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You cannot imagine what n thrill it :nB.s been for m~. to typ~j' .. 
thia-I am sure no teen-agar reading Forever Amber could be more , 
excited~ And now, ·in a day or so;· I .will get. to· >;ssence. I am 1 
sure ·that fc1• the others or us who arc reading it, we woul.d. like 
to .. sink our teeth into. it, without having the extra disturbance · i i of following your handwriting (It always :has had that·.type or. · · : 

I ettaot :on_ me- a't least, and that· whe_tbt!r.<tt-__ '~s !3lear or unal.en:t-; ;._-·\ 
. following the exotic curvatures,. the uncrossed t'e and u.ndotteoi 1'" 
I has·· ·constantly· kept me out or breath, and only at'ter .. I 'got civer that 

-! h~rdle :OOJ.?.ld,-1 go- back _:for.n, seoond·.x-~ading ·as- ro~ conten-t.-)·, eo;·IL 

I
I typed it, despite your admonitions. to :the contrary., However, .Just) 
1 

in, case·- there is _some_ pro:f:ound--rea~on t'or your st~bbo_?:'n$_~~---~~-t--1: --.1 
! did;not: divine,. I have· sent--the copy-_to· n_o one, unl;i·l.:Ir-~get your·';" 
i o.k. Incidentally, without the .typi_ng they· would ale~-ha,vano~.,-,; :· 
, the benafit.or nuiny a passage t:rom Hegel that you were .. too. oxhauotod'· 

'to co_py out, and no One but us th~_oe iUi.vs ~egc_l. c. ,·· ,. ,-

, ' - - ~ ; ;-
i 'lest week. I we.s so stimul.ated'bi ·_the :PrGta.ccs tha:t !. werit!- · _
' over the contents, and tl'ied to find some logic to the t\;o dif'fe.'. r·e.:>t': 

Logics ~and nlso 'to why all the. 'CO;:"lolu~ions-!n Aec.=_ul.at1.on or ··:._.-;:· '" 
CapitaL I ventured - out with a)lypotheeis,..;.it'must r.sve been:· · 

!·· ono ot:. those ulunges wher·e you land w1 th your head· on the.' c_old - ·. _ 
Concrete s1noB I hnve not had a-'· comment t'rom Grace_ as "GO f11'1· braueness" 
Here i.e what it .was. Comparing the contents or the two Logioa,'and:·:· .. 
that of' the French edition oi' __ the ~arx' A .Acc_umulat1()n, _.I_ .thoUg);t'_·~!. _ ., 
that in either case it might not be Just 'Co make 1t eas!et• fo~;the:. · 
reader (or the reason I held to in the case of' Marx, whi;:h.:,.aa 1rl:lat'~ ·' 

. ·he felt )le would die before finiehing the 3 volumes, and though~' i · 
1 tn include all the conclusions plunk in Vol.I),, but that there-!llig~t 
' .be a logic to tne dii't:erent approaches. _Since in 'Che _Sr4all&r andj . · 

·la:tur---!.,oglu Hagel :tucludee .. 11.1::,, cuno:t.u.slonH ,-plunk -1n tht;:--'bug1r-~"l1ng; 1 -·-
:Preliminary Notion, I felt tlmt although' you might not ,be 'able. 'to l 
get the concrete truth in all its riohneas.,unt1J. after you.haYe ; . 
goae 'through the whole di·nlootio \o"ith h1m stage by. stage, neverthe'- · 
lese he might be willing to introduce yQu _in a prelilllinanY. \o'l>Y to I .. 
his conolusions, once you were acquainted with the Intro:iuot!on. or' · 
past history or philosophy. !n ·the case of l!s.rx, once you got thej 
basic pl•1no1.ples and movement. · 

i 

!.. !r 1t is loa1c, and not pedtlgogy or appll.Q~'?~ng death, 
that hne bean the oauoe of .the different rom of)'~gf:S"and or . 
Accumulation, then I hnve many othor devaiop.,ents that would flow 1 
from l. t, but I ~:ould not \o"i eh to venture out 1nto these C<% 11' I am> 
on the entirely wrong track. 1 

: 

Will. be in liy Christmas and look !'orward to aeeing you. 
How have you round • !7 l!ow is ~h•'l And ! ?lD . My very 
best to both of thom--the one in person, tho other 111 embryo, 
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· Denr Grace: 

I have Just managed to ol'>.ake the cold .W1 th.wtil.<•J:J 
to NY and eo C>all !'.\.rat now.put to paper the .\.deae·I 

regarding us two. I wiah to propose that .we :~~·!~~~:~;:~::;~~:~~;~l, regarding that o!'t (and not by accident 
.and 'in.t!le epir1 t o!' the new me, I 
aa the Materialism and Dialectl.cD 
conero_te The S1£"nit"1oSnoe 01: .CS.:p1 

! ·includes within .1 t the conception, 
and I on matar1allsm, .but that we wr1 te both. ·You 
what _Jiinm1e 1 e No"tes on Dialeot1o have aocompl1sheo.-,.-"they. 
relea.sed theuennds or little eel:r-creatlng· gsi•ms (u•e .there suoh 
gen11) which pop'\ all over my head and expnn!i oTery ol<l.'.id<la to 
such new height•, that 1 t begins tc :took 1'-l!:e :r understood. 1:nu~l>! 
be!' ora. Let me give .you an example; I chave o:t'ten quoted Marx's . 
etatelllen_t th.'it Ri.oardo by n nv1olent o.btJtraoi;_i.on". tranetor:nOd_ rD.te' 
'ot."., ::urp~us "'.ra.lue i.nto rata or pro1"1 t~ !- woulU t;dd. that·;-:id thout _ 
. shoW 'bow this Wl111 donA m£oani; _the :fRilU!'S. ~-0 WOrk OUi; thA_ -_rela't.ton ' 
betwcan the labor theory· of' valu.o and the pb.enamenU. o: the market.! 
and so the .ll\bor theory of value !'laundered until. l{arx who >ras not 
inh1bi ted by a "bourgeois skin" showod the allGW<>r &hd thereby 
his theory of surplua value. 

Now "'~toh. -No doubt 1:- I had ~io-Q; "prove" ths..t I \'lould 
· h"ve dealt into great minutiae of this how, and of how prot'1t is . 
~·a relation to to'ta1,. ne,; juat --to var1a'ble ,- ·oapl ta.~, e~o.- ·- e_tQ., And! ·
' whore in all this would thot .. e have- been a conneet:1on betl41Jen _the_ l 

·' "violent abatrnct1on• o!' B1ca.rdo and the trua ab3traat1ons ot' Marx? 
: ~u.t -pr>e!!ently I a!!..."rl ~e.y t!u:.t it \-:as necasa:s.r,v- to- daaucnd. f'l'om> 'the· 1 · 
· ~1olent abetraat1on to tho oonarete trans1'ormat1on o~ surpl.us value 

.. into pro::"i t nol 1n order to •prove• the. d1f:fe:-enQe (in truth thore; 
'1s no d1!'1'erenoe since all prot'its eq~ml all values and we ar,. ' 
. 1ntorestod in the totality and not in tho invidividual <lev1at1ons) I 
. BUT I!; ORDER TO RISE TO HIG3BR, and THF:REF'ORE true abotrnotion, . 
: 1<h!oh 1a that Surplus vttluo io " gl?en mngn1 tude, etc. eto. -

Or· the exrunpl~ ·! gavn on Lu~emburg. \'ihere previously 
.I uould merely oounterpose, 1nstes.d o:r also correlate, history to 
.loglo I oo«ld with the ne>r eyes, oayahet she 11Ubet1tuted t:or 
i 'l!s.rxla• uniVersal! 0/l.?l tali om, iiOl>At'1aliam, or•'at1ng la'<'S t'rom i 
th1s not1on-detormJ.nat1on, i.e., the 1'1xed purtioular (imp.)-1n which 

.the true un1veroal (oap1t&liem) happened to be at the time. You mora 
- thnn any one Of\IJ.mundAretand the approtto.h. Or, to be morn oo:-reot, 1 
:ou hnv1ng .-1~2x d1aleot1c afl par~ of yoar kno~ledge all along, · 
OAn t'1nally !!h(l9:d your 1rJl.!.'b1 t.tone -in ta.1k1ng to a mette -w:om.s:'l o-r 
underatAndtng, end oo-prooend soon to the notual dra:!'t ot: the 
nrtlcl"· 

J.ast : 
hns long war.tnd to f'1nish th!\t un1'1n1ehsd/chapttir 

o!' Vol~ III-wo will. lnt him give us nll hi~ ideas, but I propose · 
not to 1nolud" him Jln this correspondence (I will snnd him oOp1oo 
ot' lettflra I send you., and you. do th" enme, but I wnnl: u.s to do 
th1" thine; on our own, and involve him onl.y no we UP;"TOt~ch the 
aotunl ntnge o:r rewriting). 
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Here are come of .t!:le prell!!li.naries. .ll.l.though we 1d.l.:l . 
tal.lt of Capital. (and ·Theories), we must,. of course, hav.e in ... the b~ek 
o~ oar mind, h1 e early economic manusorl.pta. It seeiO.e to·· me· that ·i 
what l>.aa been happening is that the earl.y, eoonomi.c wanuecr1pts and .. 
the concept of the al.ineation ot labor have attrao·teii, .to the lltt').e · 
extent. that they are al.i ve in America, the seotarirme· •. ·. Kar,ause 'If~ • 
triad· to get them. out ot the. se.ctnrian eon text· and Bl:low , that·-:. , 
al.ienat1on or l.abor was not ~· mere human1ta1"1an "adjunc·t~• .to ·his .I 
•rea~•· economi·o theor1ee :;tell far short o:f"··the taak·-bS.onuBe:.hc· did" 

.not-'hov to 't~se the dialectic not m-erely 1n abS_traot··-:tornfa':bti't--.-- -l 

ooncrete;ty, by dialectically co:nb1n1ng ,:tha1; is tl:le· aoncept:·:ot. _ .. 
allenat1on >11th the actual. economic l.aws · 01·. production anal:;:z:.,d. • 1 
by. Marx. Say llke (>mat a say!) Marx was abl.e· dialectically to · i. 
combine the the de "proaucticn creates 1ts o>m market"- "ith ' 
.the "li"orkera GI'UlnOt buy back etc. 0 by showing the k1:ter to· be 
a neoeHa.;•y component or vaiue production.: The- minute wa -try_ to 
show a enat1on and .value ae equ1val.ents we will. be sat .upon b;r i. 
the· underconswaptioliists, tor the, eeono;lst tendency is. a· ""uoh. mor.o 
uotent factor in the movement the1l ie th~ eecta:•ian. lllu.t we must i· 

; re!IGmber tha.t WhOr.e&B Sh the I ~S the underconsumptiOUi!ltS Were tl\e 
· ma.1n ane:u1ee, 1.n the 1 40s the ple.nner~. are, the_--c.ht:et'_.ensm:tCs~. · 
Where pl.at\n1ng was subordinated to "buying bD.ok•, .the Trotskyist, i 
as distinguished t'rom the l!:eynee1enp eould·yell No, pl.an 1smpra .: 
important, and appear revolutionar,v. Eu.t now that everybody, trom 
Truman to Reuther, . trcm llev1n to lias ton, all. yel.l pl.an · even t.he 1 
quant1tath·e distinctions fade-where we ·muet reestablish ,plan by: 
•tree aoc1al. 1nd1v1dual.e", In any case, What do ~ou say to writing 
an !&nelyeie ot.the early economic manuscripts l!'WB that· early l.asl; 
chapl!er or '{""\!!"' I that I. w1l.l send you reg1atercd •. (Remember i~ 
ia the onl.y precious ocpy; what a. dam.!'\ :l.'ocl. I '"'P r·ebell.ing ·ag.,1nat 
typing or all inconsequential -~hinge~) . . .. l 

AnothAr prel.1m1nary phase. We hav·e never seri~ueiy , 
analy~ed the various dratto of Oapital., to the extent th&t we knoW 
them •. From the introduction ot Engels to Vol.. II, we =n sos, it' ! 
you wntch cnret'ul.l.y .the pagination or that first dr..,:rt, th~t this i 
is how Cnp1 tal WC\uld hRVa looked: · · · ! 

I. Colnlnodi ties &Money and Trnnat'orma:tion 
of Honey into On pi tal. · 

II. Thea~ies of Surpl.us Value 

III. Cnp1tnl and ?ro:f'1t, Rate of l':ootit 
! 

IV. Produot1cn o't 6urplnft Valtie, 
ULll the ;.;ny ttJ tho end Of btxf~;: 
Vol. I, morP or lesa-. ! 

. i 
In other words Marx wcul.d have stuck to app9llranae, the bo1ng or: 
capital, oommoA1t1oa; Rnd then·aga1n to the appearance~ the form ~t' 
surplus vAlue, not to epflak or arguing with all cth~r oourgeo1s 1 

theol'iata (tor oome '162 p!lgaa) b"tol'e he got down to the la'hor r 
proce•s, 1n th., apeocly manner lm wl1ioh he ante to tbe esseno~ 1n i 
Vol. I Rl "" know 1 t. Ilia l1 ttls footnot~ 1n ·Vol.. I. that he who ! 
wishe~ to know all. bbout profit betorA he hea l.earnsd all about v$l.ue, 
w1ll !tnow neither th~ on~ nor the othtn', wtui a s:onero.l1zat1on url!ved 
at not mer~l.y by l.cok1ng at•man or undorotand1ni• but by 1501!18 1 
through the entire proceou h1msalt in the notual. wr1t1ngl ~en in 

\), 9211 one ot' h1a l.ettera h& therefore awns up th" entire mea~lng o:f' Oapj;tal. 
· "1n two p1 thy formula: dual nn turn or labot·, and Goparat1on 'or val~o 



trom protit; he aums up bo"tll "the. value o:f'. iU.al<>a~io and. biB ·ox-igirial 
oontr1but1on. \fe muat.go into this. ··.um The stal1n1sta:.1r,_i.the l 
:eu1•rent Bolshevi-k announce, _l' ... new _book;~. Russiarr-- -_ot-. ·~arx~a . . ~ 
letters on·· Capital.; 1 t aeeros a hef'ty .volume ar..d ·mi.ght · b•i'li·ooi•ulete 

. verdon t'inally. _Check i!111l!Cdiately. >~ith F'o'ur :Cantinnnt:a';· .. i.l.=o· : .. i 
w.1 th .tha· stand· on 4:2nd st •• _ The tu~l title:- le _~K. __ Mn_rx;;-;_:lf'.;':: Etigel.a~! 

.Le ttcra about Oup1 •al (P1Amn tl::' Kap1 tn.lsl Instltut~f ~1-'-F:-.Li:'u:td.er, ·; 
RC:P (B) 01.948

0 
:S36pp.j it 1e.revinwed in tha:Bolt'.havik, •Cet,l5·(~rl9) · . . . . . ... . . ·. .. ... · i . 

-~--
. :t Wish t<> ask you a qu~stion regn,<ling tr)o r>orin.ho1biB;ty •· 

ot' oalUng the l'o.rt on Acoumulo.t_ion of Onr,itel tho NoUon •. It: yol.i 
rtune~be~_ my subdiv1e1one or Capital v.~ro ~ •. _llot S, paro~s --~y-~ _. · l 
1.nol·• l'a;·ts :t & II a& l'henomeno. or lile1ng or Cap1 tal, Parte ·:t.:ti,.-VI : 
(with 6 ooou.ping a _aubordins.to position as rfleul'C o:f' valua-prod;·R! 
as thP. Eso.,nce or Lnbor l'rooess of c ... pi tal and then _llot daring .. 

r to 6a11 Fart VII or Aocumulntio;-' or Cnp1tai the -Notion, ! ___ clill.ed ··: 
11i tha LaW of Kotioil (Part V:tii o~ the primtll.l"Y e.coumulaticin·,wae · j 
t-reated b7 Marx a.e ·a met•e cl'1..aptar of'-'. ·'lrt VII in_ toh(l :!'in~.l Vei"'s19ri 
and we will treo.t 1t thus tool. !low I hnva f'clt that Vol. J: indeed 
contains all 3 volumes, and 1:1 thnt orne!'. •'Mt do you :think~ . 

. Remember that 1n the Accumulation he aummnr1zes Vol. II, t"lling . 
us not to gi'Jt dazzled by the milliard ·transaot1cne. 01' individuals,'-

, ~nd thue tells u• that wher~ in Vol. I he denlt with the individual 
oap1 tal, Vol. II will deal >Ji th the social cap1 tal . and then he 
surn:car1z.a=: Vo~.!Uby t't::l'flnt~ct1ruc the lot ot' t!1.a -..rorkdl~e ~!1 th'·the • 
O!'g8n:I.C C01npOS1tion Of Capital: lllld it" ·the accu.nn.tl.at1on Ot" Capi,;al! 
,.,nd ths degradation o:r the )"'rl<:ar, 1" not the oomplete un1 t;r. or 'l 
absolute idea p~us · prn.ct1ctj; cna:SiuoaudtmR, tmm.· I do not know ·!, 
.,.,here e~se tilmr.R you would 1~1n0. so· concrete. u. notion. of c:e.p1 tn_11.·acl. 

_ o:r oouf.se in ~th~! ci.ontoxt of tho ~- vclumes, VOJ.- III 
or the study or the daol1n13 1-n thn ratf'l of -prot'1t and criaea._ ·is 
the No ti·on , but I am ovn1'1n1ng my e~lt' now _to Vol. I. -

Ona t"1nal ~ord of pre11m1nnr1ao. Tho 1mm•d1ats post
Ma~x• period revolved around Vol. I, Rnd the revisionist' ~~• one 
uho denied oriaas nn•l wanted to rotox-m anp1 tal. . Th" fight v.rcttnd 
Vol. II has a two-told enemy: in Russia it is thr. llRrodnik1' who 
.. hlnk that without mark<>t Russ1o. cnnnot dt<velor. oap1tnlinl:1oal.lyl ; 
1n G~~anf whore 1mper1aliam r1~es, Luxemburgium--~ot n reformlat j 
bol3IOOmea a rF~vis1on1at; but n ~·evolution~:.. at no\." ocoup1cu:: ·.t:r-~t ~al.~ 
tha.~ in how stt-on~ arn thR impulses· trom the objective d~velopmentt; 
J. t oompl1oate9 the taak, avtlJn no oOtJ.n t~l·-'t'C::VoluT.i:lor. beco~es .·complex 
Wn live where Vol. III ~• toe problr.m, but wo mus1: rr.m~mb,.r 1 aa I : 
mPntinned n&'T'l \.er

1 
t'hlt.t wherea& in tht" :!Oa ~he undcrooneumpt1on1st:s 

wttr!': thR enemy, ln th, 40s 1 t is th" plnnnf'lrR. Thnt !.a• 'bf\oauee ,;b~ 
problem of r>ur age b~in(i; etatU'!aRU<m nt yroduoticn t>.nd _atl'At1:!'1oat1on · 
of thn prol~tnrint, both tho Stl\ll.nist "bur•l\ucrat• nnd tbe ,J.abor i . 
bUrftnUorat are ull rnnt'\ying plan to tmppreR.s thA rcvo~uti.ans.ry ! 
p\"Olfttnriat. I. would like Ufl to tRkP- tlv~ i.ltuatr,ttione. MArx. g1ve•~ 
:ror thr: law at' ao_ownulat1on, wbiah ve l\t'\Ve llAratofot"e paa.sod up ••~ 
old atntiot1oa

1 
t<nd aomb1nR it 'lith ~.aut :rnw ohept6re in Vol.. III,: 

~tnd \thi.nl; al: ,;hn t1tnt~ of 1948; !!nd Sfi)R -.that -would 1'esult---:f~om : 
.. The Rnvnnuea nnd th~1,... Snurocas" i tho ut"iPtooraoy- or l.n.bol' (JAil : 
Mt .. l'X illent1ons the=.) ancl labor bur()nuarv.oy tno1ng cr1s6e. ! 

,.... 
/ ··~·' 
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H"ro a:re extracts- .rro.-:1 -Lanin''8.1n1f.ot~~~3f:-RlfQn-·!!ogal 1 e Histoey Of' Philoac-phy ·, 
:wh_ich pr9t-ty rairly sut'Mlari!:es -tlii!-~ti'lP'~@ia. Gene is the exbilarC.i:;ioi-. L 
·relt in "'n.di.ng n.nd cO"!lri:l.onting.upc,n .. tho Losic; h')re.·-L i.e quite· !:h.o:T~>:With 
Hng&l, __ e.Coucing h~r: or" slru:idori':'.ic_m;t~rl:.itliflm. glo::aitJg "Tor:itle!!.fiOm;: __ ilidi_nt; 
wenkrie:sses e.ZJ -'\"tell a.s._ :ve.oillat1 on~ __ that. otic· (!trie~otl.e) .philoso:Phol-.~6::<--'·,- ' 
p_Gl-ierioed _betTreen idoa.lis!!l: _C.nd- 'l'latorinlisi:l, 'i.Gnor:!!'-& tha_ me.t~n·i~.timn .. of'> 
Damoe·I-1-t-us o.n~ givJng us,.':T_myst;i __ ~-~l __ cras!' th-!n g~~t:l11 of"~·.!·lnto~---~;:-o~--.-e~o-.~. 

:·--:~at·'_is .9f- .gi-eat~ 1mporl~nae- i~ ·the mv.nner·. in- _"'thia.h th~t'-- r.an(VIl~) m~i!tt~_i"Od. 
thEt ;dful~otic_._ l_te te.keo. Hegel's nr..alvsia· or· tho Ele.t~.tie schoOl:"- "~-~t:J·. 't"ind-

>-.=. hara-_the_: beginiling or dlalectic, ·1 :e._: s irr.ply· .th~- p'Lir'.:l r.tover,H:Jnt-: 0~ :t:~:OUCh:t·: 
- inN~t~~na: li~ewise vre see the. opposit:i.m l')f throght .towa:i-d n'ppoo.r.lno& __ or 

sensUous. Eeillg, or er that -;-:h.1.ch h _impliCit -tO -the ·beir>J; £or- another .or 
thiS implicitno~a;·nnd ·in tho objective oxlntenca w9 .. !1ee the eontru.rlietiOn 
whioh'·it has in itael!', _or.'.dia.lactic propor.u (P.240) 

And_ he p:rO~a&ds to wor_k'cui. _thar;o t:.·:o datorininntiona.' ol' _i;he diil?~ti\l_·. 
( 11 puro movmc.ent Or thought in l~oti on"-, and 11 in' 1;he objec·ti ve oxistoneo .we 
s13tl·;the co:nt:-r~dicticn which 'it he.e: h; .:it.s_elf' .--or :lh .. lec'tiC.- pro"Oer~~) v,.hich_~· 
OR.n be SUi'!".me'd up; I thi':tk, ·in_ hi'u ete..ter.~ent thn.t d-it\loctie. '"prope-r" "!'ee.ns 
seeing contradiction not ouly in s·fpen~co but ln essence. T}ud;' ~s oasy 
onoush to aee when it· is o.pplied to cnpitnlism; ne kncru .there, i& ccntTll.- _ 
dictiOn not o~ly in commoditic~--uso-'V ..'.:: -v, but. in -vnlue ita<~lf--CcnorOte 
and ·.a.bstrnot labor'. But when it comes to e.ppl;,rir:g th i_s St\ln!l- principle to 
ravolut~ion, we shy away from this oontrc.diotion'" in essence, 'and wiah ·t·o 
f"ight ·onl~~:cnpitalim;. Lenin tnught us to _f'ir;h.f; _alsn l!em;hevitP~, ao·wo' 
agree--to _tha .. fn.milie.r-und .the rroVen. nut Trctr;kyisJ!'· hna_,_gotten_· p&rt.iculf\r-

.ly._stun'k. there since the' Stalhiil'it _l'l.ro _"f.<tru rev-olution~-fll1d so the~ -:li~:-~.rly 
cP..n any_ but they o.re net. "renlly" for wh:fle tl:.o Tr_ot.nk:{5. tas ~re "r0n.lly''. 
for. insten~ _or._ gottir.g_ a d~ f'ferent r.ation-Oetermir.aticn ·or ra'?'oluti on 
whoro it·me;o;:.D.:; in oasenoo_onlv 11 to a mnn", e.11d nothizlg else is 

11
rea.lly" 

· or-_nrt renlly 11for 11
• 

VlhY I feel sur_o thnt that i 6 what l.er..iu iZJ hi ttinc; nt· is tho f'o.ot that 
suddenly he 3tops the genoral nnul-:tsh e.nd c<-.mmonte to hitli,olf': "Work out: 

Plekho.no..- wrote on 11hilo:wphy (dil\ler.;tio)~ proCahly ~ 
net1rly 1,000 _pa&os ••• Th~;JJ"O ii'J· thom nil About tho larcer Logic, nhru.t' it, 
.!!!-~hought8.· (i_.e. dinlectio .n,ror-er an ~.-:r.hilosorhio Hc!~moot!t~- . , 
_Jn other wo1:da, !..enin haa deo_idet'\ thnt· not only .,nn--~·ou nC't understa::d 
Capital "'l'ithcut tho Lt>Gi~ but :,•f':u oa.'l!lot undcrstsnd "phnueophy without 
the t.ogic~-riot evon_ if you ho.V-) all othor worlos ·of' l!ogol, with the potseible. 
axoep+.ion of ·fhenOMen.,lObY 5 !noo thut i!l v.-hnt. he uoed for rm~riali:m:. 
It~ il'l oithur logic "pr-u~r1!, or ~·ou \1."ritf'l bosh for- 1·,ooo pru;t.•a ~nd T:Jal:e 
eTory om think you '!\TO _lenrnod. -And hO ond:~ •-::i-:h dinlooti.c.alc" l'lhen l".o 
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~ndB hi a comment's on scoptioi~lll VdlODO_ oiialoctic is "aooidont.l" • . Jlo 
quotes ··Regel, givin& inoidentall'~t a much batter trc.n3l:lt"ion. o:~_. t..~a-:t ___ _ 
pars sage than the ot:e fouUd in Ro.ldn.ne :. \';here that tl-9llslato;r ,tll'uis the
word· ~o~n_oern11 ·, Le'niD. uses "wrr..PP~d up i:O.":• .. t-huG: 

. _ . -- . uTheco sceptical trones iri ::face. er-n no:~- {wru.l'ood ~~; --in..:-vrL) __ -.. 
-that which·· is-· onlled- dogmatic~ phi10s_cfhY _ (b'J_-natur,_ it ·n:u~o1.";"t') JU · 
-·thoaf3; f()rms~-VIL).':"'-:not in the aOmia. Of its ha~ng a.."n.:~td.ti-"":e. oont·ent, 

.. but· fl8 asocrtiDg- soma+J1 ing_. dotemill8.tO·- -to. a- .the e.bsolUta •11 (3_S3 )_·· ~/-- · _·, 
.'',' - "- ' -- "-- ,. - - ' .'_ ·-- - '. 

A:nd"L0nin circle~ a.roUnli. h-i~--~onoluGion, Witii -tV,o do_~p_: h&_I]."Y." < 
':iiiJ:~s?'Rt8.1nst the: abeolutQ.·ot Hse;e~ 1'· )IH're :is -.t.l)e. ~mh:i'yO _ or.•: dialeo'i?ical. 
rn9.ter~al:bm • .,_, 

'llcwr "aseerting sc~.ething dett:'rmint:Lto a.a tha c..bsoiut'e"_ Ltnlin. uaoo 
a.li;ainst Hegel- hero o.nd nlso in _e.nother · :plao·e whorfJ h9_ shor.s- th8.t Hagal 

. __ the. dh.leotioian ,o;as "inoapab_le of understandin&- diklectioaJ.l"Y .tbG' · 
tt:ansition f'rom matter to movement, :from matter to .o_ousoicuano_aa~~espt.l_c:--; · · 
iB.lly the' .-seiJond._. 11 And~hen· ha wCak'C'ili3o. ·1ittl6toviard ne-go_l_:·_'"MB.t?:. ·<:- ' . 
oo_r!'eoted._~ha_~ll\istako"(or weRkr.eas?)- or .tho myst-ic .. "_- . we know th~ _ _:tack. n-r' 
tind1.1rstanding wnt: dt:e __ tO nOt seeing _thO _i-olO' of .1':.t.bor ',Vhich 'lika'Aiso was 
not so clear.-in·Hegel's do.y as ~n llarx's,-·but wh!lt aro:n:o._~o--t.hillk_-or · 
our own day l.!arxists who keep on 11 as:.ortin,; sanethine; doter:nin11t·o-_e.s the 
·absolute". · 

BUt here_. I wiGh--thi:! is l),ddraaeed to Grace--to dovolop- ·l;h!:s nOt 
in rdation to n&ti~nalized prorerty : aooialis~, but (1) in relation · 
to plan. and (2) i_n relation Bnrton's (remober him--Vnn).inl;_erprErtation 
of' the; olvtnged-- structure_ or 1iO.rx• s C!tpi inl. That for ·nnOthOr· time 71:1&....]. 
it .isn!t so late i'il:tho night. Ha't'o fUn -,:ith Lonin--moenvlhile. 

Yo\U'S -

!! 

r-ti~V~.>;.!t.le~ J:J 

ol'l M';~ 21;• ~~-r~, 
ron1t ,. eocor' .._.,.o· 
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Dear GGIIIIII
1

iallll< 

l..?#L'I~( 
l/31/49 

· Sevara1 unrelated thingS that need co~ment. 

. First, I was very glad. to get ycur.1•epart on/the. City · i .. · Ccnvent1on1 1t d1sc1.oeed you gro:<-'11 to J'Orga..">izational.'r.'\8-' 
1 • pons1bili ty v.!:thin a real, lnsteall Ol\ llwrely an ideal c~rtext,. 
! ,_Exoe~~ent. _ __ _ _;: __ ,- · _.· _. __ :- _ . ___ .. -j--

1~:~ · _ . _ ·The Lucien m~tter I v1_:1 ha.ridl.e by.sEmd!ng·a.t_·_~1-eiJ.~t;·one: !>:-

i ,. 
' 

·package in my o\'.n nsme; -! osnnot: see hot-T an_ urgent. appeal. coul.d! 
be ignored.· All you neP.d tJ fa turn h1R nama. into the E\'I'Rel.ie:!'~ 
they· may have 1t on the liat already, or• they may handle all' ; · 
through :Par1a. He: \<·aa vary highly _regarded_- -when_ :r_·,~as __ tliore; _! -· · 
but he aloo hed many dev1at1onD. I' 11 ,keep away, :!'rom Robin~ · i 

About c·~!!i•llllllllli!l!ill:i:iiEiii. ~·; ~:r ycu_· can 'kT:iie ~-s Y_Ol:l pi~~'~_ef -.-~1 :~il-1 
maans you should. Your .. no.me established _thP.:re wou.J.ct meo.n :a --lot· 
to uo. r· had been thinking of your connection 1'>'1. th him J.atel.y; I 
e.J.eo in the folJ.owing respect. Since I I<'Oul.d Just appeal to · I 
Am. Council ot'-Lee.rned Soa·i~ty's Russ1.an·Tx-. Prog.· oold,_ ~~e ·t 
"'oul.d not naturnl.ly havP. th~ beet reeuJ.ts. I understand, that ! 

.- .. that_ program or at lea.e.t society hae some: rela.ti:onfh1p, to Wel.sa!'s 
.. magazinP.; they reprint matPr1aJ., eto. eto •. On the basle o:!' tho! 
Notes on lloianee o:!' Logic that you translated. and the ones on 1 , 
Hi.a;· of ·rh11. I sent you, could we·-rormula.ta a· ~ritter· which ·· 1 

-

'h!L. -.,oul.d. be ,:.'1111ng to sponsor to. that p1•ogram? Let me ltnow \ 
a1nce I bel.iove that would be a better way to handle the matter', 
it' pose1bl.e~ · j 

Regarding th~ letter to C. I P.ersone lly bel·lave the lett~ra 
should be written :!'1'oli1 II"I; they have. an uneven loolt· or nacea<i;tir 
when· handled as we did. Nothing fatal., you underetand, but jus~ 
uneven and the other way 1a better I think. Since I ·,;a.s asked fo 
write this one • and since -I ahowed I meant to wr1. te -_a. brinf ~one~ 
the ~uggAotlon on Cp..Sp thet came in, _though necesonry and thati 
le why I put 1 t .!.n, ;.'as quite ove.rwhelming. Ir one point 1s 5 
pages, whHn the r_est_ and iUOAt imp'::lrtnnt part 1s 2..:.3, there oan j 
be no avoiding thnt overwheJ.ming il'!p:::oeeeion by putting, as you ; · 
sugg~sted, the matter at tha end. · ;t :!'clt on the contrary that I"Y 
putt1ng it at the en<t it wo!lld evf::n be more out_ of oontcxt, andl-- -
seftm to say, I \-rrote you a letter~ but l"eri.lly I meant, etc.. eto~. 
·At :Least wi thingontnxt 1 t would appf>a.r, ·though wordy, not as 1:t'i 
the nrtlfn .. thought waR more important than the content. ! repeat,, 
nothing is serious, but I do think J.ntters shoul.d be sent from ! 
NY, and so shol., th1R pa!'agt'.aph to J. . - j 

Intend l:n drA:rt " J.at1:er abo11t the l'hl..loeoph.!.c Notebooks 
tornorrowt but p~rhapa I tthould t'irst wnit !'or your e:om!Dant 
about 1nvnJ.ving 11nisa. 
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Hege~t a analysis ·o'f thP. -11 i.nt"1n1te in the firi:tte•~·be- _ 1 

. cause it is really -the 1nf'1n1~~ ·which 1R raa~, and Len .. tn's--emphri.s~l 
is -.on the prct'undi_ty of"- the trana1"orma't1on of the idea~ in_to the·· 
real have elari:f1ed :for :tllie the place of cr1ses,as the i.c"tuality) 
rathe.r. tl:-.nn thr. Not:ton ('<th1cl::. is Law of Accu.mulatian wh1oh,include\s 
1n·. crises the degra.da~?-_.on __of' the "'vrke~)_; _o:f. ·capi.~ttlint produ.ct1o~. . . . . . .. ·. . . . . I 

Coneider' this: ~rhcn .. tbe .ideal of cspH9.15.am-,-:lcnf1n1te , ! 
-produetion--beeomee the reality,. then we have. oompl.ete chaos-,-1929• 
Marie did this .:for ·UB thPOrP.tioellY when he showed .. that the ·planrietlj 
produc.tion of Vol. I!. .ended in 'the gener,U. contradiction of. cap1ta:l.-, · 

.1sm.in Vol. III. Hence we muet.neu analy£e. plan "nd. chacE no.t·· l· . 
only eo no true oppo•itea (e:o;cP.pt, o:f oourae.wl1sre it is a c;;lase ·.! 

. quest1on), but as ~.nsepnrable mmnento of the general contrad1o1lon 1 

o:f, eapi tali sm. \ · 
'· ''' '-·.·Take on thA on•' ·hand· Hege{, V:>l.II',:r>l60: 

0 Aet~ality is \ th~ uni~y o:f };saenae ,.nd J,;,.ietenc~;' ahapel.ess Eesene"l. lvaiue'1ff·l ! 
and unc.tab~e Appeanance, _(boom and buet?_.f!) ,or 1ndeterm111ate 

1 

persistence and non-pe!"a1sten1> mul.tipll.cj<ty, in it haveth~irt:<-u;h. 
Although Existence ia !hmmed1aoy 1>ihioh baa emerged out of Ground, J · 
form 1.s not yet uoeited in it. It det;e,·mines·and to1•ms itself, tmd 
1n· th1o process is ~.,,.nnnce; this persistence is deterininad onl:i' 
as Refle<>tion-into-other, and, e.e it develops i•self into ·:intro-'- ' 
Re:!'leotion·i• .bFJOOidee two >!arlO •, two totnl1 tie.s o:r content, one .. · I 
of'_ wbj.ch 1s 'dAterm1nP.d· as r.e:rle·cted into 1 tsel£, and· the othCr .as 1 

reflected into other. Essential Relation represents ;t!:leir. :form-: I·· 
relation, the per:fect1on of whl ch is the Relation of 'Ir.n'cr, .·arid'. I 
outer, where the .content o:f both ia one identical :roundation ·and 1 · 
equally one identity o! :f'orm.• (ea/vc?) And also take up PP.~l7B- I 
l79:"As. i;r.mediata unl.tY o!'. thP. :form-detel•tnl.nntlono '!>his N~ceaa1tyi 
is ActualitY; but 1ta unity now 1A c'.aterm1ned u.o imUf":ferent·to • 
the distinction ·oetween the rorm-deter.nlnatl.on, that ia 1 betwe.·enj 
1taelt and Possibility; n.nd so this AotuBli'tY l.~. onP. whl.ch .lm.E a l 
content. This ccnte!lt, as indit'!'r!rent iden~i ty, contain.~ t".orll\ l. 
toO as 1nd1~fer~nt, that is, ns mer~~y a variety of determination~ 
and 1s mnn1:rol.d oon".;•mt in general. ~'his AotuaU ty 1s n~al ! 
Agtua l1 ty. . . \. "At this po~nt Real. Aotual1tY as· such 1a tho Thing or · 

mnnY proPertiAe, tht~ existing world .. . 
11 1 

On the other han~ take M~>1•x in Vol. III, tirst page .283 l 
>~hAT'P. hn states the lnw of the deol1n'l in the rnte .of profit as : 
promoting at thP on" nod the same tim,, oonoentrat~on of· capital,\. 
B.nd ovcrrproduct1cm, epeculntion, cr1s1.e, surplus-capi.tal. 'Hith 
•urplus.panulat1on. Then the very difficult and crucinldaf1nit1pn 
o:f" the general contrn<l1ction o:f cap1 ~eli a:n•, foP• 292-3, the . i 
essence of which rPsides in the oont'liot bot.weon exp:msion of I 
pt•oduct1on and croat.1on of valuA!l. Add to this the ePction in .the 
TheoriPe of SurplUR Vnluc \4here ilc spnnka o:r production w1 t):lo~>.'"~· \ 
regn.rd tn vnlun ~ rn n1dinl! "ithln production 1 t~elf. In thl:s- oont:ext 
recono1d!Jr b1A atntemnnt thnt tlH• >JP.culinr b&rt•ier testifies to ' 
the 1'1n1 t~n"AP. nnt'. thH h114tot'1_rnl 1 mernly tranai tory nbauaotnr , 
of csnita11ct prod•Jation. • (my Prnpr~••ia). To wo lt S"'"na to I 
say: i:f ~lol<:<:tltx inf1nit~ production is the renl, then tile fin1tenaas-
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o-:"- oap1tal1,;t "'roduot.icn 1~ tfo..at 1 t cannot b~ real. it ·cannOt;_ Dlan
1
··. 

b~C-"1J.li'H'I.1t is Cond1t1on~d \G!'ound?} on (1} ols.sa rSlations, (2) ·! 
selt'-exPansion nf' ex1st1ne valuPa.. In oth~r l-.·crda, plann~ng, j 
social planning. _can only "'x1st whnn not grounded witi'.in class j" 
rela.t1onA. · i 

• -- .; j 

.. When it· is .thus groundf:Jd, the a.na\·:er to ~lanniri.g __ i's Yea._/ 
and No. Yes, planning is P.seontial to capi_tRliant._~n~-- has· a,l:ways i 
charact~rized 'the :ract..,ry product1.on ·and produ.ctlon re~!f:tionship 1 
:ror 1 t .is thP. Yherel:li tha~ ~f' oxtr_action of" greatest amount_ of'_, --~ 
surplus value. No,. pl..anni-n.g i.e not es;Rential,<- c}¥ios 1-S,.-"_b_e_cause f 
wh11e _Within_ production there_ resides .tha .. tendencp to go~ cu.tefde 

1 
_ 

the limits or product:ton, _olail_s. rolat;.-ons -and 6x1eting -values .. / 
impos~R .a l.1m1 t on 1 t which expreaeea .tteolf' -.in the anarchy o1" i 

·the- mnrkat. A.t ·the earn~ time_ cap1tn.l1Bm 01;.n ~ _r.eally plan t 
because 1-ts lnw o:r motion is 1m~elled by r!llJroduc_t1o_nl~~~¥~~tl! 

·to s-n-1-t set by_ ~_!g- :nst"k~t, and -~hus ·evan it~ n.ll. -
_are met as to pla.nn1ng in fu.otory • ex:t_ernal planning e. a_ 
and labor pRid ~:~.t value, tr..e inoe~:,:_sant rovolut1ona ·1n -production 
or neceee1 ty moan 1_1_d~vel<:'_pment or productive torces_· o:f lnbor _nt_ 
thP. A~Ftng~ nr thP nlr~:~~y ~:i"'dil.'t€ii!· p!"Vdi.lCtl.v·~ forces~-. . -

We ·must riow brAak . up plan according to- ita hiatorio·a-:1. 
appearancP. ContreRt appearance or plsn in the USA and. USSR. 
First appenrance in America in 1896 arter ~he de~eat o~·popul1sm 
and rise or USB. Technology has given th1s money~mud lmpulne 
to capitalist~, and at the same t1mn orP.ated a Job ,for tho _ ! 
scientist t'or ec1enti:r1c F.ESEARCH is now given problems to Eolve 
~e ~iret atRtnment or plan: thRn, ie monopoly. ~he second 
atatement ot _plan .1.s ets.t11"1cP.t1on nnd i·t t3.kea a_h..1.pe in war o~ 
The thi:rd etetement, still USA, iR 1933-19_1.8, where the- decline 
in ·thr. ratfl! or :prot'"i t plus rat.1onal1zat1on or product! on and:- , 
bel't ays1:em as the ralgning mode or labor, plus one w.orld-'ednessl· 
creates thA oone.tant state o:r crisas and insolllbili ty o:r t.mder-'o 
conswnpt1on1am ·excep·t ·through wnr and 1naolub111 ty o-r· crlsea even 
through w:~r and planning. Barbaric planning wn might call '!t. / 

. . . .·· . . I 
In the USSR, on tho oth"r hand, 1'1rst appearance or planJ 

comes 1<ith revolution iteelt'. In· other words the Single Plan and ·the 
Dec1nrat1on_of" thP. Rights ot Toilers are inseparablY one, and thiS 
is seen in t'act that the Economic Council is subordinate to Council 
ot' Labor and Det'enoe. Slogans r"taj.n this unity; &leotr1c1 ty l!l!u. . 
"''Orkers power, ntc. 1920 1 £II B1gn1t1oence we know~ (Here .. _I wish. tmly 
to oall attention to the f'not that when LT prop~sed plan administra~ 
ivel:.l:! hP. or necess,~ty also x-envaluA.'Cad oop1tnl'1A!~ ror ,he. stnted! 
th~t_ ts un1 ty Wl'.a maintained Pby ~upply And deiUBndn! And l";ishedf 
to makP. of plan und~r worKers stato han orgnn1zat1onal-te~lm1call 
task~ whioh -r~tnined oapltal1am"m~ohan1amu "but of couz•ee excludSd 
class RtrugglP."!!). Second statA~~nt of: plnr. 1a 1929-~5, the i 
transition to oapit~t11At !."e~t1C"+ne. t:hnro "';s.lu~ t!:PUAat,s ahap'elcssi 
and cnp1 talist ag,.iculturA in 1neti tutod dir:rerently .!n_:rm:m tl:-.an 
det'~nt or populiem ln USA in 18!16 but where tho ~eneral lilW' ; 
o~ dev~lopmAnt in similar. Third Stntement ot P an oomb1ncs ; 
2nd nnd ~!'d in USA. In n sensP. the movr. :rrom Stnl'.hanovitm to · 
St~t~ Labor ReeervP.n (1935-1940) is thP. mov~ !'1•om monopoly to , 
state, and 1943 and thA bftlt system complotne: th~ proo,:;ss.. Cur l 
rav~~1te pasenB" rrom Vol.II.n.l20: 0 But 1~ 1e olcnr th~t Qap1tal1st 
prod~otion aan only ~xiot anO-P.ndurn, 1n splto or thn revolutions or 
capital-vRlue, eo long ao thia valu~ c~ont&6 moro vnluo, tbnt 1o~ 
eo long ao 1t goeo through its cycles •' Helf-dev~lop!ng v~lu~, or 
so long ns tho l'PvolutionA in valup can bn overoom~ and balnnaediin 
somn way.• Thnt somP way is tho oomplflto dogradat1on or worknr-~ ~ 
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An· analyB1e. _of tiha general oontr~!.di.ct_lon o:t: _cnp1_-tn\l~· 
1P:n, in d.tnlectic terrae, ··ati!l rnmninn un~·:l'-ltte_n,"_but}-~.n~:_ti:l~;-'-~-!.-.- --:-- _-.
procP..;!IJ of' l..nbo1'1ng on it I co.mP. _ac:rClas_ tho- or.ction .1n':c-;:.t:~r:n1Jlllt113_· 
Baing on Barrior and Ought 'liilich I bqlieva ponP.s tho probl;,;,. 1 ·. 
I >Tant your help in tranepoeing 1t to Vol. III o:f Capital.·l><>t,h i -
as· relates tq ... p.29~ on thn genFJ_rnl contrnd!.otion ,nnd_ p._~68:· on II 
tho BOOAllP1--·lnot OUUSA Cf' all-:crir.no:. :· .: -.. . - ,, .. 

. - _ -~~/{Ine t1_r8t ~tftta -~:s ln--_politt~ai ioo:'m~~ ._,-O_f:le·._~r-.<:th_e __ :·:(. 
Umita or .. oapit.alist production io the co.newnpt·i· o. n <>t' ·th·". ·--. -'':>.!· . , 
prol.etnrlnt-p,.id at vulue. 'l'Mt 1s tho nJ.pha' and;omaga,of'.tlie ·.· 
und9l"OonRumpt1on1et_s. _ But th~ rPC\l bnt-1"1·er: _.r!AYG _Hri.r:r .. l s --etipitfl -
1 t:snl.f'. _ No14Y- herett?'foro we lt.~vr. used, tho terms practic_n.lli>- -.~ -·- 1 . inter-changeably; undel'"c_onaumpt,it7n1tlt_;;. __ ~r:.y1r..a:-: it __ -1s ___ oon~ump_t10~ . 

. and. tho ·c1ealine in rat£"!- o:r- p~of'tt thooriete: Driyirlg; .. 'no-.:-it--_19 _ 1:--
C$lp.1. tal; but nei thRl" aide mt.ul(l: eny· cli.St1nct1on' bntl'~OP.n' .1.i;n1 ~--.·.--I 

.n.fl,<l.- b~~:t.nr=- .NO"'• vt-th . th~ !1~1-p .of' Heg!?l ii'---l~t u~. in_:~.!'~.'!!.!!!~-::.th.,~t;.-
dist1net1ollo · l 

SL0 p_.l44: 
r.11_nod na lim1 t, 
to Something is 

l 
"But einoat fur~hor, otherneos :ts i tself'--uote~ 
or negation of' nognt1on. the othn_r!lcss 1::nmnnqn; 
posited an thn-rqlnt1on of two e:16..aEI.~ r 

. I 
( 1'C'Itherness 1mrtl!inet to Something" is Ot'lpit:~l to 1 
production, s.nd the reletion cf tl--o side~ 1a c/v) 1 

. • - . . . , . I 

•~n~ the SP11'-1<lenty Of Som~thins ·to >ihl.c,h both det~:rm1naf-
.t1cns nnd modit'1.cnt1ons bnlong.1s 1ts _1ntrovet~ted ·_r~lat1on.- ~. ~ 11 j 

C."tl"uJ" eelf'-1clanty 11 is . oone'tnnt en pi t~t and VAr1nbln oDpi"tfl~t
both' onvi tnl· tha.'t_ 1S If and the· !nt:rov_crtnd -:t'Cl:l"Cion 1R :l 
f-!a.rx 1 a· ramou'- tho manns o!" produc_tion- consume tb(:r -laborer!, 
not the l•:borer_ thP.- rr.enn-3 ot' .production) - - ,_- ! 

! 
Stlp a· Cf'Uplo oi~ lin~u t"~n el:lme pa:_:n r.nO we_ cc,me to "Thn propar I · 
11m1t to SomP.th1ng, thu~ po~ttnd of 1t ns £mmnth1ng ncaativt=t nnd 
also tt::;:eentia.l, 1a no 1ongor _L1m1t na ouch but Bnrrier .• ~ h'.n hare 
here thon not Juet 11m1 t of labor•r- pnia nt volue cr • the . · . · 
poverty ancJ rRatr1ctr·d ooneu:noti_on ot' the rilue-fH:"s", but -the barrier, 
ca.-pi tal 1teP11", _which conf!1st·f,- or- thE' prep.:nrvn.t1on or th{! exiatfnR_ 
c::;p;. t:!\1 i ~.ol:r-expnn.~ian, uncnnd1 tionod product1cm--th"'~-: 1 s, all i -
cont:rad1cto'ry n.nO rnuta8.l~y eXc'uAive. · 1 

i 
Hegel oontinur.e: •B_ut Enrrier is not onl:; tl"t· >:hi ell 15 poeite<i i 
n.s nogatcd: tht;. nAgA.t1on .n.cts both Yn.yi'J ~i.nco ttw.~ \~h1oh 1t 1 · 
.ljJ11 te- :1 a negn tnd 1g L1mi t: ( no'l·r prodaet!on f"ollrn::ing Ct'lsr:s -ebt!i 
sa.'ne l1m1tat1ons,!!)1'or thl.o latter 1e thnt >;h1"h is common to ! 
iloroething nnd Otha,... nnd_ eJ.oo in th•" d.~t~-ri.ll.rw.tAno~F of' the So1rig-
1n-SB11" of: thn detr>'n'l1n,.t1on nq such. 'l'hh Bclnf;-in-l!nl1' 1" th~n 
thri nr.gativo rnli1t1on to itr1 limlt (\dtich in_1-1lr;o !1at1nct rrom 

1
1t, 

or to ite~'lf-trtk~n nfl-Rnr.,·,~:rt -.th!!.t ~~: ought .• 14 
: 

! 
'!'h!!! 11 0ug..~t 11 , oro unconditianP..l d6·V~l,gpm~nt. of p!'Odt.~ot·1v" _f'or~;Htt:.r! 
me~te,. 1n Hnt"x, '"ith thrJ .rollot.Jing ''l;·.ua, whil~ thn cn:v1ta11!!~ 1 
modo of' producti~n 1e on~ o!' thfl- hiotorict:'l ruMlna by l<:hich tho ( 
mo tox-1nl.· .t'oi-o{!>1: of" production nrn dovolop.ed nntJ tho ~torld~mnrkoti 
rF:qul.rrd f'orrn them o~·~ot,d.t 1t 1.a: ~t tlu1 ~Amo tim(l :tn oont1nu.&.l l 

I 



con:i'Uekw1th this hl.atorl.cnJ. task- nnd tha conditione of ' 
so~1a~ proquotion corresponding to it.• 

\ 'r'elS._tioh; 

I ··_·.··· -._· · xn· ;.~ .. ki;,g th1s out, mn :rau _also. tau _ma wh..th. .. ,; 
·. 1 ... yen 1 p tru~, that th~ bel.ng, or aor..mod1t;~ .or ·cnp1,tnl(. 

-l · ~~i:III: , ~~-~ ~·~~~;~~~:n;h!~~:r biii.g i e~-r tP:if1i~-n~~ ::a:·" ·~~:i;~:;.~~;;i:Ja 
1 . lila> or •_.,xm:ineion" ot' being. 

I 
; 
i 
! 
I 
I 
i 
j C'' 

! 
I 

I 
! 
' 

!noidentally, in Doterminnte Ee1ng I alae :round goemth1ng that 
you no, daub~ know and '!-re having in the bnck of your .lll1nt\ in. 
-worl<1ng out -the Unhnppy Conso1ouane_•• •ot' the Phenomenology I. 
but B1nce 1t waa .new to mo, I l:!.kn.r~ata.t1ng 1t: (pp.lll2-3. 
"The •. daterm1nG.t1on ot' :f'1n1ti> things :in .. nono · oth9r .. 'Chan·'their · 
·end;~ understanding persists in thie eorrow of li'1n1tl1do by: 
making not--being. tho detnrm1nation o:r. things,._ o.nd nlao. mSk1ng-
1t __ at::once·-onduring ·and absolute~~ I eo·.not know ot e·:bettor _ 
ann1ys1s of __ Sh9.ahtwan • a sorro'\i."!"U~ ·o::O::Si1pt1on --__ of'_-__ )\LJ.asia_ie 
not a workers state, which non-bein~, namnd Stel~nism, he 
promptly- turns ·around nnd mnk13e- 1t 1 at onc.e endur1ng __ and 
aboolute• en<'!. :f."'"'"~ I' mi[!ht. a.M., global. · 

.i 
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YOur" ietter' .did. h-~ip~' ana·-_-I 'hope yoU. d-ci not .. think r·" 
that my_· boldn(ltas .iS-. beg_inl}ing ~o bord'er -on brazanese 1:t" I · 
n9v_erthP.less try -~to_,_purau.e "_the, point:.., Naturally .. wn:.rnua:t_ ba ·' ·!. 

.very·wary.be:rorP. We ru'sh-.to :r1:J.J.··the logieR~~ oatP.SOr_i:es. or·-" i 
H~~(a1-:._~ th spnc1t':1o Cl.a ss-, coi~te_n~, __ a~d:- 1 ~--is -.sUro.lY_.· .true:_ t;~_t. 1 
tne-_ ".ought __ and --the Barr1 er11,.~_of the_ Da.t_ermina.te: _Be1ng-:_,.,.hich ._ ! · 
!'i.t cnpitaUat production er.e rather'.dlie .. to.·the ... t'act.' thet that' 
1a·_- ~ne"' or _·th~--rcrrnS_ of'- determinata-·belrig. t~n,<·:to-~th.:-_"-f'act _ _-.t}'l;nt J 

the ::d. iale .. ct1. c --~f' __ ·tb~ specific_ .aontra. .... ~l.c t1·'?n_a·· o.:r_:.·.c_~p_1 f-... "~ ... -1 ... ~ ~.t ... · .i .. _S .. ·- 1j . 
akin .to the: di.'!1P.ot1c ot'. C!.eterm1 na te.·b.-ing. ilu t ·you. yo\lrseli' 
·eho_;.r_ ''the. -_~1m1 tat1ons ·_o_f Hege1:.-_"1ho_·_ hsd .:nOt, _1:1 v_ect:. to -,.:Sec_' :_tha _ :• - -I 
ever_._ gre-ater· contra.d1ct1one o-r- c8p1 tz:q:.i-2t,-~produc_t1~on· .. ,,-. NeV6r- ·, 
thelcsa:' ,· .-· ' .·. : . . . .. . r .. 

: · Agalriet ·: · ·· . . .. · . ·. ·· .. · , 
: ... -. (:J._)/H_E!gcl.~ s ttbtM!kwa.raness~ in: ocn_t~nding-: ·th_~_t· __ though-. r 

"1n:-·developea·. Civic society agg~ega_tn~ :or 1J!-9,1v1dun.:Le ·bel"onging1 
'to dff'ferent tradE"Js ar~ in a_ certain _J-oelntio(l ·to .·one .. anotfl,F.r" ,· _! 
ati-11. 11 th1·a '·;;i~lde. nei the 'I:' laHE" of' Meneure nor :peculi-ar- _rorros ·.J 

_·of'.)._t" (!.350),,. · ~ . . · · -- i 
I 

( 2) ther~ is· not· only the <11n.letct1o theory· ·which ~h~e. ·de- · .·i 
velope_d in .nJ.l 1 te conTo~P.xl ty and motion, bu.t h:t:.=;. e-v~r __ -p-::-esent i 
oontto1ousns:oa~ of :tim histnry._ 'rhus. hB- spriaka- of' -the iriB.pPl1-- ·1 
oabil1ty of ~h~ f"r~n·r.t of Plnto 1 s die.laguF.e to his day -bno~.use --._. 1 
o!' the_ Wunreet cr _nmdern c.'onsc1ousnP.se". The prcd:u.tdi ty or the I 
Hegeli:_:..n- d1nlP.ctio y_ou ar~ rr:or~ acutqlv conecious ot' than I 
so I need not bel~bo?"·. tha~- point, but 1--a.t~lP-~ pruc_eed- .a~.r~!ghtwaY 
1r:i th __ the helo of .r-ferx·~ ana. LF-nin~'t! to ·r;_ocooe Wil~t'ht>r- ! .. am on -theL 
right track..;· · i 

- I - u I 
~!lrx not m_ert'!ly 1 appl1~d thP. dla1Elc't1c to the- e·oonomio 

·19Ws ot' c~p_italism, and not merely criticized. Reger t"oi'' ao·eing I 
Only the poP.! ti v:l=)' eid9 of' l8_bor bP,cRu·s·e tn him. lnbor _ ~'R.R ·spir;-·· I 
1 tual lnbcr, but_. he 'i•t.:Jrl:::ca on the importA.nt aaeum-nti.-on tt.tS.t ,,

1 Hegel had· the point of" view of' "modnrn !JOlit1oai economy" which, 
a.e -we _kno"', reduced We.Rl th to labor¥: .. but. !"ailed. to break u.p labor 
into concr-ete and nbetract .. That v.•ould- sa em·_ to warn. ~.,_. aga1ne't i 
:t'illi..ng.thP.Be ·log.ioal ca'tegor1es \"~th s~eoi:f"ie cln.se relatiC?n.s,J 
especially thA cetegortea of Being when wa ara daRling with C1•i is 
-,..~hich I b~l1eve ie th~ Actufllity at capitalism, and _'thus. are ·de~~
j ng w1 th a 1.mo~er diu.lActlc thAn ths.t of essancE~ a-.nu notion. But; 
thAt nevE'r· stopped Marx and the !'a.c't th~,t he could not work· ou.t 1 
(l.-mrw:n r't1ed b~t"o!•n he could) thn cllalcctic or cr:lsie ·in as pre-, 
cisP. a mn:.r.r.E:"r a~ hn· lmd in comrnod1 tier; shoultl not koep u.s :from 'J~'·· 
venturing ~orth. 

li~ J-....avA, moreover, Lenin who 11 'tl"anslntryd" a sood deal of' . 'I 
Hegs~ !'or ua n.n:l 1B r:xtrP.iilel..y t~AY"F.1 ntPnt _.1r~ t=ceing lnt:s. and . 
mctjons .qVP.l'"ywhcl"'f:- so th'l t ~'\"'eor.. ,.;here Hegel snys concept (no:t; 
thlng'l but conoPpt), Lf'r.in AR::l~ "nc'C 'thingf'.iJut 'tho ln1.re o'!"~ · 
thP.i_:r rnov~mAnt, matcr1a.l1~t1cnlly operdtinr;." AtH'! surnly Heg-el 1' 

hima~l:t' to ,.,hom idrnt1 ty ,.,~e tui 11 UnoP.p!irated d1f".fel't)l"lCP. 11 will 
not b1 tP Ufl WhPn '\o.'o do tl'"y to dFI,..t.'f=;n t'!ll'~ di.t"ference: botWDen :! 
limit nnd b:; r:::-l ~r... r t:orhro.p u in work1 ng aut :ho lo;;l. cal co ric eptfoh ': 
ot this rt:alnt1oneh1p t-10 l<T1ll nchleve the true d1!l.l~ct.to or tha I 
gAnAl"Rl oont:r•adio t1 on o:f ca.p1 tal1 Rm. 

~I om·. ret:er-:r1ng hBPe only to },{<'\r"A 1 c, Cr! ti:r..:.c 
~*Lnn:\n 1 n'."-Notf!bno1t;:; I nrt1 tr;an11lnting ln toto 
~a~1 ""~"~• ---~A ~-~ ~----~ 

cf' th~ Di.~!.~ct!c. 
since qxocrpts I 

' ! 
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-2- ! 
_ _ __ Fl"'om _the_ aimpl(>. po1nt of"" VltHi of. l..nngue.ge. 11.m1t i.e a ·J 

boundary whl:clt I darn say you might g.,,; shot trying t6 croes, j 
but ,~t_1s_·at least physically posaibl~i bar-Piar, ·on the oth~r.! 
handt bara_you;::" y,;a:y phye1oaJ.ly ae_welJ,., say a mounta1J1_ Ca:r·!"ier'-

- and eVen in thr. popul.ar mind_ 1.\e think of' bat•{'ier __ not' as ~.a. e1mni.k . 
- botindnry but s.e aomething _tha.t. obstructs progress. ··Yo_u pUt.-_-. J · 
it ph1~osoph1cally wh~h. you said ·. llm1 t pronar ·1& ?arl:".ier; .. I 
L!!nin ·al.""Aay_s likes to· emphaa17.co 'clia~oet1o nroyr-n .. -"{nile' J1rarn1_€! 1 
1.1kPe thP. elfphea:te On the de:t'1n1 t~.on · o:r propf!;r:,n.e··- "ou-t ''c'f- ' -- j 
1taelt'"_. n 'hA inner necAssa'ioy. connriation_" _ a.nd -tbP.·· ;:t_:ranaftional 
n.re ·_two o_thl!r e:..~rnant:e o.f' th~ d1al._e-otic_-1".H'_opep lf(.; ~1kB :to::._· ! 
amp~si:ze •. · ·Lenin brenka _up,- tho .... neoess1:tv_ of'. _nonn_eCti:o_n~ and ---j
"thP.: 1_rnmunP.nt_ emergence· o.f 'thP._. di'1'£e"~r,.£~1'.81nto ·the· n,ecessAry 1 · 
ti:e-in· o:r_· tendenc1os, an'l th(l obj_eot1:"\}8/6v 1.ution> which .resu2t~ 
in tli_e ~ sttuggle of' t_he d1t't"fJ~Pno'_:!s c.t-·polftrity. ~e tende:nc1ea ~
l.n cnp~ ta.J.i.st produc_tion :whoee evolution-·r~sul._~ 1:n .th~:: ge_ne_ra1 
contrad.1ct1on arn ·in" constant struggle.- botwotan the t~_nclencttJo ! 
expand and thP. tendency to pr~sePve "the ~?"X1_at1ng _V'alu~_a·.-·. Oar r'-, 
prob1em ia "t~hen do-ea the. ~im!. t of underconeumpt1on t_urn in to r .· 

. the bro"rier_ of' sP.lf'~expans1on •. _ :r will. not- .myat>lf_ ride _!"Ur_thazt.. 1 
but I know I- .hit. 'upon eorn&th1.ng in· tlte ·ought,_ ·and "barr1.er n.n6..' I 
I i-.~9uld like to a~:fe you dov€1op 1n logical.· cont'3>:t. ·· Ther~~ 1a 
no urgency sbout tl11s, bu.t ke-ep it· in t~J.s back of-your head, 
nnd. I might be able to- en'ter· the erenA sgi-lin as l re&ch th"l 1

1

. 
dialectic of' aae:o<?ncc Rnd fl.ot!on. 

. ' 
I 

. -~uut one 1.nci.den'tal 'word as to l.a1·:s. I: -~er~•ns· to _m~ that! 
thn"t tU:o has Uagree13· or validi 'ty whici:. ccrreap:lnd~ to e.egreea 'I 

o!" economic deve::.op1J.ent hnd 'thA ·:rorm!:: 1 t tnl".r-s in ou::.< onc{;nt·a 
··or· j_d,eol.og!.c~l Cevclopmnnt •. _The 11 k1ngd.om or la'jl,·~\l of",_whicb_ I 
Hegel sJ)eake: ·in th~ Phenomnnology · tlmt I ret"er:re<l ·~a .. a.'ld· that l · .. 
you are working_ out ilOli' ae part o!' your· ee=ony on thr-- .!-'henomt~nolpgy 
1 e a rnthet• lOlf :form And _:false> sn:l honce ;ny rl?-ference to 1 te __ 1 
ny:pl.1cab1~1ty to_ the Russian s'ts..t.s ·or 1dnclog:tcnl developmont~" j 
Lav .. o:r· developinant, b.n the:;: other a~k hand, is fl.n op-po9itct, con--. 
cept, nnd gives ue the motion or deveLop~ent of soo1nty 1rree~ j 
p.:>otivP. of the ConAc1oueness or man. .A onere popular wa_y ot , _.. 
stnt!ng tl"d.P. ia to ~hot; thnt r::cono-n1c ll'ius O.eeoribe-.-·acono;nio l .. _:"l 
b~havior Juet a a· ph1loaoph1o lA.~'f deale w'lt.h_ the br;havior ·or · I .· 
cognition. L11to..,..'1.!'W the connection of" overyth1ng 1.a through . 

-laW!J and we l.lliVf! thP. unity, 1rlent1ty, 1n.s~pnr::.b1l1ty .. of oppo~1tes. 
At a"l.o,,er_,.Hi stage th~ momtntil of' 1:-::. ... : ocu.l.d bt1 1.C.cnt1fiod as I 
m~e.surn. What ! ·1m d!".lvlns:; at 1~: 1t' the mo;r.en"&o or CJ.Ul\llty , 
ar:_~ bo1ng snd non-being, o:tnd tho sA. o1· quantity. con tinul t~1 and I j 
r11scret"':'nees, :tnd tha unity of" q:wlity .!lnd ciua:.tity the menaureb 
of' th1 ng ~ could w~ MtY tll.'l t men au rc 1 FJ n lRW ot' bo1 n.a nnd a.ny ne ~ 
trtf'!!ehRnionil.y tt~!:lna"Ooa1ng tlvJ.t 1nto er:;n13no~ and :l:ltion 1.~ so I , ·.- -~~! 
innocent· o:r the cantrndiotit)ne in lifo th.~t. h.l:a th1n?..in~ h.e.S! !..:' ,..... 
revert~d to so prim1t1ve a etnf;n th'lt 1 t c:1n b~ oo~npur-o~ lil t}l t l::~ 
nothing highflr Cl'lRn m:rtholo~y, 01· the lnvan~ion ot' godn fur j 
ov_~_-ry element 1ncompr&hP.nsinl~ tn h.\.:ll. ~ .• e., th:t ht> he.:o. not 1 
:n.rts~cr~t!--Hn(: l'F:> hna not un~tel"ed Rny, f'r·Y.i 'thundol' to 11-ghtdlt.ni; 
tn Ail"' to ;.r:_-ttet'• eto. Ate.? r 
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