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I CHAPTER I 

Defining 
Self-Determination 

Introduction 

The issue of how nations will resolve their affairs and how 
subjugated people will govern their lives is the most paramount ques
tion of the day. According to The World Almanac and Book of 

Facts, 1979, published by the Newspaper Enterprise Association, In
corporated, 1 the estimated world population is 4,219,000,000 people, 
who live on six continents: Asia, Africa, North America, South 
America, Europe and Australia. Comprising 9.6 percent of the earth, 
the §eventh continent, Antarctica, does not have any inhabitants. 
Over two-thirds of the people of the world live on the continents of 
Asia and Africa; 59.2 percent of those live on the continent of Asia 
itself. The continent of Africa is inhabitated by 10.3 percent of the 
world's population. North America, South America, Europe and 
Australia possess 30.2 percent of all the earth's inhabitants. Prepared 
in 1977 from various Background Notes, an official publication of 
the United States Department of State, Appendix A lists 159 govern
ments in the world that are involved in the control of the world's 
population. Appendix A also enumerates the population of each of 
those governments, their annual growth rate, many of the ethnic 
groups under the flag of the various governments and other facts. Us
ing the same source, The Background Notes of the United States 
State Department, The World Almanac and Books of Facts, 

1979,2also lists and describes the various nations of the world in a
more updated form from the viewpoint of the United States State 
Department. However, there is no mention of the various ethnic 
groups inside of the United States of America in the description of its 
population.3A comprehensive critique of the Background Notes of 
the United States Department as cited in The World Almanac and 

Book of Facts, 1979 or in Appendix A is beyond the scope of this 


















