








fascize the United States and to plunge it into war against the
USS.R.

The present dangerous position of organized labor in the United
States develops from the fact that by supporting American imperial-
ism’s offensive abroad, the leaders expose the workers to the full force
of the monopolists’ offensive at home. This surrender has weakened
the unions, strengthened the bosses, and seriously increased the
danger of fascism and war. Organized labor is the backbone of this
nation and in this decisive moment of history the whole position of
American democracy is at stake.

LABOR BETRAYED ON THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT

NE of the basic tasks of the labor movement in this crucial

postwar period is actively to defend world peace and democracy
against the forces seeking to destroy them. The whole position of the
labor movement depends upon its vigorously carrying out this funda-
mental and historic task. But, save for a minority of Lefr and progres-
sive union leaders, the officials of the main national divisions of the
American labor movement are grossly betraying this responsibility.
Behind this treachery to the working class and to the American people
lies 2 more or less conscious desire of the labor bureaucrats to share
in the spoils they foolishly think are to be won by U.S. imperialism in
its expansionist push.

Wall Street finds the reactionary trade union officials especially
effective in poisoning the workers’ minds. These labor imperialists
are now busily peddling to the workers the monstrous falsehood that
the United States is being attacked by an aggressive Sovier Union;
they are ardent champions, too, of the criminal absurdity that the
monopoly-dominated Truman government with its fascist allies is
fighting everywhere to defend world democracy; and they are shouting
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industrial tactics, labor is in for some costly lessons from the hands of
employers. Let the deplorable condition of the trade union movement
in the late Twenties be a warning of where the lickspittle, class-
collaboration policies of the top leadership will lead if not corrected
by progressive rank-and-file resistance.

Third, in addition to better political and industrial policies, there
must be an ideological renaissance in the trade union movement. The
present dangerous situation, with the decisive leadership of labor railing
after the big capitalists and following them tamely in policies that
lead to fascism and war, is the inevitable result of our having a
conservative upper trade union officialdom. Organized labor must have
a strong core of leaders with a Marxist-Leninist outlook. It must begin
to break with lingering N.AM. theories of “free enterprise”; to discard
Keynesian notions of a “progressive capitalism”; and to rid itself of
the influences of the hypocritical “socialism” of such Social Democrats
as Dubinsky and Reuther. A strong body of leaders who understand
the general principles of Marxism-Leninism is necessary in order suc-
cessfully to lead the working class in these days when innumerable
complex problems are mcreasmgiy being cast up by the decaymg and
declining world capitalist system. :

THE American trade union movement, with its 15,000,000 mem-
bers, has tremendous potential strength. But its vast numbers are not;
of themselves, final guarantees of the progressive health and strength
of the movement. The German trade union movement was propor-
tionately even stronger than ours, but Hitler easily conquered it because
of the betrayal policies of its right-wing Social Democratic leaders.
The progressives in the trade unions should be warned, therefore, of
the present dangerous tendencies in the labor movement. They have a
special responsibility and an urgent need for clear-headedness -and
concerted action. They must not fall victims to the illusion of mere
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