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With regard to the increase of reindeer breeding , fishing
and hunting , for the purposes of the market , this is a question
which is closely connected with industrialisation . The raw ma-
terials of the North , such as meat , fish , poultry , berries , nuts ,
hides , wood, etc. can be used to produce tinned goods , suède
leather , extracts , fats, oils , etc. and thus be made into profitable
export commodities . For the North , canning and preserving
factories , leather and chemical works come chiefly into question .
For the economic development of the Polar district of the Soviet
Union , the building of land and waterways is of decisive im-
portance . The potential productive possibilities of the Northern
district of the Soviet Union are very great . It is only necessary
to understand how to open them up . The beginning has already
been made .

TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

The Convention of the Trade Union
Unity League .

By Wm . Z. Foster (New York ) .
The Convention of the T. U. U. L. (the Fourth National

Convention of the T. U. E. L. ) was held in Cleveland , Ohio from
August 31st to September 2nd inclusive . It was the most success-
ful general Convention ever held by the left wing trade union
movement in the United States , despite a number of weaknesses
in its preparation and make up .

There were present at the Convention 690 delegates . These
included 181 miners , 66 steel workers , 52 automobile workers ,

54 needle workers , 41 building workers , 38 textile workers , and
28 railroad and marine transport workers . The bulk of the re-
presentation came from six principal industrial states : Ohio
127, Pennsylvania 121, New York 95 , Illinois 66 , Michigan 59 ,
West Virginia 45. Somewhat less than half of the delegates
came from the new industrial unions , the rest coming from
• Shop Committees in the organised industries , left wing groups
in the old unions , etc. There were 159 youth delegates , 72 women ,
and 64 Negroes . The union delegates represented approximately
50.000 members . The delegates from the unorganised industries
came from plants and factories employing approximately 600,000 .
These included many of the great basic trustified industries of
the United States .

The figures of this Convention compare very favourably
with those of the previous National Convention of the T. U. E. L. ,
held December 3rd , 1927. At that Convention were 297 dele-
gates , of which there were miners 28 , metal 19, automobile none ,
needle workers 107 , building workers 50 , textile 9 , railroad and
marine transport 8. About two -thirds of the 1927 Convention
(172 delegates ) came from New York , where the Convention
was held , and the bulk of these were needle trades workers ;
whereas in the 1929 Convention , which had more than twice
the number of delegates , the delegation came from 19 states , and
principally from the basic industries .

One of the most outstanding features of the Convention was
the large delegation of Negro workers 64. These delegates
came chiefly from the basic industries . It was far and away the
best Negro delegation ever developed at any left wing conven-
tion in the United States . This delegation was the very centre
of interest and activity at the Convention . It indicates that the
T. U. U. L. has a splendid field for work amongst the Negro
workers .

The T. U. U. L. Convention was a striking example of the
radicalisation of the American workers . The large size of the
Convention , the militant spirit of the delegates , and the unusual
intensity with which they carried through the work of the
Convention , all were examples of this . The difficult situation
inside the Communist Party, with the intense fight against the
Lovestone attempt to split the Party, together with certain pessi-
mistic moods , tended to prevent the necessary preparation work
for the Convention , but nevertheless the workers responded splen-
didly . This is a concrete demonstration of the radicalisation pro-
cess that is going on amongst them under the fierce pressure of
capitalist rationalisation , and which is making them increasingly
ready for struggle .

The Convention was a striking demonstration of the
rectness of the Comintern and Profintern line for trade
work in the United States , namely the building of revoluties
industrial unions in those industries where the workers
unorganised or where the reformist unions have no real
The Convention delegates enthusistically accepted the progra
based upon the Profintern Fourth Congress decisions , a
Profintern open letter to the Convention .

At the Convention there was established a new trade
centre which affiliated to the R. I. L. U. as its American sec
Tho old Trade Union Educational League was princip :
loose organisation of the left wing inside the reformist
The new Trade Union Unity League , however , wil
firmly knit dues -paying organisation , and will act as th

e

ordinating centre not only for the new unions being estab's

in the various industries , but also for the left wing g
r

in the old unions . It will actively lead the whole movemen
struggle against the employers and the social reformists .

very centre o
f

its programme is the organisation o
f

th
e

organised into new revolutionary industrial unions .

T
.

U. U. L. is headed by a large National Committee
meets semi -annually , and a National Executive Board o

f
1
5 ‡

meets monthly . The National Officers are : General Secre
Wm . Z. Foster ; Assistant Secretary and Treasurer . Jo

Schmies ; National Organiser , Jack Johnstone ; National
Organiser , J. W. Ford ; and Editor , Wm . F. Dunne .

All the new unions were represented a
t the Conve

These include the National Miners Union , Needle Trades !

ers Industrial Union , National Textile Workers Union .

pendent Shoe Workers Union , and the Automobile and Air
Workers Union . There was also a strong representation i

sections o
f

the Amalgamated Food Workers Union . In add
there were also represented the Marine Workers League . **

is now developing itself into a labour union .

The Convention adopted a general programme of act
as well as a constitution to fit the new character of the Let
This programme is based upon the struggle against can
rationalisation and imperialist war . It deals with the organis

o
f the unorganised , strike strategy , social insurance , the Neg

question , the Labour Party , work among the colonial p
e

the fight against imperialist war , the defence o
f

the Soviet U

protection of foreign -born workers , etc. The Convention
great stress upon the fight against wage cuts , and for the 7

-

day and 5 -day week , with the 6 -hour day in mining and al

road industries , and against unemployment . The whole Co.
tion was built around the question o

f

the organisation o
f

unorganised . The Gastonia trials , in which sixteen mi`Ję
leaders of the textile workers face the electric chair , occupied
very central role in the Convention . The Convention vote .

send a workers ' jury to participate in the Gastonia tria's
listen to the evidence and to render its verdict to the wond
generally regarding this attempt to kill off revolutionary leat
of the textile workers .

The convention was animated by a revolutionary spirt
not only outlined a programme o

f everyday struggle , but
demned the capitalist system a

s
a whole , and declared fc :

overthrow and the setting up of a workers , and farmers
vernment .

The whole Convention delegation blased with resen
and condemnation of the A. F. of L. and S. P. social refort
agents and strike breakers o

f

American Imperialism . More
more the A. F. of L. — S. P. leaders are acting as the ins
ments o

f

the capitalists to speed up the workers in the indus
and to demoralise them in the face of American Imperialists
programme . The so -called Muste - ite o

r
"progressive " oppos.x

the A. F. o
f
L. came in for special condemnation . This group ,

its sub -grouplets o
f

Cannonites and Lovestonites , only serves

a screen for the revolutionary bureaucracy . This is partica '

dangerous now that the workers are in a mood to orga
its policy being to draw these masses into the control of

A
.

F. o
f
L. leadership to betray them shamelessly .

In connection with the Convention , a whole series of spe
and industrial conferences were held . These were all h

successful . The special conferences dealt with Negro work , w

work , women work , organisation of the South , work ar

Latin -American workers , and the building o
f

the official org
Labour Unity . The industrial Conferences dealt with the



No. 54 1169International Press Correspondence

ems in the respective industries . They concentrated themselves
incipally upon the working out of economic programmes of
ch of the industries and the development of the work of
ganising the unorganised . Among the more important camp-
ns outlined , and the Convention distinguished itself for the
actical character of its work , were big movements to organise
e coal and metal miners , the automobile workers , marine
nsport workers , shoe workers , needle workers , and especially
e textile workers in the South . Many of these projects are
eady well advanced . In various trustified industries active
mpaigns were laid out for the beginning of the formation of
eliminary groups of workers in the plants and factories , as
eparation for eventual union building.
The T. U. U. L. Convention delivered a decisive defeat to

= Right tendencies in the movement . Prior to the holding of
e Convention , both the Cannon -Trotskyites and the Lovestonites
ade open efforts to mobilise their forces for the Convention ;

it their work came to nought . The Cannonites were not in
idence at all at the Convention , and the Lovestonites not much
ore . The Lovestonites had a few delegates but they were
mply drowned out by the militant spirit of the Convention .
ey did not venture to speak during the Convention . They con-
ed themselves to introducing two resolutions , one an op-
rtunistic conception of the Labour Party, and the other a
oposal to adopt the line of the liberals regarding the Gastonia
als . Both of these were unanimously defeated by the Con-
ntion , no one voted for them . The climax of the defeat of the
ght Lovestone tendency came when Gitlow , their leader in the
Onvention , was defeated for election to the National Com-

ittee of the T. U. U. L. , receiving only two votes .

The prospective before the newly formed Trade Union Unity
eague is excellent. The workers in all the basic industries are
owing signs of increasing discontent and willingness to
ruggle . The A. F. of L. gives no leadership to these dis-
ontented workers except to shamefully betray them into the
inds of the employers . The T. U. U. L. has a splendid op-
ortunity to acquire leadership of large masses of them . The
onvention just held gave it a good start in this direction .
'ithout doubt , in the next months the new organisation will
ay a highly important role in the American labour movement .
he Cleveland Convention is a milestone on the road of de-
elopment of the American working class .

The Social Democrats are Splitting
The Swedish Trade -Union Movement .

By A. I. Smolan .
The trade -union bureaucracy in Sweden has recently begun
sharp offensive against the steadily growing opposition .
Up to the present , the reformists in this country have been
ying to keep up the pretence and stated that they were "com-
ating the injurious effects of Communist activity by democratic
leans".
This "patience and democratic tolerance " came to a sorry

nd after the parliamentary elections in September 1928 , when
e Communists doubled the votes cast for them , while the
ocial democrats experienced a decided reverse . This result led to
further rapprochement between the parties of the Right and
e social democrats , even though the latter had entered the
lection fight with the intention of defeating the latter and
Orming a fourth "Labour Government " .
Immediately after the elections , the Government of the Right

nvited the employers ' and workers' associations to a conference
t Stockholm in order "to discuss common interests in economic
matters". The conference took place and was attended by a
arge number of employers and trade -union leaders , whereby ,
on the occasion of a common carousal , the reactionary prime
minister emphasised , with the joyful approval of the social-
democratic press , that "we are all in the same boat , whether we
re capitalists or workers, and we consequently have the same
nterests , namely , through common effort to get the boat into
afe harbour ".
After the conference a systematic agitation was begun

against the Communists , who had carried on successful pro-
Daganda among the working masses against the idea of class

collaboration . The unity committee of the trade union , formed
under their leadership in the year 1926 had , for instance , con-
voked a national conference , at which more than 100,000 trade-
union workers were represented , and this conference , which de-
cided sharply against co -operation with the employers , met with
the approval of the workers throughout the country . But the
bourgeoisie and the social democrats were in agreement that
"the Swedish workers draw the line between themselves and
the Moscow hirelings and that the trade unions must be cleared
of Communistic pests ". The executive of the trade -union federa-
tion issued a circular to all affiliated unions demanding that
they should put before their local groups and members the
choice of severing all connections with the unity committee or
withdrawing from the union .

This impudent ultimatum had a very different effect
from that intended . In the saw-mill workers' union 37 of the
big local groups decided in favour of remaining with the unity
committee , while only 17 accepted the ultimatum of the trade-
union bureaucrats ; in the paper industry workers union the
figures were 40 and 7, and the position was similar in other
trade unions . In view of this feeling , several of the unions
did not dare to send out the circular , and among these there was
the big union of transport workers , also the two unions of the
seamen .

The reformists were determined to cause a split , but there
was nothing for it but to smash the movement , if they did not
want to remain idle and look on while the Communists won
over one local group after another , until they had carried the
matter so far as to capture whole unions . As early as last year
the Communists had almost half of the delegates at the annual
conference of the paper workers . This summer matters were
still more threatening at the trade union conference of the
miners , where the Communists had 28 votes against 30 for the
Social Democrats . On this occasion they were once more suc-
cessful in keeping their power by democratic means , but in the
heat of the fight the Reformists let it out that before the trade-
union conference assembled they had decided to split the union
in the event of the Communists being victorious .
The federation executive therefore insisted upon its demand ,

and numerous unions in which the Communists exercise great
influence held their conferences in August , and the chief question
was the destruction of the Communist influence . At the election
of delegates the reformists succeeded by means of a furious
agitation in the bourgeois and Social -Democratic press in in-
timidating the indifferent , passive member masses and in
securing the majority once more by "democratic means".
This result did not , however , mean defeat for the Com-

munists , who were able greatly to increase the number of votes
cast for them in hundreds of the big local groups . For instance ,
among the metal workers in Göteborg , where at previous elec-
tions when they had the leadership they received only
700 to 1000 votes , they now netted 2400. The case was similar
in other places , but as the simple majority decided the matter ,
the Social Democrats gained practically a

ll

the seats , so that
the real influence of the Communists in this union was not ex-
pressed at all .

The Federation congress decided to expel every local
group and every member who maintained relations with the
unity committee or gave it financial support even to the extent

o
f
a few pence a
t
a voluntary collection . Two Communist leaders

were suspended immediately , "because they had offended the
chairman o

f

the federation " . All members engaged over a year
outside their particular trade or profession are also to be ex-
pelled . This resolution is directed chiefly against the numerous
metal workers , who , as leaders of the Communist movement
have brought down upon themseives the particular hatred o

f

the
Social Democrats . There are also many Social -Democratic
leaders , civil servants among others , who belong to the union
although for decades they have not been active in their pro-
fession , but they are enabled to evade expulsion by being
nominated by their comrades in the union executive as "ho-
norary members " .

In the discussion the position o
f

the Social -Democrats was
very difficult , a

s they could not prove to what extent the unity

committee , which had carried on propaganda for the uniting

o
f

all the trade unions o
f

the country in a central organisation

based upon the class struggle , had damaged the trade -union
movement . When faced with the straight question , some of them
admitted that "there could be no question o

f damage up to


