ON THE QUESTION OF PAR-
TIAL DEMANDS

By WM. Z. FOSTER.

JEE principal achicvement of” the recent C. C.
4 Plenum was the clariflication made on the
-uwestion of the role of partial demands. The
viscussion, ‘based upon' the excellent resolution
(f the Comintern, was greatly needed by our
_arty, there having previously existed much con-
_asion on this vital matter.

The Plenum discussion demonstrated beyond
~oubt that there has been a widespread tendency
3 underestimate the importance of partial de-
_aands. There has been too much reliance on
.road political slogans and too little concentra-
.'on upon qusstions of the most immediate in-
(arest ‘to ' 'the workers. The Party has failed
. clearly 'understand that the politicalization of
.a2e workers’ struggle must be based upon and
sart from the fight over the most immediate
.read- and butter questions of wages, hours,
orking conditions, unemployment relief, etc.
here has been consequently a tendency for our
ass work to remain rather in the sphere of
aneral agitation than of actual struggle.

This tendzncy has been especially harmful to
‘he development of the revolutionary unions of
.he TUUL. Their practice is packed full of in-
.idents where they have ignored the questions of
ae smaller more urgent demands and have tried
3 develop the workers’ struggles singly around
.1ajor demands.

The general effect of this has been to reduce
-ur unions largely to skeleton revolutionary pro-
>aganda orzanizations and to hinder their
rowth into.broad mass trade unions fighting the
very day battles of the working class, as well
s preparing the workers for their greater poli-
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tical tasks in the revolutionary struggle to over-
throw capitalism.

But the underestimatiou of the importance of
the partial demands has had even more far- |

reaching effects than this.
ious underestimation of trade union work alto-
gether. For it is clear that if one does not
clearly see the basic role of trade unions as or=-
ganizations fighting for the every day demands
of the workers, he does not see any real reason
for their existence in general. If their tasks are
only those of agitation, why build them at all,
for the Party can do that work itself, and a
skeleton union organization is unnecessary and a
surden.

Ever -2 cur Party was organizzd, it has been
afflicted with a deep going underestimation of
trade unionism, both in the A. F. of L. and
T. U. U. L. Even yet, only about 35 per cent
of our members belong to labor unions and only
a third of these are active We have repeatedly
attacked this passivity, but without real success.
It is only with the recent question of the partial
demands, that we are at last beginning to ef-
fectively solve the. problem. Passivity towards
trade union struggle also has roots in a right
wing underestimation of the radicalization of
the workers, but most of it comes from an under-
estimation of the partial demands.

The recent Plenum is one that will stand out
in the history of our Party. With its clarifica=
tion of the question of partial demands and elab-
oration of the new metheds of work generally,
it is a milestone on the way to transferring our
Party from an agitational organization into a
mass Party leading the working class.

It has led to a ser- |




