American Capitalist Hegemony, the National
Emergency, and “Isolationism”

(Message to the Convention*)

by William Z. Foster

Otr Dra¥rt REsorution, and Com-
rade Gus Hall's report presenting
it 1o the Convention, represent a
snong and correct political line.
They should reccive the hearty and
unanimous endorsement of the Con-
vention. In these remarks, I wish
to comment upon only three points
in the Resolution and the Report.

These three points deal with re-
cent significant political develop-
ments. Lenin taught us, upon many
occasions, that one of the basic
requirements for solid Communist
leadership is to be able to single
out promptly major new political
developments, to analyze them the-
orctically, and to work out and
apply practical policies accordingly.
The great importance of new major
political developments is that they
are decisive indicators of future
general trends that are beginning
to take shape. Unless we are quick
1o grasp the meaning of such dec-
velopments we run the danger of
lagging scriously behind the course
ol political events.

The three questions upon which
| want to make a few general re-
marks are: First, the dominant posi-
tion, or hegemony, of the United
States in world capitalism: second,
the present “state of national emer-
geney” in the United States; and
third. the growth of so-called “iso-

lationism” in this country. In my
remarks [ shall not attempt to deal
in detail with these very important
questions. I shall, in addition to
stressing their deep significance,
merely point out a few high points
to which we should give particular
attention.

AMERICAN DOMINATION OF
WORLD CAPITALISM

First, with regard to the impor-
tant question of the hegemony of
the United States over world capi-
talism. In my recent article in
Political Affairs elaborating this
question of U.S. domination. which
has become especially obvious with
the development of the Korean war,
I indicated a number of key points
which we should bear in mind.
Among them are:

(a) American hegemony over the
capitalist world is a product of the
general crisis of capitalism. The
United States could not possibly
have established even its present
limited degree of domination over
world capitalism were it not for the
fact that all the other big capitalist
powers have either been smashed,
as Germany, Japan, and ltaly, or

* This message from Comrade William Z.
Foster was read o the Convention by Comrade
John Gates.
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