OUR FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENT

On Board Steamer Prinz Friedrich Wil-

helm, Bound for Cherbourg, France,|.

August 10, 1910.
Fellow Worker:

I left New York so suddenly that I had no
opportunity to write you a .leter, so I will
briefly cover the topics in this letter that 1
would have more fully discussed. had I not
been so hurricd. My trip east was a some-
what uneventful one; in fact, the most exciting
and exasperating time 1 had was trying to
adjust myself to the price of food, which, in
the eastern country, has gone soaring to dizzy
heights. Despite the wretchedly low wage
scale prevailing throughout the east compared
to the west the cost of living is greater in the
cast, unbelicvable as it may seem.. [ got a
much beter 25¢ meal in Spokane or Butte than
1 did in Baltimore or Philadelphia. AN the
way across the country as the wage scale
drops the price of food rises until you reach
the eastern coast, where It is almost prohibi-
tive. ‘How the slaves even keep alive on their
miserable wages is a mystery to me.

I stopped at Gary, Indiana, for a few hours
and was deeply interested in this modern
product of capitalism. A town built almost
over night because of its strategic position in
the steel industry.  Having read of the so-
called “fortifications” around the grent steel
mills 1 tonk trouble to invéstigate angl found
the statements in the circular of the Nat. Ind.
U M. & Workers to be correct. The site of
the mills has undoubtedly been choyen and
developed with the idea of making tyc plant
easily defensible against attack from strikers,
1t fronts on Lake Michigan on the narth and
a deep creck flows along the south and east.
The. bank of the créck on the mtil mde has
heen raised about a dozen feet, ostenpibk
raise the level of the yard, but evidéntly to
serve-as a hindrance to a mob of strikers. The
cmbankment extends along the short distance
not’ protected by water. \While the ¢mhank-
ment looks innocent in itsclf, when one has
the key to the situation he is startled by the
resefiblance of the plant to a great fort,

The entrance to the * wofh-forl is by way
of a bridge. and as -1 stood on thig bidge
and watched the thousands of slaves swhrm-
ing into the works it made me _smile .o think
of how vain all these fortitications™ will be
against an army of cducated workdrs who
thus have the privilege extended to them of
capturing the works daily by way of the main
wate.

I arrived in New York on July 29th.  Gave
the few 1. W, W, in town a talk on the Spo-
kane fight. New York is the same New York
as before.  Tts most remarkable characteristic
is its growth. Great sky “scratchers”and hotels
are going up on cvery side; na sooncr is one
inished than a swarm of “cockroaches” de-
scend upon it and in a jiffy it is fully tenanted.
The 1. W. W. has the inscct powder that
will eventually drive these vermin from theie
cracks and erannics.  What a scurrying there
will be when the working class finally ml« in
action.  Alas! poor old -Broadway, what will
you do without - your gilded parasites!

On the cast sije. in the notorious slum dis-
trict, the conditions wader which the shves
live are horrible] Accustomed as. [ am te the
daves of New York, T could not but feel
disgusted after a ramblé through the “Ghetto.”
in this modern inferno the people swarm like
magrots M the carcass of a dead dog. Not
much more fonl and ill-smelling is the dead
dog than'the -homes of these victims of profit.
In streets covered with stinking filth and hNer.
a densely packed mass of squalling, brawling, |
fighting, crying. playing, hawking, bargaining
hvman heings live their allotted span ‘in this
“best of worlds.” The pitiable part of it all
is that these poverty stricken wretches take
their miscrable fate almost as a matter of
course. Ignorance rules supreme among the
denizens of the “Ghetto.” '

In the midst of- this proud mapument to
American civilization there is a little sju.re,
and in the center of this square, within casy
reach of any itching revolutionary fingers, flics
the Amcrican flag. How proud the -brothel
keepers, the preachers and other patrioyis must
feel when, after wandering through the milcs
of monster rookerics of tenements, to sudden-
ly meet “Old Glory” thus boastfully flying
t!vcf such a scenc. 1 was filled with disgust
and took an “L” train to the Bronx to gep a
breath of fresh air. Here at the famous Brdnx

| tracts.

‘Zoological Gardens I saw “5,000 animals kept
in captivity,” according to the official brag—
in a space that would suffice to “keep in cap-
t'vity” at least 200,000 human beings in lower
New York.

The police graft on prostitution in-New
York is so high as to be almost prohibitive,
and many unfortunate women, who are unable
to pay, are forced to adopt mamy expedients
in order to make a living. One of the favorite
methods is to hire a room in a tenement and
post a man at the street entrance to act as a
solicitor. Anyone passing through the tene-
ment districts soon gets accustomed to the
niultitudinous hails of these rustlers. This is
still further specialization or division of labor,
I syppose.. The women who cither can pay
the graft or have a political “pull” brnenly
strut about the streets by the husdreds.

In the western country usually 3 man needs
quite a little capital in order to go into busi-
ness; but not so on the east side of New
York. In this crowded district hundreds of
peddlers infect the streets and many of them
have for a stock in trade a second-hand pair
of pants or coat. When one of these “mer-
chants” makes a sale he “sclls out,” and with
the proceeds he buys a new stock and possibly
a cup of coffce.

A Sunday visit to Coucy Island, the play
ground of New York's vast army of slaves,
is somcthing to be remembered. With its cus-
tomary niggardliness towards its slaves, cap-
italism has set aside as a play ground. a place
<0 small that on a hot Sunday it is simply
jammed with people.  The crowds are every-
| wheee,
only for the njority of the bathers, Tn order

cated by some carlicr arriver. There isn't
room in’ the shallow water for one-tenth of
the bathers: Under conditions such as these

the bencvolent bathing masters rent 75c suits

to the slaves for 50c a pair. Taken' altogether
the bathers arc a thoroughly miscrable looking
lot as they stand broiling in the hot sun. Ac-

o | cording to the rules of Coney Island, however,

they are enjoying themsclves, so they let it go
at that.
After struggling for a couple of hours in
the dense crowds filling the streets, lined with
thousands of catch-penny devices of cvery
sort, | hit the trail back to New York.
After knocking about New York for a few
days T took_ this stcameér to Chcrbourg, from
whence | expect to go to Paris by rail.  The
trip has bhceen uneventful <o far, except that
we are experiencing the crowded conditions
naally obtaining on these trans-Atlantic hog
pens.

There are about 1800 xlaves in the steerage,
most of them being “stake men™ from the coal
and iron districts of Pennsylvania.  Scveral

| of them helong to the U. M. W.of A and it is|

surprising how much they understand about
industrial unionism.  One of them, who had
neaer heard of the 1. W. AW, told me.in broken
English how the hard coal miners scab on the
soft coal miners and vice versa, and how each
scab on themsclves .by making district con-
They have the “one big union” idea
strong and it i< a moral certainty that some-.
thing will be doing in the Pennsylvania coun-
try soon whether the 1. W, W, is the organ-
ization or not by which it-is done.

Though these slhives have the fundamental
working ideas very strong, they are :.clm great-
Iy tainted with religion.  We are *being fed
rotten grab on this trip, and many times 1|
have been amused to sce a devout Russian
heliever it the Christian myth, after, duly
thanking God for hiz benelicence in givig\g him
his daily allowance of slop, taste the fowl
mess and after spitting in disgust, throw it
overboard. Then he would open up a broad-
side of gutteral curses against the cooks and
the ship officers.” He dan’t scem to sce any in-
consistency in thanking God for giving him
the food and then blaming the cook because
it it untit to eat. How long will it take these
desciples of an outworn religion to finally get
wise and climinate God from his universe
and more closely investigate where his grub
cames from,

The revolutionary  sentiment  is  strong
amony these slaves. One young Polander is
woing home. e will have to serve in the

Russian army. but he informs me in case of
active service the only one he will ever shoot
will be Russion officers.

But I must bring this letter to a closc. We
are expecting to sight the coast every moment
now and 1 must hurry and get a shave and
pack my cigar box preparatory to going
ashore.

Yours for scrions trouble with the boss.

W. Z. FOSTER.
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On the beach there is standing room|

1o sit down one must wait until-a place is va- |

PP —

o e L SPe s o

e

[
|




