
By William Z. Foster 

For THE PAST FOUR DECADES, since the 
Russian Revolution of November 
1917, the most important political 
fact in the contemporary world has 
been the growth of Socialism as an 
organized social system and the 
spread of its influence throughout 
the world. So rapid has been this 
growth that Socialism has become 
a decisive leading force in the world, 
actively challenging capitalism, in 
this respect, at every point. So far 
has this development gone that capi- 
talism can no longer work its will 
on the world, economically or politi- 
cally. It is now a matter of considera- 
tion for peoples of all political per- 
suasions as to which world system 
is actually the stronger, capitalism 
or Socialism, and in just what re- 
spects. This is a complex question, 
~with many facets. It is not a matter 
of mere intellectual speculation, but 
one of real political importance. 

There are now 17 countries which 
are either actually building Socialism 
or are definitely orientating in that 
direction. These are the U.S.S.R., 
People’s China, Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia, East Germany, Yugoslavia, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Rumania, Al- 
bania, Outer Mongolia, North 
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Korea, North Viet Nam, and Es- 
thonia, Latvia and Lithuania (which 
voted themselves into the Soviet Un- 
ion) and Tibet which joined Peo- 
ple’s China. Together these countries 
embrace go00,000,000 people, or about 
40 percent of the world’s population. 
They constitute the beginning of the 
new Socialist world. 
What we have in the world now 

are not merely two social systems 
both growing, in simple competition 
with each other. The situation is 
very different from that. On one 
hand, there is capitalism, a prey to 
its own contradictions and caught 
in an incurable general crisis, going 
rapidly into general decline, even 
though the volume of its produc- 
tion may temporarily continue to in- 
crease in some countries; and on the 
other hand, there is Socialism, robust, 
healthy, and continually on the up- 
grade. On the capitalist side there 
is a group of “neutralist” countries 
which are no longer in the imperial- 
ist camp, “imperialism” being a much 
narrower concept than “capitalism.” 
The neutralist group is one of the 
big factors which must be taken 
into account in estimating the pre- 
sent-day relationship of strength, in 
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general and in particular, between 
declining world capitalism and ris- 
ing world Socialism. 

THE RECORD OF A CENTURY 

Modern scientific Marxist Social- 
ism, as an active force, dates back to 
the publication of the Communist 
Manifesto in 1848 by Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engels. From that time to 
the Russian Revolution of 1917, the 
movement was developing its forces 
by clarifying its ideology and its 
mastery of working-class strategy and 
tactics, by educating the international 
working class, by laying the founda- 
tions of the workers’ trade unions, 
cooperatives, and political parties, 
and by steeling itself in thousands of 
strikes and other battles with the 
bourgeoisie—in short, by organizing 
and preparing itself for the decisive 
revolutionary struggles that lay 
ahead. 

In the great November 1917 Re- 
volution in Russia—precipitated by 
causes needless to review here—the 
workers and peasants of that coun- 
try, led by the Communist Party 
with the great Lenin at its head, 
made the first real breach in world 
capitalism and established the pioneer 
Socialist Republic, covering one- 
sixth of the earth’s surface. So great 
was the impact upon world capital- 
ism of this revolutionary blow by 
the toiling masses following the 
monstrous imperialist World War I, 
that it undoubtedly would have led 

to the revolutionization of all or 
most of Central and Western Eu- 
rope, had not the reactionary wing 
of the Social Democrats succeeded 
in sabotaging and defeating the Ger- 
man Revolution of 1918. 

Socialism has always made its 
greatest progress when the workers 
were in a militant revolutionary 
mood. It also grows not only during 
periods of acute class struggle and 
imperialist war, such as that of 
World War I, but also during times 
when there is no war, as witness the 
decisive industrialization of the 
U.S.S.R. during the 1920’s and 1930's, 
and the building of many Com- 
munist Parties and the carrying 
through of the great people’s front 
anti-fascist movements during this 
period. After 1917 Socialism’s next 
great leap forward came in the course 
of, and shortly after, the world-wide 
armed struggle of the peoples during 
the 1940’s against fascist enslavement. 
Thus, during and immediately fol- 
lowing World War II many coun- 
tries, including great China, de- 
clared for Socialism. At this time, too, 
the main obstacle preventing the 
popular masses from dealing a final 
mortal blow to world capitalism was 
the Right-wing Social Democracy, 
which, together with the imperialist 
governments and clerical reaction, 
was able to maintain capitalism in 
such key countries as Great Britain, 
West Germany, France, Italy, and 
Japan. 
Throughout the post-World War 
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II period the growth of world So- 
cialism and the decline of world 
capitalism, which are the decisive 
political phenomena of this era, have 
gone on apace. On the score of So- 
cialism, the European Socialist coun- 
tries have all made a spectacular 
economic recovery since the war, 
without benefit of American loans 
or gifts, and they are now roaring 
ahead with their Socialist indus- 
trialization, at a pace far superior to 
anything ever accomplished by any 
capitalist country. The rapid indus- 
trialization of China and other So- 
cialist countries, for example, is also 
a tremendous matter of decisive 
world significance. Of vast impor- 
tance, too, is the fact that the united 
Socialist and peace forces scored an 
immense victory in Geneva in ob- 
structing the war drive led by Wall- 
Street imperialism. Socialist prestige 
rapidly mounted throughout the 
world, and in all countries the peo- 
ples hailed the conference as a great 
success for policies of negotiation, 
as against those of war. 

On the other hand and in contrast, 
the defects and difficulties of world 
capitalism constantly mount. The 
capitalist general crisis continues to 
deepen, although this is by zizzag 
course. One of the many major 
symptoms of weakening capitalism 
at present is the continuing break-up 
of the colonial system. This is an 
historic disaster to world capitalism 
as a whole. In this respect the Brit- 
ish, French, Japanese, Dutch, Ameri- 

can and other capitalist empires are 
being very seriously undermined. 
American imperialism, coming out of 
World War II rich and undamaged, 
sought to make itself master of the 
world through a great atomic war, 
and in the doing of this, to abolish 
finally the nightmare of a risin 
world Socialism and declining ol 
capitalism. But American monopoly 
capital could not reverse the course 
of history. The world’s peoples, with 
the Socialist countries in the lead, 
succeeded in at least temporarily 
blocking the Wall Street fantastic 
plan of trying to win world domina- 
tion through a great war. The central 
thing accomplished by the first Gene- 
va conference of 1955 was to register 
the bankruptcy of the monstrous war 
policy of American big capital, and 
to give an enormous impulse to the 
world peoples’ program of the peace- 
ful co-existence of the Socialist and 
capitalist nations. These were de- 
velopments of supreme importance 
to the whole world. 

BASIC CRITERIA OF SOCIALIST 
AND CAPITALIST STRENGTH 

The course of events over the past 
one-third of a century, with advanc- 
ing Socialism and a decaying capital- 
ism, amounts to a growing shift in 
power relationships between the capi- 
talist and Socialist worlds, a shift 
which is definitely and dramatically 
in favor of the latter. This shift has 
now proceeded so far as inevitably 
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to put upon the world’s agenda the 
question as to which of the two 
systems is presently the stronger, 
capitalism or Socialism, and in what 

respects. 
Many years ago Lenin set as a 

basic task of Socialism, speaking 
particularly of the Soviet Union, “to 
overtake and surpass” capitalism. 
This, of course, holds good also for 
world Socialism. The task of the 
present article is to determine to 
what extent the forces of world So- 
cialism have succeeded in putting 
into practice Lenin’s great strategic 
principle. Let us, therefore, make an 
approach to this important question 
by analyzing some of the major fea- 
tures which, in the modern world, 
go to indicate the strength or weak- 
ness of a given country and its so- 
cial system. 
At the outset of this analysis we 

must sound a word of caution. In 
making an evaluation of the relative 
strength of capitalism and Socialism 
at this time, we must not underesti- 
mate the strength of capitalism in 
certain countries. That system, al- 
though clearly in decay on a world 
scale, still retains great power eco- 
nomically and otherwise, and to un- 
der-evaluate it would lead the work- 
ers into most dangerous errors of 
passivity and complacency. We 
must not mistake future perspect- 
tives for present actualities. By the 
same token, we must also not under- 
estimate the strength of advancing 
Socialism. As Zhdanov once wisely 

remarked, the biggest mistake we 
can make in this period would be 
to undervalue the strength of the 
world working class and its allies. 

a) Dynamic Trend of World De- 
velopment: One of the greatest ad- 
vantages possessed by world Social- 
ism over world capitalism is that 
the dynamics of social change all 
radically favor it. This is true, not 
only in a general but also in a specific 
sense. That is, in all the criteria of 
measurement that may be used in 
such an analysis as this, the power- 
ful element of change is always to 
be found working in favor of in- 
creased Socialist strength. This de- 
cisive fact is central in a world situa- 
tion in which Socialism is the ascend- 
ing and capitalism the descending 
system. 

b) Territory, Resources, and 
Population: In evaluating these three 
important spheres, capitalism, from 
a purely statistical viewpoint, plainly 
has much the best of the matter. 
That is, the ratio is very roughly, 
about two to one in its favor. But this 
is true only if the whole colonial and 
semi-colonial world is counted in 
the capitalist world, which is stretch- 
ing the point very much. In reality, 
many of these countries—India, In- 
donesia, Burma, etc.—have become 
anti-imperialist and are now show- 
ing many trends in the direction of 
cooperation with the Socialist sector 
of the world. In this respect, the 
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Socialist influence of both the 
U.S.S.R. and People’s China is of 
enormous importance. At this time 
the spokesmen of the imperialist big 
powers, notably the United States, 
are almost in a panic at the move- 
ment of the colonial and semi-coloni- 
al countries of Asia and Africa (see 
the Bandung Conference, the new 
agreement between the U.S.S.R. and 
India, etc.) toward forming a bloc 
by themselves and also to enter into 
friendly collaboration in trade and 
other important respects with the 
Socialist countries of the world. 

In considering the question of the 
world weight of population in our 
equation, it is necessary also to bear 
in mind that there are important 
oppositional forces in all capitalist 
countries. These are the huge masses 
of workers, peasants, and small mid- 
dle class elements in the great trade 
unions, political parties, and other 
essentially anti-capitalist organiza- 
tions in the many capitalist and co- 
lonial countries — including Britain, 
Italy, France, West Germany, Japan, 
India, Burma, Indoesia, and others. 
There is, of course, also a huge po- 

_ tential anti-capitalist force in the 
United States. 

c) Industrial Production: Reliable 
figures are hard to get in the sphere 
of international industrial produc- 
tion. With world capitalism pos- 
sessing somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood of two-thirds of all industrial 
production, it appears on the sur- 

face as though that system therefore 
has a very commanding lead over 
Socialism in this most vital respect. 
But this lead, besides now diminish- 
ing swiftly, is quite deceptive. One 
would make a big mistake to con- 
clude mechanically, that just because 
the capitalist world sector has some- 
thing like double the value of in- 
dustrial production of the Socialist 
sector, therefore, ipso facto, the for- 
mer is twice as strong as the latter 
in the industrial field. This would 
be a conclusion far wide of the mark. 

First, it must be understood that 
Socialist industry has been built ac- 
cording to the principles of planned 
economy and, therefore, that it is a 
“lean” and “muscular” economy, 
capable of meeting, at the maximum 
degree of effectiveness, all the specific 
tasks that a modern state has to face 
—of which more anon. Whereas, in 
contrast, the industry of the capitalist 
states, which has grown up planless- 
ly, is flabby and weak in its fibre, 
being cluttered up with vast amount 
of fat—that is, with enervating lux- 
ury production carried on for the 
benefit of the bourgeoisie. There- 
fore, it is correspondingly less able 
to meet the various tests of basic 
strength that confront states in the 
present-day world. 
W. S. and E. S. Woytinsky, 

(World Population and Production, 
Pp. 1005) estimate (however inac- 
curately) the total U.S. industrial 
production in 1950 at 93.2 billion 
dollars and put that of the U.S.S.R. 
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at 38 billion. Almost panicky, the 
bourgeois economists are beginning 
to get an inkling, however, that such 
statistics do not mean what they seem 
toon the surface. For example, Wal- 
ter K. Gutman (New York Times, 
Sept. 10, 1955), argues in substance 
that whereas the United States in 
1954 could put 20 percent (or 17 
million tons) of its steel into military 
production, the Soviet Union, with 
a little over half the steel production 
of the United States, was, under the 
sharp pressure of the cold war, able 
to apply no less than 27 million tons 
for military production, or 60 percent 
more than the United States. Gut- 
man’s example is doubtless an exag- 
geration of the real relationship in 
steel, but it at least illustrates the 
important point that the Soviet Un- 
ion is able to make far more decisive 
use of its production than is the 
United States or any other capitalist 
country. This elementary considera- 
tion cuts deeply into the statistical 
advantage the United States has with 
regard to industrial production. 
Second, it must be remembered 

also, that the ratio of world industrial 
production is swinging very rapidly 
in favor of the Socialist countries. 
Take, as the major example, the 
USS.R.: M. Dobb (Economic 
Theory and Socialism, p. 125) esti- 
mates that the rate of the Soviet in- 
crease of production in heavy in- 
dustry, over that of capitalist coun- 
tries developing under favorable con- 
ditions during 1928 to 1954, (omit- 

ting the war years) is: for metal, 
the U.S.S.R. nearly three times as 
fast as the strongest capitalist coun- 
tries; for fuel, more than three times; 
and for power, not quite twice. What 
this disparity in growth-speed has 
meant over the past quarter century 
is made clear by G. Malenkov, (On 
the Threshold of Communism, p. 7) 
in the following (telescoped) table, 
indicating the expansion of indus- 
trial output in the U.S.S.R. and the 
major capitalist countries of the 
world for the period 1929-1951, in 
percentages of increase over their 
output in 1921: U.S.S.R. 1,266 per- 
cent, U.S.A. 200 percent, Britain 160 
percent, France 104 percent, and 
Italy 134 percent. A. Alekseyev (The 
Basic Economic Law of Modern 
Capitalism, p. 62) states that, “The 
annual increase of industrial output 
in the U.S.S.R. for 20 years (1929- 
1949) averaged 20 percent, while 
that in the greatest capitalist country 
—the U.S.A—hardly reached two 
percent.” Frightened, Ex-Senator 
Benton says that the U.S.S.R. in- 
dustrially is going ahead at 6 percent 
increase per year, as against 3 percent 
by the United States (New York 
World-Telegram, December 15, 

1955)- 
As this article is about to go to 

press, an announcement from Mos- 
cow states that, under the 6th 5-year 
plan 1956 to 1960—there will be a 
65% increase in the output of Soviet 
industry, a broad expansion of atomic 
energy production, and a doubling 
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of the output of agriculture. This 
tremendous industrial leap forward 
widely outdoes anything ever ac- 
complished by a capitalist country, 
and it will go far towards eliminat- 
ing the present industrial gap be- 
tween the United States and the So- 
viet Union. Similar recent announce- 
ments from People’s China also in- 
dicate very rapid industrial progress 
in that country. 

d) Economic and Political Stabili- 
ty: Obviously also, a most important 
gauge of the strength of the capitalist 
and Socialist worlds, is the degree 
of stability of their economic systems 
and governments. In these spheres 
the Socialist countries are far su- 
perior. 

The hodge-podge capitalist econo- 
mic system, producing planlessly and 
based upon the exploitation of the 
workers, is essentially chaotic. It 
suffers fundamentally from overpro- 
duction; that is, as against the in- 
ability of the limited capacity of 
capitalist markets to keep pace with 
expanding production facilities. Con- 
sequently, capitalist history is dotted 
with a long series of devastating eco- 
nomic cyclical crises. It is nonsense, 
the boasts of the capitalist economists 
that, with their Keynesian policies 
of governmental subsidies and “man- 
aged economy,” they have overcome 
this inherent capitalist tendency to- 
wards economic crisis and break- 
down. The present international 
“boom” in capitalist production is 
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largely based upon repairing the 
damages and fulfilling the short- 
ages created by the last war, and 
upon gigantic preparations for an- 
other war—its perspective is for an 
eventual economic crisis. Socialist 
economy, on the other hand, is 
founded upon planned production 
for use, for social welfare and ad- 
vancement. There is established a 
scientific balance between produc- 
tion and consumption. Socialism is 
therefore immune to economic crises 
and mass unemployment. This fact 
it proved beyond all question during 
the great economic crisis of 1929-33, 
when it went ahead full steam in its 
rapid Socialist industrial develop- 
ment and full employment, while 
the countries of the capitalist world, 
without exception, lay prostrate eco- 
nomically and scores of millions of 
workers went jobless. 
By the same token, capitalist politi- 

cal instability and decay, nationally 
and internationally, is a matter of 
daily manifestation. The capitalist 
countries are torn internally with the 
struggles of rival groups and classes; 
the big powers are weakened inter- 
nationally by incurable conflicts of 
interest with each other; the im- 
perialist states are in perpetual colli- 
sion with the colonies, and NATO, 
SEATO, METO, and other capital- 
ist war alliances are crippled by in- 
ternal weaknesses and conflicts. An 
especially disruptive feature in world 
capitalism is the aggressive expan- 
sionism of Wall Street imperialism. 
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In the early years of the post-World 
War II the United States, by squan- 
dering 51 billion dollars abroad in 
loans, gifts, and subsidies, and by 
putting practically all the capitalist 
countries on its dole, temporarily 
helped to shore up tottering capital- 
ist Western Europe, and also suc- 
ceeded in building up an unparal- 
leled degree of world capitalist hege- 
mony for itself; but now its boss 
position in the capitalist world, un- 
dermined by advancing Socialism 
and intensifying capitalist general 
crisis, is increasingly shaky. One of 
the great Stalin’s very last writings 
was to point out the impossibility of 
world capitalism overcoming its in- 
ternal and external rivalries, hostili- 
ties, and contradictions. 

In contrast, the Socialist nations— 
containing among their number both 
the biggest country in the world— 
the U.S.S.R.—and the most populous 
one—People’s China—are bound to- 
gether internally and externally by a 
slid harmony of the economic and 
political interests of their peoples. 
Strategically situated in one great 
unbroken land mass, as against the 
xattered locations of the capitalist 
countries, they are also no less united 
in their general policies. This shows 
that, unlike capitalism, they are not 
based upon a predatory imperialism, 
but upon the cultivation of their 
mutual and harmonious interests. 
This basic economic and_ political 
unity enormously increases Socialist 
strength, actually and relatively, in 

every respect as a world force. In 
the recent rift between Yugoslavia 
and the Soviet Union the capitalists 
of the world gloated that they had 
finally broken the solidarity of the 
Socialist world; but as it has turned 
out, their joy was short-lived and 
misplaced. 

e) Leadership of the Labor Move- 
ment: One of the most striking ex- 
amples of the forces of world Social- 
ism “overtaking and surpassing” 
those of capitalism is to be found 
in the international labor movement; 
in its rapid drift to the Left. Imper- 
ialism has always striven to control 
and paralyze the labor movement 
through the instrumentality of its 
political agents, the Right-wing So- 
cial Democrats. Up to the Revolution 
of October 1917 the Right-oppor- 
tunists controlled overwhelmingly the 
labor movement of the entire world. 
But since that time, as Socialism has 
won one country after another, the 
Right-wing Socialist control of la- 
bor has progressively diminished on 
an international scale. The general 
crisis of capitalism is also the general 
crisis of Right-wing Social Democ- 
racy. 
The present status of the advance 

of the world labor organizations to 
the Left is to be seen in the current 
relations of the strength between the 
progressive World Federation of 
Trade Unions and the International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions, 

which is led by pro-capitalist Social 
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Democrats. Of the total of some 140,- 
000,000 trade unionists in the world, 
about 85,000,000 are affiliated to the 
WFTU and some 54,000,000 to the 
ICFTU. The main strength of the 
WFTHU is in the countries of Social- 
ism and people’s democracy, but it 
also has powerful support in the 
capitalist countries — Italy, France, 
Japan, Great Britain, West Germany, 
Brazil, Australia, Canada, and many 
others. 

f) Ideology as a World Force: In 
the present situation of the growing 
world competition between declining 
capitalism and rising Socialism, the 
question of the dominant and guid- 
ing ideology in the two respective 
major camps becomes an important 
matter of political and economic 
strength. In this respect the Socialist 
countries have an enormous advan- 
age over the capitalist countries. 

The time was, in the early stages 
of capitalism, when the capitalists 
had a firm and confident ideology, 
in that they at least believed un- 
shakably in their system and feared 
no social rival. But for them such 
happy days are now forever past. 
The growth of predatory monopoly 
and imperialism, and especially the 
advance of world Socialism, have, 
from different directions, worked 
havoc with the capitalists’ earlier 
complacent thinking, introducing 
deep ideological confusion and pes- 
simism into their ranks. These ten- 
dencies, disintegrating to capitalism, 

are bound to increase in the coming 
years. Capitalist political economy 
has degenerated into mere propagan- 
da and wishful thinking, and the 
capitalist system has no sure idea 
whatever as to where it is heading, 
what ails it at present, or what is its 
future. German imperialist fascism, 
15 years ago, tried by violence to 
impress upon world capitalism the 
arrogant Hitler “Weltanshauung’; 
but this attempt failed in a welter 
of blood. During the past several 
years American imperialism has also 
been trying to prepare the world, 
ideologically and otherwise, for 
Yankee domination through econo- 
mic, political, and military aggres- 
sion; but this program, too, has now 
gone bankrupt. Consequently, the 
capitalist system is drifting con- 
fusedly, without a pilot and without 
a charted course. 
On the other hand, the Socialist 

world, in Marxism-Leninism, has a 
definite, dynamic, and powerful 
ideology, based upon scientific princi- 
ples. It has brilliant guides in the 
living works of Marx, Engels, Lenin 
and Stalin, and now, it may be 
added, those of Mao _ Tse-tung. 
Scientific Socialism clearly under- 
stands the capitalist system, the so- 
cial laws that are bringing it to its 
end, and the principles upon which 
the next stage of society, Socialism, 
is being built. These principles the 
many Socialist peoples are now put- 
ting into practice in their countries. 

Marxism, from the outset, has al- 
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ways united theory and practice. 
This unity of thought and action, 
historically has given it tremendous 
power. It has been especially mani- 
fest during the past few years, since 
the enormous increase in the extent 
of power of world Socialism. Marx- 
ism, or more properly, Marxist- 
Leninist theory, has become trans- 
formed into a great and powerful 
social force; one which moves and 
inspires millions and hundreds of 
millions of people to conscious united 
effort. Marxism-Leninism, in _ its 
practice, has become transmuted into 
a mighty means against capitalism 
and for the regeneration of mankind 
socially. Translated into terms of 
reality, the many-sided superiority of 
Marxist theory over capitalist theory, 
means in the field of production 
many additional millions of tons of 
coal, oil, and steel. Marxism-Lenin- 
im, expressed in the militant and 
progressive Communist policies of 
today, of itself goes far to cancel out 
the statistical advantages still held 
by moribund capitalism in various 
fields, as we have noted. Therefore, 
in any measurement of the relative 
srength of the world capitalist and 
Socialist systems, at their present 
stage of development, the matter of 
Marxist-Leninist theory and_ policy 
must be accorded major weight. 

CAPITALIST AND SOCIALIST 
STRENGTH IN THE TEST 
OF PRACTICE 

In the previous pages we have re- 

viewed briefly some of what may be 
called the organic strengths of the 
capitalist and Socialist systems, re- 
garding the dynamics of social evolu- 
tion, territory, natural resources, 
population, industrial production, eco- 
nomic and political stability, labor 
leadership and guiding theories. Now 
it remains for us to gauge the two 
systems as functioning currently in 
the supreme test of life itself; to 
measure the way these systems face 
up to the severe tasks and problems 
which they daily have to confront. 
Let us, therefore, take a look at some 
of these tests. 

In doing this, however, we must 
not forget that there is a fundamental 
difference in the way the Socialist 
and capitalist worlds approach the 
broad question of international re- 
lationships. As Lenin and Stalin have 
stated upon innumerable occasions, 
and as 38 years of Soviet foreign 
policy have fully borne out, Socialist 
international policies are based upon 
the principles of the peaceful co- 
existence of all states, regardless of 
the nature of their internal regimes. 
This means that the inevitable com- 
petition between capitalism and So- 
cialism, which will probably extend 
over a protracted period, should be 
carried on within the general frame- 
work of world peace and of the 
friendship of the many peoples. 
World capitalism, or more precisely, 
world imperialism, on the other 
hand, views Socialism as a mortal 
enemy which must be crushed, and 
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it has been trying to do this ever 
since the USSR was born in Novem- 
ber 1917. Wall-Street imperialism, 
which has nothing in common with 
the interests of the American people, 
constitutes the worst expression of 
this militant capitalist hatred of So- 
cialism. Its foreign policies, particu- 
larly during the cold war period, 
have generally been conceived and 
applied in the hope and expectancy 
of a broad capitalist war against the 
USSR and the other countries of 
Socialism. 

a) The Question of War and 
Peace: In this basic world issue of 
these times, with the decay of capital- 
ism and the advance of Socialism, 
the Socialist world is increasingly 
demonstrating its greater strength 
than that of decadent capitalism. 
Take World War Il, for example. 
In line with its general peace policy, 
the USSR and the world peace forces 
fought to prevent this awful war, 
but the USSR was nevertheless forced 
into the war on June 22, 1941, by the 
treacherous attack of Hitler. The So- 
viet Union put up a fight that amazed 
the world, and it showed conclusively 
the superiority of Socialism also in 
this lethal field. Decades ago the 
general superiority of Socialism over 
capitalism was made manifest in the 
Soviet Union; it was especially con- 
firmed in the basic experiences of 
World War II. Hitler had behind 
him virtually the entire economic 
system of Europe, as well as most of 

its man-power, but he nevertheless 
went down to crushing defeat, main- 
ly at the hands of the Red Army. In 
its great patriotic war the USSR, 
with its tremendous strength, utterly 
confounded the bourgeois military 
experts of the world. 

In their recent great struggle 
around the basic issue of the war 
danger since the end of World War 
II the capitalist and Socialist systems 
also faced a crucial test of their re- 
spective strength and vitality. In a 
nutshell, the post-war situation was 
that world imperialism, led by a 
Wall Street seeking international 
domination, strove to embroil the 
world in a great atomic war in order 

to try to establish its world mastery; 
whereas, the peace forces of the 
world, headed by the USSR and 
other Socialist countries, and people’s 
democracies, and embracing the bulk 
of the peoples in all capitalist coun- 
tries, including the United States, 
fought against the war plan of preda- 
tory American monopoly capital. 
The Socialist and peace forces won 
this vast and decisive struggle, at 
least for the time being, by blocking 
the warmongers at Geneva and by 
easing the danger of a world war. 
Of course, this peoples’ victory did 
not end the war danger permanently, 
as such a danger will continue as 
long as imperialism lasts, but it did 
greatly lessen international tensions. 

It was a long and bitter struggle, 
in which the forces of peace and 
Socialism won a mounting series of 
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victories, among them, the breaking 
of the A- and H-bomb monopoly— 
a success which hamstrung the war 
program of American imperialism; 
the bringing about of the settlement 
of the Korean and Indo-China wars, 
in the face of determined Wall Street 
efforts to continue and expand these 
wars; the accomplishment of the de- 
feat of the repeated attempts of the 
Wall Street militarists to introduce 
the A-bomb into the wars in Asia; 
as well as various other victories 
along the same general line. The 
struggle over war and peace came 
to a crisis at the Geneva conference 
of July, 1955, at which meeting of 
the Big Four the United States re- 
actionaries were compelled to shelve 
their war program. At first, the 
Pentagon warmongers tried to claim 
Geneva as a victory; but now, almost 
in panic, they are learning how com- 
pletely mistaken they were. They are 
now trying feverishly to re-invigorate 
the cold war. Only the next years 
will demonstrate just how decisive 
was the major defeat of world im- 
perialism in Geneva at the hands of 
the world forces of peace, democracy 
and Socialism. 
During the sharpest phases of the 

cold war, in February, 1955, Foreign 
Minister Molotov of the USSR 
warned those elements who were 
plotting war against the Soviet Un- 
ion. After reviewing the whole inter- 
national situation and the forces in 
play, he declared, “If we compare 
the Soviet Union—with all its man- 

power, with its immense material 

resources, with all its foreign allies 
—and take into account, moreover, 
the moral and political support the 
policy of peace commands among 
the masses in other countries—if we 
compare the Soviet Union, as it is 
today with the United States of 
America, taking into account in re- 
spect to that country the factors 
enumerated above, it should be per- 
fectly clear that the Soviet Union is 
not weaker than the United States.” 
(Pravda, February 9, 1955). This is 
the answer to those reactionary ele- 
ments who still cherish the tradi- 
tional bourgeois illusion that Social- 
ism can be prevented or wiped out 
by war. 

b) Soctal Progress and Change: 
This is the most basic of all the liv- 
ing tests of strength between the two 
current world systems of capitalism 
and Socialism. Broadly stated, the 
issue is whether ultimately the forces 
of the working class and its allies, 
working in the individual countries, 
can abolish capitalism and establish 
Socialism in their lands, or whether 
capitalism will be able to prevent 
this, and perhaps even to reverse the 
process by wiping out the existing 
Socialist states. The history of the 
past generation, with its growth of 
Socialism, now covering one-third 
of the world, has given the decisive 
answer to this fundamental test of 
the relative strength of the two so- 
cial systems. 
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At present, the capitalist sooth- 
sayers are wishfully hoping that, 
with the help of the Right-wing So- 
cial Democrats, they have halted the 
vast post-World War II mass advance 
toward Socialism, at least in Europe. 
But all this is only a futile bourgeois 
dream. Socialism is both invincible 
and inevitable in all countries. In 
Asia, the forces leading to Socialism 
are currently more active, and in Eu- 
rope, at most there is only a lull in 
the Socialist advance; that is, in the 
sense of Socialism winning in addi- 
tional countries. We can be certain 
that, with the further deepening of 
the general capitalist crisis, the So- 
cialist movement in Western Europe 
will soon take on a new burst of 
growth. Socialism in the world has 
progressed mainly in great revolu- 
tionary leaps, alternating with peri- 
ods of relative calm. In this supreme 
test of strength between the two 
system — whether or not Socialism 
can be born into the world and live 
—the forces of Socialism, during the 
past four decades, have proved by 
actual fact in the hard struggle that 
they have established such wide areas 
of Socialism despite the forces of 

* world capitalism. 

c) Industrialization of the Unde- 
veloped Countries: This question is 
also currently providing a basic test 
of strength between the capitalist 
and Socialist systems. Historically, 
the development of capitalist im- 
perialism — of Great Britain, the 

United States, Germany, France, 
Japan, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Por- 
tugal, and Spain—fastened the eco- 
nomic and political fetters of coloni- 
alism and _ semi-colonialism upon 
most of the countries of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America, whose popula- 
tion embraces a big majority of the 
human race, thus effectively _pre- 
venting their industrialization. The 
first decisive blow against this mon- 
strous system of human exploitation 
and oppression was struck by the 
Russian Revolution of 1917; for Rus- 
sia, too, was largely dominated by 
foreign imperialists. The great Re- 
volution profoundly stirred the co- 
lonial peoples all over the world, 
especially in view of the fact that 
the first Socialist Republic renounced 
the imperialist privileges of Czarist 
Russia in colonial Asia, and also be- 
cause of the tremendous progress 
that was made by the national libera- 
tion and subsequent Socialist indus- 
trialization of the many erstwhile op- 
pressed colonial peoples within old 
Russia itself. The Russian revolution, 
by establishing the national and ra- 
cial equality of these peoples, also 
struck a mortal blow at Jim Crowism 
throughout the world. 
The central purpose of the great 

national revolution now sweeping 
over Asia, and led by People’s China, 
is precisely to break the fetters that 
the imperialist capitalist powers had 
fastened upon them in order to pre- 
vent their industrialization and 
general national development. The 
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basic question at issue now, so far 
to full fruition and success, or 

whether the imperialists of the capi- 
talist world will be able to stunt or 
abort it. There can only be one an- 
swer to this problem; the national 
liberation movement is invincible. 
The world imperialists, viewing 

their vital colonial system collapsing, 
have suddenly become _loud- 
mouthed “friends” of the colonial 
peoples, declaring that they want no- 
thing better than to industrialize and 
modernize their countries. Thus, 
Great Britain has its Colombo Plan 
and the United States its Point Four 
Program. The essence of both these 
projects, however, is the cultivation 
of imperialist investments, not real 
industrialization, in the colonial 
world, with many strings of econo- 
mic and political control attached. 
The imperialists’ efforts in this di- 
rection are not to be minimized, 

however, as they have vast amounts 
of available capital, particularly 
those of the United States, and their 
shaky economic systems badly need 
the shots-in-the-arm that heavy for- 
eign investments could give them. 

In contrast to this active program 
of imperialist investment and domi- 
nation the Socialist forces, in this 
case basically the Soviet Union, are, 
with economic cooperation and _po- 
litical solidarity, genuinely helping 
the peoples of the undeveloped: coun- 
tries to industrialize and to mo 
dernize their homelands. Thus, the 
USSR is lending both capital and 

technicians on an increasing scale 
to many of these countries. Not to 
mention the Soviet Union’s active 
cooperation with People’s China, it 
is also in the process of developing 
various industrialization projects in 
India, Indonesia, Burma, Egypt, 
Afghanistan, and other Asian lands, 
to the amazement and dismay of 
the big imperialist powers. People’s 
China and India are also in active 
mutual collaboration, especially in 
the economic field. All this is very 
alarming to the Wall Street imperial- 
ists. John Foster Dulles, with the 
announced support of President 
Eisenhower, cried out in alarm 
(N. Y. Herald-Tribune, January 12, 
1956) that “we” are in a contest with 
the USSR for the industrialization 
of the “underdeveloped countries.” 
“Defeat in this contest,” said he, 
“would be as disastrous as defeat in 
the armaments race.” And he dreaded 
this defeat, “unless the country as @ 
whole (his emphasis) wakes up to 
all its implications.’ 

In the current industrialization of 
the erstwhile colonial countries, the 
outcome will be of measureless im- 
portance to the world, both eco- 
nomically and politically. At present 
the forces of Socialism are well in 
the lead in this constructive work. 
The very existence of the broad re- 
volutionary colonial movement, with 
its basic stress upon industrialization, 
proves this. The financial power of 
the capitalists in this vital field is 
great; but their huge supplies of 
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capital will, in the end, not prove 
decisive. So far, one of the main 
things that the United States has 
won by its squandering of over 50 
billion dollars abroad during the 
post-war period is the suspicion and 
hostility of most of the peoples of 
the world. Nor will the imperialist 
leopard be able to change its spots. 
The ultimate victory will rest with 
the forces of Socialism and democ- 
racy, which are animated by the de- 
sire for peace, by basic principles of 
genuine cooperation and of interna- 
tional friendliness and fair dealing 
with the peoples of all lands. 
d) Raising of Living Standards: 

Always a fundamental test of a so- 
cial system is what it does to raise 
the living standards of its people. In 
this respect, capitalism, which is based 
upon the ruthless exploitation of the 
toiling masses, has made a ghast- 
ly record. After some 200 years of 
existence, it had reduced the great 
majority of the world’s toilers, espe- 
cially in the colonial lands, to virtual 
starvation levels. In the capitalist 
countries themselves the bulk of the 
lesser skilled workers also remain in 
abject poverty, while the exploiting 
employers revel in boundless luxury. 
In the United States most of the 
workers are better off—due chiefly 
to the fact that this country escaped 
the ravages of the two world wars 
and now, in a dominant imperialist 
position, it has created for itself a 
false prosperity, built largely upon 
exploitation of the other peoples of 
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the world. But the American higher 
living standards rest upon precarious 
foundations, with the prospect of a 
deepening of the general crisis of 
capitalism and the eventual effects of 
this crisis upon our country’s capitalist 
economy. Actually the high produc- 
ing American workers are sweated 
out of more profits than are those 
of any other country, and, as a result, 
here the capitalists are wealthy be- 
yond the wildest dreams of parasitic 
exploiters in other countries. 

In contrast, world Socialism, al- 
though born only a third of a century 
ago, has already demonstrated its 
superior capacity to improve the con- 
dition of the masses of workers of 
field and factory. The Soviet Union 
has set up the 8-hour day in place 
of the 12-14 hour day of Czarist Rus- 
sia, and, starting from an extremely 
low wage base, it has greatly im- 
proved real Soviet wages and work- 
ing conditions. In this respect, how- 
ever, the USSR has had to contend 
with a number of temporary adverse 
conditions that have definitely hin- 
dered the improvement of mass liv- 
ing and cultural standards, which is, 
in the end, the supreme objective of 
all Socialist regimes. Over the years 
it has had to build its present big 
industrial machine from the ground 
up under heavy pressure for time, 
necessarily creating also entirely new 
cadres of engineers and armies of 
skilled workers as it has gone along. 
It has also had to repair the enorm- 
ous ravages and costs of World War 

Va: 

ist 

th 



her 
ous 
fa 
of 

; of 
list 
luc- 
ted 

jose 
ult, 

sitic 

al- 
ury 
its 

‘on- 
of 
ion 

lace 
\us- 

ely 
im- 
ork- 
Ow- 
end 
erse 
1in- 

liv- 
1 is, 

> of 
ears 
big 
und 
me, 
1ew 
of 

ng. 
rm- 
Var 

ADVANCE OF SOCIALISM 27 

Il, which destroyed most of the in- 
dustry in the western USSR and de- 
vastated the country generally. And, 
not the least, it has been compelled, 
in order to counter the looming war 
threat of Wall Street imperialism, to 
construct, at terrific speed, an ade- 
quate national defense. These huge 
tasks have made heavy strains upon 
the Soviet national economy, and 
they have therewith definitely mili- 
tated against the faster advance of 
mass living standards. People’s China 
and other Socialist countries have all 
had to face similar monumental diff- 
culties, forced upon them by the ag- 
gressive warlike cliques and moves 
of the decaying capitalist system. 

But now, with the war danger re- 
duced though not defeated, these big 
military non-productive drains upon 
the Socialist economies will dimin- 
ish. This will, therefore, open the 
door to a more rapid improvement 
in the conditions of the producing 
masses. The Soviet Union especially 
is now on the eve of spectacular pro- 
gress in this general respect, and the 
rest of the countries building Social- 
ism will not be far behind. Capital- 
ism has never been able to bring to 
the broad masses of the entire world, 
even in elementary forms, the bles- 
sings of steam, electricity, and elec- 
tronics, and all the less will it be able 
to confer upon them the gigantic po- 
tential of atomic energy. The ful- 
fillment of these basic tasks awaits 
the advance of world Socialism. In 
the fundamental matter of improv- 

ing, in actual practice, the living 
standards of the peoples, Socialism 
has already decisively proved its su- 
periority over capitalism. 

e) The Question of Culture: The 
ability of a political system to pro- 
duce a free life and a high culture 
for the masses of the people is an- 
other basic test of its social strength. 
In this respect, too, world Socialism 
has already, in the crucible of actual 
experience, demonstrated its superi- 
ority over decadent capitalism. 

In the vital matter of democracy, 
for example, as capitalism sinks fur- 
ther into its general crisis it increas- 
ingly tends and strives to solve its 
insoluble problems by a resort to 
force—to fascist terrorism as well as 
to war. The great bulwarks of world 
democracy today are the Socialist 
forces and the big mass movements 
that are orientating in the general di- 
rection of peace, democracy, and So- 
cialism. Capitalism, which in its early 
days was relatively democratic, has 
now, in its period of decay, become 
generally a malignant menace to de- 
mocracy. It is only a decade since the 
democratic peoples of the world, with 
the USSR at the head, saved hu- 
manity from the fascist enslavement 
planned for it by world imperialism. 

In the basic field of education also 
Socialism is now giving a practical 
demonstration of its superior strength 
over capitalism. At this time, notori- 
ously, in the capitalist countries the 
educational systems are in deep crisis, 
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and nowhere is this crisis more strik- 
ing than in the United States. In 
their wild rush for maximum profits 
and in their eagerness to create a 
mighty world conquering military 
machine, the capitalists have shoved 
away the vast task of properly edu- 
cating the people. 
On the other side of the picture, 

the Socialist countries are well known 
for their active cultivation of their 
educational systems, notwithstand- 
ing the heavy drains their economies 
have been subjected to, as noted 
earlier. Not only have they largely 
dissolved the vast oceans of mass 
illiteracy inherited from the rotten 
capitalism which they displaced, but 
they are also outstripping the best 
educational efforts of the bourgeois 
technicians and leaders. Reactionary 
American educational leaders be- 
moan this reality. 
A recent article by N. T. Dodge 

(N. Y. Herald-Tribune, November 
29), tells the story in a nutshell. On 
the basis of a personal investigation 
of Soviet high schools, Mr. Dodge 
says: “All students (in preparatory 
studies for university training) must 
take ten years of mathematics, in- 
cluding trigonometry, six years of 
biology, five years of physics, and 
four years of chemistry. During the 
last three years, over 40 percent of 
the students’ time is spent on these 
four subjects. In contrast, only eight 
percent of our high school students 
take chemistry, five percent physics, 
and two percent trigonometry. Even 

a watered down course such as gener- 
al science is taken by only a little over 
one-fifth of our students.” Small 
wonder, then, that American scien- 
tists, are themselves stating that both 
in number and in quality they are 
in danger of falling behind those in 
the USSR. Soviet science is now in 
the very forefront of world science. 
Outstanding Soviet progress in de- 
veloping industrial techniques and 
technicians is fully acknowledged 
throughout the bourgeois world. 

In art and literature Socialist pro- 
gress is also being markedly demon- 
strated. Aside from the products of 
the democratic forces in the capitalist 
countries, ih the main, art and litera- 
ture in these lands, above all in the 
United States, is submerged by the 
ocean of filthy comic books, crime 
stories, and reactionary obscurantism. 
Unfortunately, this capitalist ideo 
logical trash has profound effects 
upon the minds of the workers. In 
the Socialist countries, on the con- 
trary, although some of the art 
forms, under the new conditions of 
Socialism, are still working their way 
to maturity, others are blossoming 
and flourishing in a way quite un- 
known under capitalism. Already the 
world is becoming accustomed to the 
appearance of sensational Soviet cul- 
tural delegations in various countries, 
late striking examples of which were 
the dramatic successes of the Soviet 
pianist Gilels and Soviet violinist 
Oistrakh in American cities. The 
world is also used to accepting Rus- 
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sians as world champions at chess, 
and at the Olympic games it is learn- 
ing something of the excellence of 
Soviet athletes. Blazing the trail for 
all the countries of the world, the 
Soviet Union is actually building a 
new type of man and woman. 

THE ADVANCE OF SOCIALISM 
TO WORLD LEADERSHIP 

The foregoing analysis provides at 
least an approach to an elementary 
answer of the general question as to 
what is currently the relative strength 
of the capitalist and Socialist worlds. 
In these respects it makes clear that 
in several very basic phases—includ- 
ing those of territory, natural re- 
sources, population, industrial pro- 
duction, available capital, and the 
political control of many important 
countries—world capitalism still pos- 
sesses very considerable strength. 
However, as mentioned before, while 
the remaining great strength of capi- 
talism must not be underestimated, 
nevertheless its specific power in these 
spheres is not to be calculated mere- 
ly upon a statistical basis, for this 
would grossly overestimate it. There 
must also be considered the very im- 
portant modifications as brought out 
above in our analysis, which, taken 
together, seriously diminish the sig- 
nificance and reliability of the cur- 
rent bourgeois statistical generaliza- 
tions in all these spheres and for the 
capitalist system as a whole. 
On the opposite side, it has also 

been demonstrated above that in 

various vital respects Socialism, on 
a world scale, is definitely and con- 
cretely the stronger of the two sys- 
tems. It has shown itself in practice 
to be the superior of the two systems. 
This is manifestly the case, as we 
have seen above, in its incomparably 
stronger theory, Marxism-Leninism; 

its far more rapid rate of industrial 
growth; its much greater ability to 
develop and apply modern tech- 
niques and to extend industrializa- 
tion to the undeveloped countries; 
its spectacular advances in science 
and in the production of scientists; 
its far more fundamental democracy 
and racial equality; its more effective 
improvement of the living standards, 
health and general welfare of the 
masses; the greater political unity 
and solidarity of its peoples; its 
sounder educational system and 
general culture; its demonstrated 
ability to grow in a revolutionary 
way despite all capitalist resistance, 
and, last but not least, the leading 
position of Marxism-Leninism in the 
world labor movement. Of decisive 
significance, as the foundation of 
these several developments is the fact 
that the dynamics of social evolu- 
tion, on every front, are operating 
in favor of world Socialism and 
against world capitalism. 
The general picture which emerges 

from all this is that of a world so- 
ciety in which the forces of Social- 
ism are becoming ever stronger, but 
in which sectors of the old capitalist 
system are still powerful. The center 



30 POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

of political gravity in the world, al- 
ready far advanced in this respect, is 
still rapidly moving toward the Left. 
Lenin’s famous slogan, calling upon 
Socialism “to overtake and surpass’ 
the capitalist countries, which is al- 
ready an accomplished fact in vari- 
ous very important spheres, is fast on 
the way to being decisively realized 
generally in the not very distant fu- 
ture. Molotov, in the remarks al- 
ready quoted, put his finger on the 
situation, in stating that the USSR 
and its allies were not weaker than 
the United States and its allies. 
The increasing specific gravity of 

Socialism in world affairs is bound 
to further deepen the world crisis 
of the capitalist system. It will have 
a corroding effect upon already seri- 
ously disintegrated and demoralized 
world capitalism. This capitalist de- 
cay will become particularly marked 
when the expanding pre-eminence of 
Socialism becomes a definite fact, 
obvious to all observers. The growing 
decay of capitalism and the advance 
of Socialism will intensify the cur- 
rents of demoralization among the 
bourgeoisie, which are already be- 
coming evident. Those “American 
exceptionalists” who believe that the 
United States economy, allegedly 
built of superior clay to that of the 
rest of the capitalist world, will never 
take the road that leads to eventual 
Socialism, are in for a complete dis- 
illusionment. The aggressive policies 
of monopoly capitalism in the midst 
of world capitalist decay, will enven- 

tually leave the American people no 
alternative but to begin to move 
toward Socialism. Among their many 
miscalculations, the “exceptionalists” 
greatly underestimate the present dis- 
content among the American work- 
ers, and they will be astounded at 
the mass radicalization which will 
take place in the oncoming years, 
with the deepening of the crisis of 
world capitalism. 
By the same token, the rapid in- 

crease of the specific gravity political- 
ly of Socialism in the world, and 
especially when Socialism is visibly 
becoming the dominant world trend, 
will give an enormous spur to the 
growth, enthusiasm, and fighting 
spirit of the world’s masses who are 
struggling for emancipation. It will 
provide a powerful impetus to the 
development of the already existing 
Socialist countries; it will speed up 
the growth of Communist and Left 
Socialist parties, of the trade unions, 
and of other proletarian organiza- 
tions thoughout the capitalist world. 
It will hasten the growing orienta- 
tion towards national liberation, de- 
mocracy, and Socialism on the part 
of the colonial and semi-colonial peo- 
ples of the world. The stronger So- 
cialism becomes, the faster will be 
its growth. But there must be no 
underestimation of the long, hard 
fights against capitalism that still lie 
ahead. 
The developing hegemony of 

world Socialism will also have pro- 
found effects upon the strategy and 
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tactics of the many people’s move- 
ments. Particularly the united front, 
in all its forms, will become ap 
plicable upon a much broader basis 
than ever before, both nationally and 
internationally. The vast world-wide 
pre-Geneva anti-war movement 
among peoples all over the world, 
led by the USSR and other Socialist 
countries, gave an inkling of the 
future possibilities in this respect. 
The present growing economic and 
political collaboration of the colonial 
and Socialist countries is also a case 
in point of the broader united fronts 
that will become possible with the 
continued expansion of Socialist in- 
fluence in the world. 

IMPROVED PROSPECTS FOR 
PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE 

The most important practical con- 
sequence of the swiftly increasing 
weight of world Socialism—economi- 
cally, politically, culturally, diplo- 
matically—is that this growth, by the 
same token, will vastly improve the 
prospect for the peaceful co-existence 
of all nations, whatever the character 
of their internal regimes. The strong- 
er becomes Socialism and the peo- 
ple’s democratic organizations gener- 
ally, the better will be the chances 
for the maintenance of world peace. 
The fight for peaceful co-existence 
will become more effective, not less 

so, in the coming period. As we have 
seen earlier, the imperialists have 
always followed a policy of hostile 

encirclements of the USSR, and now 
also of People’s China, and we may 
be sure that many of them, made 
desperate by the irresistible advance 
of world Socialism, will strive to 
continue and intensify such destruc- 
tive policies. Rising world Socialism, 
however, instead of replying to these 
policies of repression and violence 
with a policy of counter-encirclement 
and of stamping out remaining capi- 
talism, will redouble its efforts to 
maintain peace in the world and 
friendly trading and cultural rela- 
tions among all the peoples. The de- 
velopment of peaceful co-existence 
of the nations, which is the central 
task of Socialist foreign policy, will, 
with the growth of world Socialism, 
become more realizable in the com- 
ing period. 
The advance of the forces of de- 

mocracy and Socialism international- 
ly will greatly facilitate the struggle 
of the workers in all the capitalist 
countries for their economic and po- 
litical demands. It will help evervy- 
where the workers’ fight for better 
wages and working conditions. Even 
powerful American reaction is al- 
ready definitely feeling the construc- 
tive pressures of world democracy 
and Socialism. The most decisive ex- 
ample of this was the checking of the 
world war drive of Wall Street, as 
registered at the Big Four Geneva 
conference. International pressure 
by the world democratic and Socialist 
forces is also a powerful hindrance 
to the development of fascist trends 
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in the respective capitalist imperialist 
powers, including the United States, 
and it is a world force for the 
strengthening of civil liberties every- 
where. Undoubtedly, the strong 
world Socialist and democratic op- 
position was a decisive element in 
the recent rebuffs to McCarthyism 
in this country. These same world 
forces have also been a basically im- 
portant factor in compelling the Jim 
Crow government in the United 
States recently to make some con- 
cessions regarding Negro discrimina- 
tion, particularly in proposals for the 
desegregation of the armed forces, 
of the public school system, and of 
inter-state travel. Opposition abroad 
has also done much to diminish the 
horrible practice of lynching in this 
country. And the Communist Party 
of the United States, during its cur- 
rent heroic fight in defense of the 
Bill of Rights, likewise has received 
no small support from the expres- 
sions of solidarity of democratic and 
Socialist forces in other lands. 

Most important, too, the rise of 
Socialist strength and influence on 
a world scale, plus the recent great 
“increase in the power of the demo- 
cratic forces within the respective 
capitalist and colonial countries, de- 
finitely balances the possibilities for 
the workers to restrain and curb the 
violence of the capitalists in the class 
struggle. No Marxist, however, will 
ever forget Lenin’s great lesson that 
in their desperate efforts to defeat 
advancing Socialism, the bourgeoisie 

will resort to every possible violence. 
Wrting a quarter of a century ago, 

before the recent tremendous ad- 
vances of world Socialism, Stalin 
(Leninism, Vol. I, p. 117) said: 

No doubt, in the distant future, if 

the proletariat has triumphed in the 
chief countries that are now capitalist, 
and if the capitalist encirclement has 
given place to a socialist encirclement, 
it will be possible for a “peaceful” 
transition to be effected in certain capi- 
talist countries when the capitalists, in 
view of the “unfavorable” international 
situation, will deem it advisable, “of 

their own accord,” to make certain 
concessions to the proletariat. But this 
is to look far ahead, and to contemplate 
extremely hypothetical possibilities. As 
concerns the near future, there is no 
warrant for any such expectations. 

Obviously, the world’s workers 
have not reached the position of 
power laid down by Stalin as the 
condition for peaceful possibilities for 
Socialism, but just as obviously, they 
are rapidly moving in that general 
direction. Already the workers are 
ever more effectively resisting the 
capitalist militarists who, to further 
their imperialist aims to kill Social- 
ism internationally and to dominate 
the world, would drench the world 
in the horror and blood of an atomic 
holocaust. So, too, the workers will 
increasingly and successfully under- 
take to bridle capitalist counter- 
revolutionaries in the various coun- 
tries who, in their desperate efforts 
to block the irresistible advance of 
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Socialism, would embroil their coun- 
tries with devastating civil wars. The 
time is approaching when the capi- 
talist exploiters will be prevented 
generally from applying their mur- 
derous policies, nationally or inter- 
nationally, to advance their parasitic 
and predatory interests. For the first 
time, the world will really begin to 
follow a rational and civilzed course. 

CONCLUSION 

For the first 70 years of its exist- 
ence, from 1848 to 1917, the progress 
of world Socialism was relatively 
slow, its activities being mostly ex- 
pressed in the shaping of its revolu- 
tionary working class program, the 
cultivation of solid cadres of Marxist 
fighters, the building of political 
parties, trade unions, cooperatives, 

and other proletarian organizations, 
and the waging of numberless partial 
economic and political struggles. In 
the next stage of Socialist develop- 
ment, marked by the workers’ victory 
in Russia and eventually in a number 
of other countries, the speed of So- 
cialist advance was greatly stepped 
up. From now on, on the basis of 
a more or less prolonged period of 
peaceful co-existence, as Socialism be- 
gins to enter into the period of its 
developing superiority on a world 
scale, the tempo of its forward thrust 
will become faster. And when the 
movement actually and obviously 
goes “over the summit” and into 

“the down-hill pull,” then we may 

expect still swifter Socialist advances. 
The lesson for Communists from 

the increasingly favorable interna- 
tional situation is not to rest upon 
their oars in a fatalistic conception 
that the historic world fight for 
Socialism is now about won; but, on 
the contrary, to redouble their ac- 
tivities, specifically and generally, 
against monopoly capitalism. The 
workers must strive to create demo- 
cratic conditions, so that the war- 
mongers will never again be able 
(as many of them are still trying) 
to re-create such a deadly war threat 
as they had generated prior to the 
Geneva Conference. The masses 
should build a broad united front 
to curb the war-makers and fascists 
and also see to it that the world de- 
velops solidly along the policy of 
peaceful coexistence. The workers 
should make a militant struggle in 
defense of their daily demands and 
conduct an all-out attack against 
every feature and phase of the cold 
war policies of Wall Street. They 
should build the Communist Party 
and all other workers’ organizations 
as never before. 

All the above-listed world develop- 
ments towards Socialism are of pro- 
found «mportance to the American 
working class and its political allies. 
Our country is rich in natural re- 
sources and in the skills of its work- 
ing people. But our national poten- 
tialities for full freedom and a better 
economic life cannot be realized so 
long as the industries are owned, the 
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government controlled, and _ the 
country dominated by the Wall- 
Street monopolists. The workers, the 
Negro people, the poorer farmers, 
and other democratic strata are now 
fighting on every front against mono- 

polist domination. This struggle will 
go on and intensify. Nor can it cease 
until the people here, as in other 
countries, finally understand, through 
their own experiences, the necessity 
for Socialism. 




