THE NATIONAL
QUESTION IN EUROPE

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

ONE OF THE GREATEST political prob-
lems of our times arises from the
fat that modern Europe, with many
independent countries, constitutes a
chaos of conflicting national interests.
This confusion is a major hindrance
w the economic prosperity of the
peoples concerned and also a menace
to the peace of the world. The need
to unify Europe is especially obvious

xcustomed as the writer is to living
in one vast, continent-wide nation.
First, due to national barriers,
travelling in Europe has become a
veritable problem, what with the in-
aumerable borders to cross. Visas are
hard to get, often entailing weeks
of exasperating negotiations. Then
there are various “exit,” “re-entry,”
and “military” permits, as well as
sundry other inventions of the devil
© harass and trip up the unwary
traveller. Crossing a border, which is
usually done about 2 a.m., is a real
test of one’s patience and fortitude,
what with double and triple exam-
inations of passports, strip-tease
searches for possible bootlegged cur-
rency, and endless customs rummag-
ing for dutiable objects. In many
ases the border officials, the very es-
sence of bureaucracy, consider the

o an American visiting that area, .

unhappy passengers as suspicious
characters who, at best, need barely
be tolerated. All these complications
are, of course, serious obstructions to
the free personal intercourse so neces-
sary for a sane and ordered Europe.

Second, Europe’s chaotic national-
ism also erects major economic walls
between the various peoples. There
are mutually exclusive tariffs, quota
import and export arrangements,
minute and time-consuming inspec-
tion of goods in transit, monetary
systems that have little or no relation-
ship to each other, vigorous specula-
tion in one another’s currency, dog-
cat-dog economic competition of one
nation with another, and various
other economic schemes designed to
further the interests of the ruling
class of one nation at the expense of
all others. This chaotic economic na-
tionalism prevents, of course, any-
thing resembling an orderly develop-
ment, much less a planned operation,
of Europe’s economic life.

Third, and this is the most danger-
ous aspect of the national problem,
Europe’s conglomeration of discon-
nected nationalities also gives rise to
the sharpest political and military
clashes. With various nations trying
to expand at the expense of the
others, there are inevitably many
serious border disputes and repeated
gangings-up by one group of states
against another. Two scores of dis-
astrous wars during the past century
and a half testify eloquently to the
explosive quality in Europe’s con-
fusion of nations and to its menace
for world peace.
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