to see_·_the---9.-irect; rela-tio1JShip·-·of· that to both ol)r:new pamphlet· on._;:_: 
the l949-50 :i•linersY·ceneral :Strike .'aTJd_ our .new ·Afro-;Asian _par.Jphl!e_t_._~-- -
In .short,->,.,e: will--find·. oursel~i"e~ diSCUssing in_--these·-classe_s:·'every ·--: 
one_ of'; .uurc:.thrce ne_w_· :p(3_inphle-ts-, as:.well·o. · · · ·. · 

: .:.-:-_;·NOr-: woUld_ w~ .\-JarJt, tO le"B.vE.·,_out of_ ~the -·s_tudy>_cf thia.; ~a;ti(i~lS.~~--~---:· 
Thesis the- Dra:rt _that preceded .it ~- especially ·in!?o:t'ar>.as -it :perm1.ts 
ua to· see- how Part .II-r- -Of the ·Draft on "X'1ethodel•gy··and Poli_t_ic~l_iz~...: 

'. tion, ;, which takes up.:our- whole ·30 year rnovemeilt- :from' pr~ctice- and;_ _ 
from theory, was developed (by the time the actual--Thesis--was deliver_
ed) into-~- -.whqle· sec.tior1 directly. on th_e methodology _of the Perspec- _ 
tives .. Thesis ·itself.-- .which· .ia what I have jtist tried .to encapsulate--:-· .. 
for you,-- _and which _fs why--I_ wanted- to· take· u~ thi_s- The:is first_ ~oday .... 

~-How i€-t us- take an~-thcr :year --._this ti~;e specifically related .. 
·to the -rlack dimension,. ir'Jhich will. surely· be o:ne~ o1, our most import...; 
ant ·concentrations this- year.-- 'ltlc could eaoily -take .thP. 1980. Tliesis-
wher'e the"Road to the Black Ghetto~1and to the. little shorties of· .. ~ .· 
rifiami was:_ not separated,- aS opposition. to the. powers-that-be, -fr~·m . 

_our view that aAll" Roads·.- Lead __ to Gdansk, Poland 11 that year· of- Soli-
"dari ty•s .birth. '·· · · ·. . ·. · 

· .. _ .... ____ Or. \<Je Could. take the· 1979 Thesis, whe~e· the section 
on ::without a, Pbi~osaphy of· ReyolutionH took up specificrilly ;'Oil' and 
the -PLQ_ Gaining a Foothold· with- Black IJead.tqr;=! ~·- -."':" -t'l:l~ year: UN -~·.rnbassa~' 
dar_ Young resigned·- and the· Bl'acl{ _Caucus was pitched :right into the · 
Middle., East debate-. This year is_ surely a very different.- situation, · 
PLO-wise, but the q_uesticn o.f_ the relationship between anti-Semitism 
and ·the Black rf:volt that. is swirlins ·in the~-m\,ovement's waters again 
is one that- is bound to make not only this .Thesis but others .from the 
1960s right through the. '70s most current again. 

But the--year most irr.por:t:ant to talte up f·or -thP. Black dimensio_n 
today,· I·-believc, is 1976-77 ---and this time I want. to take up the 

_Draft Thesis primarily. Nut just because of the significance _of- f. ~s 
_ ti tie ~ 11 Hational/Interna:ti:::n8-/., Stibjecti ve/Objecti ,,e, Crises are 
Teoting, Revolutionaries'' -- ·_:: e-ven' because,- four yearS before he 
found- hi-s.-way i-rJto the· V.;bit~:·:nause, the very firs~ oentence Clf _the 
TheSis t3cores ':th~ blatant Tacism of Ronald Reagan" -- but because 
1976. was the- year thRt the events in South Africa were quickly taking 
center~stage ---and the juat-erupted new Black revclt there- saw the 
Thesis, _at one and tho same tirr.e, footnote bnck to our 1960 Lead, 
11South Africa, South USA" and point to the totally ne\·.' ~haracter of 
the revul t today -- v-1hich became the :fulcrum not only for digging in
-to the--·diall:lctical. relationship b&tW0€:li the two u.ctu.al- revvlutions ----
that· -year --. Po~tugnl and Angola -- but into the statc-capi talist c..~n
nections· betw_een the U.S. and 3outh 1~1'rica, nnd the state-capitalist .. 
conflic't bet\ ... ecn ·Russia and Chinn. 

The whc2e cente:t: ·section c:f this Draft -- the mediation, that is., 
to the -full r4arxist--Humo.r.ist ann.lyais -- \'o'D.S precisely a new lao~ nt 
11State-CapitAlism -- :ln 'i'heory and in Practice." In short, it was 
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th.e concrete gren·t nei\'lOt(':t:c.: of'_rcvolt of J<lE:.ok. South ·.:··.:fricnns thr1t-
- \"laS .f'orcing the L!d't.-_(or ::',t leo.st it: could have·cn::\tlecl there) to ui1~ 
deratond .that 1 t w~s the poss_ible: nev1- shi.ft in glob"~.l p_ower , _(\'lhi_ch 
involved_~ Russ:i.:t _ahd :cubo''s·_i-ole i'n. _ngoln) ·and not tbe_· quE:Stiori :of' 
Sou-t;_h-- ~\.fi--ica's aparthEiidL_thqt_.Ghin.q wcs Concerned·'.nbout, and .thztt··~,o.S'_ 
the nbs_olu1:e opposite of. ·what. the masse:s i_n motion:,were'_ dri,~fng for .. ;_...; 
whether in· _China,_ ln .. P~rtugnl, ·in. ~1.f'rica,, or. iri the u: .. s-._:· · · 

. . - -

Our coiJCCntr?.tion on the· niriCk diule!Jsicn''that :vear·.ia ,.;hilt di'c-:-: 
. tnted the decision to start .working out __ a new- pa.m_phiet On what ·we .·~/ere· 
then culling Elack Voices - l'lhich, by '1978, turned out' to be ,Era!]tz 
Funon. Soweto ·, and American Elack- Thought • 1976-77- was ols_o __ the yeo.r 
\•te establi_shc::d ._a· new Chicago -local, _-with specin.l. e-m_phc.ais on· thn_t ~arne 
.Ela~k _ dimensi_on as well -~,a· on labor (mo.nif'ested in~- the· pamphle.t .0~- · . 
the 1877 First Gener"l Strike) "nd. on Women •s. Liberation· ()'lhich we 
had _.t:rfeq._ to. captu:t;e in -~'!orking .Women :for- Freedom;)·. · -. Dy _the· ·tifl}e ·, .
~dl. this· wns. develope_d .anew i'n the ac_tual Convention- :hesis,-- t\>-10 _short 
month_s la:ter,- rind .long be:rore the new. stage' :o:r __ South Af'rican ·revel t 
becrime h:nown worldwide ils the B18.ck ,Jonsciousness Hovement-, it _·wo.s .. 
clearly 'proj~.cted:_irl the very ·title o_f'_ P.art I.. as 11 l'!ew_ St_ag~ of' -Bltick 
Revoluti.onc.ry:-Consciouaness; Precursor -of. _Globnl Struggles to Uproot 
this Decadent, Cris_es-ridde:-J,. State-capitalist,· Imperialist h'orld"; 

. and in Part IV, neur .Tasksr· ware clearly· seen_ as ~'Creation~ o.f' a·· 
Phil9sophic Nuclcv_s that io not just an Org·an_iza'tionnl _Tas~, ·out t_he 
Pressing l!ee:d ~or. Ong'o_ing R~voliltions and" Revolutioris_-to-be. ".- _ 
Whether -:or ·not· that could be. accompliShed depended -- and _-still-does-
on whe __ ther we hold -tightly tOgether, as· a ounit, _philosophy· and -revo- . 
lutio:q,- n.ational_ a.nd· in_terl?ational~1 objactiye-_?l1d' sllbj"eqtive: 

* * 
·J6-:e~ct).y which Theses _we will want to conc·e-tltrate on ·au·t ·of theoe 

'tremendous 20 so-cn.lled Drafts_ and . Theseo, and- exrictly._ '~h_a·t kind· cif _ 
Syllabus we will be able to· sug[;est, v1e will be working out late:c t~is 
summer,-· so that, _hopefully, the new clnsses can begin in all the --loca18 
early ill October and end before T'hnnksgiving. Rnya has suggested that 
the original four we \'<'ere thinking al;>out be expanded to six, and that 
every single one hn.ve a 11 \lho.t 11 in its title:_ \'lhat is Nnrxist-Hum2.n-
1sm'? \1/'!-r:tt is Dialectics? \-'lhnt is !Jews and Letters Cornmi ttees·:· \</hat 
is the uniqUeness of' Ht·dJ as 1 t respollds to _the objective si·tuation 

.. monthly, rooted in .thnt methodology? And n 'vihole lecture on the or
ganizc:tionr.tl expression of 11revolution in perrnanenceH and l,r&L as that 
unity of worker and intellectual that is able to practice ~heory as 
\·tell as activity. :·~ bove all, each one: will have. o.s \vell, n concrete 
relationship to the actual nctivities and forces of revolt we are 
working with. 

Hhethcr each lecture could have t ... 1o prescntcro: which worked 
·out to \'lelJ. for tho classes this past year: end whether all six 
\'l!ould be vJithout interrup·tion or whether we could have two classes 
and then tt week before the next tv10, to .take up other discussions, 
ca11 be t·torked out Rs each locnl sees best. 

\fnnt WiJl not have to wait -- indeed, cannot wnit -_- until the 
new clnsoes nctunlly begin, is grnsping nnd projacting to others (be
ginning with the ono we ho.ve just heard today) whnt our Perspectives 
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, Theses; are,. .. They are nat· just .a lo:t OJ facts and h~atory, though 
there. is plenty. o.f that, too. _·They are the_ kind_ of :poli tiqalizatiol_l, 
that- does-.. no:t' se-parate :the. im!r.._e.dia'te. ques:tions· from the. universal.; 
the Kiner_ o:r, anaJ.~'sis ·_that l'lill help the forJfar¢i __ m_o_vcin"e.nt; "._the:.an_C:t~Y..; 

.sis_ ?f .. new_ objective eyents .. that· is no;t ou:t_- rrierely :~o ___ prove· ·wh;;tt ~e .. 
already know; . but. ·to_.:deepen_·:· and. develop· J.1arxis_t;Jiuraanism; tb8.-.-_kind
of analysis of the curr'elit. perioc). ::that will. show ua_ tlie. method for.
analyzing __ the' eVents of the''futureo Above al1,' --they: are.~.a,.n.;expres;_: 
a ion of the totalitv oLau+ body .of iueaa. · 

F.i.nal.ly, back. tci the b~kinning (in ni'e>re' way;;- than one).· )ri' the 
'l'erspect_iVes_- we _heard -this;· mornin'g we_ were shoWn: the· way tl1e _ev_ent·s:- _, 
in Cuba in ].961 impelled· the cr~ation<of ,the_ ~~Jeek'J..y Poli-tical. Letter,=:· 
which· based: ~ur fti.nd~mental ·stand ~ga:inst ·_the- U .. s. ::.l;_n~~sion . .i_n the, . 
Bay:.of' .Pigs ~n ·the gro,und:-s of- our·: 1960 Resolution . on uwar· anq Pe_ace~' 
'2hat had been written _after the U-2. spy :pl·ane··incident had put an· end 
to the. 11grand- illusion" that-. th8re· Would never_ be a nuclear war. _:But· 
i"f _you· go· back~:to the Archiv.es. arid r_ead that 1960. Report_,._ you .,.,.111-· ---;. 
l:ind _ t11-at what \\e quote there \'iaS :really the ver'y a~~e anti~~vrcir pos~- ·· 
tion \-Je.had· onunci~ted as early as 1C:57 .. \le _we~e pro.~d; we __ said in 
1S60, that :We--didn!t have to -.change a si_ngle \-tord- ·o:r. it .. ·A f'ull 26. 
years. later we ·still didn}t~:.~so ';fundamental Y"as_-·O:ur stand .. · FOr ·it 
\'las .. exactl.y tho"se same _paragraphs Raya used i-n ·the doncl~sion 'of· -_c_ur 
Lead 011 t~e- .invae_ipn"_o:t>. __ G£enad~::-:tQi_s·y~al.'··_;.._ in tl~e De_oembe;r-1983 N&L-. 

TO' requo.te· _th~t 26::-_yea.rs. later< .. - without, qUo-tes --:- d9_es_ -not._-· 
mean that not1iing has changed in the 'de-cades between.. R2.ther," it':<is · 

__ e~actJ.y the relationship _betw.een _working. out -what is_~ -in each si_
-.tuation at· .. the same time -that you are rooted in what you have- esta·
bl.ished -as yourg;round -.,- and the. method._.to work it out --that is 
what we will be .projecting as Marxist-Humanism in the v~_ry, new kind 
o.f·.classes, fride_ed, in our Perspectives 9-.nd ~o~itical-PhiJ.oso_phiC> _ .. 
Le·t,ters thl.s 'y~ar~- · · · 

**·~ 
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