A NEW WORLD TRADE UNION
FEDERATION IS BORN

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

THE WORLD TRADE CONFERENCE, held
in London, beginning February 6,
was an epoch-marking success. It as-
sembled 250 delegates from 40 coun-
tries, representing 60,000,000 workers,
the great majority of the world’s
trade unionists, established program-
matic unity among them, and laid
the basis for a new world federation
of labor. Thus this historic confer-
ence took a tremendous stride to-
ward achieving the international
unity that the most progressive work-
ess of all countries have longed and
worked for over the decades. The
London Conference marks 1945 as
an historic year in the development
of the world’s working class.

The holding of the London Con-
ference constituted a great victory
for the progressive masses of the
trade union world who swept aside
all conservative and bureaucratic op-
position. When Hitler began the
present war this should have been
a decisive signal for the trade unions
of all countries to unite in order to
do their maximum part in defeating
the fascist threat to world freedom.
Unfortunately, however, conservative
and reactionary forces in the world

labor movement, especially hard-
boiled Continental Social-Democrats
and the top leaders of the A. F. of L,
stood in the way of such action. As
for the International Federation of
Trade Unions and the Second Inter-
national, both of which are domi-
nated by conservative Social-Demo-
crats, they remained quite inert and
made no response whatever to the
great tasks imposed upon them by
the war. Both showed themselves to
be politically bankrupt. Consequent-
ly, the movement for world trade
union unity, which has just climaxed
in London, came from outside their
official leadership. Many British trade
unions, the Soviet trade unions, the
C.1O,, and other progressive labor
organizations in many countries, as
long as three and one-halt years ago,
began to call for world trade union
unity on a new basis. The first big
step in this direction was the forma-
tion of the Anglo-Soviet Trade
Union Committee in the fall of 1941.
A determined attempt was also made
to get the A. F. of L. to affiliate to
this committee, but without success.
Instead, the A. F. of L. leaders set
up the abortive Anglo-American
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