
YANKEE IMPERIALISM GRABS FOR THE 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

BY WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 

The United States and the 
World War 

to the Soviet borders and is fighting 
for world hegemony. The French, 
Dutch and Belgian empires have 

THE present war constitutes a been decapitated and their rich col
violent redivision of the world onies exposed to imperialist sharks 

among the great imperialist pow- on the rampage. The British empire 
ers. The main motive power behind is fighting for its life, with its back 
the savage struggle for markets, to the wall. 
raw materials, colonies and strate- United States imperialism is up to 

its eyes in this bloody and ruthless 
gic positions is the ever-deepening struggle for empire. It is already in 
general crisis of the obsolete and the war economically, financially 
rotting world capitalist system. As- and diplomatically, and its Wall 
sertions that either group of the Street government is now watching 
warring powers is fighting for de- for a favorable opportunity to vio
mocracy and civilization are an in- late the will to peace of the Amer
sult to the people's intelligence. ican people by plunging the coun-

In the war's saturnalia of rapine, try into the war fully as an active 
destruction and conquest the sev- belligerent. The strongest imperial
era! capitalist great powers are tear- ist power, naturally the United 
ing one another's empires to pieces, States is setting itself no modest 
enslaving semi-colonial lands, sub- goals in the war. It, too, is fighting 
jugating hitherto independent small for world hegemony. This Henry 
capitalist countries, and maneuver- Luce, Senator Pepper and other 
ing to attack the greatest prize of outspoken imperialists are making 
·all, the U.S.S.R. Old empires have increasingly clear, and President 
been shattered and new, jerry-built Roosevelt has told us of the "four 
ones are being constructed almost freedoms" that the United States is 
overnight. Japan has seized vast out to enforce upon the world. At 
areas of China and prepares to the moment United States imperial
grab Indo-China, the Dutch East ism, in its fight for world empire, 
Indies, the Philippines and other finds it profitable to go along in 
choice morsels. Italy overran Ethio- alliance with Great Britain, but it 
pia, only to have it snatched away will undoubtedly make any other 
again by Great Britain. Germany is arrangements it may deem neces
building a monstrous system of im- sary to further its imperialist 
perialist control over all Europe up interests. 
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Greedy-eyed, American imperial
ists are now mulling over the most 
grandiose plans of world conquest. 
Singapore, Dakar, the Azores, Aus
tralia, China, the Dutch East In
dies and Greenland are some of the 
far-flung places which the Yankee 
imperialists hope eventually to 
bring under United States control. 
But the basis of all their imperial
istic dreamings and schemings is 
the conquest of the Western Hemi
sphere. From Hudson's Bay to Cape 
Horn, United States imperialism 
must rule unchallenged, declare 
these people. The three Americas 
are to be the special "lebensraum" 
of the United States, from which all 
other imperialist powers must keep 
their hands. To rule the Western 
Hemisphere as its very own is con
sidered the God-given destiny of 
the United States. Within the camp 
of the American bourgeoisie there 
exist considerable differences as to 
the wisdom of the war alliance with 
Great Britain, but regarding the 
conquest of the Western Hemi
sphere they stand almost unani
mous. On this question the "isola
tionists" Hoover, Lindbergh, La
Follette, Wheeler and Norman 
Thomas are tucked snugly in the 
same political bed with the "inter
ventionists" Roosevelt, Willkie, 
Hull, Knox, Pepper, Wallace, Green 
and Hillman. 

Yankee imperialism, in its plans 
for the conquest of the Western 
Hemisphere, has a twofold task-to 
drive out its chief imperialist rivals, 
England and Germany, and to force 
the submission of the many Ameri
can peoples to its imperial will. 
Upon both aspects it is now dili
gently working. Resistance it is 
meeting, both from its imperialist 

rivals and from the peoples it aims 
to enslave; but on the whole its im
perialist offensive is registering dis
tinct progress. Every country in the 
Western Hemisphere confronts a 
serious danger-to its national· in
dependence and to the general wel
fare of its people-from the present 
militant advance of United States 
imperialism. 

The Strategy of Hemisphere 
Conquest 

In its drive to transform the 
whole Western Hemisphere into its 
main base, Yankee imperialism is 
not at the moment, within the 
Hemisphere countries proper, using 
the ruthless methods of military in
vasion employed by rampant Jap
anese imperialism in East Asia and 
by German imperialism in Europe 
and Africa. Its offensive is being 
carried on by a system of "peace
ful" economic penetration and ex
ternal political pressure, masked by 
an elaborate propaganda of friendly 
intentions. But behind all this looms 
the deadly threat of the gigantic and 
swiftly growing military, naval and 
air forces of the Colossus of the 
North. 

Each of the many countries of the 
two continents which Wall Street 
claims as its very own presents an 
individual problem for the Yankee 
imperialists. Especially Ca111ada. 
That country, with a population of 
over 11,000,000, is a formally inde
pendent state, highly industrialized, 
an imperialist state in its own right 
(having outstanding foreign invest
ments of over two billion dollars), 
and it is a pillar of the British Em
pire. Its national independence, 
however, is considerably limited, 
because the bulk of its vital in-
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dustries are owned by American 
and British capitalists, its foreign 
policy is largely formulated by 
the British Cabinet, and it lacks a 
navy and other armed forces capa
ble of defending the country. The 
aim of Wall Street is to shift the 
control of this important land into 
the hands of the Washington gov
ernment, in the guise of a sort of 
junior (very junior) partner in the 
"New Order" that United States 
imperialism hopes to set up in the 
Western Hemisphere. At the mo
ment, the Yankee imperialists have 
an interest in keeping Canada with
in the British Empire, since this 
helps to hold it in the war and also 
enables American capital invested 
in Canada to get behind the Em
pire's tariff barriers and to enjoy 
its protected trade. In the likely 
event, however, of the serious 
weakening or break-up of the Brit
ish Empire during this war, un
doubtedly the United States would 
take definite steps to bring Canada 
under its "protecting" wing. 

The Latin American countries 
also present many special problems. 
In general, however, the policy of 
Yankee imperialism is to reduce 
them to the status of near-colonial 
dependencies of the United States, 
with special concentration upon se
curing a firmer grip upon the coun
tries north of the South American 
"bulge," particularly in the Carib
bean area. This conquest is being 
pushed by means of economic, polit
ical, ideological and military pene
tration. 

Hardly had the present world 
war begun than the United States, 
seeing that its chief imperialist ri
vals were busy elsewhere, greatly 

intensified its efforts to dominate all 
of Latin America. At the Panama 
(October, 1939) and Havana (July, 
1941) conferences of the twenty-one 
American Republics (Canada ex
cepted) the broad outlines were 
laid for this program of imperialist 
conquest. Briefly stated, the plan 
consists of lining up all the Latin 
American countries in a bloc under 
United States leadership, on the 
basis of policies of neutrality and 
peace, hemisphere defense, the ad
justment of inter-state quarrels, the 
suppression of "subversive" activi
ties, and a cooperative handling of 
the serious economic problems that 
are harassing all the three Amer
icas. The whole program, stripped 
of the sugary phrases of Roosevelt, 
Hull and Wallace and. boiled down 
to reality, amounts to flinging the 
doors wide open for Yankee impe
rialism to realize its objectives of 
subjugating the Latin American 
countries by colonializing their 
economies, dictating their internal 
political life, restricting their na
tional independence, exploiting 
their peoples and natural resources, 
and using these countries en bloc as 
a great base to further its unfold
ing warlike plans of world impe
rialist conquest. 

The Drive for Military Domination 

The main means for the proposed 
Yankee conquest of the Western 
Hemisphere is the gigantic armed 
force that the United States is now 
Swiftly building. This already dwarfs 
that of any other country of the 
three Americas. The New York 
Post (May 26) in the spirit of bla
tant American imperialism, boasts 
that within one year the United 
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States is "going to be able to lick 
the world." That this great military 
establishment will be used, among 
its other predatory purposes, to 
dominate the weaker American 
countries only the most naive can 
disbelieve. 

Among the products of the 40 
billion dollars which the Roosevelt 
Administration is now recklessly 
spending for armaments, is, first, 
the contemplated 4,000,000-man 
mechanized army, which is specific
ally authorized by law to operate in 
Latin America. Then there is the 
great two-ocean navy, which al
ready patrols and dominates all 
Western Hemisphere waters, and 
which is scheduled to be the most 
powerful navy in world history. 
Finally, there is the air force, now 
swiftly growing and planned even
tually to number a minimum of 
50,000 of the most modem and pow
erful airplanes. And all this vast 
armament is backed up by the 
great industries and huge man
power of the United States. 

With this strong and growing 
armed force the Roosevelt Govern
ment is proceeding rapidly to sur
round the entire Western Hemi
sphere with a network of air and 
naval bases. At the same time the 
concept of what constitutes the 
Western Hemisphere is stretched to 
Asia from one side and Europe and 
Africa on the other. The already es
tablished United States bases in 
Hawaii, Alaska, Cuba, the Aleu
tian Islands, Guam, Wake and Sa
moa, as well as those along the 
United States coasts have been 
enormously strengthened. Bases are 
also undoubtedly contemplated for 
Greenland, the Azores, Dakar and 
the Cape Verde Islands. In ex-

change for 50 "obsolete" naval de
stroyers, England was made to con
cede the United States bases in its 
Western Hemisphere possessions, 
including Newfoundland, Bermuda, 
Jamaica, Trinidad, Antigua, Saint 
Lucia and British Guiana. The 
United States Government now is 
also busily bringing pressure to 
bear upon various Latin American 
countries for the establishment of 
a tight ring of strategically situated 
air and naval bases to surround all 
of Central and South America. 

At the present moment, under 
the provisions of the so-called Act 
of Havana, which prohibits the 
transfer of American colonies from 
one European belligerent power to 
another, after taking over Green
land, the United States is now con
templating the seizure of the French 
colonies of Martinique,· Guadaloupe, 
St. Pierre and Miquelon, French 
Guiana and Clipperton Island. Fur
thermore, the United States is mak
ing "mutual defense" pacts with 
neighboring American countries 
(examples, Canada and Mexico) 
which weaken the military position 
of these countries as against that of 
the United States. The Pan-Amer
ican Highway, the new road 
through Canada to Alaska, and the 
securing of many American-con
trolled airlines in Latin America all 
go in the same general direction of 
Yankee military mastery. 

This vast web of United States 
armed bases and military works, de
signed at once to keep away rivals 
of Yankee imperialism and to dom
inate Canada and the 20 Latin 
American republics, is being estab
lished in the name of a joint hemi
sphere defense. Special stress is laid 
upon the "joint" character of the 
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••defense" by the Yankee imperial
ists to hide their predatory pur
poses. Thus, the "defense pacts" 
with Canada and Mexico are for
mally two-sided, but with the Unit
ed States possessing the over
whelmingly greater military might 
it is not hard to guess where the 
deciding influence will lie. Thus, 
also, the colonies taken over from 
belligerents (Martinique, for ex
ample) are supposed to be admin
istered by representatives of all the 
21 American republics; but, as 
things now stand, in such situa
tions, the United States vote (with 
its puppet supportersr would out
weigh the rest. Then, too, the· air 
and naval bases in the Latin Amer
ican countries are to be nominally 
the property and in the control of 
the respective countries upon whose 
soil they are situated, and they are 
to be used jointly by all the Amer
ican republics. But with the United 
States furnishing the money to build 
them and having the mai.Il air and 
naval forces to man them, who can 
doubt that decisive control would 
be exercised by the United States? 
The Chilean Defense Minister, Ju
venal Hernandez, was right in stat
ing that "The ceding of bases does 
not imply cooperation but submis
sion." The present great drive of 
the United States to surround the 
whole Western Hemisphere with an 
iron ring of its armed forces is a 
menacing threat to the national in
dependence of every other country 
in the two continents. 

The Economic Offensive 

Yankee imperialism's drive to 
dominate the Western Hemisphere 
militarily is supported by a strong 

offensive to dominate it econom
ically. The general objectives of 
this economic offensive are: (a) to 
drive out British and German im
perialism from Latin American 
markets and economic life, and (b) 
to colonialize the economies of the 
Latin American countries, so that 
these lands should become suppliers 
of raw materials and buyers of fin
ished products from the industries 
of the United States. Toward Can
ada the policy is more one of ab
sorption into the United States in
dustrial system. 

The war has greatly facilitated 
the weakening economically of its 
imperialist rivals in Latin America 
by Yankee imperialism. Germany 
has been largely cut off and Eng
land, up to its neck in war in Eu
rope and Africa, cannot pay the 
closest attention to its Latin Amer
ican interests. Also the Latin Amer
ican countries, weakened by the 
loss of European markets and with 
their economies badly disordered, 
are less able to resist the economic 
pressure of the United States. So 
Yankee imperialism has a relatively 
clear field and is making the most 
of it. 

The United States Government 
has set up a network of institutions 
and activities with which to push 
its economic conquest over the 
125,000,000 Latin Americans. One 
important instrument is the Inter
American Financial and Economic 
Advisory Committee, formed after 
the Panama Conference of October, 
1939, composed of 21 economic ex
perts from all the American repub
lics, and with headquarters in 
Washington. The functions of this 
committee are to deal with the eco-
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nomic problems of all the Amer
icas--banking, currency, interna
tional exchange, commercial rela
tions, treaties, imports and exports, 
"customs and the development of 
new enterprises, credits and invest
ments. The committee is completely 
dominated by agents of Yankee im
perialism. It has a permanent work
ing commission, known as the Inter
American Development Commis
sion, significantly headed by Nelson 
A. Rockefeller. This whole appara
tus functions financially through the 
Inter-American Bank, which is 
dominated by United States Gov
ernment agents and puppets. 

To provide the blood stream for 
its various schemes of economic 
conquest, the United States Gov
ernment has resumed and is stead
ily increasing the export of capital 
to Latin America, which had vir
tually dried up during the 1930's 
because of the chaotic economic 
conditions then prevailing. Credits 
recently authorized up to December 
31, 1940, to Latin American coun
tries by the Export-Import Bank, 
according to the Bulletin of the Na
tional Foreign Trade Council (Feb. 
1941), totaled $255,607,000, as fol
lows: 

Argentina ....................... . 
Brazil ............................... . 
Chile ............................... . 
Colombia ........................ . 
Costa Rica ..................... . 
Cuba ............................... . 
Dominican Republic ..... . 
Ecuador .......................... . 
Haiti .................................. . 
Mexico ............................ . 
Nicaragua ....................... . 
Panama ........................... . 
Paraguay ........................ . 
Peru ................................. . 
Uruguay ......................... . 
Venezuela ....................... . 

$62,670,000 
112,127,000 
19,425,000 
10,004,500 
5,600,000 
4,000,000 

.. 3,000,000 
1,150,000 
5,500,000 

500,000 
2,500,000 
4,500,000 
3,500,000 

10,000,000 
7,500,000 
3,600,000 

In accordance with the principles 
of colonial policy long since devel
oped by Great Britain, these loans 
were primarily directed to the pur
poses of furthering United States 
trade and the creation of raw ma
terial sources necessary for Amer
ican .industries and non-competitive 
with them. Thus the loans provide 
that the agricultural preducts, rail
way equipment, construction mate
rials, etc., should all be purchased 
in the United States and transport
ed in its ships. The colonial char
acter of the United States loans to 
Latin America was further made 
clear by the plan of inter-American 
development, presented to the Eco
nomic Advisory Committee by Car
los Davila, former President of 
Chile and a "warm friend" of the 
United States State Department. It 
is also explicitly stated by Mr. 
Henry A. Wallace, Vice President, 
in his book, The American Choice. 
Mr. Wallace would have Latin 
America produce "commodities 
which we need and are accUstomed 
to import" and also tropical agri
cultural products not grown in the 
United States. Such a scheme, to 
make Latin American economy 
"complementary" to United States 
economy and non-competitive with 
it, would deny the Latin American 
countries the necessary rounded
out industrialization. It would ren
der them economically and polit
ically subordinate to and dependent 
upon the United States. This would 
still further emphasize their present 
semi-colonial character. 

While advancing such colonial 
schemes, the United States is also 
conducting a militant trade drive 
generally to capture the markets of 
Latin America. A sample of the 
methods used, reported exultantly 
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by Nelson A. Rockefeller to a 
group of New York business men 
(The N. Y. Times, May 12), is to 
cut off trade relations between 
United States business concerns and 
Latin American companies that do 
business with Axis firms. Said Mr. 
Rockefeller, "We have communi
cated with 17,000 companies inter
ested in export trade and have re
quested them to use care in taking 
on new representatives and ac
counts." 

One of the newest schemes to 
corral the trade of Latin America 
for Yankee imperialists (N. Y. 
Times, May 29) is to establish a 
joint export control over "war ma
terials" by the United States and 
the 20 Latin American republics. 
Considering the predominant 
strength of the United States, the 
effects of this agreement, if con
summated, would be (a), to give 
this country a more solid grip upon 
Latin American export and import 
trade, and (b), to force more def
initely the Latin American peoples 
into the world war program of Yan
kee imperialism. 

By the same token, the so-called 
American Customs Union, adopted 
by the American Conference of 
Associations of Commerce and Pro
duction at Montevideo, Jan. 3, 1941, 
would enormously favor United 
States trade as against that of its 
imperialist rivals and of the rela
tively weaker Latin American coun
tries. 

Fortune, organ of big business, in 
its May number, boldly expresses 
the predatory purposes behind the 
present American economic offen
sive in Latin America, stating, "The 
South American market must be 
closed; it must become an exclusive 
U. S. trade area." 

Toward Canada the Yankee im
perialists have, as already stated, a 
policy of absorption. Canada is al
ready a highly industrialized coun
try. American investments there, 
totaling almost $4,000,000,000, are 
almost equal to the United States 
investments throughout all Latin 
America. Exports to Canada from 
the United States in 1939 (now 
enormously increased by the war 
boom) were five times as great as 
United States exports to Brazil, 
which has 41h times as large a pop
ulation as Canada. While protecting 
themselv:es by high tariffs from 
Canadian competition, the Ameri
can capitalists are increasing their 
financial grip upon Canadian econ
omy, while that of British impe
rialism is declining. This process 
has been going on fo~ ·many years 
and is now becoming more marked. 
British investments · in Canada 
(mostly in public utilities) reached 
a maximum of 21h billions by 1914, 
while United States investments 
(mostly in basic industries) only 
getting under way by that date, 
reached a high total of 4 billion 
dollars by 1932. 

Now, with the war on, the gap 
between British and United States 
investments in Canada is widening. 
Great Britain, to pay for her war 
purchases in Canada, is being forced 
to liquidate large amounts of her 
financial holdings there. Since the 
war began this liquidation amounts 
to about $300,000,000. In 1941 her 
deficit on Canadian war orders 
is expected to total $1,150,000,000, 
which the Canadians are expected 
to meet on a "lend-lease" basis. 
Meanwhile, the Yankee imperialists 
are losing no opportunity to im
prove their trade and financial posi
tion in Cuada. Says Tim Buck, in 
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his articl~ in The Communist for 
December, 1940: "The bourgeoisie 
anticipates big loans from the United 
States in the near future and the 
financial press made no bones about 
the belief that Secretary Morgan
thau's recent 'vacation' in Canada 
concerned such loans." 

Political Pressure 

The United States Government, 
together with its growing military 
domination of the Western Hemi
sphere and its attempts to control 
the economy of this vast and rich 
area, is also increasingly interfer
ing in the political life of the peo
ples of the three Americas. This 
Yankee political interference takes 
place with regard to the composi
tion of the governments of these 
peoples, the character of t}J.e masses' 
political discussion, the nature of 
their states' international trade re
lations, the disposition of specific 
legislation, and the general orien
tation of these countries toward 
the vital questions of peace and 
~ar. Innumerable examples might 
be cited of this expanding tendency 
of the United States to dictate po
litically to the rest of the countries 
of the whole hemisphere, to the det
riment of their welfare and free
dom. 

Fortru.ne, in its May number, cyn
ically exposes the ruthlessness of 
Yankee imperialist policy in this 
respect. It says: 

"Those governments that will 
play ball with the United States 
can expect aid. . . . But those that 
will not play ball can expect inter
vention of diverse degrees of sharp-

ness. No electoral sovereignty or 
internal democracy can be permit
ted if it happens not to be pro
United States. Uncooperative gov
ernments will find credits called 
and refused, markets closed, their 
-internal economies thrown into cri
sis, their political rivals publicly 
smiled on, and perhaps privately 
subsidized." 

In Chile, through its instruments 
Davila, Grove and Schnake, Yan
kee imperialism recently tried, un
successfully, to break down the 
Popular Front and to secure a gov
ernment more amenable to its de
mands. A loan was held out as a 
bait to the reactionaries for doing 
this work. In Cuba the recently at
tempted coup d'etat against Presi
dent Batista was organized by 
Cuban reactionary elements and 
United States intriguers, who hoped 
that by ousting Batista the plans of 
U. S. imperialism could be more 
readily executed. United States po
litical pressure against Mexico is 
also an old story. There were lately 
the cases of silver and oil, as well 
as the insolent attempt of the Dies 
Committee to "investigate" Mexi
can internal affairs. And in the re
cent national election U. S. plotters 
worked openly to put into power 
the near-fascist Almazan and now 
they are busy taking the present 
President, Camacho, into camp. 
Said Secretary Encina of the Com
munist Party of Mexico at its re
cent Congress: 

"The Yankee government and 
bankers furthered the plans of Al
mazan to organize an armed strug
gle in order to assault the power 
of the state and to implant a reac-
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tionary dictatorship, submissive to 
the orders and wishes of Wall 
Street." 

Similar examples of U. S. pres
sure are to be found in almost every 
other Latin American country. By 
the withholding or granting of 
loans, by refusing trade advantages, 
and by other means, weaker states 
are forced to make concessions. By 
various forms of bribery corrupt 
politicians· are won for the service 
of Yankee imperialism. Panama 
was "induced" to cede a new strip 
of land for the Panama Canal; Bo
livia was "encouraged" to yield on 
Standard Oil Company properties 
previously expropriated; Peru, upon 
U. S. insistence, took over the Ger
man Lufthansa; Colombia has can
celed the German airline Scadta 
and replaced it by American planes 
and personnel; Nicaragua is now 
being brought into line to cede a 
route for a new canal doubly to 
protect United States lines of com
munication, etc., etc. Similar pres
sure was generally exercised to 
have the Latin American govern
ments condemn the U.S.S.R. during 
the Finnish war. Pressure was also 
used to get them to seize the Axis 
powers' ships in their harbors. 

Upon Canada also United States 
pressure is being exerted. The 
Roosevelt Administration is defi
nitely supporting the amenable Mac
kenzie King Government and urg
ing it on to a greater war effort. 
What the Yankee imperialists really 
think about Canadian national 
rights was expressed by Colonel 
Lindbergh when he insolently de
nied the right of Canada to wage 
war without the consent of the 
United States. An instance of the 

growing interference of the Yankee 
imperialists in Canadian affairs oc
curred recently in connection with 
the national budget. Finance Min
ister nsley had proposed to levy a 
tax of 15 per cent upon interest 
payments made to nationals of for
eign countries. This hit the nearly 
half billion dollars that United 
States capitalists are sucking yearly 
out of the Canadian people, so they 
made a big protest. Says Thomas C. 
Sims in the InteT-Continent News 
of May 13: "Ottawa, the capital of 
Canada, was invaded last week. 
They came by air, in special char
tered planes and in Pullman cars. 
They were not Germans, but Amer
icans, high-ranking representatives 
of J. P. Morgan and other Wall 
Street tycoons. Their object: to 
change the Canadian budget." And 
they succeeded. Mr. Ilsley dropped 
his proposal. 

In the general Pan-American 
conferences the United States 
makes a great show of democracy, 
of dealing with the Latin American 
countries as political equals. But 
this is window dressing. For the 
most part the meetings of the Pan
American Union confine themselves 
to broad political generalities. 
When it comes to concrete action 
the United States usually has its 
way by getting results through the 
various sub-committees which are 
loaded up with its agents or pup
pets, or, especially, by taking up 
such important matters as loans, 
tariffs, air bases, etc., with the in
dividual countries, which are thus 
placed at a huge disadvantage in 
dealing singly with the more pow
erful United States. Especially dic
tatorial is the attitude of the U.S. to
ward the Caribbean countries. 
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Political pressure by the United 
States upon Latin America and 
Canada now comes to a focus in 
the general plan of Yankee impe
rialism to use all these countries 
en bloc to further its world plans 
of conquest. 'rhe Lima, Panama and 
Havana Conferences were all car
ried on under heavy American 
pressure, directed to achieve this 
central purpose. The whole object 
has been to precipitate all the coun
tries of the Western Hemisphere in
to the war under United States 
hegemony, despite the will to peace 
of their peoples. The latest step in 
carrying out this grandiose impe
rialist scheme was President Roose
velt's "unlimited emergency" speech 
of May 27. Without in any way con
sulting the Latin American people 
or their governments (even as he 
flouted the United States Congress 
and the anti-war sentiments of the 
American people) Mr. Roosevelt, 
speaking in the name of the whole 
Western Hemisphere, outlined a 

· policy that constitutes virtually an 
undeclared war against Germany 
and dictatorially sought to commit 
all the nations of the three Amer
icas to it. 

The Ideological Campaign 

Supporting its program of mili
tary, economic and political expan
sion, the United States Government 
is also conducting an active ideo
logical drive throughout the West
ern Hemisphere. In Latin America 
this is based upon the so-called 
Good Neighbor policy. Every effort 
is being made-through radio, mov
ies, press, diplomatic circles, busi
ness channels, delegations to and 
from the United States, etc.-to 

convince the suspicious Latin 
Americans that the United States 
means only good for their prosper
ity and national independence. 
Vice President Wallace, on I Am 
an American Day, glibly spoke of "a 
super-citizenship in America, the 
Western Hemisphere, where nations 
earnestly try to settle their disputes 
peacefully, without lying, treaty
breaking or aggression." Special ef
forts are being made to corrupt the 
intellectuals of Latin America. 

This imperialist "educational" 
work is being conducted by that 
outstanding defender of freedom, 
Mr. Nelson A. Rockefeller. How his 
committee works is indicated in an 
article by Ricardo M. Setaro of 
Buenos Aires in the Inter-Continent 
News, dated May 24: 

"Simultaneously 360 daily news
papers in Latin America began to 
publish weekly full page advertise
ments inviting Latin Americans to 
visit the United States. . . . It is 
estimated that this advertising cam
paign will cost nearly $10,000,000. 
This sum is being invested by the 
committee headed by Nelson Rocke
feller." 

To line up the Latin American 
countries behind the war program 
of the United States the central slo
gan is that of "Hemisphere de
fense." As the people of the United 
States are being tricked and pushed 
into the war by the Roosevelt Ad
ministration under pretenses of 
peace and national defense, so the 
same general line is being followed 
to involve the peace-loving Latin 
American peoples. The Pan-Amer
ican Union, dominated by the 
United States, is pursuing a course 
that leads toward war. Its realized 
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or proposed policies of the conti
nental 300-mile safety belt, the 
occupation of foreign-held colonies, 
the seizure of Axis ships, the con
trol of exports, the establishment of 
United States controlled naval-air 
bases, the vigorous anti-Soviet and 
anti-German propaganda cam
paigns, are all measures not in the 
interest of peace, but of war and 
Yankee imperialist expansion. 

The United States is putting teeth· 
into its ideological campaign for 
the "Good Neighbor" policy and 
"Hemisphere defense" by direct 
pressure upon public opinion in 
Latin America. At the Havana Con
ference, upon Secretary Hull's in
sistence, a resolution was adopted 
providing for joint action against 
"subversive" activities. Following 
this up, United States agents are 
now to be found allied with local 
reactionaries throughout Central 
and South America in every move
ment against the trade unions, the 
popular fronts, the Communist Par
ties, and the liberties generally of 
the Latin American peoples. 

At present the Pan-American 
Union, upon U. S. initiation, is sub
mitting a questionnaire to all the 
Latin American governments, in
quiring minutely into "subversive" 
activities in their countries and re
garding the measures that are being 
taken against them. This is obvi
ously the prelude to an effort to 
foist upon the Latin American peo
ples a body of legislation restric
tive of their liberties. It is an at
tempt to make the United States 
Department of Justice into a sort 
of general supervisor over the po
lice departments of the Latin Ameri
can countries. The growing Amer
ican interference with Latin 

American internal affairs is empha
sized by Mr. Wallace in his book, 
The American Choice: 

"Our intentions toward all neigh
bors on this hemisphere are peace
ful, but our swords and the Latin 
American neighbors' must be sharp 
enough to deal promptly with any 
open or underhand effort to carry 
out on this hemisphere the methods 
that ruined Europe.'' 

This rhetoric, translated· into life, 
means Wall Street's Big Stick pol
icy for the hemisphere. 

The social-reformists are, in the 
main, serving as willing tools of 
Yankee imperialism in Latin Amer
ica. The American Federation of 
Labor leadership has resurrected 
the almost forgotten Pan-American 
Federation of Labor and is embark
ing upon a campaign to break up 
Latin American trade union oppo
sition to the plans of the Wall 
Street imperialists. The Socialist 
Parties in various Latin American 
countries, with their characteristic 
theory that United States imperial
ism is "better" than German impe
rialism, are also active instruments 
of the Yankee imperialists in un
dermining the peoples' resistance. 
Thus, says Marmaduke Grove, out
standing leader of the Socialist 
Party of Chile: "Between these two 
imperialisms, the Socialist Party of 
Chile, having to make an agreement 
that would permit the safeguarding 
of our independence and an imme
diate economic adjustment of our 
future, considers the democratic 
imperialism as the most likely." 

Canada, as well as Latin America, 
is also undergoing heavy ideological 
pressure from the United States. 
The American radio, press, movies, 
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etc., are now carrying on an un
precedented deluge of propaganda 
in Canada, singing the praises of 
United States imperialism. This 
propaganda, although somewhat 
less condescending in tone than that 
directed toward Latin America, 
has a "big brother" note in it that 
forecasts the minor role intended 
for Canada. In the campaign to 
strengthen the Yankee grip upon 
Canada, the American reformist 
leaders of the A. F. of L., Railroad 
Brotherhoods, and C.I.O., who offi
cially control most of the Canadian 
trade union movement, are doing 
their full part; while the Social
Democratic political organizations in 
Canada, by supporting the Anglo
American war alliance, are also 
easing the march of the Wall Street 
imperialists into Canada. 

The Inter-Imperialist Struggle 

By means of all the maneuvers 
and campaigns described above, 
Yankee imperialism has greatly 
strengthened its position in the 
Western Hemisphere at the ex
pense of its chief imperialist rivals, 
Great Britain and Germany, and 
also at the cost of the many Amer
ican peoples. The spreading of the 
great American Hemisphere mili
tary network has definitely given 
the United States a big advantage. 
Especially has England's position 
been weakened in the New World. 
As R. P. Dutt says in the New 
Masses (Dec. 17, 1940) regarding 
the new American bases in British 
colonies in the Americas: "In spite 
of all the anxious denials of any 
change of sovereignty . . . the lease 
of ninety-nine years is equivalent 
to cession." 

Politically also, the United States 

has made Hemisphere advances, to 
the detriment of Great Britain and 
Germany. Through the Pan-Amer
ican Union, which the United States 
controls and dominates, it has man
aged to secure, to its own great ad
vantage, some degree of unity, how
ever .shaky, of the 20 Latin Amer
ic.an republics behind its imperial
ist plan of "Hemisphere defense." 
In many Latin American countries, 
Yankee influence over the corrupt 
ruling political circles has also been 
substantially increased. Especially 
is this true of the countries in the 
Caribbean area. Moreover, an in
crease of American political influ
ence in Canada is to be noted. 

By their economic offensive the 
Yankee imperialists have also 
strengthened themselves in the 
markets of Latin America. The 
Labor Fact Book 5 (page 24) 
states that, "During the first year 
of the war U. S. exports to Latin 
America rose 42 per cent over the 
previous 12-month period." And 
Mr. Nelson A. Rockefeller (N. Y. 
Times, May 12) asserts, "In the 
first quarter of 1941 our purchases 
[from Latin America] were 41 per 
cent higher than in the first quarter 
of 1940." Meanwhile, England's 
trade in this vast area remains vir
tually at stationary levels, while 
that of Germany, because of the 
British blockade, has been almost 
completely wiped out. 

Great Britain and Germany, how
ever, are not standing idly by while 
the United States strives to oust 
them from this great and rich ter
ritory. At the Lima, Panama· and 
Havana conferences they tried to 
block the path of Yankee imperial
ism, but with no important success. 
Both of them, too, are resisting 
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every step to extend United States 
trade in Latin America. Even dur
ing the. war England has sent im
portant trade delegations into South 
America to strengthen its trade 
lines, and tried, ineffectively, a 
price-cutting trade war against the 
United States in Arg~ntina. Ger
many, with its restricted means, 
also stubbornly resists Yankee pen
etration, and Japan is carrying on 
a big trade drive in the West Coast 
South· American countries. 

In Canada, also, British imperial
ism is stubbornly contesting the 
economic; and political encroach
ments of Yankee imperialism. 

Despite its successes, however, 
the United States has by no means 
decisively defeated its imperialist 
rivals in the Western Hemisphere: 
Increasingly, Latin America will 
become a rich stake and a battle
ground in the world struggle of the 
imperialist powers. After the war 
this territory doubtless will be the 
scene of a fierce trade struggle; es
pecially should the Nazis emerge 
militarily victorious or semi-victor
ious. The Nazis have their greedy 
eyes fastened upon Latin America, 
and if opportunity presents, will try 
to impose upon it a slavery even 
worse than that which they have 
forced upon the occupied countries 
in Europe. Germany has a strong 
trade organization and a powerful 
grip upon the armies and govern
ments of many Latin American 
states; it also knows· how to utilize 
demagogically the sentiments of the 
masses against Yankee imperialism; 
and, most important, it will exploit 
the fact that the Latin American 
peoples are compelled to trade with 
Europe, as the United States is un-

able to buy more than 50 per cent 
of their exportable commodities. 

The Resistance of the Peoples 

Throughout the Western Hemi
sphere Yankee imperialism, with 
its program of war, conquest, en
slavement and exploitation, is meet
ing with increasing opposition from 
the popular masses of the various 
countries. In Latin America espe
cially, this opposition is acute and 
growing. It is also to be found in 
Canada and in the U. S. itself. 

The national liberation move
ment in Latin America has grown 
greatly in the last few years. The 
trade unions have become strong 
(Mexico 600,000; Chile 350,000; 
Cuba 300,000; Argentina 300,000); 
the peasant movement has also 
made big strides; the students and 
professionals have become active; 
and some sections of the native 
bourgeoisie have been drawn into 
the movement. The national liber
ation struggle has reached its high
est expression so far in the Popular 
Front movement of Chile, Mexico 
and Cuba, and in pronounced pro
gressive trends in Argentina, Co
lombia, Venezuela and other coun
tries. The Communist Parties are 
playing a big role in all this demo
cratic development. More and more 
the vast popular forces are putting 
themselves athwart the path of ad
vancing Yankee imperialism. In
creasingly the many peoples sense 
the danger of the active military, 
economic and political policies of 
the United States and are making 
resistance to the maneuvers of the 
American imperialists. 

The Latin American peoples do 
not take kindly to the type of inter
American "unity" developed by the 
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Pan-American Union, despite the. 
seeming unanimity of their politi
cal heads at the various confer
ences of this body. They sense in 
this so-called Pan-American unity 
a developing United States domina
tion. Consequently, very few of 
the decisions of the Pan-American 
Union conferences have been rati
fied by the respective Latin 
American governments. This is 
true of the vital resolutions 
adopted by the Havana Conference. 
Alarmed at this situation, bour
geois leaders in Latin America are 
now demanding an immediate con
ference of the various American 
Republics, "so that an emergency 
would not find this hemisphere as 
disunited as the Balkans were." (N. 
Y. Times, June 3.) 

The peoples of Latin America, 
sharing popular opinion in the 
United States and Canada, do not 
want the war that the Roosevelt 
Government is trying to force them 
into. A writer in Fortune (May) 
says that in Argentina, "The 
slogans of 'neutrality' and 'national 
liberation' bring wild cheers from 
audiences," and the same is also 
true in every other country of the 
Western Hemisphere. President 
Roosevelt's belligerent "fireside 
chat" of May 27, in which, arbi
trarily setting aside democratic 
processes, he undertook to outline a 
war program for the hemisphere, 
was received coldly, even in official 
circles, in the countries south of 
the "bulge" that are least under 
United States domination. 

Latin American opinion also op
poses the establishment of air
naval bases with which the United 
States is trying to encircle the 
Hemisphere. The peoples of Latin 

America remember 
between 1900 and 

vividly that 
1929 United 

States armed forces were used 36 
times against their countries. So 
far, despite heavy pressure, the de
sired bases have not been conoeded 
by any countries outside of the Ca
ribbean area. Fortune (May) gives 
an irikling of mass Latin American 
resistance on this question: 

"Opposition to the bases among 
the Argentine people is universal 
and unanimous. Most significant 
proof is that no political leader, 
even one who is pro-U.S., has dared 
come out openly in favor of them. 
It would be political suicide under 
democratic procedure. . . . Across 
the Plata estuary they have had 
before their eyes an obvious object 
lesson. President Baldomir of Uru
guay, who publicly supported the 
bases, is fighting for his political 
life." 

The Latin American peoples are 
also resisting the political in
trigues of Yankee imperialism in 
their respective countries. Witness 
how they defeated the putsch 
against Batista in Cuba, the pro
jected Almazan revolt in Mexico 
and also the attempt to destroy 
the Chilean Popular Front. In the 
same anti-imperialist spirit the 
peoples of Colombia and Venezuela 
have recently carried through pro
gressive national elections. Many 
similar anti-imperialist move
ments are to be noted in Argentina, 
Bolivia, Peru, Puerto Rico, etc. 
Resistance to Yankee imperialism 
is also found in the economic 
sphere, as evidenced by the refqsal 
of Chile to accept an American loan 
upon the hard terms laid down, and 
by the insistence by Brazil that it 
be allowed to build a steel mill out 
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of its loan from the United States. 
Symptomatic of the growing hos

tility in Latin America against 
Yankee imperialism is the mass 
demand now sweeping these coun
tries for the release of Earl Brow
der. Seeing in Comrade Browder a 
resolute fighter against imperialist 
domination and linking up his name 
with Carlos Prestes, the trade 
unions, peasant organizations, stu
dent bodies, liberal newspapers, etc., 
all over Latin America are insist
ing that he be set free. The move
ment has taken on such great pro
portions that it has become a real 
thorn in the side of the American 
State Department. 

In Canada anti-U.S. imperialist 
11entiment is also rising. In spite of 
the much boasted-of unfortified 
frontier between the United States 
and Canada, the Canadian people 
have long been suspicious of the 
good intentions of the Wall Street 
moguls who have been so rapidly 
securing control over their most 
vital industries. This suspicion is 
growing into alarm as the masses 
of the Canadian people observe the 
obvious steps of the United States 
Government, aided by important 
sections of the Canadian bour
geoisie, to bring Canada more and 
more under its influence. Thus, the 
Mutual Defense Pact and the Hyde 
Park Pact have caused much popu
lar uneasiness. And President 
Roosevelt's condescending offers to 
"defend" Canada provoked such an 
unfavorable reaction in that coun
try that Prime Minister King, al
though a close collaborator with 
Roosevelt, felt called upon to state 
publicly that what Canada wanted 
was no~ protection from the United 
States but to engage with it in a 

common defense effort. The loom
ing threat of United States domina
tion is bound to play more and 
more of a role in Canadian politics. 

In the United States proper demo
cratic opposition to Yankee impe
rialist conquest of the Western 
Hemisphere is confused and not 
well organized. The workers and 
farmers of the United States nat
urally have no desire to oppress or 
exploit the other peoples of the 
Hemisphere, but they do not see 
clearly en masse that such domina
tion, by strengthening reaction in 
the United States and by plunging 
this country into endless wars, 
would also work against the peo
ple's interests in this country, as 
well as against those of the other 
peoples of the Hemisphere. The 
mass opposiiton in this country to 
American imperialism takes on 
rather the more general form of a 
stubborn struggle against the policy 
of plunging the United States into 
the war and against the policies of 
dictatorship and exploitation of 
Yankee imperialism at home. Mean
while, American Federation of La
bor leaders and C.I.O. leaders of the 
Hillman brand are trying to utilize 
their trade unions to strengthen the 
drive of Yankee imperialism in 
Latin America, and "peace" advo
cates such as Lindbergh, Wheeler, 
Norman Thomas, etc., each with his 
own argumentation, definitely try to 
lure the people into supporting a 
United States conquest of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

The American Peoples Versus 
Yankee Imperialism 

The many peoples of the three 
Americas have a common interest 
in preventing t.h~ ~~~~tiQn gf 



596 GRABBING FOR THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

Wall Street's "New Order" for the 
Western Hemisphere. Yankee im
perialism, like British and German 
imperialism, has nothing to offer 
the toiling masses of this Hemi
sphere, including the United States, 
except poverty, exploitation, fas
cism and war. Throughout the 
Hemisphere, therefore, the people's 
forces of democracy, peace and 
progress should unite to prevent 
the consummation of these disas
ters. Especially should the peoples 
of Canada and the United States 
realize the necessity for collabora
tion with the democratic masses of 
Latin America against the common 
menace of Wall Street imperialism. 

To bring about such unity, how
ever, these great democratic forces 
must clearly understand that United 
States imperialism now definitely 
constitutes the most threatening 
imperialist danger to the Latin 
American peoples; that President 
Roosevelt has long since abandoned 
his limited reform program and is 
now the chief spokesman for Wall 
Street; that his "Good Neighbor" 
policy is only an ideological screen 
for an aggressive Yankee imperial
ism; that the so-called Hemisphere 
defense policy in reality is an at
tempt of the United States to estab
lish military hegemony over the 
other American countries and to 
swing them behind its war program 
of world imperialist conquest; that 
the developing economic and po
litical "collaboration" between the 
United States and the rest of the 
countries of the Hemisphere is tak
ing forms that are resulting in Wall 
Street domination. Much confusion 
still exists among the anti-imperial
ist forces upon all these questions, 
with the consequent serious weak-

ening of the people's movement. 
Unity of program and action 

among the Latin American peoples 
is especially needed. The policy of 
these states of dealing one by one 
with the United States on vital 
questions is disastrous. Only when 
they move in a bloc can they hope 
to present a sufficient counter
weight to that of the United States. 
Already there are many signs of 
a growing Latin American unity, 
especially indicated by the estab
lishment of the Latin American 
Confederation of Labor and the 
holding of many conferences among 
the Latin-American peoples upon 
various economic, political and cul
tural questions. One such confer
ence was held recently in Monte
video between representatives of 
Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay, Bo
livia and Brazil. Another took place 
in Haiti, among the Caribbean 
countries, including Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Mexico, Dominican Re
public, San Salvador, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Panama. Plans are also now going 
forward for an Amazon conference 
of nations drained by that great 
river. All these Latin American 
conferences and unity develop
ments are looked upon with hostil
ity by the U. S. State Department 
as infringements upon the role of 
the Pan-American Union, which it 
dominates and controls. 

The basis for a real Latin Amer
ican unity, in the various countries 
and internationally, is the People's 
Front, founded upon an alliance 
between the workers and peasants. 
Considerable sections of the bour
geoisie usually support this anti
imperialist movement; but, because 
of the deepening economic crisis in 
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their countries, the closing of for
eign markets against them, the in
creased political and military pres
sure from the imperialists, and 
their fear of the growing demo
cratic spirit of the people, many of 
the native capitalists are inclined 
to yield to one group or another of 
the rival imperialists, especially 
those of Wall Street. 

Everywhere the workers in Latin 
America must be the leaders in the 
struggle against imperialism. And 
only to the extent that they estab
lish democracy in their own coun
tries by breaking down the domina
tion of the many dictators of the 
Vargas and Trujillo type can they 
hope to create an effective defense 
against Yankee imperialism. 

The most urgent task now in 
the Hemisphere anti-imperialist 
struggle is the fight for peace. The 
Latin American peoples should re
fuse to be a tail to the war plans 
of Yankee imperialism. In the same 
spirit the Canadian people are in
creasingly demanding that their 
country withdraw from the war. In 
the United States the slogan that 
correctly expresses the people's 
sentiments is "Get out and stay 
out of the war." The Anglo-Ameri
can war alliance offers nothing to 
the peoples of the Americas except 
endless slaughter and enslavement. 
The correct orientation for the .na
tions of this Hemisphere should be 
toward a people's peace, based upon 
principles of no annexations and 
no indemnities, and put through in 
collaboration with the Soviet Union 
and the democratic masses of the 
world. 

Inseparable from this struggle for 
world peace is the necessity to pre
vent Yankee imperialism from mili-

tarily dominating this Hemisphere. 
There must be no United States air 
and naval bases upon Latin Ameri
can or Canadian soil, no military 
"protection" of the other American 
countries by the United States. 
Democratically governed and united 
among themselves, these countries 
will be well able to protect their 
peoples against imperialist aggres
sion, whether it should come from 
abroad or from within the Hemi
sphere. 

A halt must also be put to the 
political interference of Yankee im
perialism in the life of the smaller 
American peoples. Full national 
independence for all the states of 
the Western Hemisphere should be 
a rallying cry for the anti-imperial
ist forces throughout North, Central 
and South America. The establish
ment of national independence has 
long been an urgent issue through
out Latin America. Now the 
strengthening and defense of its 
national independence, especially as 
against the advance of United States 
imperialism, is also becoming a ma
jor issue in Canada. As the belea
guered British Empire weakens and 
its connections with its American 
possessions loosen, and as the United 
States reaches out to grab these 
dominions and colonies, the Cana
dian people are finding it more and 
more necessary to defend them
selves against their powerful neigh
bor to the South who is so anxious 
to "protect" them. The island col
onies of France and other countries 
that may be "taken over" also must 
not be allowed to become mere 
United States colonies, under pre
tenses of joint Pan-American con
trol, but should be granted the right 
of self-determination. 
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The struggle of the Latin Ameri
can peoples for national liberation 
must have its economic base. These 
countries need to prevent the 
United States from monopolizing 
their markets by ruthless trade 
drives, by control of export of "war 
materials," and other devices. These 
countries need imperatively to in
sist upon the right to trade freely 
with the rest of the world, without 
United States interference. Fur
thermore, instead of supporting a 
general customs union, to include 
the United States, the Latin Ameri
can countries should cultivate 
freer trading relations amongst 
themselves. United States loans to 
the Latin American countries must 
not bear restrictions tending to re
duce the latter's economies into 
colonial adjuncts to the United 
States industrial system, but should 
be so formulated as to allow the 
necessary fully-rounded-out indus
trialization. The nationalization of 
key resources and industries now 
held by U. S. and other imperialist 
interests in Latin America is also 

imperative for a sound economic 
system in those countries. 

The present vigorous ideological 
drive of Yankee imperialism by 
means of the press, radio, delega
tions of movie stars, political pres
sure, etc., throughout the Hemi
sphere should be countered by the 
development of an active propa
ganda for peace, democracy and 
socialism. It is high time that the 
anti-imperialist forces of the Hemi
sphere utilize the great educational 
opportunities that are at their dis
posal in their many organizations. 

In the far-flung struggle that is 
developing throughout the Western 
Hemisphere between Yankee impe
rialism and the people's forces of 
democracy and progress the latter 
are potentially by far the stronger. 
But they still grievously lack unity 
of organization and program. In 
building this great movement, to 
keep our Hemisphere from being 
enslaved by reactionary, war-mak
ing capitalists, no body of workers 
has . a greater responsibility thalll 
those in the United States. 


