Civil Liberties Union Blow at Gastonia Boys

Vote Communist! Bust
Thomas’ Treacherous
Attack on Workers!

(Letter From Foster To The Civil
Liberties Union.)

American Civil Liberties Union.

Gentlemen: Your action on the
Gastonia case (reported in the New
York Telegram of October 30th)
taken together with interviews given
to newspapers by spokesmen of the
Civil Liberties Union some weeks ago,
demonstrates that your organization
has placed the question of civil liber-
ties in a secondary position, and that
first place is now taken by the poli-
tical interests of Mr. Norman Thomas
and his kind. It is quite evident
that these decisions were dictated by
the “socialist” Thomas, whose role
(together with his party) is to divert
the indignation of the masses away
from the murderous capitalist state
and against those who are fighting
capitalism, primarily against the
Communists.

At a moment when even a decent
“liberal” (no one, of course, expects
the Civil Liberties Union to go be-
yond the bounds of “liberalism”)
would necessarily be intent upon one
single purpose—namely, to rouse
popular protest and indignation
against the infamous Gastonia ver-
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police; or, since they have escaped
to the Soviet Union (the only land
where persecuted workers can find
asylum), that the Communist Party
shall put a demand to the Soviet
Union to deport these workers back
to the United States. You attack the
Soviet Union because it, alone of all
states of the world, maintains really,
in earnest, that old institution of
“liberalism,” the right of asylum.
The world has long been accus-

At the same moment, in California,

tomed to witness “liberals” abandon

to smash the class “justice” of capi-|ing in its history,” but will be a ges-

- Resigning
Commun—ig’—cg and Soviet

Union Will Never
Aid Boss’ Police

ture for the record, without enthus-
iasm and without any effective ac-
tion to help the fight to release those
splendid boys in California who are
condemned to rot their lives away
in Folsom and San Quentin.

Foster Withdraws Name.

For many years I have allowed my
name to stand on the list of execu-
tive committee members of the Civil
Liberties Union. I wanted to sup-
port every organization which con-
tributed, however indirectly, to the
struggle against the brutal oppres-
sion of American imperialism. But I
am forced to the conclusion, by your
actions on the Gastonia case, that
you are no longer seriously engaged
in the fight for civil liberties, that
you have become a tool in the hands
of Norman Thomas and his party of
apolegizers for capitalism, and that
the workers have nothing to expect
from you in the way of assistance in
their desperate struggle against. capi-
talism. I therefore withdraw my
name from your executive committee
and from membership in the Civil
Liberties Union.

Very truly,
(Signed) W. Z. FOSTER.






