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By William Z. Foster 

Tue Bic Four conference, held in 
Geneva in July, was a major de- 
feat for the warmongers who, under 
the leadership of American imperial- 
ism, ever since the end of World 
War II, have been threatening hu- 
manity with a dreadful holocaust 
of nuclear world war. The heart 
of what took place in the conference 
was that the peoples of the world, 
after seriously checking the sabre- 
rattlers during the Korean and Indo- 
China wars and upon various other 
occasions, gave the warmakers to 
understand that they would not tol- 
erate the perspective of any such 
atomic war. It was a major victory 
for the principle of the peaceful 
co-existence of all nations, regard- 
less of the character of their internal 
regimes. For the time being at 
least, it lifted the threat of a great 
war. 
Along with this mandate against 

military warfare, Geneva likewise 
definitely implied that the cold war, 
in all its ramifications, should be 
brought to an end. For in the period 
just prior to Geneva, the peoples all 
over the world had made it quite 

Post-Geneva: The Fight for 

Peaceful Co-Existence 

clear that they were strongly op- 
posed to the insane armaments race 
and to all the gigantic financial ex- 
pense and military dangers which 

this involves. This was the basic 
mandate of Geneva: to avert the 
outbreak of a shooting war and to 
put a stop to the cold war. 

But this Geneva mandate does not 
automatically enforce itself. It has 
to be fought for by the peace-loving 
elements, against those reactionary 
forces who are opposed to most, if 
not all, of what Geneva stands for. 
Just what impact Geneva will have 
upon the history of these years will 
depend precisely upon the outcome 
of this struggle between those who 
are for and those who are against it. 
Therefore, before discussing Geneva 
more concretely, let us take a brief 
look at the major forces upon either 
side of the struggle around Geneva. 

FOR AND AGAINST GENEVA 

The great world forces making 
for the full realization of the prom- 
ise of Geneva are the common peo- 
ple—that is, the workers, farmers, 
intellectuals, small business elements 
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—of all countries; those of the capi- 
talist, as well as of the Socialist 
world. They constitute the over- 
whelming majority of the human 
race. Their whole impulse is to have 
international disputes settled peace- 
ably through negotiations. Their 
basic practical demand is for the 
peaceful co-existence of all nations. 

They are opposed to imperialist war 
and all its works. In this basic re- 
spect they are virtually immune to 
the slick pro-war propaganda of the 
imperialists. They constitute the im- 
mense and immovable rock upon 
which the world conquest plans of 
Wall Street imperialism are being 
shipwrecked. 

The second basic peace forces, 
striving to make real the spirit of 
Geneva, are the governments of the 
countries of people’s democracy and 
Socialism—the U.S.S.R., People’s 
China, and the people’s democracies 
in Europe and Asia, who speak di- 
rectly in the name of over one-third 
of humanity. In the fight for peace 
and a sane world, based upon peace- 
ful co-existence, the great advantage 
of these progressive states is that 
in this vital matter their interests 
and those of the world democratic 
masses dovetail together perfectly. 
From the ground up, these nations 
are the enemies of imperialist ag- 
gression and war. They are a strong 
steel rod strengthening the world 
peace camp, the forces that want 
to have Geneva mark the beginning 
of a world in which the dread mon- 
ster War will no longer plague hu- 
manity. Significantly allied with 

them in an active desire for peace 

are India and many of the lesser capi- 
talist states. 

_ One of the very greatest handicaps 

faced by the countries of Socialism 
and people’s democracy in establish. 
ing their new regimes over the years 
and in bringing their blessings of 
prosperity and freedom in the maxi- 
mum to their respective peoples, has 
been imperialist war. This has hung 
like a millstone about their necks, 
hamstringing their general economic 
and political development. Thus, for 
example, the Soviet Union, which 
was a backward country industrially 
when the Revolution came in Octo- 
ber 1917, was devastated by six years 
of imperialist and civil war. Then 
came the long and harsh struggle 
to build up the heavy industries, 
starting from the ground up, in or- 
der to cevelop a potential defense 
against ise rising Hitler threat. After 
this severe and protracted effort, the 
country was devastated again in 
World War II, with half of its in- 
dustry wiped out and with its agri- 
culture decimated. Over 12,000,000 
Soviet people lost their lives in the 
war. Hardly had this catastrophe 
concluded than the country again 
has had to strain its every resource 
in order to meet the urgent war 
threat that came from American im- 
perialism. The ensuing bitter struggle 
to build up a military force capable 
of defending the regime and its peo 
ple against the new aggressors, re- 
quired a super-human effort and it 
entailed much underplay of the con- 
sumers’ goods industries, the assump- 
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tion of many strict self-disciplines now largely realize that the pros- 
by the people, and the acceptance pects of their carrying through a 
of lower living standards by the world war successfully have van- 

peace 

"Capi 

licaps J masses than otherwise would be nec- ished) so that, with their huge arma- 
ialism ¥ essary. ments, they can intimidate the peo- 
iblish- Once the U.S.S.R. and the peo- ples of their own and other coun- 
years §f ple’s democracies get rid of this long- tries. Especially is all this true of 

igs of time war waste and are enabled to American imperialism, with its ob- 
maxi- § utilize their soaring production jective of world domination. This 
s, has § wholly for the improvement of the domination program Washington 

hung § living and cultural standards of the has by no means abandoned, despite 
necks, J masses, they will develop their gen- the fact that Geneva gave its war 
nomic feral well-being at a rate and upon policies and perspectives a rude de- 
us, for fa scale hitherto unknown in the feat. 
which § world. All this was why these coun- World capitalism, in the post- 
strially f tries fought so hard to bring Geneva Geneva period, finds itself in a very 
Octo- f to pass, and it is also why they are precarious position. It is increas- 

x years F working so tirelessly now to see to ingly a prey to its general crisis, 
Then fit that the conference shall produce which began to develop at the time 

ruggle | the great peace results that the masses of World War I and the Russian 
ustries, | hope for—the liquidation of the Revolution. It has lost one-third of 
in or- | threat of atomic war and the end- the world to Socialism; its colonial 

Jefense | ing of the murderous strains and ten- system, which was a great bulwark 
. After } sions of the cold war. This rapid of world capitalism, has been largely 
ort, the | development of the Socialist lands shattered as a result of the many 
ain in }will raise and inspire the fight of colonial liberation revolutions and 
its in- }the labor movement to higher and movements; its economic system 

ts agri |more effective levels in all the capi- is also sick in its most vital fibres, 
000,000 J talist countries. the present hectic capitalist “pros- 

in the} Third: the chief and most power- perity” resting primarily upon the 
strophe }ful forces opposing Geneva are the unstable basis of repairing the dam- 

again }monopoly capitalists of the world, ages and filling the commodity short- 
esource |particularly those of Wall Street. ages caused by World War II and 
nt war|They have strong interests against upon the present huge preparations 
can im-fthe perspective of peaceful co-exist- for another world war. After 
struggle fence, such as flowed from the Gen- World War I, during the 1920's, 

capablefeva conference. They require the world capitalism managed to stabi- 
its pefcold war in order to enable them lize itself partially for a few years, 
ors, f-}to reap fabulous profits from the but there is no such stabilization 
_ and it}roaring armament industries; they perspective in store for the much 
the con-|need the implied or actual threat of sicker capitalist system of today, fol- 
assump |war (even though, in the main, they lowing World War II. This does 
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not mean, however, that the graph 
made by decaying world capitalism 
is that of a direct and continuous 
decline. On the contrary, the graph 
is a zig-zag, with ups and downs, but 
going in a general downward di- 
rection. The capitalist system may 
experience periods of temporary eas- 
ing of its elementary decline, as in 
its present post-war economic spurt; 
but its basic course carries it into 
an ever deepening general crisis. 
The monopolists of the capitalist 

world, with Wall Street in the fore- 
front, have many fears regarding 
the ending of the cold war, as implied 
by Geneva. They are afraid that in- 
evitably this would entail heavy 
armaments cuts, with a consequent 
slash in their unprecedented profits, 
and they also fear that seriously re- 
duced production in this sphere 
would have catastrophic effects upon 
the present war-created “prosperity” 
in the capitalist countries. They are 
afraid, too, that if the war hysteria 
should be fully ended the capitalist 
nations, in consequence of their mul- 
titudinous contradictions in their 
economic and _ political interests, 
would take to colliding heavily with 
each other instead of with the 
“Reds”—see Turkey and Greece, 
Israel and Egypt, etc. They believe 
also that, once released from the war 
scare, organized labor, breaking with 
its present paralyzing class collabo- 
rationism, would take up a more ac- 
tive defense of basic working-class 
interests. Especially American im- 
perialism dreads that ending the 
arms race and the tensions of the 
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cold war would be disastrous to its 
fight for world mastery. Deep in 
the consciousness of the big monopo- 
lists of all capitalist countries also 
is the fear that if, by the liquida- 
tion of the cold war, the Socialist 
peoples of the world are freed from 
the crippling burdens and wastes of 
maintaining a vast military organi- 
zation in national defense, they will 
then be able to surge ahead with 
such a rapid development of mass 
well-being among their peoples as to 
have revolutionary consequences 
upon the workers and other op- 
pressed and exploited elements 
throughout the capitalist world. 
They dread the revolutionary ex- 
ample of such a demonstration of 
the effectiveness of Socialism for 
the working masses. The above con- 
siderations are some of the main 
reasons why the bulk of big capital. 
ist monopolists, notably those in the 
United States, look with such a jaun- 
diced eye upon Geneva and also 
why they must be considered and 
dealt with as the main obstacles to 
the realization of the peace hopes 
generated by that historic gather- 
ing. 

DIFFERENT REACTIONS TO THE 
GENEVA CONFERENCE 

The three broad groups described 
above have responded in character 
during the weeks that have elapsed 
since the holding of the Geneva 
conference. First, the masses of the 
people all over the world and not 
least the American people have given 
an enthusiastic welcome to the peace 
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currents expressed at Geneva. This 
has been demonstrated by the state- 

ments of the leaders and press of 

he workers’ and general peoples’ 
organizations all over the world, a 

notable exception being in the case 
of the American trade unions domi- 
aated by the clique of ultra-reaction- 
uy Meany type of misleaders, who 
ie dichard warmongers. 
One of the most striking manifes- 

ations of the almost universal popu- 
ar approval of Geneva developed 
sound the international Atoms-For- 
Peace conference, also held in Gen- 
wa, in August. The attendance at 
his oficial UN conference ran far 
xyond expectations. A strongly co- 
erative spirit animated the attend- 
ng scientists, and as they freely ex- 
changed much, if not all, of their 
collected data upon the hitherto sac- 
rosanct subject of nuclear energy, the 
whole people’s world responded ap- 
provingly. Hardly less significant, 
the mass backing behind Geneva 
was also expressed by the tremen- 
dous reception given to the exchange 
of farm delegations between the 
United States and the Soviet Union 
luring July and August. In both 
ountries this important event rose 
o the height of a broad people’s 
lemonstration for peace and for 
tiendly cooperation between the two 
ations. And at this writing the 
lisarmament conference, freighted 
vith the people’s peace hopes, is also 
meeting in an unprecedented at- 
nosphere of worldwide popular in- 
erest and concern. 
Second, the government of the 
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countries of people’s democracy and 
Socialism, fully in harmony with the 
peace spirit of the world’s working 
masses, are showing their hearty 
support of Geneva both in words 
and in concrete actions. Not only 
has the U.S.S.R. lifted practically all 
travel restrictions and issued a sweep- 
ing amnesty for political prisoners, 
but it has also announced a cut 
of 640,000 in its armed forces, to go 
into effect at the end of this year. 
And most recently it has returned 
the Porkalla base to Finland, forty 
years before its lease ran out. In the 
same spirit, that the way to disarm 
is to disarm, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 

Bulgaria, Hungary, Rumania and 
Albania have also voluntarily de- 
cided to reduce their armies by 47,- 
000, 34,000, 40,000 18,000 20,000 and 
9,000 men respectively. People’s 
China, repeatedly stating that it is 
prepared to settle amicably in con- 
ference all outstanding questions at 
issue between the U.S.A. and itself, 
has voluntarily released the much- 
mooted eleven American flyers, and 
has also agreed, in the unofficial U.S.-- 
People‘s China conference now going 
on, to allow all other Americans in 
China, some of whom are guilty 
of serious counter-revolutionary ac- 
tions against the people’s state, to 
leave the country. 
Thirdly, on the other hand and con- 

travening the people’s peace spirit, 
the Wall Street big monopolists, rep- 
resented by the Eisenhower govern- 
ment, which had to be pushed into 

the Geneva conference in the first 
place, have become distinctly alarmed 
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at the sweeping popular backing of 
Geneva among the peoples of the 
world, including the people of the 
United States. Through all their 
gigantic propaganda sources they are 
warning their allies and followers 
everywhere not to go overboard on 
Geneva. This oppositional attitude 
reached the stage where President 
Eisenhower, in his speech of August 
24th, definitely threw cold water 
upon the enthusiastic reception given 
to the Geneva conference by the 
masses everywhere. Among other 
negative attitudes, he placed impos- 

sible demands as imperative essen- 
tials for real peace. These included, 
in substance, that the people’s de- 
mocracies of Eastern Europe return 
to capitalism and that the Commu- 
nist Parties throughout the world be 

liquidated. This is the old and dis- 
credited Dulles “liberation” policy 
refurbished. It is based on the as- 
sumption that only capitalism has a 
right to exist in the world. Neither 
of these arrogant demands can or 
will be realized by Wall Street. 
On August 25th, James Reston, 

star reporter for the New York 
Times, declared that the President’s 
speech indicated: “The Eisenhower 
Administration has reached a policy 
decision to put a brake on the opti- 
mism created by the Big Four con- 
ference last month in Geneva.” John 
Foster Dulles and Vice-President 
Nixon, a few days later, also spoke 
in the same derogatory vein, each 
raising more barriers against world 
peace and expressing themselves in 
the tone of world bosses, to which 

they are so accustomed. These sey. 
eral speeches, playing down Geneva, 
were followed up on radio and tele. 
vision and in the daily press by a 
barrage of anti-Soviet propaganda, 
reminiscent of the pre-Geneva pe. 
riod. 

In the center of this, to say the 
least, unenthusiastic response to 
Geneva on the part of the United 
States government, is the key de- 
termination, expressed again and 
again by authoritative spokesmen, 
to the effect that the United States 
has no foreseeable perspective of dis- 
arming substantially. Just at the time 
when the U.S.S.R. and other Social- 
ist countries, upon their own initia- 
tive, are deeply cutting their armed 
forces, the Eisenhower Administra 
tion is letting it be known that, in 
any event, it intends to keep up and 
to increase its military strength. 
James Reston (the Times, Sept. 6th), 
summarizing the recent speech of 
D. A. Quarles, Secretary of the Air 
Force, says: “The United States was 
not thinking at all about a disarma- 
ment in which everybody would dis 
arm to the point where nobody 
would have sufficient power to wage 
a major war” instead, says he, the 
United States aims for “the retention 
of overwhelming air-atomic power.” 
Along the same line, Walter Lipp 
mann (N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Sept. 
1) in dealing with the current meet- 
ing of the United Nations disarma- 
ment commission, stated: “We are 
not proposing to disarm. We are pro- 
posing to keep our armaments, in- 
cluding atomic bombs, and what we 
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want of the Soviet Union and are 
prepared to give them in return, is 
publicity about where the armaments 
are.” 

In the furtherance of this cold war 
line, the United States government, 
the voice of Wall Street, has taken 
and is taking a number of important 
steps, among them: insistence upon 
an armed and reactionary Germany, 
to the point of attempting to sabo- 
tage the German-Soviet negotiations 
in Moscow and the October general 
conference; preparations to increase 
the United States Air Force by one- 
third; an announcement that a mili- 
tary treaty with Japan is in the 
making; Chiang Kai-shek’s counter- 
revolutionary army on Formosa is to 
be increased by ten divisions, which, 
of course, are to be equipped at 

American expense; and an an- 
nouncement of new American army 
formations of air-borne commandoes, 
made up of renegade Russians, 
Czechs, Rumanians, etc., for the pur- 
pose of eventually fighting behind 
the lines of the people’s democ- 
racies. At this time also, avowedly 
to prepare American soldiers against 
non-existent “brain-washing” by the 
Chinese “enemy,” but actually to cul- 
tivate a spirit of sadism in the armed 
forces, in the tradition of the in- 
famous “water cure” in the Amer- 
ican-Philippines war and the “bomb 
everything that moves” practice 
in the Korean war, United States 

army recruits are to be trained 
in fantastic torture methods (see the 
N. Y. Post, Sept. 7th). In the same 
general militant spirit, significantly, 
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the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, seeking to re-create an 
atmosphere in the country, has em- 
barked upon a whole series of new 
thought-control inquisitions. 
The above indicated cold war 

measures, based upon the assump- 
tion that in the future the world 
will have to face up to two world 
military camps armed to the teeth, 
is contrary to the spirit of Geneva, 
as well as to the peace will of the 
great masses of humanity all over the 
world. It also conflicts with the dis- 
armament proposals of the U.S.S.R., 
People’s China, and the people’s de- 
mocracies in general, which have re- 
peatedly declared for the abolition 
of the A- and H-bombs and for a 
progressive process of world dis- 
armament. Official U.S. policy makes 
for a continuation of the cold war, 
with the danger of a shooting war 
always lingering in the background. 
It shows definitely just what forces 
the peace-loving peoples of the world 
have to combat in order to bring 
to reality the hopes and perspectives 
of Geneva. 

The United States Government, 
however, will find itself unable to 
push through these militant cold war 
policies. First: it will confront an 
increasing demand at home from the 
mass forces making for a program 
of peaceful coexistence. These forces 
will embrace not only workers and 
other democratic elements, but also 
important sections of the bourgeoisie, 
and even of monopoly capital itself. 
This domestic opposition will more 
and more challenge the aggressive 
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policies of American imperialism in 
every field—financial, economic, po- 
litical and ideological. Second: the 
Washington proponents of the cold 
war will also have to face a stiffer 
resistance from their foreign “allies.” 
These imperialist powers, whose ba- 
sic interests conflict with those of 
United States imperialism at many 
points, will be less and less inclined 
to take orders from Wall Street and 
more inclined to follow active policies 
of their own making. The whole 
system of war alliances that the U.S. 
has so laboriously constructed will 
be increasingly weakened by internal 
dissensions and conflicts. In short, 

the same elementary forces on a 
domestic and world scale that oper- 
ated successfully at Geneva to halt 
Wall Street’s program of world 
atomic war will continue to operate 
to block its program of militant cold 
war. 

THE FIGHT TO END 
THE COLD WAR 

The Communist Party statement 
—contained in the September num- 
ber of Political A ffairs—gives a clear 
lead as to the practical tasks con- 
fronting the workers and the peace- 
loving masses generally in this coun- 
try, in order to carry out the ele- 
mentary objectives of Geneva. These 
need not be repeated here. In this 
article it is timely only to make a 
few remarks regarding the general 
conditions under which the continu- 
ing peace struggle has to be waged. 

During the past eight years, since 
the United States launched the cold 
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war with the Truman Doctrine and 
the Marshall Plan in 1947, the task 
of the Communist Party and the 
rest of the world peace forces has 
been clear—to fight against every as- 
pect of the cold war, while at the 
same time guarding against the over- 
all danger of an atomic world war, 
Now, following Geneva, the big job 
is systematically to liquidate the cold 
war—for one would be foolish to 
conclude that this has been ended, 
For the time being, at least, Geneva 
has abated the threat of a world war; 
but so long as this country’s govern- 
ment is in the hands of agents of 
monopoly capital, as it is now, who 
are controlling a gigantic military 
machine, with its ramifications all 
over the world, there will always 
lurk the danger of war, and this will 
have to be guarded against. 
One thing we must be very consci- 

ous of in fighting to end the cold 
war—this is the fact that, despite the 
many knotty and difficult diplomatic 
problems presented internationally, 
they have all been made easier and 
more capable of solution by what 
happened at Geneva. This was made 
evident by the progress achieved in 
easing the very difficult German 
question at the recent Soviet-Ger- 
man conference in Moscow. The 
heart of the cold war, the factor that 
tripled the difficulties in the path of 
all international negotiations, was 
the threat of world war that Wall 
Street kept brandishing _ before 
humanity. But now that this weapon 
has at least temporarily been knock- 
ed out of the hands of the war 
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mongers, this softens up materially 
their whole sabre-rattling _ set-up. 
Many and powerful reactionaries, 
herefore, will try tirelessly to re- 
xctivate the war threat, but they will 
ind it very difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to do so. That is, if the peace 
‘orces remain on the alert, those who 
soft from war scares and war will 
not be able to re-create the wide- 
pread war fears that prevailed be- 
ore the Geneva conference. They 
vill find increasing resistance from 
he American people, including from 
mportant business circles. 
There are many and urgent tasks 

yefore the peace forces in this cen- 
ral job of easing world tensions and 
nding the cold war—such as the re- 
inification of Germany, the reactivi- 
zation of NATO and SEATO, the 
revitalizing of East-West trade, the 
re-establishment of cultural relations, 
the seating of People’s China in the 
United Nations, the American eva- 
cuation of Germany, the dismantling 
of the U.S. world network of air- 
bases, and numerous other problems. 
All these tasks must be undertaken 
systematically, and their solution will 
call for endless patience, resolution, 
ind flexibility. The center of this 
whole complex of diplomatic prob- 
ems is the general question of world 
lisarmament. This is the key to 
rearly all the other issues. So long 
is the arms race is allowed to con- 
inue, the cold war will go on in one 
orm or another. Geneva has created 
vasic opportunities for lessening the 
ums frenzy, and this can be realized, 
notwithstanding the loudly-voiced 
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determination of Wall Street’s polit- 
ical spokesmen to maintain and in- 
crease the armed forces of the 
United States and its “allies.” 
With the whole world crying out 

that an atomic world war is unthink- 
able and with even President Eisen- 
hower conceding that the Soviet 
Government sincerely desires peace, 
it becomes increasingly difficult for 
the arms monopolists (save for 
profit considerations) to find any 
convincing reasons why armaments 
should be continuously piled up in 
this and other capitalist countries. 
From now on the demand for a pro- 
gressive reduction and_ eventual 
abandonment of the arms race will 
increase in this country, as else- 

where. 
Indeed, already the demand for 

disarmament is spreading fast. The 
New York Post (September 2) has 
the following to say about how this 
movement is developing abroad: 
“Leading NATO allies are evincing 
an alarming intent to slash defense 
plans. The list includes Britain, 
France, Italy, Greece, and the 
Netherlands.” Turkey is also letting 
it be known that, unless the United 
States comes across with bigger sub- 
sidies, it is going to cut its military 
program. Likewise, Japan, swept by 
peace sentiment, is protesting against 
the statement made by its Foreign 
Minister Shigemitsu to the effect 
that that country, now being re- 
armed by the United States, is being 
readied for an active role in West- 
ern “defense.” In West Germany, 
too, rising peace sentiment is creat- 
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ing new obstacles to Wall Street’s 
plans for the re-armament of that 
country. And in the United States, 
despite all the clamor of the militar- 
ists, the mass demand for a deep 
slash in the present monstrous arms 
appropriations and in the over-swol- 
len armed forces will grow rapidly. 
In all probability, also, the United 
States, despite the expressed determi- 
nation of the Government to keep 
up and even to increase its military 
forces, and notwithstanding _ its 
“heads-I-win, tails-you-lose” concep- 
tion of negotiations, with the USSR 
making all the concessions, will, in 

the face of the world-wide peace de- 
mand, be forced to make some steps 
in the direction of partial disarma- 
ment or slowdown of the arms race, 
at the current United Nations con- 
ference on this question and possibly 
also at the present General Assembly 
meeting of the U.N. 

In the United States the fight to 
end the cold war will be greatly 
aided by the pressures of the com- 
mon people of the world for peace. 
The time is past when, disregarding 
world opinion, the moguls of the 
imperialist countries, the United 
States included, could, without re- 
straint, carry out their policies of 
reaction and aggression. This is true 
not only of foreign, but also of major 
domestic policy. During the past 
several years the Wall Street imper- 
jalists have been taught this new and 
vital lesson upon a number of occa- 
sions. Thus, it was largely indigna- 
tion abroad at the American Jim 
Crow system that compelled the 

U.S. Government to at least partially 
desegregate its armed forces, and 
the same foreign democratic pres. 
sure had very much to do with the 

Supreme Court’s issuing its order to 

desegregate the schools. It was also 
largely due to the tremendous oppo 
sition abroad against the ising 
menace of fascism in the United 
States that McCarthy came a cropper 
and found himself so discredited. 
McCarthy fatally compromised Wal! 
Street’s pretenses abroad of democ- 
racy, so he had to be disciplined. 
Finally, of course, there was the 
classic check administered to Amer- 
ican imperialism’s whole war pro 
gram by the peoples of the world 
at the Geneva conference. Interna- 
tional democratic pressure has now 
become a great constructive force in 
the world, which cannot be ignored 
by imperialist rulers, and which will 
play a decisive role in the struggle 
everywhere to end the cold war in 
all its manifestations. 

In striving to liquidate the cold 
war, the greatest weakness of the 
peace forces in the United States is 
the ultra-reactionary character of the 
Meany group of mis-leaders now 
dominating the A. F. of L., and 
soon to have their influence spread 
further, through the current merger 
of the A. F. of L. and the C. IL. 0. 
These people, who have nothing in 
common with the interests of the 
working class, are definitely a part 
of the reactionary forces which are 
trying to negate Geneva and to con- 
tinue with the cold war. In this res! 
pect, these policies echo those of Wall 
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Street and they reflect the warlike 
deology of the McCarthys, Nixons, 
ind Knowlands. For the past 15 
years especially these misleaders have 
worked in the closest collaboration 
with the big monopolists of the coun- 
ry. This open partnership with the 
xig bosses explains their long-con- 
inued warmongering and _ red-bait- 
ng, which in many cases has exceed- 

id that of the capitalists themselves. 
it also explains why they do not 
vant the cold war liquidated. 
But Meany and his cronies in no 

ense represent the spirit or interest 
if the great masses of trade union- 
sts in this country. The latter de- 
initely want an end put, not only 
o the threat of atomic war but to 
the whole practice of the cold war, 
with its arms race, huge armaments 
expenditures, and domestic reaction. 
This basic spirit of the workers is 
also being expressed more and more 
in oficial ranks, as clearly large 
numbers of trade union leaders also 
do not share the Meany conception 
of continuing the cold war. Whether 
such as Meany like it or not, the 
course of events in the United 
States makes for a sharpening of the 
attack against the cold war and also 
‘or a more intensive defense of the 
vorkers’ economic and political inte- 
ests. The coming period in the 
Jnited States will be one of increas- 
ng class struggle. There will be 
nore and more of the workers’ chal- 
enge to the ultra-reactionary policies 
if the Meany type of leadership. 
One immediate task of no little 

mportance in the struggle to realize 

POST-GENEVA PERSPECTIVES 13 

the peace perspectives of Geneva is 
to send an American labor delega- 
tion to the USSR to establish contact 
with the great trade unions of that 
country. But Mr. Meany has the ar- 
rogance to state that the American 
trade union movement will send no 
such delegation. Politicians, news- 
papermen, actors, businessmen, sci- 
entists, farmers, women, clerics, and 
the youth are sending one delegation 
after another, to improve cultural 
and political relationships between 
the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. It is in- 
tolerable, therefore, that organized 
labor should fail to fulfill its pro- 
gressive peace role in this general 
respect. Like the workers in other 
countries are doing, the organized 
trade unionists in this country should 
also send their delegations to the 
U.S.S.R. and invite the Soviet work- 
ers to have their union representa- 
tives visit this country. 

The coming A. F. of L-C.LO. 
merger, which is scheduled to take 
place at a series of conventions this 
December, also faces important tasks 
regarding the easing of the cold war 
and world tensions. In this respect 
it will constitute a real challenge to 
the progressive forces in the Ameri- 
can labor movement. It would be a 
serious setback for the general peace 
situation if the Meany pro-cold war 
policies were to prevail at the merger 
conventions. The new body must 
speak out clearly for peace. The 
newly merged organization possesses 
enormous potential power for the 
working class. One of the first steps 
in realizing this potential is to com- 



mit the new organization definitely 
to a policy of peace in the spirit of 
Geneva. Another needed step, in the 
same general direction, is to demo- 
cratize the proposed constitution of 
the merged labor organization, which 
has been especially designed to keep 
the Meany reactionaries in control 

of the American labor movement. 
This criticism of the new body’s 
constitution is now being made by 
numbers of trade union leaders and 
organizations. The needs of the 
American labor movement require 
a program on domestic and interna- 
tional affairs which truly reflects the 
peace, economic and democratic in- 
terests of the American people. 

In the 1956 Presidential elections 
the question of liquidating the cold 
war, and with it the feverish, over- 
swollen military build-up of the 
United States, should also be made 
a vital issue. Inasmuch as the work- 
ers, in the main, function politically 
through the Democratic Party, this 
requires that a fight be conduct- 
ed in the ranks of that party 
against the Harriman-Meany-Tru- 
man-Paul Douglas pro-cold war line. 
Such attitudes conflict with the 
strong peace will of the workers 
and the whole American people, and 
if the Democrats do not reject them 
and take a pro-Geneva stand, this 
could contribute heavily to a Repub- 
lican victory in the Fall elections. 
Organized labor will make a fun- 
damental error in the elections if it 
does not put itself at the head of the 
mass peace sentiment in this country 
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and bring forth a program to end 
the cold war by fighting against all 
of its many manifestations. 

Presidents Meany and Reuther of 
the A. F. of L. and the C.LO. both 
aver that the current merger of their 
two organizations will produce in- 
crease political activity by the labor 
movement. This assertion is good, 
so far as it goes; but it is necessary 
nevertheless to see to it that this 
stepped-up political activity is di- 
rected toward advancing the true 
interests of the working class. Among 
others, this calls for two basic con- 

siderations: first, that it be aimed at 
breaking the grip of the militarists 
upon this country and to writing 
“Finis” to their cold war; and sec- 
ond, that it move in the direction of 

developing independent __ political 
action of the working class. The 
American labor movement has far 
too long, dragged tamely after the 
two bourgeois political parties and 
their reactionary leaders and pro- 
grams. If the labor movement, dur- 

ing the coming period, lives up to 
the spirit of the Geneva conference, 
by fighting against the warmongers 
and arms profiteers, one of the sure 
results in the near future will be a 
substantial increase in independent 
working class political action; first 
within the Democratic Party (as out- 
lined in the program of the Commu- 
nist Party) and ultimately in the 
direction of creating a great labor- 
farmer party, worthy of a_ labor 
movement with some _ 16,000,000 
members. 
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