_MAY DAY IN GERMANY

s (Special Correspondence.)
Berlin, May 2, 1911,
May day in a large Furopean city, what
2 prospest for an  American revolutionist
who for years has been fed on stories of
working class deeds of prowess perfoimed
on this dsy of all days in the year. Al-
though somewhat blase and sopbisticated
1'Ml confess that | awaited the approach of
this day witi, more than ordinary interest.
When it finally arrived | got up early in
the morning and _burried out into the
streets in order to take u look mp-
ing capitalism, lamed by the. desertidn of
thousands of its most Decessary slayes on
this festive day of labor. But what a dis-
apointment, eveything scemed as’ usual;
the trolley ears were running with matter
of fuct regularity, the young, boy street
sweepers were dodging ‘about smong  the
ordinary volume of .traffic, etc Every-
thing wore ity ordinary aspect, whereas |
had expeeted to find the city’s lile meta-
mafphosed from its usual bumdrum aspect
into a day of celebration, the streets full
of saldiers, cte. "Another idal destroyed.
The May Day celebration in Berlin is a
thing hated by those who should do the
most to upbold and develop it; namely,
the Socialist labor leaders. At best they
only suffer it to exst beesuse they cannot
suddenly abolish it without running the
risk of incurring disastrous consequences
to themselves inflicted by aroused and in-
censed workers to whom May Day is yet
full of meaning. They hate it because it
is & constant menace to the success of
“their social peace schemes ; to their tying
the working class bandy and feet with con-
tracts; to the perpetuation of the political
lie that the working class on the economic
field 1s powerless before the modern capi-
talistic organization, that it most win its
cmancipation on the political field, ~ These
political leaders know that the May Day
celebrution may any year provoke sn in-
dustrial war which would seatter their be-
foved contracts and political organization
to the four winds, which wonld give the
wlxlung class an inkling of l.he rut power
it possesses on the economic field and in-
troduce the dreaded idea of the general
strike and direct -:ng-neun into Ger-
many,
They freely admit that the idea of the
o« keneral strike and that of the conquest of
the, political powers are incompatible. The
workers ¢an have but one or the other as
theirwitiuite goal~ The furtheringof the
political action ides demands as far as pos-
- sibbe economic peace between_employers
mad workers. I there must be war be-
tween them it must be limited to as -nll
compass as possible. Al tendencies ‘of
vast masses of workers to strike lntdbn
nprn-lly nlong lines of
must be repressed else the workers wﬂl get
an inkling of their economie power and
neglect the political action. 'I\e May Day

wewi-general strike thus forms
.;l-nmnld danger to pdu-l sction
this real
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or developing any enthosissm. Each um-
ion holds its own celebration. No gemeral
demonstration, as at Paris, for instanee, s
attempted. The socialists ate too law sad
orderly to break the anti-demonstration

genenl strke. 1 af Inrgest *
these meetings, that of the **Wood
Union.” It was well attended, 3

male choir, police on platform, a
"em out talk, ete.

While we were thus celebrating wil
doe decorum, the French workers

4
police Rmporer Lepine_forbade the pro-
posed demonstration, but the lawless )
dicalists held it in_spite of bim, In
resulting collisions hetween the police
soldiers and workers, there were over &
hundred wounded. ‘‘Verwarts’' the cen~
tral or an of the S. D. party gave the
Paris demonstration about 20 lines of its.
valuable space. Some bourgrols papers
gave it a full column. Such suppression
of working class news is only one of
hundreds of means of keeping the G
workers from getting the solidarity
into their minds. Besides anything
smacks of syndicalism is strictly
by the S. D. leaders.
Youry for real working class solidarity,
W. Z. FOSTER
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