
By William Z. Foster 

DuRING RECENT YEARS, especially since 
the end of World War II, there 
have taken place very considerable 
changes in the status of the Negro 
people, economically, politically, and 
socially. This situation requires that 
we carefully evaluate and draw the 
necessary implications from these 
new features in the position of the 
Negro people. If we fail to do this 
boldly and precisely, we will be 
writing, not of the actual Negro 
problems of today but of those of 
yesterday. This means, too, that we 
need also to re-think through some 
of the older questions in this gen- 
eral regard. 

In dealing with the American 
Negro question we must pay closer 
attention to its specifically American 
features. That is, while basing our- 
selves solidly upon basic Marxist- 
Leninist definitions of class, race, and 

nation, and their interrelationships, 
we must also be aware of the fact 
that the specific American conditions 
considerably mould and distort these 
factors among the Negro people. 
They even change the structure of 
the classes, and they give the nation 
a special contour. In noting these 
specific American features, however, 
we must be careful not to fall into 
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the ever-present danger of American 
exceptionalism, an error which would 
lead us falsely to conclude that the 
American Negro question is unique 
and without parallel elsewhere. This 
basic mistake would gravely dis 
orient our Party. 

Below are considered in outline a 
few of the most important problems 
in our Negro work, especially the 
newer ones, which should receive 
our close attention in the sense of 
the above remarks. The present 
wide discussion of the Negro ques 
tion in general in our Party is an 
indication of the need for such a 
thorough Marxist probing in order to 
put our work among the Negro peo 
ple upon a more realistic footing. 

MIGRATION OF THE 
NEGRO PEOPLE 

Particularly since World War | 
there has been a large migration of 
the Negro people away from the 
Black Belt and from the South in 
general, as we have often remarked. 
This migration has been especially 
heavy during and since World War 
II. In almost equal proportions this 
great exodus has flowed toward 
two main objectives—the cities and 
industries of the South and thos 
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of the North. During 1940-50 alone 
an estimated 1,000,000 Negroes came 
North. The dynamic forces behind 
the great migration are: a) the re- 
pellent, worsening economic and po- 
litical conditions prevailing in the 
Black Belt, and b) the attractive 
force of the great demand of the 
industries for workers during the 
wars and the preparations for new 
wars—with the supply of immigrants 
from Europe virtually cut off. 
Whether this exodus from the Black 
Belt will continue is problematical, 
basically dependent upon the eco- 
nomic situation. 
The migration has had profound 

effects upon the geographic location 
of the Negro people. Before World 
War I a large majority of American 
Negroes lived in the Black Belt, but 
now the percentage there has been 

‘ reduced to about one-third. Approxi- 
mately one-third of the Negro peo- 
ple live in Southern cities, one- 
third in the Northern cities, and one- 
third in the Black Belt plantation 
areas of the South. 
One of the most striking features 

of this big shift in the location of 
the Negro population is that it has 
greatly narrowed down the general 
Southern area in which the Negro 
people have constituted the majority 
of the population. It has reduced 
the economic base of the Negro na- 
tion as such. Whereas in 1900 there 
were 286 Negro majority counties 
and they were largely contiguous; 
by 1950 the number of such counties 
had dropped to 169, and they were 
far less in connected areas. The one- 
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time broad Negro majority region 
has not only been reduced in size, 
but it has also been considerably 
split into smaller, more detached 
areas. 
One of the major conclusions we 

have to draw from this migration 
situation relates to the use of the 
major Negro national slogan of self- 
determination. As I said in my book, 
The Negro People in American His- 
tory (page 559): “The conclusion 
to be drawn from this situation is 
not that the right of self-determina- 
tion for the Negro nation is there- 
by invalidated, as opponents assert, 
but that more extensive territorial 
reorganization will be necessary 
when the time comes and the Negro 
people determine to exercise this 
basic right.” We must be very cate- 
goric in our understanding that the 
Negro question remains a national 
question, which clearly implies the 
slogan of self-determination as our 

orientation slogan. 
We must not underestimate the 

degree of national consciousness 
among the Negro people. We must 
always remember that among the 
American Negro people national con- 
sciousness is very largely expressed 
through racial slogans—this is one 
of the specific American features of 
this national question. Also expres- 
sions of a more clearly national char- 
acter are by no means uncommon 
among the Negro people. Thus, 
very few Negroes will take it amiss 
when Tide (July 20, 1951), a lead- 
ing Negro business magazine, says 
editorially: “As a people, Negroes 
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are a nation within a nation.” 
In the past, however, we have made 

serious Leftist sectarian errors by 
advancing the slogan of self-deter- 
mination too much as a slogan of ac- 
tive agitation or even of action. We 
must give close study to this whole 
question of its relation to our general 
work. As I also said in my book 
(page 559), “The present Negro mi- 
gration northward and towards the 
Southern cities, with the consequent 
loss of majority status in many Black 
Belt counties, confronts the Negro 
people and their political allies with 
the urgent necessity of raising and 
stressing the demand for propor- 
tional representation for Negroes. 
This may develop into forms of self- 
determination.” 

At present, as Jim Crow doors 
are being pushed open or partially 
broken down in various spheres, 
there is a widespread tendency to re- 
strict Negro representation or par- 

ticipation to a token basis. Such li- 
mitations we must rigidly combat 
and insist that Negroes be given 
recognition in their full numerical 
and other strength. Of course, gen- 
erally, trade unions and similar bod- 
ies may not demand Negro places 
proportionally on committees, etc., 
in a formal manner, but the question 
of proportional representation must 
nevertheless be kept in mind. 

URBANIZATION OF THE 
NEGRO PEOPLE 

In the very important migration 
of the Negro people during the past 
four decades the Negro masses, of 
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course, have been not merely chang. 
ing their locality, but also their oc- 
cupation. Substantially, in both the 
South and the North, they have 
moved from agriculture (in its most 
backward forms) into industry. Ur- 
banization has led to greatly in- 
creased strength of the Negro press 
and mass organizations, and also to 
an intensification of the national 
struggle genefally by the Negro peo- 
ple. This fact of going into indus 
try is of extreme importance in con- 
nection with the status of the Ne 
gro people and also with regard to 
our Party’s policies in Negro work. 
These are realities which our writ- 
ers on the Negro question too often 
underestimate. 
How rapidly the urbanization of 

the Negro people has taken place 
is illustrated by the fact that whereas 
in 1890, of the 7,500,000 Negroes 
at that time in the whole country, 
only 20 percent lived in urban com- 
munities; in 1950 some 65 percent 
of the 15,500,000 Negroes dwelt in 
cities and towns. In the South the 
ratio for the Negro people at present 
is that about 50 percent live in the 
cities and 50 percent in rural com- 
munities. In the North the Negro 
people are almost 100 percent city 
dwellers. 

This situation makes the Negro 
people, who only a few years ago 
were overwhelmingly an agricultural 
people, now very highly urban; 
much more so in fact than the peo 
ples in numerous capitalist count 
tries. As against the roughly 6 
66 percent of urbanization of the 
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American Negro people, the Ameri- 
can people as a whole has 64 per- 
cent of its population urban, Canada 
62, France 52, Italy 44, Japan 38, Ar- 
gentina 34, and India 17. The ur- 
banization of the Negro people is 
reflected, on the one hand, by an 
enormous growth of the Negro com- 
munities in cities and towns all over 
the country, North and South (from 
50 to 250 percent), and on the other 
hand, by a steady decline of the 
number of Negroes and of their 
percentage ratio in Southern agricul- 
ture, including the Black Belt. 
The Negro people are manifestly 

becoming an important factor indus- 
trially. The Negro ghetto com- 
modity market of today does some 
$15 billion in trade annually; but 
far more important, the Negro 
workers have broken through a host 
of Jim-Crow barriers and penetrated 
widely into industrial jobs. Although 
they are still very grossly discrimi- 
nated against in industry by being 
pressed into the unskilled categories 
and confined, as far as possible, to 
service occupations, nevertheless, 
they have come to play a very strate- 
gic role in the basic industries. Ac- 
cording to Time magazine of May 
II, 1953, Negroes are estimated to 
comprise some 11 percent of all in- 
dustrial workers. In the coal mines 
Negro workers constitute about 25 
percent of the total, in steel and auto 
about 15 percent, and in meat-pack- 
ing plants about 30 percent. In 
maritime, railroad, lumber, chemi- 

cals, and other basic industries Ne- 
groes are also a big factor in the 
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working force. There is also a very 
small Negro labor aristocracy of 
skilled workers developing; this is, 
of course, as yet only a tiny factor, 
but we must note it nevertheless. 
The urbanization of the Negro 

people, which means in practice 
largely their industrialization, radi- 
cally changes their economic outlook, 
problems, programs, demands and 
struggles. A generation or so ago, 
when 80 percent of the Negro people 
lived in the South, the great ma- 
jority under terrible share-crop con- 
ditions on the plantations, it was 
quite proper to speak of the Negro 
people as a peasant people and to 
place, as we did, the demand for 
the land as the central, all-decisive 
demand of the Negro people as a 
whole. But in the changed situation 
of the Negro people, who are now 
about two-thirds urbanized, it is in- 
correct to do so today. 
The breakup of the plantation sys- 

tem and the distribution of land to 
the land-starved Negro agricultural 
laborers and sharecroppers is still the 
most vital single economic demand 
of the Negro people in the South. 
We must not underestimate the tre- 
mendous importance for the whole 
Negro people of the completion of 
the bourgeois revolution in the 
South. But we must also clearly 
realize that the majority of the Ne- 
gro people in the United States are 
turning their economic attention to 
demands characteristic of an indus- 
trial people—on the workers’ side 
for better wages, shorter hours, so- 
cial insurance, the right to organ- 
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ize, etc—always bearing in mind the 
special Negro aspects of these ques- 
tions. In the latter respect, the or- 
ganization of the workers in South- 
ern industry into trade unions is a 
matter of the most decisive impor- 
tance for the Negro people. Our 
Party’s policy must reflect these 
changing economic interests of the 
Negro people, as well as their al- 
tered political status. 

CHANGED CLASS 
COMPOSITION 

Migration and urbanization (in- 
dustrialization) and hastening class 
differentiation have profoundly 
changed the class composition of the 
Negro people. Four decades ago the 
Negro people, with four-fifths of 
their number in the South—the great 
mass on plantations—was made up 
overwhelmingly of virtual peasants, 
and the industrial working class, 
petty bourgeoisie, and bourgeoisie 
were relatively tiny. Whereas now, 
with two-thirds of the Negro people 
living in cities, South and North, 
the whole class situation has drasti- 
cally altered. All the Negro classes 
characteristic of capitalism—working 
class, middle class, and capitalist 
class—have grown rapidly; whereas 
the peasantry has declined heavily 
percentagewise. 

But these expanding classes of the 
Negro people have by no means 
grown at a uniform rate. This is also 
a matter of extreme importance 
to consider in working out policy for 
our work among the Negro people. 
Obviously, the Negro working class 
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has grown and is growing the most 
rapidly. The middle class is also ex- 
panding—Negro college enrollment 
in 1950 was up 2500 percent over 
1930 (Tide, July 20, 1951). The bour- 
geoisie is also growing. But the pro- 
letariat is growing fastest of all. 
This is because the workers are less 
confined economically by the walls 
of the ghetto than are the other 
classes. The workers have won the 
right to work, although by no means 
fully, in many of the white man’s 
industries; whereas the Negro pro 
fessionals, although increasing in 
numbers and slowly breaking their 
way into society at large, are still 
largely confined to a Negro ghetto 
clientele. The Negro bourgeoisie, 
which is mainly a petty bourgeoisie 
by general standards, is still the most 
confined of all the classes to the 
ghetto. It, too, is expanding with 
the growth of the Negro communi- 
ties, but it is hedged about with 
greater limitations than either of the 
other classes, being practically barred 
from the great national industries. 
The inevitable result of urbani- 

zation and industrialization, with its 
consequent class differentiation, will 
be to sharpen up the class antago- 
nism of the Negro workers against 
the white bourgeoisie in all fields. 
There will also be—a minor factor— 
an increase in class antagonisms 
within the ranks of the Negro peo 
ple. This will be true despite the 
fact that today the great mass of Ne 
gro workers are employed by white 
capitalists. This factor is still rela 
tively minor, but it is one that 

reliab 
front 
This 
the p 
been 
great 
tion 
tung. 
work: 
of th 

Cer 
ally t 
er of 

hot ¢ 

for it 
decid. 



most 

SO €x- 
Iment 
over 

bour- 
¢ pro- 
f all. 
e less 
walls 
other 

mn the 

means 
man’s 
> pro 
ig in 

their 
e still 
ghetto 
eOisie, 
Zeoisic 
> most 
‘o the 
+ with 
muni- 

- with 
of the 
barred 
stries. 
irbani- 
vith its 
n, will 
antago- 
against 

fields. 
actor— 
onisms 

rO peo 
ite the 

of Ne- 
/ white 

ill rela 
that is 

bound to grow in importance with 
the development of the respective 
classes. One of our major tasks will 
be, while actively defending the class 
interests of the Negro workers, at 
the same time to maintain the na- 
tional unity of the Negro people as 
a whole. 

LEADING ROLE OF 
NEGRO PROLETARIAT 

As the Communist Party Program 
indicates, the national front of the 
Negro people against Jim Crowism 
and the other special national perse- 
cutions to which they are subjected, 
and as far as possible the front 
against McCarthyism and war, must 
be broad enough to include all 
classes — workers, peasants, middle 
class and bourgeoisie. To realize and 
act upon this basis is of the most 
elementary importance. Another 
thing we must never forget is that, 
in the fight of the oppressed peoples 
all over the world the only basically 
reliable force to lead the national 
front of the people is the proletariat. 
This is one of the great lessons of 
the period of imperialism, and it has 
been taught again and again by such 
great leaders on the national ques- 
tion as Lenin, Stalin, and Mao Tse- 
tung. It applies also to the Negro 
working class in the national front 
of the American Negro people. 
Certain factors are necessary actu- 

ally to make the proletariat the lead- 
tr of the national struggle. It can- 
hot come about merely by wishing 
for it, talking about it, or formally 
deciding it. One important factor 
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in bringing about the necessary 
worker leadership is the growth in 
size of the working class. This con- 
dition is being met by the rapid ex- 
pansion of the Negro proletariat. 
Another factor is that the working 
class must strengthen its position in 
industry and the unions. This also is 
taking place—the Negro workers are 
less confined than formerly to purely 
service occupations and have be- 
come a real industrial proletariat. 
Still another factor necessary for 
proletarian leadership is that the 
workers in all Negro organizations 
and elsewhere bring their ideas and 
problems to the fore and in this 
way strengthen the whole fight of 
the Negro people. This, too, is taking 
place to a much larger degree than 
we are commonly aware of. But all 
this will not avail without a solid 
building of the Communist Party 
in the ranks of the Negro people. 
We have at least one dramatic ex- 

ample of the Negro workers exer- 
cising a leading role among the Ne- 
gro people. This was with regard to 
the trade union question. It is a 
matter of knowledge that for many 
years, due to the Jim-Crow policy 
of the trade unions, the large ma- 
jority of the bourgeois and petty- 
bourgeois leaders of the Negro peo- 
ple took an anti-union position. 
They urged emphatically that Negro 
workers should not join the trade 
unions. But the latter never really 
shared this position. They contin- 
ued to press for admission into the 
unions. Not only did they finally 
succeed in this objective—to the ex- 
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tent that there are now at least 
1,500,000 Negro workers in the un- 
ions—but in doing this they drasti- 
cally changed the line and policies 
of the whole Negro leadership on 
this vital question. This is an ex- 
ample of what we mean by the lead- 
ing role of the proletariat. 
Undoubtedly at this time the Ne- 

gro workers are coming forward as 
a leading force in the Negro lib- 
eration movement, but as yet they 
are far from being dominant. The 
petty-bourgeoisie and bourgeoisie are 
still its leaders. It is our Party’s 
task, within the framework of Na- 
tional Negro unity, to develop all 
the leadership potentialities and op- 
portunities of the workers. 

ROLE OF THE NEGRO 
BOURGEOISIE 

The ghetto bourgeoisie is the tra- 
ditional bourgeoisie of the Negro 
people, with roots running back be- 
yond the Civil War. As remarked 
above, it has expanded recently with 
the general growth of the Negro 
urban communities; but it still re- 
mains a fringe bourgeoisie, blocked 
from genuine industrial expansion 
and also facing an ever-greater com- 
petition from the white bourgeoisie 
for the increasingly important Negro 
market. The one-time widely held 
dream of Negro nationalists to build 
up a rounded-out Negro economy 
has proved illusory and has been 
abandoned. 
One of the most marked character- 

istics of the present situation of the 
Negro people is that the Negro bour- 
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geoisie is under heavy, unprecedented 
attack from the rival imperialist 
white bourgeoisie. What is involved 
in this struggle is the control of the 
Negro national market (with $15 bil. 
lion yearly) and the political domi- 
nation of the Negro people. It is 
necessary that we give close study 
to all the ramifications of this 
struggle. 
The imperialist capitalists, for the 

more effective penetration of the 
Negro market, which is largely one 
of retail trade, are using a variety 
of means. They are setting up con- 
nections with the important Negro 
banks and insurance companies; 
they are establishing chain stores 
with Negro managers in the ghet 
toes; and they are advertising heavily 
in the Negro press. Sylvia Porter 
in the N. Y. Post (Dec. 3, 1954) 
states that Wall Street hopes for 
one billion yearly in Negro invest 
ments. The imperialists are trying 
not only in some cases to extermi 
nate the Negro bourgeoisie, but also 
largely, if not mainly, to change its 
character—to make it organically de 
pendent upon the imperialist bour- 
geoisie. These trends for white con 
trol have a direct historical relation 
ship to the earlier white penetration 
of Negro organizations and move 
ments, but the latter were directed 
more towards securing political com 
trol over the Negro masses thanf! 
the direct conquest of the national 
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Lenin in his famous colonia 

theses at the second congress of the 
Communist International, held in 
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dented | 1920, pointed out how the imperialist nant ones in the Negro bourgeoisie 
srialist { bourgeoisie in the colonial countries and petty bourgeoisie, but they are 
volved | undertakes to control and dominate the most dangerous in the ranks of 
of the J the national bourgeoisie and fre the Negro people. And they are 
15 bil J quently succeeds. Later on, in the definitely on the increase. We, there- 
domi. special conditions prevailing in fore, must not ignore them, but on 
It is] China, Mao Tse-tung characterized the contrary, must carefully evalu- 
study } this corrupted section of the na- ate and combat them. They provide 

f this} tional bourgeoisie as the comprador much of the economic and political 
bourgeoisie. In all colonial and semi- base for the considerable body of 

for the § colonial countries of Asia, Africa,and apologists for the American Jim- 

of the f Latin America this tendency is to be Crow system that has grown up in 
ly one f found. Undoubtedly, there are also recent years among Negro intellec- 
variety J such tendencies being cultivated tuals—those who take the shameful 
ip conf among the Negro people in the position that “things are not so bad 

Negro J United States by the big bourgeoisie, for the Negroes in the United States.” 
panies; J even though, of course, they are not The latest disgraceful example of 

stores Ja colonial people. Important Negro this tendency was Rep. Adam Clay- 
> ghet- § papers such as the Amsterdam News, ton Powell at the Bandung confer- 
heavily § Pittshurgh Courier, the Chicago De- ence. 
Porter | fender, and especially Ebony, are al- © The Negro bourgeoisie generally 

, 1954) § ready so full of advertisements of the is not revolutionary; it is not aiming 
es forfbig imperialist outfits for automo- consciously at the national liberation 
invest. f biles, electrical appliances, cigarettes, of the Negro people—although such 
trying | whiskey, food products, etc., as to be help as it may give to the struggle 

xtermi- § practically dependent upon them. Sig- can objectively have this effect. The 
yut alsofnificantly, this trend is among the time was, however, when the Ne- 
nge its most Republican, most conservative gro bourgeoisie, although very small, 
ally de § wing of the Negro press. Interesting- was militantly revolutionary, during 
t bour-fly, these journals frequently polemize the Abolitionist fight, during the 
ite con-fagainst the so-called ghetto bour- Civil War, and during the Recon- 
elation- § geoisie as stand-patters, because of the struction period. The Negro bour- 
etrationflatter’s “pro-segregation” tendencies. geoisie may possibly become so again 
| move BEbony attacks them sharply and fre- with the further increase of the fas- 
directed quently as having vested interests in cist danger and the sharpening of the 
cal con-§Negro segregation. In analyzing the attacks against the Negro people. 
»s thangNegro bourgeoisie, however, we In general its present outlook is re- 

have to bear in mind its pronounced _ formist. 
American specific features. As a whole the Negro people con- 

colonialf The above tendencies to accept stitute a very important section of 
s of theffthe controls of the imperialist bour- the democratic, peace-loving forces 
held in §gt0isie are at present not the domi- of the American people—despite 
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conservative and reactionary ele- 
ments in their ranks. On the ques- 
tion of peace, although there are 
numerous Negro red-baiters, Soviet- 
haters and warmongers, these by no 
means exercise such a decisive influ- 
ence among the Negro people as do, 
for example, the pro-war bureau- 
crats in the labor movement. The 
support of the bipartisan war poli- 
cies by Negro leaders, even among 
the bourgeoisie, is by no means as 
widespread, aggressive, and uncon- 
ditional as that in corresponding 
white circles. As many of our writ- 
ers have pointed out, their support 
is but a wavering one. Very often 
their attitude is one of silence on for- 
eign issues and of obvious sympathy 
for the peoples either threatened by 
or under the heel of American im- 
perialism. They distinctly have a 
fellow-feeling with the oppressed 
peoples of Asia and Africa. On the 
question of fascism, notwithstanding 
their opportunists, the Negro people 
are in the forefront of the opposi- 
tion—a Negro fascist would be al- 
most a contradiction in terms. On 
the general questions of economic 
and political reforms, the leadership 
of the Negro people, in the press and 
elsewhere, generally takes a construc- 
tive position. 

In the matter of equal rights for 
Negroes, the Negro people naturally 
display their greatest unity and pro- 
gressive spirit. The fight against Jim 
Crow is the deepest expression of 
their national feelings. Even the 
most unreliable comprador elements 
among the bourgeoisie and _petty- 
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bourgeoisie in their own slippery 
manner take some part in the fight 
against the most outrageous features 
of Jim Crowism. Thus Ebony, 
which is on the extreme right, never- 
theless, bitterly assails many aspects 
of Jim Crow. Negro conservatives 
take this stand of at least partial 
opposition because, betray as they 
may, as Negroes they cannot escape 
personally the whips and scorpions 
of Jim Crow. Here the racial factor 
is a decisive element in determining 
their attitude. 
The substance of all the foregoing 

is that the Communist Party Pro 
gram is correct in proposing to unite 
the Negro people as a whole, includ- 
ing the bourgeoisie and petty-bour- 
geoisie, in the broad Negro-white 
coalition, “to join hands in a com 
mon fight against the ravages of eco- 
nomic depression, against the menace 
of McCarthyism, for jobs, peace, 
equal rights, and democracy.” It : 
among our most basic tasks to help 
realize this Negro national unity 
in the highest degree possible, joint- 
ly with other democratic forces inj 
the vitally important national elec; 
tions of 1956. 

In carrying out this Negro nati 
unity policy we must bear thr 
propositions in mind: 

1) We must work for the leader 
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oppose the treacherous comprador 
element in the ranks of the Negro 
people. That is, we have to, on pain 
of disaster to our Party’s work and 
to the Negro struggle, avoid both 
the Right danger of following un- 
critically after the Negro bourgeoisie, 
which would lead us into the swamp 
of reformism, and therewith of impe- 
rialism; and also the “Left” sectarian 
danger of refusing to cooperate with 
the Negro bourgeoisie in general, 
which would tend to isolate us from 
the masses. Both the Right and 
“Left” dangers are now present in 
our work, and we must fight on two 
fronts against them. 

RACIAL FACTOR IN FIGHT 
FOR NEGRO LIBERATION 

One of the long-time and most 
persistent weaknesses in our Negro 
work is our failure to take into full 
consideration the racial factor in the 
fight of the Negro people. Such 
neglect is both harmful and danger- 
ous, as it greatly confuses and weak- 
ens our Negro work. This mistake 
must be corrected. 
The Negro question is funda- 

mentally a national question, and 
we must never lose sight of this 
elementary reality. But it is a na- 
tional question with a strong racial 
factor in it, and it is important also 
to bear this fact in mind. In history 
there have been many examples of 
oppressed nations where the question 
of race did not enter into the pic- 
ture. Among such examples, we may 
mention the Irish under the British, 

the Poles under the Tsarist Great 
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Russians, the French Canadians un- 

der the English Canadians, and the 
Koreans under the Japanese. When 
the question of race occurs, as with 
the American Negro people, the na- 
tional oppression is greatly deep- 
ened, sharpened, and complicated. 
Here I shall not attempt to define 
the concept of “race,” as that has 
been done adequately, I believe, 
in my books, The Negro People in 
American History (pp. 473-475) and 
Outline Political History of the 

Americas (pp. 553-571): 
The terms “race” and “nation” are 

not mutually exclusive, as some of 
our writers on the Negro question 
seem to think. On the contrary, in 
the situation of the American Negro 
people, they are very much inter- 
locked and interrelated, and it is very 
necessary that we do not confuse 
them. The racial element has long 
been practically ignored by us, espe- 
cially in a theoretical sense. This is 
a serious error, for the question of 
race is important. Without the racial 
factor Negro national oppression 
never could have assumed the par- 
ticularly horrible aspects that it has 
in the United States. It is absurd to 
analyze the Negro question if the 
racial angle is ignored or denied, as 
is so often the case. 

Except for the racial aspect, spe- 
cifically the color question, it would 
have been impossible to make slaves 
of the Negro people in the first place. 
The continuance of slavery over the 
centuries also would not have been 
possible. And at the present time, 
without the race element, the main- 
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tenance of compulsory ghettoes and 
the whole Jim-Crow system could 
not be kept up. Also the ratio of 
absorption of the Negro people into 
the general mass of the American 
population would proceed at a much 
more rapid rate than is now the 
case. The question of race affects 
every phase of the Negro national 
question. One of its most important 
effects is that in the face of the 
Jim-Crow system, it provides a tre- 
mendous bond of solidarity among 
the oppressed Negro people. It 
forces everyone with even the slight- 
est discernible trace of Negro de- 
scent under the dual persecution of 
the Jim-Crow system. It is a factor 
that makes even Negro pro-imperial- 
ist betrayers of the basic interests 
of the Negro people give some sort 
of grudging support to elementary 
anti-Jim Crow reform measures, as 
the color bar hits them too, and they 
cannot escape it as individuals, no 
matter how rich or servile they may 
become. 
The question of race bears down 

so heavily upon the Negro people 
that overwhelmingly, they consider 
it the basic problem they confront, 
practically ignoring all the elemen- 
tary considerations of Negro nation- 
hood. And perhaps 99 per cent 
of the American people have the 
same opinion—that the Negro ques- 
tion is purely a racial matter. Al- 
though we Communists have over 
recent years played down the ques- 
tion of race, it is a fact neverthe- 

less that our main practical slogans 

in this general field are anti-racist 
in character—that is, those relating 
to the fight against white chauvin- 
ism. 

At this point a sharp word of 
warning is necessary if mistakes are 
to be avoided regarding the element 
of race. We must not, in dealing 
with the racial factor, use it as some 
sort of substitute for the national 
question. This is the course of the 
reformists and it has nothing in com. 
mon with the policy of the Commu- 
nist Party. We must, in analyzing 
class and racial factors in the Ne- 
gro question, understand above all 
that the Negro question in its es 
sence is basically a national ques 
tion. 

In the early days of our Party, in- 
heriting the previous wrong line of 
the Socialist Party, we erroneously 
considered the Negro question to 
be simply a class question. A few 
years later, we came to consider it 
to be primarily a racial question. Still 
later we got to understand it as a 
national question, but in doing this 
we unwisely discarded almost alto 
gether considerations of the racial 
factor. This was a mistake which 
we must now correct; otherwise we 
cannot have a sound Negro policy. 
We must understand and deal with 
the Negro question in its three-fold 
complexity—as a class question, a 
racial question, and overall, a ne 
tional question. We cannot discard 
any one of these three factors with- 
out falling into theoretical and prac 
tical confusion. 
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THE FIGHT AGAINST 
WHITE CHAUVINISM 

White chauvinism, the ideological 
basis of Jim Crowism and of the 
super-exploitation of the Negro peo- 
ple, is a deadly political disease 
which must be resolutely fought. It 
is idle to think of accomplishing 
basic and lasting results for and with 
the Negro people unless at the same 
time a struggle is waged against 
this ideological poison. One of the 
very best achievements of our Party 
is precisely the fight that it has 
made over the years and is making 
today against white chauvinism. In 
this respect the Communist Party 
stands far in the forefront of all 
other general organizations in this 
country. Our Party’s fight against 
white chauvinism is one of the ma- 
jor expressions of its fundamental 
Marxist-Leninist character. 
The greatest menace we have to 

be on guard against in this respect 
is the Right danger. This is the fail- 
ure or refusal in general to fight 
against white chauvinism under one 
pretext or another. Such a failure 
is the mass weakness on the ques- 
tion, and as we know, this weakness 
frequently goes to the extreme among 
white workers of actively practicing 
white chauvinism. Then there is 
also the negative fact, illustrating 
the deep extent of white chauvinism 
among the American people, that 
there are more than a few traces of 
white chauvinism even in our own 
ranks, although our Party is far in 
advance of other organizations as 
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to being free of this poison. The 
fight against white chauvinism is one 
we must make constantly, not only 
among the white masses, but also 
in our own Party. The Negro peo- 
ple expect our Party to be clean 
of poisonous white chauvinism and 
to set an example in this respect. 

There is also the “Leftist” danger, 

which can do grave damage too in 
the fight against white chauvinism. 
We had a big dose of this deviation 
during the past few years. This was 
mainly the tendency to separate the 
fight against white chauvinism from 
the struggle for equal rights for the 
Negro people—that is, to restrict the 
anti-chauvinist fight to a sort of 
inner-Party campaign. This mistake 
was expressed ideologically by the 
general idea that our Party was un- 
able to fight for Negro rights until 
it first cleansed itself completely of 
all traces of white chauvinism. This 
was a dangerously sectarian notion, 
which was intensified by certain 
Negro bourgeois nationalist tenden- 
ices that were also present. Such sec- 
tarianism can only lead our Party 
into distorted and fantastic concep- 
tions of white chauvinism and under- 
mine our fight against it, cripple the 
Party’s mass struggle for Negro 
rights, and weaken its influence 
among the Negro masses—all of 
which this “Leftist” mistake did in a 
very marked manner. In correcting 
this glaringly wrong policy, how- 
ever, some have hopped to the other 
harmful extreme, to the Right, of 
slackening in general the fight 
against white chauvinism. 
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In the matter of the fight against 
white chauvinism three important 
considerations, closely related, should 
be restressed. The first is that the 
fight against white chauvinism must 
be greatly strengthened, both without 
and within our Party; the second is 
that the only way this struggle can 
be waged effectively is on the basis 
of a mass fight for Negro rights, a 
fight which must be greatly stepped 
up on all fronts. Without a fight at 
the same time for Negro rights, the 
fight against white chauvinism be- 
comes empty. The third considera- 
tion is that the struggle for Negro 
rights and against white chauvinism 
must go ahead simultaneously, it be- 
ing impossible to separate the two 
aspects of the one general struggle 
for Negro liberation without falling 
into the most serious Right oppor- 
tunist and “Left” sectarian errors. 
The supreme thing we must under- 
stand is to increase drastically our 
general fight for Negro equality in 
all fields and to tie in skillfully with 
this a relentless struggle against 
every manifestation of white chauvi- 
nism. 

ON THE QUESTION OF 
THE RECENT REFORMS 

During the past dozen years, and 
especially in the period since the end 
of World War II, the Negro people 
and their white allies have won a 
number of reforms in their fight 
against the outrage of Jim Crowism. 
These reforms have been advertised 
all over the world as marking the 
virtual ending of Jim-Crow persecu- 
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tion in the United States. This is a 

gross misrepresentation. At most the 
reforms have merely blunted some 
of the most jagged edges of the Jim- 
Crow system. The Negro people re- 
main grossly discriminated against 
in industry, in politics, in law, in the 
arts, in housing, in travel, and in 

every other phase of American life, 
In every case it will be seen that 

the relief granted to the Negro peo 
ple by these reforms is but partial, 
and that even this partial relief is at 
best uncertain and precarious. While 
it is a fact that there have been no 
public lynchings during the past 
three or four years, it is also a fact 
that there continue many brutal 
shootings of Negroes in the South 
and elsewhere, and police violence 
against Negroes is a crying evil all 
over the country. It is also true that 
there has been a partial desegrega- 
tion of the army, but nevertheless 
Negro soldiers are still abused in the 
South, few Negroes reach the status 
of officers* and subtle forms of discri- 
mination prevail through all branches 
of the armed services. Also in recent 
years, because of trade union action, 
Negroes have had some better access 
to jobs in industry, including the 
skilled trades; but they are still 
heavily discriminated against. The 
old rule of the last to be hired and 
the first to be fired still generally ap- 
plies to their situation. 
There is, it is true, also a tendency 

* Defense SS ey statistics (N. Y. Times, 
April 24, 1955) show that although enlisted Ne 

soldiers amount to 13.7% of the total in the 
Krmy, Negro officers account for only 2.9% of 
Army officers. In the Navy, Air Force and Marines 
Negro officers amount to less than 1% of the toul. 
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to put up occasional Negroes as can- 
didates on Republican and Demo- 
cratic tickets; but this is still only on 
a token basis, with the Negro people 
falling far short of being propor- 
tionately represented. The decision 
of the U.S. Supreme Court calling 
for desegregation of the schools is 
very important; but this order is 
very far from being enforced, es- 
pecially in the South. The same limi- 
tations are also to be seen with re- 
gard to such advances as the Negro 
people have been able to make 
against the Jim Crow barriers in the 
arts, in the theater, in sports, etc. 
In evaluating these reforms we 

must beware of two dangers—the 
“Leftist” danger, which would un- 
derestimate them and sweep them 
away as of no real importance, and 
the Right danger which, overestimat- 
ing them, would hail them as virtu- 
ally signalizing the end of the Jim- 
Crow system. One thing we must 
be careful about is to evaluate these 
gains, limited though they may be, 
as the Negro people understand and 
feel them, which is that they are im- 
portant. It is easy for whites, who 
do not feel personally the terrors, 
injuries, and humiliations of the hor- 
tible Jim-Crow system, to brush the 
reforms aside. But it is a fact that, 
despite all the shortcomings of such 
reforms, the Negroes hail every alle- 
viation, however small, of the rigors 
of the Jim-Crow system. For ex- 
ample, they rightly saw it as a real 
victory for the Negro people when 
Marian Anderson was able to sing 
in the Metropolitan Opera House, 

STRUGGLE FOR NEGRO RIGHTS 33 

the first Negro to appear there dur- 
ing its 70 years of existence—not- 
withstanding the fact that gross dis- 
crimination against Negroes still pre- 
vails in this and other cultural in- 
stitutions. 

Such concessions as they have won, 
far from satisfying the Negro peo- 
ple, distinctly encourage and spur 
them on in their determination to 
fight for more. This is as it should 
be. The Communist Party must let 
no opportunity pass to cultivate and 
strengthen this fight of the Negro 
people. It should re-double its ef- 
forts in this direction, and it should 
combat all tendencies to self-satisfac- 
tion and to rest upon our oars. 

In relation to the situation of the 
American Negro people perhaps the 
most favorable development is the 
growing feeling of friendliness of 
whites for Negroes that is to be ob- 
served. This is noticeable in the bet- 
ter relation between white and Ne- 
gro workers in industry and in the 
unions, in the friendly reception 
given to pioneer Negro students in 
various Southern Jim-Crow colleges, 
in the mass heroizing of Negro ball 
players, and the like. While hailing 
these gradually improving personal 
relations, we must never minimize 
the remaining deepseated and wide- 
spread white chauvinism which, as 
we well know, infects the white peo- 
ple and is quite capable of flaring up 
into terrible race riots and lynchings. 
This poisonous white chauvinism 
we must fight ceaselessly. 

In speaking to the Negro masses 
regarding the anti-Jim-Crow reforms 
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which they have won in recent years, 
there are two things that we must 
make clear. The first of these is that 
these reforms have been relatively 
superficial and have not struck at 
the heart of the Jim-Crow system. 
And the second thing to warn 
against is that even these limited 
reforms are in a very precarious situ- 
ation in view of the dangerous state 
of reaction in this country and con- 
sequently they must be defended 
militantly by the Negro people and 
their white allies as a basic and most 
vital part of the general defense of 
civil rights. The Program of the 
Communist Party does a great serv- 
ice in stressing the threatened situa- 
tion of the Negro people and the im- 
perative necessity for an active fight 
for the defense and improvement 
of their conditions. 

In the Black Beit of the South the 
Negro agricultural population, be- 
sides being deeply impoverished, is 
also in an increasingly unstable eco- 
nomic situation. Certain long term 
tendencies are at work there against 
the Negro people. One of these has 
been the tremendous expansion of 
the cotton industry—at least 15 times 
over—since 1865. This expansion has 
in the main gone to the West, to the 
rich lands of Texas, Oklahoma, Ari- 
zona, New Mexico, and California, 
where the Negroes are a lesser fac- 
tor—leaving the bulk of the Negro 
cotton producers in the less produc- 
tive Black Belt. Mechanization, 
which is already playing an import- 
ant role in cotton production, also 
works against the Negro farmers, 
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sharecroppers, and laborers because 
they are unable to buy the tractors, 
cotton-pickers and other expensive 
machines. In the case of a severe 
economic crisis all this could work 
out disastrously for the Negro cotton 
producers, as the less productive 
Black Belt would be hit with cata- 
strophic force. 
The position of the Negro work- 

ers in industry, both in the South 
and the North, is also particularly 
precarious. The “prosperity” of the 
past few years that has attracted so 
many of the workers into the indus 
trial areas is largely based on sand. 
Although Negro workers have se 
cured a certain status on the job 
seniority lists, they are as a group 
disproportionately at the bottom. 
They are still basically discriminated 
against in both hiring and firing. 
During the great economic crisis of 
1929-33 the ratio of the Negroes to 
the white unemployed was about 
two to one, and in another economic 
crisis it would probably also again 
approach this ratio. In the present 
army of 4,000,000 unemployed the 
Negroes constitute decidedly more 
than their proportion in the working 
class. The looming danger of an eco 
nomic crisis is a deadly threat to the 
great body of the workers as a whole, 
but it is doubly so in the case of Ne 
gro workers. It would more than 
wipe out such slight economic gains 
as the Negro workers have made in 
recent years. It could also tend oF 
reverse the migration tendency and ft 
force large numbers of Negroes back 
to the Southern Black Belt. 
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ton § cally the growth of strong fascist 
ctive } trends in this country is a deadly 
cata- | threat to the meager and stunted 

democratic liberties of the Negro 
vork- § people. For American history teaches 
‘outh §f the clear lesson that any reactionary 
ilarly fj force which menaces the liberties of 
€ the §f all the people, as in the case of fas- 
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‘nated § the National Association for the Ad- 
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about | Party must doubly warn the Negro 
nomic | people against illusions that the ex- 
again } Ploiters will voluntarily give up the 

sresent | Jim-Crow system which, as Victor 
~d the |Perlo estimates, brings them in 
- more Yearly at least four billion dollars in 
orking | per-profits. The situation demands 
an eco | that our Party multiply its efforts in 
-to the Pthe fight for the fullest economic, 
whole, } Political and social equality for the 

of Ne- | Negro people. 
e than | Curiously enough, even some of 

the recent reforms the Negro people 
have won carry a threat to certain 
Negro national institutions. Thus, 

which was pioneered by the 
mmunist Party, has had a cata- 
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strophic effect upon the leading Ne- 
gro baseball leagues by depriving 
them of their best stars and thou- 
sands of their patrons. By the same 
token, the Supreme Court’s decision 
on school desegregation will eventu- 
ally radically change the elaborate 
system of Negro schools and colleges 
in the South by bringing into them 
considerable numbers of white stu- 
dents. Other Negro organizations 
will also be affected by these new 
trends, which we must note and 
study. 

PRESSURE OF WORLD 
DEMOCRATIC FORCES 

Now we must confront one of the 
most complex aspects of the present 
situation of the Negro people in the 
United States. This is to determine 
just how and why the Negro people 
have been able during the past dozen 
years to win the recent limited re 
forms after fighting in vain for them 
through many decades. Obviously, 
the first phase of the answer to this 
question is that the Negro people 
themselves have greatly broadened 
and stepped up their anti-Jim Crow 
fight during recent years. They have 
been enabled to do this because of 
various factors. 
By moving into the cities in mil- 

lions they have become an effective 
election force, notably in the stra- 
tegic states of the North. By joining 
the unions in masses they have 
enormously and favorably increased 
their cooperative contacts with white 
workers—the million-and-a-half Ne- 
gro trade unionists are in themselves 



a powerful anti-Jim Crow force. By 
building the NAACP into a large 
and active mass organization they 
have increased their political power. 
By broadening their united front re- 
lations with various progressive 
white groups and organizations, par- 
ticularly with the progressive trade 
unions, the Negro people have 
enormously strengthened their fight- 
ing capacity. And they have fought 
actively, as above indicated, in an 
environment where great working 
masses of our people are steadily be- 
coming more understanding of, and 
friendly to, the Negro people. 
White allies of the Negro people 

in their fight for justice have vastly 
multiplied in the past decade. In all 
this struggle against Jim Crow, the 
militant pioneering role of the Com- 
munist Party has been of basic im- 
portance. Its influence, not only in 

the past, but also at present, must 
not be minimized. The Party’s cur- 
rent fight for Negro rights, for world 
peace and against fascism more 
deeply influence the masses than we 
often realize. 

The ever-increasing numbers and 
activities of the Negro people and 
their white allies undoubtedly have 
been of decisive importance in win- 
ning the concessions that the Negro 
people have secured recently. Never- 
theless, of itself, this force was not 

enough to secure these reforms. 
There is another great factor of de- 
cisive importance, which also must 
be taken into account. This is the 
tremendous pressure which in re 
cent years has been brougat to bear 
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against the American Jim-Crow sys. 
tem by the gigantic world forces of 
democracy, trade unionism, national 
colonial liberation, and socialism. 

All over the world, especially dur. 
ing and after World War II, these 
vast forces, with the workers in the 
lead, have kept up a drumfire of op- 
position and condemnation of the 
Jim-Crow persecution of the Negro 
people in the United States. This has 
been especially strong on the part 
of the great non-white peoples of 
Asia, now breaking the fetters of 
colonial slavery, who know from bit- 
ter first-hand experience the arro 
gance of white-chauvinist exploiters 
and oppressors. The condemnation 
of Jim Crow has been also severe in 
the white nations of Europe, where 
every act of oppression of the Negro 
people is vigorously condemned by 
large sections of the people. 
A powerful organizing force in 

developing this world condemnation 
of Jim Crowism has come from the 
progressive elements of the Amer: 
can Negro people—one of the great- 
est strokes in this respect being the 
publication and presentation to the 
United Nations of the famous book, 
We Charge Genocide, by such fight- 
ers as Paul Robeson, William L. 
Patterson, and Dr. W. E. B. Du 

Bois. 
The Communist Party of the 

United States has also done much 
to awaken the workers of the world 
to the injustice inflicted upon the 
Negro people in this country. And 
in the great colonial and semi-colo 
nial lands, in the countries of pe 



of op- 
f the 

Negro 
‘is has 
» part 
les of 
rs of 
m bit- 

arro- 
loiters 

nation 
rere in 

where 
Negro 
ed by 

ree in 

nation 
ym. the 
Ameri- 
> great: 

ng the 
to the 

ple’s democracy and socialism, and 
in the capitalist nations of Europe, 
the outstanding leaders of the cam- 
paign everywhere against Jim Crow- 
ism, are the respective Communist 
Parties. 
American imperialism, despite all 

its strength and arrogance, has had 
to pay real attention to this powerful 
international condemnation of Jim 
Crowism. For it has proved disas- 
trous to Wall Street’s pretensions of 
democracy, pretensions which are 
indispensable for its program of im- 
perialist aggression. It is a matter 
of common knowledge that every- 
where the agents of American im- 
perialism go they are highly embar- 
rassed and seriously impeded by the 
taunts and protests of the various 
peoples against the outrageous man- 
ner in which Negroes are abused 
and mistreated in the United States. 
Jim Crow has turned out to be a 
millstone around the neck of the 
Wall Street would-be world con- 
querors. While the Jim-Crow system 
stands out so flagrantly in the United 
States, Wall Street’s pretensions of 
being the world champion of democ- 
racy are patently absurd, and its pro- 
gram of establishing its international 
domination is made much more dif- 
ficult. 
Consequently, the imperialists have 

had to do something about the mat- 
ter. This has taken the form of eas- 
ing up a bit on some of the worst 
features of Jim Crowism. Undoub- 
tedly international embarrassment 
for American imperialism over the 
Jim-Crow system has been and still 
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is a most powerful factor in conced- 
ing the Negroes such limited reforms 
as have recently taken place. In this 
respect the aim of the Washington 
government is not to abolish Jim- 
Crow segregation and persecution, 
but simply to smooth over some of 
its most scandalous features, so that 
it will not stand out so obnoxiously 
and be such an intolerable stench in 
the nostrils of the democratic forces 
of the world. Consideration of this 
foreign policy necessity is also the 
main reason why the government 
has sent so many pliable Negro lead- 
ers abroad to exaggerate the Negro 
reforms at home and try to convince 
the peoples of the world that things 
“aren’t so bad” for American Ne- 
groes. It is a main reason why Ralph 
Bunche was given such prominence 
as a diplomat and why C. H. Ma- 
hony, a Negro, was appointed as a 
delegate to the United Nations. The 
idea is to make it appear to the peo- 
ples of the world that the U.S. gov- 
ernment is fair to the Negro people. 
American imperialism, as a part 

of its general program of interna- 
tional aggression, has thus been com- 
pelled to adopt an apologetic attitude 
for Jim Crow. Take, for example, 
the question of the desegregation of 
the armed forces, such as it is. It 

had become virtually impossible for 
the United States to maintain Jim- 

Crow armies in Asia or Europe in 
the face of the popular opposition 
to Negro segregation. Everywhere 
the segregated American army went 
it was a living refutation to Wall 
Street’s pretenses of democracy. 



38 

Something therefore had to be and 
was done about it in the desegrega- 
tion order. By the same token, at 
least a gesture towards desegregat- 
ing the schools had become a neces- 
sity for American international pol- 
icy. And if in recent years the South- 
ern lynch mobs are not so much in 
evidence, a very considerable reason 
for this is that American imperialism 
is afraid of the deleterious effects 
abroad of lynchings in this country. 
Hence, the potential lynch gangs 
have acquired a fear that if they 
dare undertake a lynching, at long 
last the F.B.I. might possibly take 
some action against them. 
Today, erstwhile rabid Jim Crow- 

ists in many parts of the country are 
yielding a bit under the ever-present 
contention that a partial mitigation 
of Jim Crow persecution is indispen- 
sable as a matter of American foreign 
policy. The whole foreign policy 
pressure thus constitutes a very 
powerful force in winning such 
limited concessions as the Negro 
people have secured in the past few 
years. It may be remarked in passing 
that this international democratic 
pressure has also helped not little 
the general fight of the American 
masses for peace and against Mc- 
Carthyism in the United States. 
Such minor lessenings of Jim Crow 
sharpness as the imperialists are now 
conceding, while not destroying the 
Jim-Crow system, make very plau- 
sible arguments for American apolo- 
gists in Asia and Europe, who are 
striving to make it appear that dis- 
crimination and persecution against 
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Negroes in this country have ended, 
or nearly so. 
The above conclusions regarding 

the importance of the international 
factor in the fight against Jim Crow 
are borne out by the remarkable fact 
that the concessions have been made 
to the Negro people during a period 
of acute war hysteria and of rising 
fascist danger, one in which, through 
a whole spate of semi-fascist legisla- 
tion, the democratic rights of the | 
people as a whole—in the trade un- 
ions, in respect to the Communist 
Party and other Left bodies, in the 
school system, and elsewhere—have 
been seriously curtailed. In fact, the 
Negro people themselves have also 
been under a growing attack in vari- 
ous spheres. This seeming anomaly 
can be explained only upon the basis 
of the international democratic pres 
sures above-mentioned, compelling 
American imperialism to make at 
least a pretense of abolishing the 
Jim-Crow system. 

THE STRENGTHENING 
OF NEGRO REFORMISM 

During several years past, especial- 
ly in the war and post-war period, 
there has been a marked increase in 
the influence of bourgeois and social- 
reformist leaders among the Negro 
workers and other sections of the 
Negro people. Various factors have 
contributed to this—especially the 
illusions connected with the current 
false, war-made prosperity, which 
have also cultivated reformist in- 
fluences in the trade union move 
ment. But a powerful and special 
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element operating to strengthen Ne- 
gro reformism, and one that must 
not be ignored, is precisely the fact 
that the government, for the interna- 
tional policy reasons above cited, in 
making some surface concessions to 
the Negro people, has done so 
through the instrumentality of the re- 
formists. Consequently, the NAACP 
and other Negro organizations with 
reformists at their head have been 
enabled to profit hugely in prestige 
and leadership. These elements are 
thus getting credit for victories for 
which they are at best responsible 
only to a limited degree. 

Several years ago our Party recog- 
nized that the American Negro ques- 
tion had become an_ international 
issue of considerable importance. 
But we have not drawn the neces- 
sary conclusions and policies from 
this patent fact as the international 
democratic pressure has gone on de- 
veloping during the course of the 
world anti-Jim Crow struggle of re- 
cent years. One of the major con- 
sequences of this failure on our part 
is that the Negro reformists have 
thus been facilitated in reaping un- 
deserved prestige. Many of them 
have even insolently attempted to 
slander and denounce the very inter- 
national democratic forces which 
have been playing such a construc- 
tive role in the fight of the Ameri- 
can Negro people for equal rights. 
By the same token, by our failure to 
acquaint the Negro people fully with 
the great importance of the fight 
being made for them by the demo- 
cratic forces of the world, our 
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Party’s prestige has suffered accord- 
ingly. 

In this general situation the Com- 
munist Party in its Negro work faces 
a number of tasks which we, al- 
though belatedly, must take up ener- 
getically. For one thing, we must ex- 
plain to the workers and other dem- 
ocratic forces in other countries the 
very limited character of the gov- 
ernment’s anti-Jim Crow actions, 
such as the desegregation of the 
armed forces, the Supreme Court’s 
school desegregation order and the 
like. We must point out strongly 
the continuing reality of the Jim- 
Crow system. We must also stimu- 
late these international forces to con- 
tinue and intensify everywhere their 
pressure against American Jim 
Crowism. Even more important, we 
must make the American Negro 
masses fully aware of the great forces 
operating in their behalf on a world 
scale. The Negro people already are 
the most international-minded sec- 
tion of the working class and Amer- 
ican democratic forces, and they are 
highly sympathetic to the democratic 
struggles of oppressed peoples 
throughout the world. With the 
realization of the fight these world 
forces are making against Jim Crow 
the Negro people can be all the 
more readily enlisted in all phases of 
the great struggle for peace and 
democracy, both in our country and 
abroad. 

ON THE QUESTION 
OF “LEFT CENTERS” 

Naturally, the changes that have 
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been taking place in the status of 
the Negro people, especially during 
the past decade or so—urbanization, 
industrialization, the building up of 
powerful Negro mass organizations, 
the penetration of the trade unions, 
as well as the effects of the general 
economic and political situation in 
our country and throughout the 
world—carry with them certain 
necessary policy changes for us. 
These affect not only individual 
planks in our program, but also our 
organizational forms and methods 
of work. Here we can deal with only 
one of these specific questions, 
namely, the problem of the “Left 
centers,” now being so actively dis- 
cussed in our Party. 
Twenty years ago, with the Negro 

people in the North, although rapidly 
stirring, still largely isolated from the 
general mass white organizations, 
especially the trade unions, our 
Party had to concentrate its work 
upon helping create such inde- 
pendent organizations as the Na- 
tional Negro Congress. A number 
of years before that we also even 
had to give consideration to the 
question of forming Negro trade 
unions where Negro workers were 
barred from the conservative unions. 
Now, however, we face a quite 

different situation, with the North- 
ern Negro workers members en 
masse of the trade unions—both 
A. F. of L. and C.1LO.—with their 
building of the N.A.A.C.P. into a 
mass body, with their playing an 
increasingly important role in the 
Democratic Party, and with their 

entering into many other types of 
mass organizations from which they 
had hitherto been barred. Obviously, 
in such a situation it is our task to 
base our Negro work upon these 
mass organizations. A further special 
consideration to this end is the fact 
that with the heavy government per- 
secution of the Communist Party 
and all other Left and progressive 
organizations, the need is all the 
greater to ally ourselves closely with 
the masses in their organizations. Of 
course, in the South, where the Ne- 
gro masses in the industries and on 
the farms are largely unorganized, 
the problem is more complex. 

Those comrades who are placing 
all the stress upon building “Left 
centers” are not abreast of the actual 
situation prevailing among the Ne- 
gro people, especially in the North, 
and among the broad American 
masses. “Left centers,” correct 25 
years ago, may now be highly sec- 
tarian. On the other hand, we must 
not take a dogmatic, one-sided stand 
in this matter and make a fetish of 
opposition to “Left centers.” This 
could lead us into damaging op 
portunist practices. In certain cases 
—which have to be individually con- 
sidered — “Left center” organiza- 
tions and activities have to be created 
in order to carry on work otherwise 
impossible. In this respect, a very 
important need is to build a power- 
ful independent  Left-progressive 
press—and the same need exists in 
other branches of our mass work. 
The main thing to realize is that we 
must work within the mass orgat- 

and a 
we ne 
If the 
our P 
groun 
Some 
amon 
caused 
experi 

are de 
gence. 
First 

sharpe 
of the 
we mi 
to its n 

Ameri: 

this, as 
who u 
Negro 

the cur 

gTO pe 
isted s 
We 

a persy 



North, 
erican 
ct 25 
y sec- 
- must 
- stand 
rish of 
This 
ig Op 
1 cases 
ly con- 
yaniza- 
created 
verwise 
a very 
power- 
yressive 

xists in 
- work. 

that we 
organ- 

izations and not isolate ourselves in 
separate movements. This whole 
question should be concretely dis- 
cussed within the framework of cul- 
tivating work among the broad or- 
ganized workers in the North and 
among the broad unorganized masses 
in the South. 
SOME GENERAL 
CONCLUSIONS 
The foregoing Notes do not pur- 

port to present a fully rounded-out 
program or detailed tasks on the Ne- 
gro question. They do, however, 
stress a number of key matters— 
largely new problems—to which we 
have not given full consideration, 
and also some old ones, on which 
we need to do some new thinking. 
If these lessons are taken to heart 
our Party can go far to recover lost 
ground among the Negro people. 
Some of these losses, like those 
among white workers, are directly 
caused by the persecution now being 
experienced by our Party, but others 
are definitely due to our own negli- 
gence. 
First of all, we have got to greatly 

sharpen up our theoretical analysis 
of the Negro question. As Marxists, 
we must also pay special attention 
to its newer aspects and to its specific 
American features. Neglecting to do 
this, as with many of our comrades 
who undertake to speak upon our 
Negro work, means to deal not with 
he current situation among the Ne- 
gro people, but with that which ex- 
ited some years back. 
We must orient definitely upon 

a perspective of increasing struggles 
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in the future by the Negro people, 
in alliance with ever greater num- 
bers of white workers. Especially 
must we be aware of this regarding 
the 1956 national election. The Ne- 
gro people’s struggle will generally 
be provoked by sharpening economic 
and political reaction. Those who, 
in view of present reforms won by 
the Negro people, draw the conclu- 
sion that the anti-Jim-Crow fight is 
virtually won, are living in an illu- 
sion. The decisive struggle on this 
whole question still lies ahead. 
A major point in our program, 

too, must be to work constantly and 
skillfully to strengthen the leading 
role of the working class in the na- 
tional struggles of the Negro people. 
To this end, in addition to the meas- 
ures mentioned above, our Party 
should take care to develop as Ne- 
gro cadres those workers who have 
had actual experience in basic in- 
dustry and in the trade unions. 

Let us remember, too, that al- 
though the Negro masses in the 
North are playing a greatly increased 
role in the battle for Negro rights, 
the main center of struggle still lies 
in the South. Two-thirds of the Ne- 
gro people live there, and it is there 
that even the most elementary Ne- 
gro rights have to be won. That is 
where the big and bitter battles still 
have to be fought—the winning of 
the land for the landless, the secur- 
ing of jobs in industry for the work- 
ers, Negro penetration of the trade 
unions, the union organization of 
the workers in industry, the desegre- 
gation of the schools, the establish- 



42 POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

ment of civil rights generally, and 
ultimately the winning of the right 
of self-determination. The South re- 
mains the main home of the Jim- 

Crow system and also of the strug- 
gle against it. 

In the fight against white chauvin- 
ism too, we particularly must bear 
in mind that this struggle cannot 
be separated from the general fight 
for Negro rights, but must be an 
organic part of that struggle. Our 
Party suffered grave damages in loss 
of prestige and leadership because 
of the “Leftist” sectarian way we con- 
ducted this fight during the past 
several years, by our trying in prac- 
tice to single out white chauvinism 
to be combatted by itself. 

In building the national solidarity 
of the Negro people we must also 
keep in mind and always work on 
two fronts. That is, we must fight 
against the Rightist danger of tailing 
after the Negro bourgeoisie, and also 
against the sectarian danger of isolat- 
ing ourselves from the masses 
through ill-advised “Left centers” 
and other “Leftist” practices, some of 
which have been mentioned in 
passing. 

In our Party’s fight against social 
reformism, which is increasingly a 
peril to the Negro workers and to 
other masses, we must, among other 
measures, particularly pay attention 
to popularizing among Negroes the 
important and badly neglected fact 
of the vital role of the world’s work- 
ers and other democratic forces in 
the fight against American Jim 
Crowism. 

The main thing, however, that we 
must remember is that improve- 

ments in theoretical analysis and tac- 
tical measures will avail us but little 
if we do not at the same time build 
the Communist Party and greatly 
increase its activities on all fronts in 
the fight for Negro rights. Our 
slackening in this respect during the 
recent past has been the most ele. 
mentary reason for such losses as 
we have had among the Negro 
masses. Over the decades our Party 
has won for itself very much pres 
tige among the Negro people as the 
tireless, pioneering and indomitable 
fighter for their rights. But we can- 
not live on our past reputation alone; 

we must renew and strengthen this 
prestige every day in the constant 
fight for Negro equality. 

At this time, when the Commu- 
nist Party is setting out to improve 
drastically its Negro work, we could 
do no better than to pattern after 
the splendid example recently set by 
Comrade Ben Davis. Although 
locked up in prison, Ben was 
able to launch a real pioneering fight 
against Jim Crow by his battle to 
abolish Negro segregation in the 
Federal penitentiaries. This fight is 
of historic importance; its great sig 
nificance being that it expresses the 
true fighting spirit of the Commu 
nist Party, not to mention of Ben 
himself. Give us more of such bat- 
tling and the Communist Party will 
soon vastly strengthen its leading, 
fighting position among the Negro 
people. 
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