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The Women’s Trade Union League refused to listen to the Gastonia textile strikers. It adjourned its convention at Washington for
_

a scheduled dance instead.
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American Socialists Defend Berlin Police.
American socialists, as was expected, have come to the

front with their defense of Dr. Carl Zoergiebel, social-demo-
cratic chief of police in Berlin, who directed the murder of
29 workers in this year’s May Day demonstrations.

The news story published in The New Leader, May 11,

under a Berlin date line “By A New Leader Correspondent”,
is a re-write from the capitalist press, repeating all of its
choicest lies and slanders.

Itgives the headline to the faked resignation of a certain
“Koehler,” advertised as an editor of Rote Fahne (Red Flag),
the central organ of the German Communist Party, who is
said to have quit because “his conscience does not permit him
to remain and take responsibility for the innocent blood of the
workers shed foolishly in the May Day riots.”

The original story as it appeared in Abraham Cahan’s
Jewish Daily Forward, and copied in the New York Times,
claimed the resignation of three editors, Karo, Rabold and
Koehler. The first two were absolutely unknown, while
Koehler was employed by the Communist daily in a technical
capacity, and quit about the time of the May Day demonstra-
tions for apparently other reasons. The New Leader con-
veniently forgot about Karo and Rabold, but still clings to the
Koehler fiction.

In its editorial, The New Leader dodges entirely the fact
that the social-democratic administration of Berlin had denied
to revolutionary labor the established custom of holding May
Day demonstrations. It willnot enter into a discussion of the
tremendous victories won by Communists over the social-
democrats in the shop council elections. It thus ignores the
entire political basis of the struggle which inevitably resulted
in social-democratic machine gun fire being let loose in the
working class sections of Berlin and its proletarian suburbs.
The murderers of Liebknecht and Luxembourg think that
dumdum bullets can force German revolutionary labor to
support the regime of Hindenburg and Scheidemann, where
the bourgeois arguments have failed. The New Leader solves
the whole situation very simple-mindedly. It says, “If the
police were at fault they should be drastically punished,” thus
shielding in the approved manner, the-social-democratic sup-
ported capitalist order in Germany that is the assassin of the
working class. This is hot a struggle of individual workers
against individual police agents. It is the conflict of the
working class with the capitalist state, against the established
system of oppression that finds one of its be.st allies in the
social-democracy that arrays itself against labor’s interests,
not only in Germany, but in every land.

Norman Thomas, the official columnist of The New
Leader, does not want “to try to apportion the blame,” until
he has more facts. He speaks like the senate committee in-
vestigating the Southern textile strikes, that adjourned when
it heard actual strikers were coming from Gastonia to give
some outstanding facts about the struggle. Instead Thomas
turns to the discussion of “the tangled web of war debts and
reparations”, which is a safer subject for his weekly sermon.

Thus the American socialist defense of the murders com-
mitted by their political bedfellows in Germany, consists of
another attack against the Communists. It is argued that
everything would have been well in Germany on May Day if
the workers had prostrated themselves before the social-
democratic police, refrained from demonstrating on May Day
in their own interests, and given three cheers or “Hochs!” for
Hindenburg's fascist republic.

But the revolutionary tide runs strong in Germany. It is
mounting With the growing radicalization of German labor,
oppressed beneath the Wall Street imposed Dawes plan. Th'e
blood of May Day’s martyrs is on the hands of the German
social-democracy that betrayed the German working class
with the outbreak of the world war in August, 1914; that
drove a dagger in the back of the revolutionary struggles of
the German masses in the days following the overthrow of
the Hohenzollerns in 1918, and that today orders a new blood-
letting in defense of capitalist greed.

It is absolutely necessary for aroused American labor to
remember all thestf facts in order to enable it to wage its fight
the better in this country against all reformist defenders of
capitalism,-especially against the socialists who stand out
prominently and brazenly among the front rank supporters of
Yankee and world impenalism.

Campaigning for an American Mussolini.
John H. Wigmore, dean of the Northwestern University

Law School, in Chicago, is urging a campaign by lawyers
with the demand that, “What this country needs is a con-
stitutional Mussolini.” Wigmore does not argue that Presi-
dent Hoover fails to fill the bill $t the present time. He
turns his attack, however, on the United States Senate, urg-
ing that it is a “fifth wheel” in federal government, useless
for any purpose except to "talk, investigate, censor and in-
trigue.” Mussolini, himself, could not have stated Wig-
more’s case better.

Just why Wigmore should have picked out the Senate
is not clear. What he says of the Senate is just as true of
the House of Representatives, the lower chamber of capi-
talist parliamentarism in Washington. Perhaps Wigmore
does not dare to follow his argument to its logical conclusion.
That might reveal too clearly before the masses the fact
that congress is the loyal lackey of finance capital in spite
of its loud debates, fake investigations like the one now being
conducted into the southern textile strike, and petty in-
triguing that the capitalist masters permit their puppet poli-
ticians, since it does not harm them.

Abolition of the Senate woujd not alter by one iota the
capitalist character of the government. To establish a com-
pletely fascist tribunal in Washington would only more clear-
ly reveal the exact nature of the present imperialist govern-
ment directed by Wall Street’s republican party.

Wigmore urges the popularization of such a fascist rule.
That is,,exactly what great capitalists have been attempting
continuously these many years in repeatedly lauding the “ef-
ficiency” of Mussolini and his cutthroat fascist dictatorship.
Labor willnot be misled by Wigmore’s campaign, especially
when it is directed by the American Bar Association, the
organization of powerful corporation lawyers that is silent on
the exploded frame-up* of Mooney and Billings, and that ap-
plauds the jailing of all class war prisoners. .

i .—•-*-

By WM. Z. FOSTER.

ARTICLE 11.

THE main task confronting the

I T. U. E. L. convention in Cleve-
land on June 1-2, is the organiza-
tion of the unorganized. All the
other work of the convention: the

; fight against the war danger, the
struggle against the labor fakers,
the development of an effective
strike strategy, etc., must be built
around and so carried through as to

further this great task of establish-
ing trade union organization among

the vast masses of the unorganized.

As I have pointed out in a pre- i
j vious article, the toiling masses, un-;
der the pressure of capitalist ex-1
ploitation, the speed-up, wage cuts,
etc., are becoming increasingly ripe
for organization. The workers aufe

I beginning to wake up. This is to be
seen on all sides, as well among
the textile workers of Tennessee and
North Carolina, as among the auto-
mobile w’orkers of Michigan, etc. It
is the role of the T. U. E. L. to give

I form and leadership to this grow-

ing discontent, which portends great
labor struggles in the not 'distant
future, especially when with indus-
try depressed, the employers inten-
sify wage slashing. The Cleveland
convention will give a powerful
stimulus to this general work of
organization.

Itself an Organizer.
That the convention must be a |

large one, that it must consist of>
delegates from all sections and in-
dustries in the country, goes with- i
out saying. But this is not all. The i
convention must be not merely a
large gathering of workers come to-
gether to launch an organization
drive. It must itself be an integral
part of the actual process of organ-
izing the unorganized. Most of the
delegates will come from the unor-
ganized industries—although many
will also represent established
unions. Fundamentally important is
it, that the“very process of building
the delegation of these unorganized
workers shall lay the foundations
from which later will develop the
revolutionary industrial unions.. This
will be done by using the shop dele*
gate system as the basis for the
convention delegation from the un-
organized industries. ,*

The delegates from the unorgan-
ized industries must not be simply

Organization of Unorganized

(This is the second of a series of four articles by William Z.
Foster on the Trade Union Unity Convention to be held in Cleve-
land June 1 and 2. In these articles Comrade Foster will deal with
the factors that make the Trade Union Unity Convention necessary,
the organizational and ideological preparations for the convention
and its tasks. The other articles will appear in successive issues
of the Daily Worker.)

picked up here and there as indi-
viduals. If so, the convention will
lack a mass base, and its organiza-
tion program will be crippled from
the start. Such wrong tendencies
must be combatted. The delegation
has to be based upon shop commit-
tees. That is to say, the largest
possible bodies of workers must be
united in committee forms in the
various unorganized plants and the
T. U. E. L. delegates shall be elected
by and report back to these workers.
Whether these shop committees can
be organized openly or whether they
must be built secretly (as in most
cases) will depend upon local condi-
tions, but build them we must in any
event. In this building of shop com-
mittees the convention, and the
unions which will grow out of it
must be linked up directly with the
fight for the economic demands and
grievances of the workers directly
'involved. Otherwise the convention
recedes into fields of sterile abstrac-
tion.

Start New Unions.

These shop committees will form
the nuclei of future local union or-
ganizations. At the convention those
in the given industries will be link-
ed together in special industrial con-
ferences. Active campaigns will be
initiated to begin to develop them
into mass organizations and move-
ments as soon as possible after the
conclusion of the convention. Not
individual workers representing only
themselves are what will build the
T. U. E. L. convention and further
its work, but delegates coming from
the shop committees in their respec-
tive industries. The success of the
T. U. E. L. convention will directly
depend upon how far we have gone
in building shop committees among
the unorganized.

From Basic Industries.
Another vital principle necessary

to make a success of the T. U. E. L.
convention is to concentrate upon
securing delegations primarily from
the key and basic industries, \yhile
it is necessary for us to secure all
possible delegates from miscellan-
eous trades and callings, the conven-
tion must be built essentially upon
workers coming from steel, automo-
bile, textile, rubber, electrical manu-
facturing, meat packing, chemicals,
etc. Special attention must also be
given to securing delegates from the
war industries. At the conference
a program will be laid out to com-
bat the growing war danger, But
this can achieve maximum success
only if substantial numbers of work-
ers are brought to the convention
from the war industries.

"It is necessary also to make the
delegation thoroughly representative
of Jhe various sections of workers
in the respective industries. Ne-
groes, women, youth, and principal
language groups. A vital essential
also will be to secure a substantial
delegation from the South, now be-
ing rapidly industrialized. Every ef-
fort must be put forth for represen-
tation from this new field of work-
ing class struggle.

Mostly Unorganized.

The T. U. E. L. Convention will
be unique among other reasons, be-
cause it will be the first labor union
convention ever held in America
made up primarily of unorganized
workers. That it will consist of
many hundreds of delegates is cer-
tain but the big problem now is to
have these delegates really represent
masses of workers united around
shop committees, that is the begin-
nings of real labor unionism in the
respective industries. This can and

will be accomplished if-the left wing
will rally all its forces for the work.

Our slogan must be a shop com-
mittee and a T. U. E. L. convention
delegation from every large plant.
Then we must proceed to practically
and energetically put this slogan
into effect. In the respective indus-
trial districts the most important
plants must be singled out and in-
tense work carried on by the local
T. U. E. L. groups and organizers
to build secret or open shop com :

mittees in them and to send dele-
gates to the T. U. E. L. Convention.
Thus, for example, in a district like
Chicago, delegates should he gotten
from the various big packing plants,
the large steel mills, International
Harvester Works, Crane Co. plant,
G. & N. W. Railroad" shop, Western
Electric Co., etc. Especially should
the small towns, with the large in-
dustries, be not neglected. An or-
ganizer worth his salt can get real
representation from those plants,
with their masses of exploited and
discontented workers. The fitness of
our organizers should be largely
judged by their ability to build real
delegations from the industries in
their respective districts to the T.
U. E. L. Convention. The immediate
building of T. U. E. L. general
groups in all localities is vital to

this whole work of organization.

New Unions' Big Role.

The new unions in the mine, tex-
tile and clothing industries will also
play a big role in building the con-
vention delegation, not only from
their established locals, but especial-
ly from the unorganized sections of
their industries. In turn the conven-

| tion will provide them an excellent
means to unite these unorganized
workers and to extend their organi-
zation. All the unions will be greatly
strengthened by the new contacts
established at the convention.

The T. U. E. L. Convention, lay-
ing the basis for a vigorous section
of the R. I. L. U. in this country
and redoubling the struggle for
union organization and against
American imperialism, will be of the
most vital importance. Let us make
it the best convention in the history
of“the country. Let us deal through
it a deadly blow at the A. F. of L.
misleaders, and give fresh inspira-
tion to the masses of bitterly ex-
ploited workers.

Plight of Negro Farmer, Agricultural Worker, in the South
a Negro may be picked up at any
time by law enforcement officers,
taken before local magistrates, and
forced to work for some rural land-
lord without pay, because of some
trumped up charge against him. In
many instances, not only are the
Negro males forced to labor long
hours in the fields in the hot sun,
but the women and children are
forced to work long hours as well,
hoeing cotton and corn, picking cot-
ton, etc. In many counties in the
rural South, thousands of Negro
children never attend school, in
others the school term is about
three to four months, and in hardly
any of the rural counties iS there
ever a full eight months’ term.

These rural schools in most in-
stances are mere makeshifts, fre-
quently unpainted shacks, contain-
ing rude wooden benches, little or
no equipment, a dilapidated \trood-
burning stove with three legs, lean-
ing at a perilous angle, poor light
and ventilation, and sometimes, when
it rains, the water comes through
the roof.

Many who attempt to escape are
brought back, terrorized and fre-
quently lynched. The South is elo-
quent with the graves of unfortun-
ate Negroes, whose only crime had
been that of attempting to escape
ftp I living heU. - ¦**—•-fc. .

By JOHN H. OWENS.
Though the Negro industrial

worker has a burden of oppression
and social injustice to carry out of
all proportion to his rewards from
American “democracy,” the Black
agricultural workers suffer from an
oppressive Southern caste sy'stem
of race discrimination, injustice, in-
timidation, forced labor, peonage,
Jim Crowism, lynching, concubinage,
denial of all political rights, and
elementary justice, which is unriv-
aled in modem history.

The great majority of these agri-
cultural workers are found in the
Black belts of the South, especially
the cotton producing states.

Black Belt.
Os course, rural Negroes are

found in varying proportions in
other* sections of the country, but
this section comprises the Black belt
of America. Many of these Negroes
are forced to work from sun-up to
sun-down in the field, apd then take
care of stock, etc., putting in a daily
average of from fourteen to sixteen
hours, for wages averaging less than
twenty dollars a month. The white
landlord’s word is absolute law; the
courts of the South offer absolutely
no protection to Negro agricultural
or. industrial workers.

Vagrancy laws are directed
against this unfortunate group; thus

t ’

Lynching Increasing. *

The figures given out by the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People,
etc., concerning lynching are grossly
misleading. Lynching is on the in-
crease rather than decreasing in
America. Many of the states have
passed laws which declare that a
minimum of persons (such as six,
nine, twelve, etc.) are required to
constitute a mob. This is done for a
specific purpose. Really, in the
South, one white man constitutes a
mob, not because of the inherent
bravery of one white hian, but be-
cause of the potential mob which he
represents. In other words, it is
the power of the clan which deter-
mines his strength.

The unwritten law of the South
is that no Negro has any rights
which a white man is bound to re-
spect, *and this law is rigidly en-
forced. In fact it is given more re-
spect than any written law lon the
statute books of the entire country,
North as well as South. Except in
certain localities, and in a few iso-
lated cases, Negro farmers are only
able to continue because they exist
at tie minimum level of subsistence,
and -are usually mortgaged to the
limit of their limited credit facili-

¦M tel

ers of the South are in debt beyond
any hope of redemption.

Revolt Coming.
the break-up of the one

party system in the South, the in-
dustrialization of many southern
communities, and the wave of re-
volts breaking out in the textile
mills, mines and factories of the
South are all harbingers of the com-
ing revolt. The time is not far in
the future when the poor whites of
the South will extend the hand of
fellowship to their black brothers
for a common freedom, for the
Southern white workers are begin-
ning to more clearly realize that it
is not the Negroes who are their
enemy, but the common exploiter of
their own race, the industrial capi-
talist, who exploits both Negro and
white wqrker alike.

And a common destiny awaits both
the black and white worker of the
South, both the black and white
farmer, of the South, a workers’ and
farmers’ government, under the lead-
ership of the Communist Party, es-
tablished through a dictatorship of
the entire working class of the
South, both black and white. And
in this manner alone can the South-
ern working and farming class es-

iljg ejmffttjipaU^n.

CEMEMT
Translated by A. S. Arthur and C. Ashleigh
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Gleb Chumalov, Communist and Red Army commander, returns
to his native village to find it, as well as the great cement factory,

half in ruins. His wife, Dasha, who has become a self-reliant Party
worker, greets him with a new independence.

At the factory committee, time is spent in endless arguments.

Gleb speaks there on re-starting the works, but is met with derision.
When he returns home at night, he quarrels with Dasha about

her sex life while he. was away. She asserts her right to live as she
wishes, with the same freedom as he. He tries to force himself upon

her. but unsuccessfully. In the morning they go to the children’s
home, where their daughter, Nurka, is staying. Gleb is greatly ex-

cited by the semi-starvation and filth in which the children must live.
Nurka does not know him and rejects his caresses.

? * *

DOMASHA and Lisaveta, their neighbors, were here too. Gleb

glimpsed in them also something new, something he had not seen
before. They too seemed quite at home here.

Domasha was in the kitchen, helping with the cooking. She wat
very hot and bustled about, sleeves roiled up, quite at home. She

greeted Dasha with kisses.

“Oh, look! Here’s our boss! You won’t half have to bully that
scurvy Narodbraz; it’s work that’s needed, and not wiping their
noses on handkerchiefs. And you must wake up the Prodkom too.
Jlow can we feed children on worms and mouse-droppings? Hut I see
your dear husband is hanging around you again. Clear him out! What
do you need him for? Mine hasn’t come back, thank the Lord. The
Devil take him.. Stallions are cheap these days, you can pick and
choose! Now then, don’t you gape at me—l’m not scared. .

.
. Don’t

try to come it over me with your precious cap! As for the Prodkom,
I shall go myself, and to the Narodbraz too on the way. They’ll be
getting my boot in the jaw. ...”

Dasha slapped her on her broad shoulders and laughed.

“So you’re gabbling away again, you old goose. You’re a terror,
Domasha.”

“Pooh! They all need to get it in the neck . .
. the blasted

devils. They do nothing but look at their bellies. I’lltake their trou-
sers down for them.”

Gleb was choking with laughter.

“Here’s a bitch of a woman! She doesn’t even stop to take
breath!” *

They found Lisaveta in the store-room with the housekeeper. She
and the housekeeper were both tall, fine-looking women; they were

cleanly dressed and looked like nurses. The housekeeper was with
a faint moustache, an Armenian type; Lisaveta was fair and her face
was puffy, swollen through hunger and trouble. They were weighing

up goods, tallying and entering them. ,
V * * *

IISAVETA greeted Dasha in her proud manner, and it was only h«r
k eyes that smiled.

“Dasha, go to the linen-mistress. The linen’s all in rags when !t
comes from the wash. The children can’t change. We shall have a
demonstration tomorrow to show their nakedness. Whose head ought
to he punched? The children go to the mountain to fetch wood, and it’s
all been gathered by the workmeV There’s nothing to cook the grub
with. Who ought to be slammed for that?”

Dasha made notes of what Domasha and Lisaveta said; wrinkles
puckered her forehead above her nose.

“Comrade Lisaveta, you are instructed to investigate everything

in the home and report afterwards to the Women’s Department. The
ground’s got to be dug, that’s true. And it’s true too that we have to
make a row.”

Lisaveta only glanced onte at Gleb and then took no further notice
of him.

And he saw still more women, with white headscarves and without,
who smiled at Dasha deferentially and flatteringly.

At Gleb they looked askance, nervously. Who was he ? Perhaps it
was one of those troublesome inspectors who had to be watched care-
fully so as to discover their weaknesses.

Gleb kept wanting to t»ke Nurka’s hand again; he kept whisper-
ing:

“Nurochka, come give me your hand. You give it to Mummie—-
why not to me ? ”

• • •

SHE turned away, and hid her hands. But when he kissed her as if by

chance and took her into his arms, she suddenly submitted and looked

at him for the first time, steadily and thoughtfully.
“Your Nurochka is a lovely little girl.”
It was the matron speaking, a little woman, alert like a mouse,

freckled and with gold-filled teeth.
Dasha looked past her at the walls and windows and her face grew

stern and hard again.

“Now stop that, that about Nurochka. .
. . They're all equal here,

and they all ought to be loVtely.”
“Yes, certainly, certainly. We do everything for the proletarian

children. The proletarian children must have all our attention. The
Soviet power takes such great care.”

Gleb could scarcely control his irritation.
She’s talking through her hat. We’ll have to see what sort of ele-

ments we have here.

There followed complaints, complaints, complaints.
And Dasha answered in a voice which Gleb had never heard with

words that struck like blows.
“Don’t grumble, Comrade. Show what you can do ahd don’t

grumble. Grumbling doesn’t cut any ice.”
“Certainly, certainly, Comrade Chumalova! It’s so easy and pleasant,

working with you.”
„

Gleb clenched his teeth.
Dasha went everywhere, looked at everything, asked question.

Then, losing patience, she walked into the staff’s rooms.
“Ah! Why are there chairs, easy chairs and sofas in these rooms?

Oh, and there are flotvers and pictures, statuettes and all sorts of things!
But I told you not to take anything away from the children. It’s dis-
gusting! Don’t you think the children might like to roll about on sofas
and carpets sometimes? And they’re fond of pictures, too. This can’t
go on!”

“Well. .. . Yes, Comrade Chumalova. You are right, certainly.
But educational practice. . . . Pedagogy. . . . And besides, it’s harm-
ful—encourages laziness. And you see . . . and infection. . . .’

THERE was a steely gleam in the matron’s eyes, while Dasha without
* looking at her went on in the same hard voice, with red spots burn-
ing on her cheekbone^

“To hell with your practice! Our children have lived in holes
like pigs. .. . Give them pictufes, light, fine furniture. Everything
possible must be given to them. Furnish the Clubroom, make it.beauti-
ful. They must eat, play, have a ldt to do with nature. For us—noth-
ing, hut for them—everything. Even if we have to cut ourselves to
pieces, even if we have to die, we must give them everything. ‘And so
that the staff shouldn’t get lazy, they can sleep in dirty attics. . . .

Dont throw dust in my eyes. Comrade. I understand very well—other
things as well as your practice.”

But the alert little woman, with her .freckles and gold-filled teeth,
laughed admiringly, while the steely gleam shone still in her eyes.

“And who doubts it, Comrade Chumalova? You are an exceptional
woman, far-sighted, with keen perception. Under your direction every-
thing will go well, everything will be splendid.”

When they were leaving, Dasha again embraced Nurka and caressed
her, and the children clung to her with shrill birdlike cries.

And Nurka looked long and thoughtfully at Gleb.
“Would you like to come home, Nurka? To play there like you

used to . . . with Daddy and Mummie?”
“What home? My bed is over there. We’ve just had some milk,

and now we’re going to march to music.”
For the first time she shyly and softly threw her arms round Gleb’a

neck, and the light of a question shone in her eyes, those eyes like her
i mother’s.

All the way from the Home to the highroad Pasha remained silent.
i The tenderness still shone in her face, slow to fade. On the highroad

she spoke, more to herself than to Gleb.
“We of the Women’s Section have a lot of work to do. It's

not the children we have to train, it’s those damned women. Ifit weren’t¦ for our eyes and hands they’d steal everything, down to the last crumb.
And they’re servile, like slaves! Ughl Enemies everywhere—oh, how
many enemies! People like that, with gold-filled teeth, it’s natural in
them. .

.
. But our own. .. . Our own, Gleb! Like slaves! ,What do

you think about a requisition, Gleb?”
iPeople’s Education Committee.
aFood Committee. ..... . ’ <
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