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(Editors Note: This is the fourth of a series of special articles which

Mr. Foster was commissioned to write for The Federated Press. Previous

stories told of social conditions in the Russia of today.)

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, Federated Press Staff Writer.
Copyright, 1921, by The Federated Press).

Moscow. In the restricted confines

of a newspaper article only the barest
sketch of the Russian government can

be given.
The first thing we must understand

is that the new Russian government

is really a workers' republic. Its mot-

to, written into the constitution, is

"He who does not work neither stiall

he eat." Work is the standard by

which the status of the people is es-

tablished. All soldiers and workers

(hand and brain, city and country)

over the age of eighteen years snd

regardless of sex, are entitled to vote

and to hold office. Capitalists and

others living from the labor of work-

ers are disfranchised and denied all

participation in the government.

Some American labor leaders have

affected to be horrified by this ar-

rangement and have denounced the

Russian republic roundly for it. They

demand a "square deal" for the social

parasites. But they conveniently over-

look the fact that in the
capitalist democracies these same pa-

rasitic elements disfranchise the use-

ful workers as far as they are able

to. They set up all sorts of residence,

sex and other ridiculous voting quali-

fications that deprive millions of toil-

ers of any say in the government.

And if it were not for the constant
resistance of the labor movement it

would not be long before the suffrage
would be limited solely to property
holders.

Now the revolutionary Russian
workers-Jiav- e no illusions about these
matters. They have taken the measure

of the capitalists. They know them

for what they are an unscrupulous

band of exploiters who will stick at
nothing in their greed for mastery.
So the workers tell them outright that
their activities are anti-socia- l, and
nat if they wont to enjoy the rights

accorded decent people they must

abandon their nefarious conduct and
perform some useful work in return
for their sustenance. If they will not

do this then they must expect to be
considered social and political pariahs.

The foundation of the whole Rus
sian governmental system is founded
by the local Soviets. These exist in all

the cities, towns and villages. They

are made up of representatives
of the three great branches of the
Russian working-clas- s: workers,
peasants and soldiers. There are no
general elections as Americans under-

stand the term. The workers select

their Soviet representatives directly

at their work-place- s, the peasants
theirs at the villages, and the soldiers

theirs in the barracks. Officials and
delegates may be recalled at any time
by those who elected them.

The work of the local Soviets is to
supervise the social, political and in

dustrial life of the people within their
respective jurisdictions, bearing in
mind, of course, the superior authori
ty of higher governmental organs.
The scope of their activity ranges
from the simple work of a village So

viet to the complex tasks of the great
city Soviets. In Moscow, for instance,
the Soviet consists of 21 departments,
as follows: Justice, Finance, Military,
Postal, Industry, Fuel, Food (secur-

ing of supplies), Land, Compulsory
Labor, Public Service (water, lights,
street cars, etc.), Education, Labor,
Health, Social Welfare, General Man-

agement (police, prisons, marriages
leaths, etc.), Statistical Workers' and

Peasants' Control (supervisory),
Transportation, Buildinp, Food ("dis.

tribution), Extraordinary Commission
(prevention of counter-revolutionar- y

activities, etc.). All these departments
are subdivided into bureaus which

specialize in tne thousand and one

activities that go to make up the life
of a great modern city.

By a complicated process, impos-

sible to detail here, the local Soviets,
both urban and rural, pyramid them-

selves together, securing organization,
and homogenity to correspond with
the various geographical, industrial
and political divisions of the country.
Thus Soviets extend over the volosts,
districts, governments and regions,
which roughly parallel our wards,
counties, congressional districts and
states. Eich of these organizations
oversees the activities in its particular
sphere, limited naturally by the func-

tions of the Soviets above and below

it. In every esse the higher form of
organixation is crested by massing
together representatives directly se-

lected from the membership of the
one just below. The recall principle
prevail at all stages of the govern-

ments! structure.
The goners! Soviet system secures

unified nationsl expression through

the All Russian Congress of Soviets.
This is the supreme governments!

body of the Russian Republic. It meets
approximately every six months. Be-

tween congresses business is con-

ducted by the Central Executive Com-

mittee, which is composed of 550

members elected from among the gen-

eral delegation of the
Congress of Soviets.

The Central Executive Committee,
in turn, elects from its ranks the
Council ef Peoples' Commissioners to
actual!y superintend the carrying on

of the business of the country. There
are eighteen of these commissioners,
to correspond to the following de-

partments; Foreign Affairs, War,
Marine, Interior, Justice, Labor, So-

cial Insurance, Education, Posts and
Telegraph, Nationality Affairs (the
Russian republic is a federation of
many nationalities), Finances, Tran-

sportation, Agriculture, Commerce
and Industry, Provisioning, Control
of the Government (supervision), Su-

preme Economic Council, Public Hy-

giene. The work of the Council of
Peoples' Commissioners is subject to
the veto of the Central Exeuctive
Committee, which, together with the
Council of Peoples' Commissioners,
and all other government bodies, is
responsible to the Con-

gress of Soviets.
In the United States we see the

ridiculous spectacle of thousands of
legislators making laws all over the
country, and a handful of old fogies
in the Supreme Court calling them
unconstitutional. There is no such
nonsense in Russia. Once the workers'
government has spoken that settles
the matter.

There being no other government
based upon the same lines as that of
Russia, it is therefore difficult, with-- j
out considerable elaboration, to con-

vey an idea of the powers of the
respective superior organizations and
officials. It may be said, however,
that the chairman of the Central Exe-
cutive Committee (Kalenine) occupies
approximately the same position in
the Russian government as the Presi-
dent does in the French government.
In fact, he is often called the Presi-
dent of Russia.

The Council of Peoples' Commis-

sioners is equivalent to a cabinet, and
the chairman of this cabinet (Lenlne),
may be denominated the Prime Min

ister of Russia. And, as in France and
many other countries, so in Russia,
the Minister, chare
identified with and highly responsible
for the policies of the government, is

bigger figure than the President of
the country.

Many writers have sought to con-

vey the impression that the Soviets
structures peculiarly Russian in

character. But this is not the case.
The fact is that there was very little
understanding of them or propaganda
made for them before they sprang up
almost spontaneously during the big
revolutionary upheaval of 1905. They
are very different organizations from
the village "mir," which has been
pointed out as their progenitor. They
develop naturally in revolutionary
situation, just as central labor coun-
cils do in every capitalist country,
even though the men forming them
have little or no knowledge of each
others' experiences.

For working-clas- s which has been
broken with capitalism, and which
finds itself on the road to power, it is
a perfectly logical, if not inevitable
procedure to discard the old state ma.
chincry, to cast off all parasitic ele-

ments and to select its governmental
representatives directly from Jhe
workshops, fields and barracks. That
the workers in other countries have
not got the Soviet idea stronger is
due to the fact that, unlike the
Russian workers, they have not yet
been faced by real revolutionary cris
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Some Crimes of the American Legion.
By Arthur Warner in "The Nation .

(Continued from last week.)

Prevent Haywood Meeting.

The action of the American Legion

in Detroit, when "Big Bill" Haywood

planned to speak there shortly after
his conviction in Chicago, is a notor-

ious instance of interference with

public officers. Mayor Couzens said

that Haywood had a right to speak

and would be permitted to do so as

long as he remained within the law.

When David G. Jones, adjutant of the

Charles A. Larned Post, No. 1, heard

this, he replied, according to thtf

Detroit Journal: "Regardless of what

Mayor Couzens says, Haywood will

not speak in Detroit. At our regular
meeting Wednesday night vigilance

committee was appointed for the very

purpose of preventing any speech by

Haywood in Detroit. He will aot

speak." What happened subsequently
is told in a letter da .d September 14,

1920, from James W. Inches, Detroit's
chief of police, to Arthur Woods, then
chairman of the National American
ism Commission of the Legion.

A meeting to be addressed by W.

D. Haywood in the Arena in this city,

which holds five or six thousand peo-

ple very easily, was very freely ad-

vertised, and the American Legion
excited over the matter and

held several meetings at which Hay-

wood was quoted as defaming th re
turned soldiers in bitter language,
one remark being that he had refer-

red to them as "bunch of cooties."
Several of the American Legion posts
formed definite plan to storm the
Haywood meet'ng, not to enter iito
any debate, as you were informed, but
to storm the meeting, and a band of
music had been hired for that pur-

pose. These cooler and more reliable
officers of the Legion, including the
commander of the largest post, as-

sured me that there would be over
three thousand of the boys in line
who would march to the meeting on
Sunday afternoon and break it up.
They assured me that if the meeting
was held there would be bloodshed,
and I saw plainly that there would
be no way to prevent a clash, so I
wired Mr. Haywood at Toledo that,
owing to the threatening condition of
affairs caused by his remarks concern-
ing returned soldiers, I had prohibited
the meeting.

I then, supported by many of the
officers of the American Legion,
brought about a decision in the Legion
to ignore Haywood entirely, and he
came here and held his meeting
several weeks later.

No 'Lese Majesty' Tolerated
A dispatch from Lodi, California,

to the San Francisco Exeminer, dated
January 28, last, said:

Called upon the carpet before the
American Legion meeting here upon

Prime being closely a of defacing a picture of

a
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a
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President Wilson, which was displayed
in the office of their realtv firm.

and John Lochenmaier, weal-
thy residents, have since been ordered
to dispose of their property and leave
Lodi. The notice was served by Mayor
Garrison, commander of the post.

Of course the Legion has always
been keen in the pursuit of anything
branded as "radical" or "bolshevist."
Thus the People's Church, of Louis-
ville, Kentucky, was compelled to dis-ban- d

because of "economic pressure"
brought by the Jefferson Post, which
charged John G. Stilli, the pastor,
with anarchistic teachings. The

es. Where they have approached such
crises, notably in the Paris Commune,
the tendency to create Soviets has
been clearly manifested.

The Russian Soviets, although they
have many admitted faults, provide
the workers with the governmental
mechanism much more flexible and
responsive tos their will than any de-

mocracy based on bourgeois principles.
Of course the Soviets are highly un
satisfactory to the remnants of non
producing elements still hanging on
here, but then, in this country, no one
is disturbed over that. The interests
of the workers are being taken care
of, and in Russia that's all that mat
ters.

(Continued next week.)
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"economic pressure

LER

consisted

of visiting advertisers in the church

publication and inducing them to
withdraw their aniDDort. In New

Brunswick, New Jtisey, a campaign

was made against " jxtremist" news

papers and magazines by visiting all

the dealers and getting them to with-

draw the offending judications from

sale. One of the Le lion's most cruel

pieces of interference was directed

against the Mennonitjes of Mississippi,

because of their German speech and

pacifist doctrine. T'iie State conven-

tion called upon the prosecuting of-

ficers of Mississippi to proceed

against the Mennoni e settlement and

asked Legion membt rs to take lawful

steps to prevent its continuance. What

lawful steps it was! possible for Le-

gion members to take was not Indi-

cated. Nor Hoes the Legion disdain to
use the cover of "100 per cent Amer-

icanism" to attack its rivals. In El

Paso, Texas, a couple of months ago,

the city council forbade the circulation

of a leaflet of the forld War Veter-

ans because the attojrney for the local

Legion post objected to its contents.

The leaflet containejl the program of

the World War Veterans and an ap
peal for members.

Agitation in the. Legion over "pro
Germans" and pacifists has been less
pronounced lately' than it once was.
During and directly after the war
whoever thought first to call his op-

ponent ," won the argu-

ment. This reply is now less convinc-

ing as a sole answer to an opinion
with which one does not agree, while
it is again becoming almost respect-

able to be a pacifist It must not be
forgotten", however, that American
Legion opposition was largely re-

sponsible for upsetting the concert
tour of an artist of international re-

putation, Fritz Kreisler, in the winter
of 1919-2- 0.

Objection by the American Legion
to the attempt to revive German opera
in New York City led to riots, while
efforts to aid even German or Aus-

trian children by American charity
have been resisted. When the mayor

behind((
8 T uu',usc.' ",ei "individual"

numane legionaries oi tne city de--
clared they woukUnot permit collec-

tions, threatening sven to patrol the
streets with riflesand compelling the
mayor to leave the reviewing stand
before they would pass' in the Ar-

mistice Day parade.
Preaching. Jjjt Practice.

Against the J.egJon's long, long
trail of lawlessness there have not
been lacking protests from official
and influential quarters within the or-

ganization, but they not been
backed by disciplinary measures, and
commonly have been offset by utter
ances of a contrary sort from equally!
important sources. Mention has al
ready been made of Franklin D'Olier's
warning against with
public officers. Unfortunately, almost
simultaneously, the American Legion
Weekly gloated editorially: "Local
posts may be said to have established
a sharp vigil over the functioning of
local government. They are to
it that neither sins of omission or
commission are permitted to flourish
when it comes to matters of Taw and
order and sound Americanism."

Lawlessness and physical interfer-
ence Legion members have appar
ently decreased in the last year, but
this represents less a change of heart
in the organization than a tendency
in the nation at large away from the
violence begotten of the war. The
Legion is cutting out the "rough
stuff." The methods are changing, but
the temper remains; it expressing

of repression and suppression
Meddling in Politics.

Present tendencies in the American
Legion appear to .away from the
violence and intimidation, but the
change is one of practice, not prin-
ciple of manners, not morals. The
Legion is still imbued with the spirit
of repression and coercion, of pre-

judice and unreason, which the war
nourished; but it has to heed the cry
of "Back to normal!" which the rest
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of the community is raising, and is
beginning to clothe the nakedness of
its purposes in peace-tim- e garments.
"Back to normal!" means back to a
public sentiment which will
almost anything but the "roughneck";
which has compelled even Big Busi-

ness and Tammany Hall to become
"respectable." In its newer methods
the Legion is discarding the khaki
shirt for the white collar, and is
shaving once a day instead of once a
week. More specifically, it is seeking
to mold public policies and obtain
laws, where a year age' it would have
resorted to direct action. But its pur-

poses remain the same.
Take a recent instance in West Vir-

ginia. Kate O'Hare was booked to
make a speech in Weston on April 25.

A year ago the Legion would have
demanded that the city officials pre-

vent the speech, regardless of law,
and met with refusal, would have
broken up the meeting. What they did
in this year of grace was to demand
that the city officials pass an ordin-

ance under which the meeting would
be forbidden! And the city council,
equally attuned to the niceties in the
suppression of freedom upon which
normalcy depends, met in the morning
of the day for which the speech was
announced, and according to an at- -

tested of the minutes in the order of the day at the
hands of the American Liberties
Union, voted "that any public appear-
ance or speech on the part of the said
Kate O'Hare may lead to and result
in riot and disorderly conduct to the
danger and damage of the public,"
and therefore that she "be prohibitted
(original spelling) by the Mayor and
Chief of Police of this City from
speaking on the streets or alleys of
this City or other, place from which
she may heard from such streets
alleys or other public place." Violation
of this order was made punishable by
a fine of not less than thirty days.
Observe that the order applied to
private as well as public property and
that it was directed against a single
individual; it was, of course, as illegal
as it was ridiculous.

Now note the attitude of the na- -

tional office of the Legion toward this
amazing incident. The national office,
of course, has never been able
to countenance violence; it has mildly
deprecated it or aken refuge

u., o-- cu
the excuse that it was or

have

interference

seeing

by

is

tolerate

if

Civil

openly

"unofficial". But here, apparently, it
felt that the proceeding was suf
ficiently covered by the forms of law,
and the Weston Democrat of May 13

printed a letter to the local Legion
commander from Alvin M. Owsley,
assistant national director, in which
the latter said:

It is highly gratifying and indeed
pleasing to those of us at National
Headquarters to read the account of
the splendid conduct of your Legion
Post during the recent unwelcome
visit of Kate O'Hare into

One of the righteous principles of
the preamble of our constitution is
"to maintain law and order." Let us

sure that the Legion has dedicat-

ed itself to those high and exalted
ideals expressed in the preamble. The
Legion must lead the way be strong
and unafraid to perform our duty un-

der any and all circumstances.
All over the United States during

the past year American Legion posts

have been agitating for laws to ct

the spread of ideas or teach-

ings other than their own brand of
"100 per cent Americanism." The
"anti-seditio- and "criminal syndical-

ism" laws that8o many States have
enacted have been initiated or sponsor
ed by the Legion

Of course the modern tendency to

act through legislation has led the or
ganization into greater meddling in

politics than ever. "The American Le.

gion shall be absolutely al

itself in demands for laws and policies and shall not be used for the dissemi- -

be

nntion of partisan principles or for
the promotion of the candidacy of any

person seeking public office or prefer
ment", reads the constitution. This

clause has been callously thrown to

the wolves in the development of a
national program. The Legion's na

tional conventions have declared, for
instance, for rigid restriction of im

migration; for the total exclusion of

Japanese; for universal compulsory

military training; for the deportation

You're ft ne worker
HOPE YOU WU MECR scomeJ
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OBITUARY
At least one' half, that is the in-

dustrial half, of the movement of
Dan De Leon, is now quite certainly
well on the way to complete n

if not to e. Specifically:
the W. t t

When we say half, we do not mean
numerically. What we mean is that
the organization predestined to con-suma- te

De Leonism on the industrial
field (although never amounting to
very much) is now quite out of the
running. There seems nothing that
takes the vitals out of an organiza-
tion with such telling result as inter-
nal disharmony. And although the
vitals in this case have never been
what might be called boastworthy,
they have, nevertheless, been taken
out.

With fifteen delegates representing
less than a thousand members, with
a delectable financial report to the
tune of more than three thousand dol-
lars deficit, and with an organization
as a whole limping feebly on crutches.
it can be well understood that neither
optimism or encouragement were on
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I. I. U. convention in Youngstown, O.
A Thinned-ou- t Relationship.

Perhaps what the delegates con-
sidered to be the most important of
the extremely drab convention pro-
ceedings was the much debated rela-
tion between the W. I. I. U. and its

n, the S. L. P.
Everyone knew, and it was repeated
many times, that most of the mem-ber- s

of the W. I. I. TJ. are also mem-
bers of the S. L. P. and perhaps what
few are not can be counted as strong
supporters. But since the W. 1. 1. U. is

I essentially an industrial organization,
trying to get into its ranks the wid-
est possible masses of the workers, it
woujd have been awkward indeed to
embrace, officially, any particular
political faith.

SftH, there wHere those present
who were frank enough to admit the
folly of universally endorsing an or-

ganization and yet allowing it no re-

cognition in the preamble. True, it
Would be like recognizing oneself;
but the main point it seems to me
is to be honest in such matters. The
S. L. P. I think, didn't want recogni-
tion, at least Arnold Peterson didn't:
it was finally decided not to give it
any.

Most of the time of the convention
was taken up with a pitiful party
squabble. It was charged that Carms,
the delegate to the Red Trade Union
International carried no official re-

port; neither the G. E. B. or the or-
ganization had anything to do with it.
A pretty mess, but they were not dis-
mayed; they merely repudiated his
report to the Third International and
proceeded to notify Delegate Carms
that for all they cared he could walk
back funds were not forthcoming.

More Family Troubles.
Settling this, the delegates listened

of Victor Berger; for the publication
of the "slacker lists"; for consres
sional legislation requiring the basis
of all instruction in elementary pub
lie and private schools to be the
"American language"; against the re-
lease of conscientious objectors;
against amnesty for political prison
ers. La3t January the Legion's Com
mittee on Military Affairs opposed
reaucmg tne army even to 175,000
men and more recently opposed the
withdrawal of American troops from
the Rhine. Last autumn the late F
W. Galbraith, as national commandW.
indorsed Mr. Wilson's refusal of a par-
don to Debs, while in Georgia the
Legion opposed, unsuccessfully, the
candidacies of Thomas E. Watson and
Thomas W. Hardwick, running on the
Democratic ticket for United States

K"'" iiu up us consti-
tutional requirement to be

nonpolitical." And worst of
perhaps, in all this political meddling
the Legion has showed itself to be
pathetically uninformed,
and behind the times.

next week.)

By T. T. Woods.
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to the G. E. B. prefer charges against
each other. The Secretary, Shenkin,

was charged by G. E. B. member
Covert with being a slimy politician,
and was requested by the
same party to relieve the organiza-tion'- s

fund of his name. Ried, G. E. B.

member and Cox, the general organizer
were likewise brought upon the ear-pe- t,

with charges ranging all the way

from to inefficiency. So

things went, until the convention,
quite sick of the whole busi-

ness passed the buck to the member-

ship in

When it was decided to move the
headquarters from Detroit to New
York, I could not help thinking that
Marx moved the First International
to the same City that it might die
there.

Of course, like the good S. L. P.'ers
that they are, the delegates felt con-

strained to view with alarm the doc-

trine of the Dictatorship of the Pro-

letariat. Did the great prophet say
ought of such a thing? No. Then it is

unclean. Anathema on the Dictator-
ship of the proletariat. Heaven pre
serve us from Moscow, the land of
the infidels! (in spite of
And such theoretical bankruptcy; it
was pitiful.

The convention was a sorrowful ad

mixture of tragedy and farce; a farce
that fifteen delegates representing a
mere handful of members, should pre-

sume to parade them as THE revo-

lutionary industrial organization of
the American working class; a tra-

gedy .that the American movement
must be burdened with such a theo-

retically insolvent and industrially im-

potent organization that is kept alive
only by an almost fanatical dogmat-

ism.
After a number of delegates had

bolted in pure disgust, the rest
dwindled away after an apathetic ad-

journment, apparently never to re-

convene.
This convention is something that

the W. L I. U. has needed for a long
time; it drew matters to head; it
hastened the approach of an inevitable
death.

dirge has been well sung. There
is no hope for the of an
organization that has, as the saying
goes, "one foot in the grave and the
other on a banana peeling."

o

THIS IS ALSO WHAT THEY
FOUGHT

The City Commission of Birming
ham, Ala., recently declared that "un
less and vigorous measures
are adopted to relieve the situation,
large numbers of our will suf
fer starvation, sickness and .possibly
death." Most of the unemployed "are
whojly possible means of im-

proving their condition." Conditions
in the mining camps outside Birming-

ham are "growing worse". Three
hundred families are without food in
a small town.

This is also what they fought for:
starvation and death! The boys were
promised everything civilization,
prosperity, happiness and now they
are getting it. This is exactly what
civilization means under capitalism.
Prosperity there is for Morgan, Wall
St.; even for the "enemy" capitalist,

of Germany. But American
workers and German workers,

for the purses of their res-

pective capitalists, are suffering
"starvation and possibly

Well, if the workers will stand for,
this, they don't any better.
They need a few more wars ta wake
them up. Then perhaps they will learn
that you can not save "humanity and

by shooting lead into
..1. ll u..twurnera 01 uiner column's, uui uySenator and Governor, L! r1 taking in hand those who give you

1 hese are some of the whichways n
,l , . . I "starvation, sickness and possibly... ... utw to

"absolute-
ly all,

visionless,
. . .
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The Statue of Liberty is hollow, the
Liberty Bell is cracked, and the Amer-

ican eagle, emblematic of liberty, is
fast becoming extinct. The Forge.

Reduce it to its simplest terms and
hnve a good look at it: My country,
right or wrong! My state, right or
wrong! My, city, right or wrong! My
ward, right or wrong! My precinct,
right or wrong! My family, right or
wrong! MYSELF, right or wrong!
The Forge.

"Great Britain has gained in the
war all, and, indeed, much more than
all she SET OUT TO WIN. Our avy
remains at the end of the war intact
and unassailed. The principle of free-
dom of the seas, which is the basis of
our national existence, stands un-

impaired and unimpugncd. The Bri-

tish protectorate of Egypt is providedx
for in one of the clauses of this treaty.
We are demobilizing our forces, but
We cannot lay down our arma; we
cannot disband thorn altogether. We
must still be able to FIGHT FOR
WHAT WE HAVE WON, and be sure
that it ia not takon from us after we
have won It." Lord Curzon, discus-
sing the Peace Treaty In the House
of Lords.




