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LABOR UNITY 

States war vessels and 2,725 sailors and ma
rines participated in the war against the revo
lutionists. Managua was bombarded and the 
United States forces took part in several land 
engagements. The leader of the revolution 
finally surrendered and was exiled to Panama 
on board a U. S. war vessel. 

The expense of suppressing the revolution 
led the Diaz government to make another New 
York loan, pledging' Nicaraguan railroad and 
bank property as collateral. 

Loans and canal rights were both arranged 
for in 1913. A small guard of U. S. marines 
remained in Nicaragua until 1925 and during 
twelve years of Yankee good-will the country 
enjoyed peace and prosperity. 

Despite the presence of the marines another 
over-turn took place, however. The conserv
atives were voted out of power and a govern
ment assumed office which was hostile to U. S. 
interests. Thereupon Adolfo Diaz, who had 
been officially assisted by the United States in 
his 1909 revolution and officially aided by the 
United States in suppressing the 1912 revolu
tion, helped to organize a coup d'etat as a result 
of which he became President in October, 1926. 
The liberals, meantime, had begun a revolution 
in support of the duly elected Nicaraguan offi
cials. Diaz was promptly recognized by the 
United States; was supplied with marines and 

airplanes; was backed by United States battl_e
ships, and by a U. S. admiral, :'ho took mil
itary possession of the liberal cap1ta_l and order
ed the liberal army to surrender its arms or 
get out. During 1927 several battles vv"ere 
fought by United States marines against the 
opponents of Diaz. In the course of these. en
gagements a number of United States ma:·mes 
and several hundred Nicaraguans were killed. 

The Nicaraguan war of 1926-1927 has bee-n 
waged by the United States in the intere�ts of 
President Diaz and against a group of N1ca1·a
o-uan patriots who are insisting on the right of 
Nicaragua to handle its own affairs in its own 
way. 

Diaz is a foster-child of Yankee ''good-will." 
When he organizes revolutions, Uncle Sam 
backs him. When he is elected to office, he re
ceives Yankee support. When he ousts du1y 
elected officials, he is similarly favored. 

What is this "good-will" of which President 
Coolidge talked so suavely and of which Mr. 
Hughes spoke so passionateliY at Havana? It is 
the steady, implacable march of Yankee im
perialism across the weak neighboring countries 
of Latin America. It is "moral suasion" at the 
muzzle of a 16 inch gun. Yankee good will is 
the half brother of Yankee good investments ; 
Wall Street is the father of both. 
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ly growing mass circulation. It is this whole 
machine mechanism which will send forth a 
large delegation to the Pittsburgh Conference. 

The effect of this great mass movement has 
been to stimulate the fighting spirit of the min
ers in Pennsylvania and Ohio. A weakness of 
the progressives was that almost unanimously 
for several months they held the position that 
it was wrong to critic.ize the Lewis machine 
during the strike. The result of this was to give 
Lewis a free hand to destroy the strike. 

The left-wing however, firmly maintained 
that especial!¥ during the str.ike Lewis and his 
policies had to be attacked. Now progressives 
and all are agreed that the mass attack on 

. Lewis has vastly strengthened the strike and 
gained it its first real prospect of· success. 
Should the strike be successful Lewis will, of 
course, try to claim the credit. But the opposi
tion must know how to instruct the rank and 
file in the real truth. 

The development of this great mass move
ment of opposition ag·ainst Lewis and the opera
tors is being watched with alarm by the govern
ment, the coal operators, and the Lewis ma
chine. Lewis's henchmen are co-operating 
openly with the State police and other arms of 
the government, to suppress free speech and 
free assembly by the opposition forces. They 
are embarking jojntly on a campaign of terror
ism against the rank and file. Already at the 
present writing, five men have lost their lives 
in the struggle: three of the opposition and two 
of the administration force, while innumera
ble others have been slugged and a1Tested. 

The evident determination of the Lewis ma
chine is to hang on at all cost in the face of the 
opposition of the majority of the union, secur
ing the support of the operators and the gov
ernment in order to retain control of the union 
Accustomed to stealing elections, packing con
ventions, using the black list against militant 
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