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the masses-all this could be secured. o�ly . because we
were led by the Communist Party, d1sc1plm�d by the 
Communist Party, organized by the Commu�1st �arty. 
No revolution and no proletarian dictatorship without 
the Communist Party." 

Our friend has hardly finished his last sentence 
when one deep sigh of adoration escapes the hearts of 
all assembled. A curtain has slipped down_ a fra1?"e
that stood on the side of the platform. A picture_ m
closed in the frame has been illuminated f�om behmd. 
The picture represents Lenin. He waves his hands as 
he gesticulates in an impassion_ed spee�h.

The big square is steeped m the silence of rever
ence. He was the man who planned and led the re':o
lution. He lives in the proletarian masses. He will 
be more and more alive with the advance of world 
revolution. 

* * * * * 

We have allowed our thoughts to wan�er to t�e 
Land of the Social Revolution. We have listened. i� 
our thought to one of the millions. We have partici-
pated in the great celebration. . · 

Is it imagination? No. This is what the Rus;sian 
comrades announce to all of us here on the seventh 
anniversary of their Revolution. As to the celebra
tion, it is up to us to make it as powerful and as glow-
ing as befits the Great J?ay. . , Long live the Russian Revolution . 

Long live the Russian Communist Party! 
Long live the Struggle for World Revolution! 

T::e Great Strategist of the Class War 

T
HE first booklet in the English language that attemp�s a

comprehensive approach to a study of the _m�ny-si�ed 
genius of the greatest working class leader, Vladi�ir Ilyitch

Lenin, has just been published by the Trade Umon Edu�a
tional League. It is entitled, "Lenin: The Great Strategist
of the Class War," and is written by A. Losov�ky, General

Secretary of the Red International of Labor Umons. Tra°:s
lation from the German edition was made by Alexander Bit
telman, who· also writes an introduction for the American
edition, in which he says: . " If I were asked to tell in a few words what is the most
pronounced feature of this pamphlet by A. L�.

sovsky on
"Lenin; the Great Strategist of the Class War, _I should
say this: It is a desire to extract from the ex�enences of

Lenin's life as many lessons as is humanly possible f�r the
advancement of the class struggle and for the promotion of
the proletarian victory thruout the world. . . "A. Losovsky has been prompted to write on Lenm: :t
seems to me, not merely by a desire to perpetuate Lenm s

ory No Lenin's name will live in the world as long asmem . • . . 1 stoiling masses struggle against exploitation, and as ong a. 
oppressed nations and persecuted races tread the path of
revolt against their masters in a fight for freedom and human
equality. The motive that produced this little book is . much
more immediate, direct and practical than a �ere wish to
perpetuate tlle memory of a great leader. It is an earnest
attempt to make Lenin in his death as nearly useful to the
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l"f d a study of tllisworking class as he was in his i e, an 
tt d himself ofpamphlet will show that its author has acqm e 

his task with mor.e than ordinary excellence. . "What is it that we are primarily interested m about
L ·n., We I mean those that are part and parcel of theeni . , 

1 t - ggle andlabor movement and of the proletarian c ass s ru 
that are fighting for the dawn of a new day. What •• we
want to know about Lenin and for what purpose?

"Lenin was the founder of a'great party, the Communist
f R . He was the leader of the first successfulParty o ussia. 

dproletarian revolution. He was for over six years the hea 
>f the first Workers' and Peasants' government in tlle world.
:He was also the founder and recognized leade: . of the_ Com
munist International. For us, working class mihtants m tll'.3
cause of labor, there is a world to learn from _the the experi
ences of Lenin as to how to educate, orgam�e and a�ouse
the masses to action against their capit:1hst �xploiters. 

What we all want to know is, how did Lenm do if? What
theories did he hold? What tactics did he pursue? What
means did he employ? In short, what is the essence of Len-

inism?" 

From all the thousands of workers to whom this ques
tion "What Is Leninism," has become of intense interest,
this' pamphlet by Losovsky will receive a hearty welcome. 

· th C! s War" by A. Loso-"LENIN: Th e Great StrategiSt of 
/ r ,!i�h arti�tic drawing of vsk�- 48 P�!les. h
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The Workers Party to the Fore
By Wm. Z. Foster 

S
TANDING out above all other facts in Americansocial life today is the break from their old po

L litical moorings of great masses of workers andfarmers. Notwithstanding the political immaturityof these masses, and their illusions, which combine tomake them easy prey to the middle-class politicians of the LaFollette type, the disillusionment of largemasses with the two traditional parties of Americancapitalism. remains the biggest political fact today.By the time these lines appear in print the electionswill be but a few days off, and we shall soon have morefacts upon which to estimate the depth and extent ofthe movement of the masses. But even now the broadoutlines of the situation are clear. Especially is itpossible to judge the historical role of the LaFollettemovement, and the tasks which are thereby placedupon the shoulders of the· vanguard of the Americanworking class-we Communists and our jmmediatesympathizers. 
What Is the LaFollette Movement? 

The LaFollette movement has furnished the channel into which has been turned the elemental massmovement of disillusioned workers and farmers. Onlythe class conscious portion of the working class andpoor farmers will follow the lead of the Communistsin this election. But to say that the LaFollette movement has the support of great masses of workers andfarmers tells us very little about its nature and historical function. It does not mean that LaFollette orhis movement represents the interests of these work,ers; to admit such an argument would be equivalentto admitting that Warren Harding, in 1920, repre;mnted tlte interests of the millions of misguided workers who swelled his vote and p.elped place Daugherty,of injunction fame, in office. No, the LaFollette movement is the most dangerous enemy of the toilingmasses of America today. 

France and the United States, all differ among themselves in many respects. But all have this in common-they are political coalitions or alliances. between thesmall and middle capitalists, the professional elements, the well-to-do farmer.:, certain sections of thelabor aristocracy, and the officialdom of the labormovement. Their programs and actions are determined by their social composition. They are inevitably dominated by a capitalist ideology, they basethemselves upon the institutions of private property,and they carry out the imperialistic policies of thecapitalist class as a whole. They are essentially hosttile to the aspirations of the worki:rJg class. They arethe last reserves of capitalist "democracy."
The "Democratic Illusion." 

"Democracy" under the capitalist system jg a setof forms to mask the dictatorship of the capitalistclass. In times of "normalcy" it puts into office suchopen servants of Wall Street as Warren Harding. Ifthe workers are still "normal" this year it will putthe capitalistic puppet, Coolidge, into power. Under�uch conditions capitalism operates quite brutally andopenly through the government, with Daugherty injunctions, "red raids," and armed force against theworkers. Why not? The workers continue to approvewith their votes! But when the masses begin to revolt against the flagrant "Wall Street control," andwhen the middle classes take the leadership and organization of the masses, then the capitalist dictatorship either becomes more subtle or turns to Fascism.In the former case the real "illusions of democracy"are called into play. LaFollette measures, such as primaries, direct election of senators, and so on ad nau
seam, are allowed to be written into the law, to quietthe masses with the belief that they have achievedsome measure of control. What we see in America in the LaFollette movement jg the same historical fact that is finding expression on an international scale in the revival of the"demoeratic illusion" as a means of halting the revo-

1 
lutionary mass movements of populations thrown into

\ action by the breakdown of the international capitaliststem. The imminence of this wave was pointed outthe Fourth Congress of the Communist Interna-onal in 1922, and the Fifth Congress definitely fixed e characteristics of this period. It is expressed in<'--9rmany by the Social-Democratic party, in England?Y \be Labor government of Ramsay MacDonald� andm Frl:atce by the left bloc of Herriot. The� four movements, in Germany, England,

But is anything fundamentally changed by allthis tinkering with the machinery of capitalist "democracy?" Not at all. It may happen that temporarilythe lower sections of the capitalist class force a bitmore recognition for their particular group interests,but �hatever power they gain they immediately turnagainst the workers. Tlie working class never gainsanything of consequence for itself, although it reallybears the brunt of all such struggles, except the incidental disillusionment which gradually forces it to begin to organize its own class forces, to mobilize itselfas a class, to formulate its own program, and to realizethe necessity of a break with the petty-bourgeoisie asit broke with the parties of big capital.
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begin to act upon their own class policies, that they
come to a fuller realization of the treacherous nature
of this fake "democracy." In Germany, when hun-
dreds of thousands of workers were thrown into vio-
lent conflict with their capitalist masters in the fall
of 1923, and it seemed as though the capitalist system
in that country must surely fall, it was the bearers of
the "democratic illusion," the German Social Democ-
racy, that turned the power over to the Ludendorffs,
Hitlers, and the Fascist organizations, to rule the
turbulent masses with machine guns and bombs. In
England, when the transport workers were at the
point of winning the demands of their strike, it was
the "social pacifist," MacDonald, head of the British
Labor party, who took the proclamation of martial
law to the king for his signature, and thereby forced
the workers to compromise. And in America we can
confidently predict, with the full knowledge that the
class interests controlling LaFollette will have their
way with him, that in any great struggle of the work-
ers that may arise when the LaFollette movement
comes to power, the governmental powers will here
also be turned against the workers or turned over to
the Fascist elements in the United States.

Imperialism and LaFollettism.

Imperialist policy is the very keystone of modern
capitalism. How little the LaFollettes, MacDonalds,
Herriots, and Eberts endanger the capitalist dictator-
ship, what servile attendants they are upon the in-
terests of their masters the capitalists, is witnessed
by their care not to interfere in any way with the
exploitation and suppression of colonial peoples. The
middle class of each country is incapable of formulat-
ing, not to speak of carrying out, any policy that
would interfere with the imperialist aims of its respec-
tive higher capitalist circles.

T H E W O R K E R S M O N T H L Y

Perhaps our LaFollette enthusiasts may reply
that the Wisconsin senator is an outspoken critie
of American military adventures in South America,
and that it is unfair to charge, in the absence of such
action on his part, that he would serve American im-
perialism. But when we know that the pacifist Mac-
Donald (who, by the way, opposed the world war with
slightly more emphasis than LaFollette), once he was
in office, proceeded to continue bombing defenseless
natives in Irak, to handle India by forcible repression,
that he continued imperialist intrigue in the Near East,
and in every way continued the policies of British im-
perialism as established by the liberals and conserva-
tives, it is not straining a point to expect that MacDon-
ald's prototype in America, LaFollette, will follow the •
same course with regard to American imperialism And
when we further see Herriot, of France, continue the
policy of the Gomite des Forges, and of French imper-
ialism in Africa, and French Indo-China, we have an-
other reason for our belief. Further, when we con-
sider that even the propaganda of the LaFollettites
for the masses contains nothing but the most peurile
sentimentalities, that Gompers, a big cog in the La-
Follette machine, is an open defender of imperialism,
that there is a complete absence of any program of
action that would mobilize the resistance of the
colonial peoples or crystallize the power of the working
class against imperialism—then we know of a cer-
tainty that LaFollette and his kind are nothing but
concealed imperialists, agents of capitalism in foreign
affairs as they are at home.

Debauching the Working Class.

At this moment the masses in America are just
entering upon a drunken debauch of democratic illus-
ions, fed to them by the LaFollette movement. Blindly
they were making their exit from the two old parties
of capitalism, and just as blindly they allowed them-
selves to be led into the domain of the petty bour-
geoisie. And in the accompanying flood of middle-
class sentimentalism, there has been submerged what
promised to be the beginnings of a mass party of
workers and farmers upon a class basis, with a class
program, the rising Farmer-Labor party movement.
There can be no blinking the fact that the farmer-la-
bor movement, as a mass movement distinct from the
revolutionary (Communist) movement in this coun-
try, has been terrifically weakened, that its basis in
the minds of millions of workers and farmers has been
cut from under it, by the sweep of the LaFollette illus-
ion.

Thus the slogan of the Labor Party has lost its/
power to stir the masses. That is because, while prey v

ious to this time it stood as the organizational expreV
sion for realization or, at least, struggle for somp of
the dimly felt needs of the masses—today the
have, organizationally, come to rest in the
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movement. Before, they wanted a weapon to fight
with. That is why the Labor Party slogan was power-
ful. Now they think they have the weapon in the
LaFollette movement. They will insist upon trying to
use it. Their ears will be closed to organizational slo-
gans to the extent that they are under the spell of
LaFollettism.

But if organizational slogans lose their keen edge
in the period we are now entering, the opposite is true
of slogans of immediate struggle, political and indus-
trial issues of a single, burning, definite need felt by
large masses. More than ever before in the history of
the United States will it be possible to stir the millions
of American workers and farmers, and lead them to
demand and expect redress of these grievances. That
is because they think that they have an instrument 0f
their own, or at least very close to them, which will
be used for their interests. That is an illusion. The
LaFollette movement will fail them miserably. But
the masses will not believe that only because the Com-
munists tell them it is so—they will become disillus-
ioned to the extent that issues are raised and pressed,
issuea oa which the masses will demand action in
their own interests, and against which the capitalist
control orer the LaFollette movement guarantees that
it will net a flinty face.

. What the Revolutionists Must Do.

The situation here outlined brings sharply to the
fore the role of the Workers Party as the vanguard of
the working class: We have two principal tasks: first,
to assist the working class to cast off the influence of
the LaFollette illustion, and second, to arganize the
disillusioned workers into the Workers Party as well
as to unite them for the immediate struggle upon as
wide a basis as possible. There is no organized force
in the United States that can lead the struggle against
the domination of the middle class over the labor move-
ment, except the Communists organized in the Work-
ers Party and the Trade Union Educational League.

In this struggle there is no possible substitute
for the Workers Party. In the sea of reformism, op-
portunism, and petty-bourgeois muddle-headedness,
nothing can possibly furnish a rallying center for the
workers as they gradually become disillusioned except
a clear-cut party of class struggle, with a program and
policy that cuts a sharp line between it and the whole
body of LaFollettism. It was always a dangerous

\y for revolutionists to yield to the idea that
\r organizations could substitute for the Workers

>Party in the immediate struggle. Today it is neces-
/ «ary to root out the idea completely.

Against the class-collaboration program of La-
the only weapon that will cut deep will be

Of class struggle; against the conception

11

of parliamentary reformism, the only effective slo-
gans will be those that mobilize the masses in the
shops and factories for immediate struggle. In such
a situation can we expect results from the use of any
vague, abstract slogans and middle-of-the-road politi-
cal organizations ? It is absurd to think so. The most
powerful weapon that we will have will be our own
Workers Party. It was a growing realization of this
fact that influenced greatly our decision to enter Com-
munist candidates in the presidential election now
upon us.

Direct Organs of Struggle.

All of the foregoing does not, for a single moment,
minimize the importance of direct organs of struggle
of the working class, particularly of the importance of
the trade unions. On the contrary, for at the same
time that the political leadership of the Workers Party
becomes more predominant, at that time also the trade
union struggle becomes more intense. Not only that,
the cleavage within the trade unions, between the fos-
silized officialdom and the rank and file, will render
necessary new forms of organization for the immediate
struggle both against the employing class and against
their agents, the union bureaucrats.

One of the most important of these forms, and one
which will soon be playing an important role in the
American labor movement, is the shop committee
movement. The shop committees will furnish the basis
for unifying the actions of organized and unorganized
workers. They act as protective organs of the workers
in the shops and factories, against aggression of the
capitalists, against wage cuts, against lengthening of
hours, against arbitrary changes in working rules, etc.
At the same time, they furnish the necessary base fcr
the struggle for unity and amalgamation of the trade
unions, and against the splitting, class-collaboration
tactics of the union officialdom.

Of even more importance, from a long range view,
the shop committees give the mass basis for the politi-
cal struggle against LaFollettism. Out of the struggle
in the shops and factories, crystallized in the shop com-
mittees, and out of the masses of unemployed, who
must be united into unemployed councils connected
with trade unions and shop committees, will come the
issues upon which the masses will break with their
treacherous middle-class leaders. And it is therefore
precisely in the centre of these direct organs of strug-
gle against the exploitation of capitalism that the
Workers Party must plant its banner, must mobilize
its forces, must send forth its slogans, and win by vir-
tue of its superior program, its wiser leadership, its
better fighting qualities, the leadership of the Ameri-
can working class for the revolutionary struggle.


