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srs ::t:n�:::�yth!�u:t:::ca�� � l:::, 1 talist parties, the Civic Federation Unes and Old Lines." In this first . . . . b b k' t 'k £ h ' lttrticle he took iBsw, sha,•ply with 1 1lahsL 1·efor�n_1s�1 m gen�ral, lhe pur- of the employers, to readapt them- ---------- without and to avoid lhe organiza- 1 a diminishing need for the help of Y rea mg 8 ri es O t e old trade ltll, criticiam of his article ("The �os? of wh1cn 1� t� shield the cap- selves to the needs of the capital- tion of the conservative unions. the social reformists. u�ions,_ etc._ Here .. Comrade_ Zack, inl)•czi·-e of th• A .  F. of L." .;1, t li• 1 i.tal. 1sts _and capit
1

.a_ l 1
1

sm throu_gh the ists. By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER. This did not prevent the capital his article m the Commun ist Inter-v •• u .. v t . t h f k' C- , With the aid of its tremendous re- national," makes a serious mistakeJa.n.-Feb. is,ue of "The Commu- �orrup 1011. matc . ia.ly . and ideolog- Comrade Bittelman is wrong when 
is s, owever, rom ma mg use o A • • • I' th . d . Y••t,") '11-.,e by CoMirades B•ttel- icall", of the labor anstocrac'.', and h the A F of L leaders politically I sources, mcr1can impct'ta ism en , 1)1 eny111g the rnle of the A F. of,._ """ " • ' ' e categorically declares that i t  is . . . . • • • . • . . ' began to elaborate the most insidious L. b b • ma.n, Browder, Aronberg, Hathaway, through l�e. !alter the exer�1on of impermissible to speak of social re- upon methods of force to hold the I mg tempo m the d1ff rent penods. through the National Civic Federa• I . . . . . I · ureauc�acy as etrayers of the Wagenknecht, Costrell, Gomez and a demorahzmg and paralyzing ef- f • t · • workers in subjection ? By no j Let us divide 1·ecent labor histoTy , tion the capitalist parties etc. to meth0ds of du_ect .capitahSt . contrnl. whole workmg class, when, confusedGncht, tn the Daily of the previous, j feet :1po11 the broad m�s�es �f �he 5f:����on,0�T:z�!10;r��i�not de!f7:e� mean!. Even Italian capitalism, into four periods, ( a) pre-war, ( b) deni'oralize the workers. ' I t  �vas It developed 10 its factoi:ies and I by t�e refusal of the capit alists to iar,, a,a well a-s witl� the answer in \\:orkmg class. The d1stmgmshmg He is also incorrect when he de- despite its present uncorlcealed dic- l wat·, (c) post-war, (d) present per- characteristic of this period t.hat elants �n unprec�ent(t growth of pe1;111t the A. 1!'· of L._ to organize tlt4 ,eme is,ue of "The Coninmnist" lhffert�cE: . between t?ese �wo 1;>hases clares that if it  is said that a given tatorship, will, as it confronts its iod, and the varying tempo of so- great employers who would not per- ourgeois reformism . ac�ed by_ a I their worke�� into unions, he cle­bv Comrade Bedacht. In tlus article of cap1t�11st :·eform1sm hc>s m the social reformist organization, the A. developing revolutionary crisis, have cial reformism in the class strug- mit an A. F. of  L. organizer within 

ruth1�ss open shop policy 111 th� m- clar�s that Green and Company'swhicl, follows, Comrade Fostei· con- manner m which lhey �re present�d F. of L., is in decline, this neces- recourse to the methods of social I gle becomes clearly evident .  a mile of their industrial plants 
d�5tr1es) to corrupt :h� labor ar1st0- service to c8:pit�lism _at this ti.meti1tue, his di8cuBBion of the situa- to the_ workers. \Vh1le bourgeois sarily implies a theory of the liqui- reformism i n corrupting the labor In the pre-war era, that is, dur- would sit down and hob-nob with • ct a�y and to demotali_ze t.he broa_d does �ot consist _ m cap�t�l acceptingti01t of ,ocial reformism in the laboi· reform1s.m comes to the workers dation of the A. F. of L. and of aristocracy, sp1·eading reformist il- ing the pel'iod of the formation of I these same organizers, or their l toih_ng masses, so that it might h11;\e Gre;n s producti?n .eff1c1ency _brandmovement ) from without, urged more ot· less social reformism. The dialectics of lusions among the masses, in order the trusts and up to the entrance chiefs, in such class i;ollaboration in- a ft ee hand. to .develop the most 1�- of co.�pany umon�sm,' b�� rn de-• • • • openly by capitalist. elements frankly to shield itself from the revolution- of the United St ates into the world stitutions as the National Civic Fed- tense exploitation of the workers. morahzmg and d1sor.e;amzml\" the ciefending the capitalist system, so- social reformism altogether escape ary working class. This it ,viii war, trustified capital relied rela- eration. The m�in features of th!s ?ourgeois two million workers sti ll within the The central issue involved in the controversy now turning al'Ound my article in the current number of "The Communist" deal:; primarily with the role of social reformism i n the class struggle and its relation to bourgeois reformism. It will be well, therefore, to consider this matter first and subsidiary questions later. 

cial reformism is presented to the him. probably do thruout the development tively very little upon social reform- . . . refornusm (company �monism, we!- ranks of the A. F. of L."workers from within their own nnks Let us consider the s ituation in c f a "Left" fascism which brings ism especially in its dealings with I Durmg the war penod the capi- fare systems, grou1> insurance, em- Th t · d h · It I f I ' t r t d'f' d 'd bly I I st k b  • tc t th e nos -war perio as Ileen one ns the working cl ass program, by a Y, or example. There fascism, forward the pseudo-labor character- the workers directly in the indus- � 1_s s ttt � 1� ve�y t�on� el�a f P ;te i\· u�_mg, f �II ·• . og\ e� of decli.ne for the A. F. of L and of
their own leaders. Social democracy, "a method of the unconcealed die- istics of fascism in sharp reformist tries. lt took directly upon itself I � eir � 1 u ;h o�va; s d e • • � j �vtih a t

r
�- e sei;es O \us,�o�,s a ou nctual crisis for many of ·its sec­the chief exponent of reformism in tatorship of the bourgeoisie," ( Com- garb or by the reconstitution of the the job of corrupting the labor aris- • :mons. ei� en. �ncyf ,�•a� 0 � a .0 1 10�\ 0,, p�v�� �• b pcr�a- lions. This is clear to all who dothe labor niovement, and around intern program )  has not only sent social democratic party and trade I tocracy and breaking up the move- ma C lbl�Ol're uhse O SkOCla !re tohrmism. I ne\ r otsp.�n

t
y,) I\\hOI erg eCOll)tndg not shut their eyes to realitie� Thewhich all other Jabot' reformistic cur- the socialist party and the General unions in semi-fascist forms So- ments of the semi-skilled and un- 1 To mo 1 ize t e wor ers or e war capi a is 5• e c. • ave summanze Id t . d • h • i ents turn, including the A. F. of L. Confederation of Labor into decline, cial democracy is the bulw�i·k of skilled Ii drove even, the consel'\'a- they J1ad to call more directly than under the title of Capital ist Effi- °r t e uni ons tve not only rlc­

Bourgeois reformism and social reformi�m are basically the same. 'rhey arc merely two phases of. cap-
but it has practically wiped them the �ap1'tal i'st system aga'inst the t ·ive A. F of L un·ions out of the l eve1'. before the leaders of the A. F. I ciency Socialism, are wel l  known and , c ,n_ekc as o(rgadns to Slruggl� for t�cbureaucracy, is in the realest sense � 

1 
. . . . L . h . . R It d d . t' h wot ers nn 0 emphasize thi of the word, es Lenin �aid, the out entirely, (Now the CROM of proletarian revolution. trustified industries. The smash- of • mto t eir  service. esu • a I nee no escrip ton ere. h f th A I' f L d 1 . • 

M • I • • • • • ) • · · ,d dT ation of •heir  former P ase 0 e • • • 0 • ec me was agency o:C the employing class in the exico a so ts m a serious c1·1s1s. Because my article and the other mg of the Amalgamated Associa- l\ t e mo I IC . • . This was a period of the minimiz- a major aspect of my art icle in "The ranks of the workers. But does the smashing of the tra- theses and articl(!s mentioned do not I tion of hon, Steel and Tin Work- open shop pohc� and. an extensi_on ing of the use of the social reformist Commun ist'' )  but are also i n  crisiti ditional social reformist organiza- clearly analyse the decline of the ers in tho Homestead strike was of th_e trade uni_ons mto _many rn- trade unions by the employers. ]t ' in their general role as reformist
tions in Italy mean that the Italian A. F. of L. in this sense of the I the signal of the pre-war open shop dustries. But this concess'.on to the is correct to say as I do in my ar- organizations. It has been a nr :, Icapitalist class has completely and varying tempo of social reformism policy of trustified capital. I A. F. of �· was made with reluc- ticle in "The C�mmunist " that al- I of ebb in the use of the 50/�i -�.finally abandoned the social re- in varying objective situations, they Effo1·ts of the workers to organ: �ance. Wh_i le on the one hand �llo�- though the A. F. of L. d;clined the 

I formists by the employers The ��d formist method and will 1·ely solely are all to be sharply criticized, I ize and strike were met with iron mg th� unions �reel! t_o orgamze m spread of reformist illusions a1;10ng unions have steadily crnmbled in the
1 .-Social Reformism the Main Danger. O! the two phases of capitalist reformism, social reformism pre­sents the main danger for the wot·k­ing class. This is because of  ( 1 )  its strong organizational base i n the corrupted labor aristocracy and la­bor bureaucracy, and (2)  its insid­ious approach to the workers under the guise of being the working class 

dangerous character. Social democ­rncy is the principal instrument of the employers to weaken the ideol­c,gy of the working class, ti> pievent fhe growth of 1 evolutionary under­!.tanding and struggle among the v·orkcrs, by tha sowing of reform ist illusions among them and by force­ful break-u1J of their movement. It ls the central enemy that the Com­munist Party has to defeat in order 

4. 

I resistan�e, not only in the case of !he rail.road, ship-building and other the workers in the industries in- face of American imperialism'sAmerican Trustified Capital and Social Reformism. Left unions but also the A. F: of rndust�'.es, �he tm�10r�rs at th� I creased. The big employers used policy of lhe industries of the open L., as a long record of bloody strikes sa�e ime eve ope � comp�ny chiefly their  own bourgeois reformist shop plus an elaborate s •stem fdeveloped in this country · the ultra- testifies, McKees Rocks, Colorado, union m?vement as a barner _agamst 
apparatus Tather than the social bourgeois reformism. Thev \a\-� n�l

program. The social democratic leadership, to gain the leadership of the masses basing itself primarily upon the cor- in the r,truggle against capitalismrupted labor aristocracy and labor for the proletarian revolution .bureaucracy, uses all of its great 

In view of the foregoing analysis let us now examine the extent towhich trustified capital, the decisive section of capital ,  has tended to rely upon dit-ect bourgeois dictatorship 
and how much it  has tended to­wards utilizing social reformism. We must see how it has oscillated between methods of open dictator­ship and of ·social reformism. This we shall do, looking towards a solu­tion of the question of whether or not the A. F. of L. is in decline or crisis, and if  so, what this signifies. It is indisputable that American 

trustified capital has in general tended to depend more upon i ts own direct methods of terrorizing and corrupting the workers and to use less the traditional methods and or­ganizations of social reformism than has been the case in any other coun­try. This has been because of the extremely favorable objective con­ditions under which capital ism has 

· · ' · · West Virginia Calumet Lawrence a too wide spread of the umons. In f • ' . , rapid growth of the mdustr1es m t I . • d t . 1 • t d'd many industries notably steel they 
re orm1st apparatus, the A. F. of L. been able to orga111ze even the mo. tgeneral and the trusts in particu- e c. 11 t_no 1tn uds na . co;1n ry 1 t I refused to dep�rt from the ' open I l\"or could all the shrieks and beg- highly skilled workers, although the' 'th h • I t · • t • shop policy and met with powerful . • een ones Jar the rich natural nsources of conserva ive ra e umomsm mee I . . gings and concessions and strike past several years have h . the country, the presence of a work- WI s�c v io en tesis ance a� m . . . . breaking of the A. F. of L. leaders, of unprecedented industrial activity.ing class whose development was the . U�ited S�ates. The Ameucan iesiStance t�e a�tempts 1f ihe v;�ik-
the adoption of the "new wage ! On the contrary they have constantlyrelatively slow because of various capitalists we!e strong enough to do ers to organize mto the • • of • I policy," "higher strategy of labor," lost membership, organization, andbourgeoisifying tendencies ( free During the Post-War Period. and the whole elaborated pol icy of strategic pos ition in indu try. That land, etc.) ,  Jack of heterogenity, intensified c l a s s  collaboration, I this is most distinctly a p1·oce�s of

etc. During the post-war period the , war time, but to break Lhe backbone I change the capitalist policy. The decline and not only one of readap-The capitalists have been strong I pendul�m s�vung far back in the re- I of the trade union_ movement. Fr?m employers turned a deaf car t� the ta_tion can�ot. be disputed. omrade 
enough to, as a rule, take pretty verse direction, to�rnrds the methods �919 to 1 923 practical�y every union A. F: of L. �ure.aucracy that it. be B1ttelm�n 1s m error when he deniesdirectly in hand themselves the job 1 of open dictatorship. The employers m the country, exceptmg only a re- permitted, with its company-union- the decline and sees onl}' a processof corrupting the labor at·istocracy gena-ally, following the lead of big latively few ultra-skilled organiza- 1 ized trade un ions, to 01·ganizc the of readaptation. The question isand of smashing back the m ove- capit�l, largely �ast aside �ocial re- \ tions were me�aced with destr_urt(on. workers i n the trustified industries r.ather whether this decline still con­ments of the masses through use form1sm and delivered a violent at- It was a. period of the cap1tahsts and thus to help the employers ex- tmues and what forms the reaJ::p­of state power, economic pressure tack against the trade unions in kicking out the social reformists ploit them. At the same time the I tation is taking. 
and bourgeois nformism. B ut, de- every industry. The state 1>ower I whom they no longer had .such keen I spite this, they have not fa iled to was used violently to smash the old need for, and the taking more promptly call into their service the unions. directly in l1and themselves the job The Pre eut or "Third Period.'' social 1·eformist agents wherever The objective of this assault, the of controlling and exploiting their The post-war period was distinctlywhat does this imply fo 1· the old 
and whenever they have felt the greatest in the history of the Ameri- workers. American imperialism, al- one of decline for the old trade · trade unions? Does it mean a re­need for them. In the United can labor movement, was not merely ready feeling the urge of its ap- unions in spite of all the efforts of building of the A. F. of L. on aStates, as well as in Europe, social to wipe out the higher wages and proaching several years of unprece- lh b . t . d t th t I mass scale, with millions of workers reformism has developed with vary- shorter hours won by the workers in dented gi·owth and development, had c ureaucrncy O te-a ap em O I pouring into and re,·olution izin::: the1 the needs of  the employers. Now old craft unions, as Comrade Pepperwe are entering into a new period, has in mind ; does it mean the re-

power as the contt·olling head of Consequently, although we mustYast political and industrial organ- fight against all phases of capitalistizations of the workers to push reformism, we must concentrate ourthrough its prfJgram of social re- main fire ag;1inst its most danger­iorm, which is only the program of ous form, social refo1·mism, whichthe employers disguised and which in this country is representedparalyze;; the action of the wcrkers. chiefly, industrially and politically,With the help of the employers and by the A. F. of L. bureaucracy.the state it makes ruthless war upon 'l his we must be very clear about.�he Communists at the head of the It is the error of my article not toincreasingly revolutionary masses, cleal'ly single out social reformismbreaking strikes and otherwise de- for this attack, as differer:tiatedmoralizing the workers' mas s  at- from bourgeois nformism. The tacks against capitalism and steer- same error is made in the theses ofing it into illusory channels of i·e- lhe Majority and Mino1·it:,i, as wellform. The disastrous betrayals of as in many articles, etc., in ourthe workers in the post-war revolu- Party literature, including my re­t ionary struggles in Germany, i n  the rent articles on Capitalist Efficiency British general strike, as wel l  as in 
Socialism, Comrade Zack's article ina thousand other working class bat- the Dec., 1928, "Communist Inter­tles, ahow how effectively the cap- uaiional," etc. EMERGENCY FUND R It • V } I St f S • t R 

I which the 6th World Congress of the construction of the A. I<'. of L. as neVO lil enezue a Ory O OVle eSCUe, Comintern characterizes as "the skilled workers' organization of a 

Grows; Dictator Acts ''Krassin" Best Seller I third p�rio�." This is a time of more O l' less traditional type, asitalista use against the revolutiona1·y All these documents, o! course, workers the powerful soc.isl demo- mako sharp attacks against social cratic, social reformistic organiza- reformism (concretely, the A. F. of tion. The treachery of the A .  F. of L. and S. P.) , but their weakness is L. bureaucracy and the sodalist lhat they do not point this· out as party can only be URderstood in the the main danger, as against bour­aame aense. geois reformism. It was the draft oi' the C. I. decision which gave theSocial reformism not only has a ll'ad to correct this mistake. How I powerful organizational base in the made my error, in seeking to focus skilled aristocracy of labor, but its the attent ion of the Party upon ::nanner of approach to the mass of other, neglected, aspects of the prob­workers is far more insidious and !em, I shail explain further along.demoralizing than that of bourgeois I.et the other comrades, who havereformism. The social reformists, made the same error, also give the,vho Include the A. F. of L. bureau- m•cessary explanations. Simply tocracy, typically present to the work- ignore their error and to attempt toers as .their own progra� capita!ist glo�s it over will not do. Bolshevikreformism dressed up m work mg self-ct iticism demands the utmostclass clothes, frankness and clarity of cxplana-This is what gives it its especially I tion.
2.-The Varying Tempo of Social Reformism. So murh fo1· the matter oi concen­trating our fire on the main enemy, social reformism, that is, up(>n the A, F. o:C L. bureaucracy and the S. }'. Now to consider the question of whether or not the A. F. of L. is in clecline, and if this is so, does it, as Comrade Bittelman declares, imply the "declining role of social reform­irm ! " Although the capitalists, without Jet-up, utilize social reformism to demoralize the working class and to break up its mass attacks, they do this with ,·arying degrees of inten-11ity and under various forms. So­cial reformism is not a static thing used by the employers with the 11ame tempo and forms regardless of tne changing objective situation . In t imes ol less pressure from the n111S�es the employers tend to rely more upon their own methods of direct control, that is, force and b,,urgeois eystcms of reform. But in times of increasing r.ttack from the workers they tend to call social democracy more and more d irectly into their service, that is, to make increa,Inr use of their master wea­pon apinst the worken, social rc­fc,rmlam. Thia rhythm has been demon­■trated time and again. For ex­ample, durinr the post-war revolu­tionary atrunles 1n Europe the cap­itall■t■ called upon social democ­HCJ more than ever before to p1·0-tect them from the workers, draw­Ins It■ leaden Into all l!Orts of  posi­tion1 of rovemmental power so that,bf 'firtue of their quality as "lead­on" of the workers, they could thebetter betray the working class.The prorram of' the Comintern de­darea that the defeats of the post­war revolutionary struggles "were brourh• about primarily by thetrNCheroua tactics of the socialcltnlorratlc leaden and reformist

trade union leaders." Later, when the attacks of the workers had been beaten back, the capital ists tended to slough off the "�ocialist" governments and to again n�ake larget· use of direct methods of capitalist control. Thus says the thesis of the Sixth World Congres:i of the Comintern: "Through the medium of social democracy the bourgeoisie paved the way for the stabilization of rapitali8m (the series of coalition �abinets in Europe). The conaoli­<lntion of capital rendered the function of social democracy as a governing party in a certain mea• sure su11erfluous. The ejection of sotiitl democrats from coalition governments and the formation of 'purely bourgeois' governments took the place or the so-called era of 'democratic pacifism.' " Now we see the reverse process ugain setting in, the capitalists are inc!'easingly util izing the aid of so­cial democraey against the workeni. Under the pre'!sure of the maturing inner contradictions in the various countries and the sharpening con­flicts between the rival imperial ist Jlowers on a world i:;cale (attacks on St•\'icf: Un icn , colonial countries, ct.c.) ,  the capital ists are confronted with a rcpicily shBl'pening war situ­stion und a general Leftward swing C\f the masses, with intensifying class �truggles. In this difficult 5ituation tneit· uirect methods o control of tne workers become les■ nnd less efficacious. They conse­quently call increusingly into their fCrYicc their main weapon againat the workinrc class, lhe social democ­n1cy, but it is a social demC'cracy co11stantly rnore tinged with fas­cism. Ifouce, as the world crisis of capitalism sharpens we hear more snd morn of labor governments, so­cialist ministers, etc. 
3. The Question of Decline and Crisis.
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