
Chas. Boyle.

Where the Hell's the Dump Cart?

THE WORKERS MONTHLY
A Combination of the Labor Herald, Liberator, and Soviet Russia Pictorial

Published monthly at 1113 W. Washington Blvd. Subscription price $2.00 per year. The Daily Worker Society, Publishers.
Entered as Second Class Matter November 3, 1924, at the postofflce at Chicago, Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879.

VOL. IV. MARCH, 1925 No. 5

The British Conference on World Trade
Union Unity

By Wm. Z. Foster

FOSTER

IF further proof were needed of the
* growing revolutionary spirit of
the British working class, such
proof was abundantly furnished by
the Unity Conference of the National
Minority Movement, held in Batter-
sea Town Hall, on January 25th.
There were present 630 delegates
from all over Great Britain, repre-
senting more than 600,000 workers
in practically every important trade
union in the country. The whole
thing was a blaze o.f revolutionary

spirit. It was a striking demonstration of the spirit
of international unity, now spreading like wildfire
among the millions organized in the British trade
unions.

The conference, which was made up of delegates
from trade unions, cooperatives, unemployed, etc., was
held in the face of sharp opposition. The old-line
trade union leaders could see in it the handwriting on
the wall for their antiquated system of unionism which
has cost the British workers so dearly. The General
Council of the Trades Union Congress, invited to
attend, abruptly declined the invitation. The leaders
of the National Union of Railwaymen and the Amal-
gamated Engineering Union (Machinists) went the
General Council one better and sharply warned their
members not to attend. The capitalist press profusely
praised the reactionary leaders for this stand; suddenly
the mouthpieces of the capitalists became militant de-
fenders of "legitimate" trade unionism against the
diabolical assaults of the left wing. They made much
of the fact that Cook, recently elected left wing
secretary of the national Miners' Union, did not attend
the conference and preside over it, as advertised. The
reason for this was that when he agreed to preside
the date for the conference was set for January 24.
Later, it was changed to the 25th. This conflicted

with an already scheduled important miners' meeting
which he could not cancel. But Cook sent a copy of
his speech, fully identifying himself with the Minority
movement. He said, "I am proud to be a disciple of
Karl Marx and a humble follower of Lenin."

More active opposition was offered by those tools of
big capital, the British fascist!. Before the meeting
they plastered the whole neighborhood (which is the
district of Saklatvala, the Communist M. P.) with
posters screaming "To Hell with the Communists.
Join the Fascisti!" They also issued a couple of
pamphlets bitterly attacking the Minority Movement.
These were distributed widely. Then the fascisti,
representing themselves to be officials of the Minority
Movement, secured entrance to the hall early in the
morning and sprinkled the place with foul-smelling
chemicals.

The Urge to World Unity

The specific object of the Conference, in addition to
generally furthering left-wing propaganda and organ-
ization in the trade unions, was to organize a great
drive behind the E. I. L. U. plan for the calling of an
international convention at which both the Amsterdam
and Bed Internationals shall be merged and the
world's labor movement united. This drive for unity
has developed powerful support in the British unions.
The British trade unions are fast coming to realize
that Amsterdam, with its policy of class collaboration
and support of the Dawes' plan, can do nothing for
them. They are turning their eyes more and more
to revolutionary methods, and Russia is an inspiration
to them.

When the delegates of the Russian trade unions
came to the Hull convention of the British unions,
they were given a mighty ovation. They invited the
British to send a delegation to Russia. This was done,
and the British delegates got a still more wonderful
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demonstration at the Russian Trade Union Congress.
The British delegates endorsed the plan of the Rus-
sians for world unity. Morever, they brought home a
report glowingly supporting the Russian revolution
and pointing out its achievements. The delegation was
roaded by Purcell, President of the British Trades
Union Congress and chairman of the Amsterdam
International.

These moves, backed by the left wing generally in
the unions, left Thomas and the other right-wingers'
gasping. But they have been unable to develop any
real opposition to the course of events. The General
Council adopted their Russian delegation's report

unanimously, and are preparing to
set up an Anglo-Russian Trade
Union Committee to fight for
world unity. This creates a tick-
lish situation in the Amsterdam
International. The British unions
are the backbone of that organiza-
tion, and if the right'wing, led by
Oiidgeest, Grossman, Jouhaux, et
al, who are bitterly fighting
against unity, attempt to block
the combined efforts of the Rus-

J.T. MURPHY OF THE gians and the British, it may re-
ENGIXEERS' UNION suit in splitting the Amsterdam

(MACHINISTS). International. That would be a
fatal blow to it and would def-

initely mark the ascendancy of the left wing in the
world labor movement.

The resolution adopted at the Battersea Unity Con-
ference supported the policy of the General Council of
the British trade unions. It said:

"International unity, to fight capitalism, not to defend it,
can only be achieved if the labor movement of all countries,
and particularly our own, succeeds in forcing the Amsterdam
International to agree to the convening, together with the
R. I. L. U., of a world trade union congress. At this Congress,
representatives of all the trade union organizations affiliated
to both the Amsterdam and the R. I. L. U., as well as those
trade unions outside any international organization, shall be
present. Only at such a world congress as this will it be
possible to unify our forces. We must break with the policy
of class peace, and collaboration with the League of Nations,
that powerful instrument of capitalism, and create an inter-
national leadership fit and willing to lead the battles of the
working class against the capitalists, under the banner of
one trade union movement."

The aim of the Minority Movement is to stir the
masses and to swing them definitely into an irre-
sistable demand for trade union unity, one that cannot
be betrayed by weak or treacherous leadership. The
resolution was moved by the veteran, Tom Mann,
chairman of the Unity Conference, and it was seconded
by another veteran, A. A. Gossip, Secretary of the
National of Furnishing Trades. Tom Mann looked
younger than ever. He enthused the whole conference
with his contageons vigor and militancy. Many
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speakers supported the resolution. I was struck by
four features of their debate. One was their splendid
ability as floor-men; quite evidently they were trade
union militants of long standing. Another was their
revolutionary spirit and understanding of Marxian and
Leninist principles, still another was the definite close-
to-home illustrations they gave on the need for unity.
To them the fight against the Dawes' plan was no far-
fetched thing but an immediate bread-and-butter
question that could only be solved by powerful and
revolutionary organization. And, finally, I was struck
with the compactness and homogenity of the gathering.
All seemed to think and react alike. It was such a
contrast to the lack of homogenity of our working
class, made up as it is of 50 races, with a multitude of
jangling languages, religions, traditions, etc. The
tvhole conference just breathed of the workshops. It
cvas the real voice of the most intelligent and revo-
lutionary elements of the British working class.

Other Business of the Conference

In addition to the unity resolution, several other
matters, more or less related to the immediate purpose
of the conference, were handled. One of these was
a very able report on the Sixth Russian Trade Union
Congress, by Harry Pollitt, general secretary of the
National Minority Movement. At the conclusion of
his speech, Pollitt was bombarded with scores of
questions dealing with every
imaginable trade union prob-
lem in Russia: piece work,
organization of women, chil-
dren, the blind, condition of
the cooperatives, unemploy-
ment, etc., etc. The delegates
betrayed the broadest knowl-
edge of the situation and the
greatest hunger for informa-
tion. Such a demonstration
would be utterly impossible
at this time in a general
American rank and file trade
union conference, stuffed full
as the heads of our workers
are with lies about Russia,
propagated equally by our
labor leaders and the cap-
italists.

An important resolution
was one condemning British
imperialism and declaring solidarity with the working
classes and labor unions throughout the British
Empire.. With the British workers, the question of
imperialism, like that of trade union unity, is a closeup
and burning one. The leaders of the Labor Party were
scorched by several speakers for their imperialistic
policy when in power. Now the conse'rvatives control-
ling the government are declaring that Labor has no

HARRY POLLITT OF THE
BOILERMAKERS' UNION,
NATIONAL SECRETARY OF

BRITISH MINORITY
MOVEMENT.
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right to kick against the atrocities in Egypt, India,
and elsewhere, because when it was in power it did the
same thing. The Amsterdam International was also
bitterly assailed for organizing only European work-
ers and for leaving the workers in the colonies and
weaker countries to their fate.

A resolution that created much interest was one deal-
ing with the cooperatives. Flocks of delegates wanted
to speak on this question, but the limited time cut the
actual number of speakers to just a few. From these,
however, two things became evident—first, that the co-
operative movement of Great Britain is in the hands
of reactionaries who have the pettiest kind of a petty
bourgeois outlook, and, second, that the left wing is go-
ing henceforth to devote a much larger share of its ef-
forts towards utilizing the great field for organization
and propaganda presented by the cooperative move-
ment.

The final resolution dealt with the present attempt
of the government to put the railroad workers under
military control. C. E. Cramp, president of the N. U. R.,
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actually had proposed that this infamous meas-
ure be accepted if the government gives the unions
guarantees that it will not be used to make the rail-
roaders into scabs during strikes. But the rank and
file are in most determined opposition to it. Any
attempt to enforce it will surely be met by a great
strike. Naturally, the Unity Conference pledged all
help to develop such resistance.

There were a number of delegates from foreign
countries come to the conference to express their
loyalty to the cause of international unity. Several
ran dangers of imprisonment to reach the conference.
Among those who spoke were Dudilieux, secretary of
the C. G. T. U. of France, and representative of the
R. I. L. U., Jim Larkin, Hais of Czecho-Slovakia, Mill-
er of Germany, a delegate from India, and Jim Cannon.
Comrade Cannon spoke for the Trade Union Edu-
cational League. He made a powerful presentation
of the meaning of the maneuvers of the A. F. of L. to
re-enter the Amsterdam International. He also pointed

(Continued on page 236)
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The British Conference On
World Trade Union Unity

(Contined from page 197).
out the world significance of the re-awakening that is
now taking place in the ranks of British Labor. He
and the other speakers were tumultuously received by
the conference.

Throughout the entire conference the program of
the left wing in the trade unions was emphasized:
amalgamation, shop committees, organization of the
unorganized ,etc. And these pratical trade unionists
had a most effective way of painting these as immedi-
ate, burning, bread-and-butter questions. The British
workers are dangerously close to the hunger line.
With them the labor movement is a deadly serious
thing. It would have been a revelation to many
American revolutionists to see the extremely business-
like manner with which the Britishers went at their
problems in the conference. The thing that struck
me was the entire absence of sentiment for dual
unionism. One delegate, an I. W. W., spoke, and
though he may have had secessionist ideas in his mind,
he didn't venture to give voice to them in this intensely
trade union conference. All he did was to kick against
political action, and for this he was sharply attacked
by several delegates, to the apparent satisfaction of
the whole conference.

A Great Storm Brewing
Undoubtedly most important developments are impending

in the British labor movement. The struggle for world
unity is of itself tremendously significant. But the British
workers are also heading for another big collision with their
employers. Serious disputes are brewing among the miners,
metal workers, and many other trades. A general feeling of
discontent, a vague expectancy of no one knows what,
prevails amongst the rank and file. The break will probably
develop among the miners. And this time there will be no
"Black Friday." This time it will not be up to the tre-
acherous Hodges and Thomas. The powerful and rapidly
growing left wing will have a say in the matter. When next
the masses of British workers go into struggle, it will not be
to face such a terrible debacle as they did in 1921. They
will make some real advances.

The Battersea Unity Conference, marking as it does the
rapid growth of the left-wing movement, is bound to be a
historic gathering. Leaving aside certain important dif-
ferences needless to outline here, it is roughly comparable to
the left-wing conference in Manchester in 1900. That
marked a turning point in British labor history. The milli-
tant left wing, spurning all plans for dual unionism, there
laid the basis of a revolutionary organization in the trade
unions and began a vigorous campaign to lead the deeply
discontented workers into struggle against the strong and
arrogant employers. Consequently they played a tremendous
part in the epoch-making strikes of the miners, railroaders,
and transport workers in 1911. The moving spirit of the
Manchester 1910 conference was Tom Mann, and in Battersea
in 1925 he is also a militant and central figure along with
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Harry Pollitt, Tom Bell, George Hardy, Nat Watkins, W.
Hannington, Jack Tanner, and the others.

Will history repeat itself? Will the Battersea conference
be followed by a great series of upheavals as was the
Manchester conference? I think so. Militants will do well
to follow closely events in England for the next few months.

Another angle of great importance in the British labor
situation is the developing struggle for power between the
right and left wings. As yet the left wing, because of the
sturdy rank and file spirit of independence in the unions, have
had comparatively easy sailing of it. They have had no
arbitrary expulsions to face, in spite of the fact that the
National Minority Movement openly collects dues and per
capita tax accepts the affiliation of local unions holds its
conferences of regular delegates from unions, and uses other
similar methods totally impossible at this time in the "hard-
boiled" American labor movement. So far the reactionaries
have not dared to begin expulsions. But they will not give
up their power without a struggle. They will deal the left
wing a heavy blow when they get a chance. And they will
feel they have that chance in the coming great strikes, in
which the left wing will play a vital part. They engineered
one Black Friday, and they will engineer another, an even
worse one, if they get an opportunity. But I am not at all
pessimistic. If in the face of the renaissance now going on
in the ranks of the workers, the Thomases, the Hodges', and
the dynes' try any such traitorous maneuver it will be the
end of them and their kind in the British labor movement.

British Labor progresses by fits and starts. First it has
a long period of stagnation, followed by a period of intense
revolutionary activity in which great gains are made. Its
whole history is a series of such periods. And it hangs on
tenaciously to what it gains in its active phases. Seldom
does it lose much of the hard-won ground. Its general
tendency is ever onward and upward. The Battersea con-
ference, taken in connection with many other indications,
is an evidence that another period of intense activity is
opening. A new period of struggle is beginning and it will
be much more significant, more enduring, and produce more
far-reaching effects than any that has preceded it. It will
produce world-wide repercussions.

The British working class is stripping for action, preparing
for battle. Joining hands with the Russians, it is taking its
?roper place in the vanguard of the toiling millions fighting
international capitalism. And, in all likelihood, it will stand
there loyally to the end. The British and the Russian workers
joining hands! That is the great new alignment of Labor's
biggest and best battalions. It is a combination that bodes
ill for all exploiters. It surely means the establishment of
trade union unity on an international scale, and a great
intensification of the class struggle. It is a vital prepara-
tion for the final battle to overthrow capitalism and to
establish the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Communists Take the Lead
in Minnesota

(Continued from page 215).
conference plans were laid to call a state convention of the
Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota for March 20. In the past
all conventions have been made up of representatives of local

M A R C H , 1 9 2 5

unions and farmers' organizations. This time, however,
delegates to the state convention are to be elected at a series
of county conventions held throughout the state. These
county conventions may be attended by any one who supports
the Farmer-Labor Party The contact with the workers'
organizations and the organizations of dirt farmers is being
cut of entir&ly. At the coming convention the Farmer-Labor
Federation, which is the nearest thing to class organization
in side the ranks of the Farmer-Labor Party, will be liquida-
ted. Mahoney, who a year ago, was looked upon as a
progressive is the leader behind this move.

The call to the convention concludes as follows:
"No members of the Workers (Communist) Party will be

admitted to this unity conference March 20th."
Thus it can be readily seen that the journey to the right

has been completed. Both the reactionaries and the so-called
progressives are ready to scrap the Farmer-Labor Party, to
give up all militant action in the trade union movement, to
come out as open defenders of capitalism and the capitalist
government.

The Communists are utilizing this situation by going to the
rank and file exposing the treachery of these leaders. One
mass meeting has been held in Minneapolis, attended entirely
by trade unionists, at which our complete program was
examined. Today it is safe to say that one-third of the rank
and file workers in the labor movement in both St. Paul and
Minneapolis are consciously following the lead of the Workers
(Communist) Party. It may be that we will be eliminated
in the central bodies of the American Federation of Labor;
it may be that ultimately we will even be eliminated from
local unions. But the campaign of persecution and expulsions
followed here has reacted to our benefit and have strength-
ened our influence over the workers.

Negroes in American Industry
(Continued from page 208).

The percentage of Negro workers in non-manufacturing
industries for the same year was as follows (the industries
given below have always employed a larger percentage of
Negroes than the industrial enterprises proper):

Hotels—53 per cent.
Laundries—44 per cent.
Mail order merchandise houses—8 per cent.
Railway sleeping and dining car service—68 per cent.
Miscellaneous (public service, warehouses, taxicabs,

telegraph companies, etc.)—6 per cent.
A tabulation of the above percentages shows that in Chi-

cago manufacturing industries in 1920 there was an average
of 16 per cent of the working forces who were Negroes, with
the quota rising to 23 per cent in the non-manufacturing in-
dustries.

According to the figures compiled by the Chicago Com-
mittee on Race Relations, the Negro population of Chicago
increased from 44,103 in 1910 to 109,594 in 1920—an ap-
proximate increase of 250 per cent. The number of Negro
workers increased from 27,000 in 1910 to about 70,000 in 1920.
The increase in the percentage of Negro workers to Negro
population in 1920 as compared with 1910 is undoubtedly due
to the influx of Negro workers without families and conse-
quently better able to leave the soutk.
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YOU SAY YOUR CUSTOMERS GAVE YOU A BIRTH-
DAY PRESENT?

SURE. I HAD A COLLECTION BOX IN THE STORE
MARKED "FOR THE BLIND"—AND THERE'S THE BLIND.

Migration North

Chicago is the heart of industrial America and from these
figures we can gain a good iidea of the magnitude of the
problem created for the Negro himself—the labor movement
and the Workers (Communist) Party by a social phenomenon
which is well expressed in statistics showing that already
in 1920 about 20 per cent of the workers in Chicago, the
greatest industrial center in America, were Negroes.

The influx of Negro workers did not cease in 1920. It
continued thru 1921-22-23, and figures made public by the
southern state governments show that in this period more
than 500,000 Negroes took their scanty belongings and left
the southern exploiters to sulk in helpless rage. The Negro
has at last found a way to avenge himself on his southern
persecutors.

In 1924 the nmber of Negroes "goin No'th" decreased
due to the demand for agricultural labor in the south, where
several million acres had reverted to the jungle because of
the scarcity of labor.

The figures on lynching of Negroes in the south for 1924
speak volumes—they show a decrease of fifty per cent with-
a total of "only 19" Negroes done to death; horrible enough,
but eloquent in that they show the increased safety of life
and improved treatment in the drop from the 1923 total of 38
as a result of the withdrawal by the Negroes of their labor.

Most of the Negroes are in the north to stay and it is
not necessary that the migration continue in a flood to bring
the problem of the Negro in industry to the attention of the
American workingclass. "The iron march of • historical
development" has already placed it on the order of business.

The unions of the industrial north and of southern states
like Tennessee, North Carolina and Georgia that are rapidly
becoming industrialized, can no longer shut their eyes and
presume that only in isolated instances will they be called
upon to make a decision. One-fifth of the American industrial
workers now have black skins. They are in industry and are
going to stay there.

(Another article by Comrade Dunne on the Negro ques-
tion will appear next month.)
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