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A Reply to Bill Noman

~ And Others

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

In the national Discussion
Bulletin No. 2 Comrade Bill
Normans  misrepresenting
niy point of view on various
questions, characterizes my
general position as one of “moy-
ing backwards,” and he savs
that, if adopted, it would “doom
onr Party to impotence.” In view
of this and similay attacks from
comrades on the Right, 1 have
requested space i the Bulletin
to express my position concisely
upon a number of pertinent
suestions now before us, in the
general sense of what must be
done to re-strengthen the C.P.
11.5.A. and to overcome its crisis.
Most basic of all to this end,
our Party must stand firmly upon
the elementary principles of
Marxism - Leninism, adapting
them skilfully to American con-
ditions. In nearly 40 vears of
political experience in this coun-
try  Mamxism-Leninism {despite
the various mistakes which, not
surprisingly, we have made in
its application) has demonstrated
effectiveness of the Communist
itself in the greater growth and
Farlv—to be incomparably bet-
ter fitted to the American class
stinggle than any of the several
brands of Social Democracy prac-
ticed by other American Left
wing groups. This is the rock
bottem test of reality. Our cue,
therefore, is not to abandon
Marxism-Leninism, as the Riglits
are tryving to have us do. hut
to help develop it and to make
it still more adapted to the spe-
cific national conditions in this
country. In my article entitled,
“Marxism-Leninism in a Chang-
ing World” (beginning in Sep-
tember 1956 Political Affairs), I
have made a comprehensive sur-
vey of the role of Marxism-Len-
inism in this general period, with
special stress upon its tasks and
developmental needs, both on a
national and infernational scale.
To stand true to our Marxist-Len-
inist principles is the first indis-
pensability  in re-strengthening
our Party. *

PARTY AND VANGUARD

ROLE =

Progress demands imperative-
Iy, too. that we defiiitely vetain
Jur’ Parly form of organization
—and not upen a vacillating “for
the time being” basis. A Puarty
iy incomparably the better [orm
of organization for cairying on
political struggle among the
shasses, Especially we must hold
fo our election and legislative
detivities. L is nonsense to say
that there is no room for a Com-

munist Party in a country like .

ours with a two-parly svsten,
The reverse has been fully dem-

e e

many

onstrated by the experience of
the British Communist Party,
with its broad mass following.
To transform ourselves mto a
so-called political action associa-
tion, as Comrades~ Gates, Nor-
man, and otheis are adyocating,
would be a disaster for Ameri-
can Communism. Such a flabby
and shapeless organization could -
not improve our legal position,
strengthen our contacts with the
masses, or itsell take on a mass
character. At most, it could only
be an ineffective, semi-Social-
Democratic propaganda body, To
give up our Party for such a
nondescript organization would
be a long leap Enck\mrd, an im-
permissible surrender o arrogant
American imperialism.
Imperative, téo, for our Par-

ty’s well-being and growth is

that it develop a perspective of
sharp struggle for the oncoming
period:  In a world where So-
cialism is rising and capitalism
dying, and where the monopo-
lists are fighting to preserve their
svstem, inevitably big strugyles
will lie ahead. This is especially
why the working class must have
a fighting Communist Party. In
the United States the workers
must orientate upon a perspec-
tive of an increasing struggle
with .the force of monopoly cap-
ital, and internationally the work-
ers and their allies will also be
able to maintain and develop
peaceful co-existence among the
various powers only at the price
of ceaseless vigilance and pow-
erful pressure for peace. The
current industrial boom is wear-
ing towards its end. We must
beware of the cluss peace, class
collaborationist ideas that under-

lie the present movement to cus-

trate Marxism-Leninism and the
Communist Party in the United
States. The C.P.U.S.A., in har-
mony with the deepening of the
general crisis of capitalism must
have a class struggle perspective.

By the same token, the Party
must also retain and develop its
vanguard role.~ During its four
decades of life the C.P. in this
country has indisputably scored
important  successes—in
strikes and unemployvment move-
ments, in delfense of Negro
rights, in the struggle against
faseism and war, and in various
other fields of class conflict—and
in every instance its policies most
definitely have barne a vanguard
character. A similar need and
opportunity still confronts the
Party, Actually, ‘on every front
of the class struggle, whether it
is in the fight to unionize the
workers, to combat jimerowism
and white chauvinism, to lay the
basis for a great labor-farmer
party, to cultivite a Socialist
ideology among the workers, or

to carry out any others of count-
less tasks, the doorway is wide
open for the characteristic Com-
munist vanguard initiative, tire-
lessness, and organizing ability,
‘Those who see no further van-
guard role in our Party see
ahead of the workers little or no
class struggle in general wupon
either the 11ationm§ or interna-
tional scale. About all they

contemplate for Communists to
do is to make abstract propa-
Tenden-

ganda for Socialism.
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cies to drop the Party's vanguard
role are tendencies to tail along
alter the conservative mass lead-
ers. A Communist Party with-
out a vanguard role’ would
amount to nothing politically.

Of course, in the vital matter
of the vanguard role, as-in other
spheres ol woik, sectarian errors
must be guarded against,  For
one thing, the Party must de-
velop more cooperative relations
with other Left elements that are
genuinely working for Socialism.
Eventually, when possible, it
should merge with spch groups,
essentially upon a Marxist-Len-
inist basis. © In this general re-
spect, however, those comrades
are doing a_ great disservice to
the Communist Party who are
creating the impression that a
uew, hroad party of Socialism
is 4 possibility of the near fu
ture.  They Ka\re tended seri-
ously to liguidate our Party by
denying its future.

To improve our Parly’s de-
mocracy. and to- fight against
bureaucratic tendencies in - the
organization is obviously also of
basic importance in re-building
our Party. This is one of the
central lessons taught by the
shocking Stalin revelations, and
it is also one to which our
membership is very much awake.
Many good clauses in this gen-
eral respect have been incor-
porated in the Draft Constiti-
tion now before the Party, which
1 voted for, with reservations
against ' certain seriously wrong
formulations regarding: Marxism-
Leninisan.

CRITICISM AND SELF-

CRITICISM:

To strengthen its application
of the basic Leninist principle of
sell-criticism s another major
improvement the Party must
make, But in this matter, dur-
ing the past months, we have
made some ghastly-mistakes. We
have not only criticized the real
errors thatr were made during
the cold-war years, and they
were many and real; byt we have
also greatly exaggerited these
shortecomings, while largely ig-
noring the' Party's achievements,
There has been a sort of com-
petition as to who could point
out the most errors, including
many imaginary ones. This has
been pushed to the extreme of
almost completely  discrediting
the Parly, its past policy. its
basic theory, and il§ L?:ide'rship.
In fact, with such excesses we

have made a langhing stock of
ourselves in the labor movement.
The general result has been to
pessimize and demoralize many
Party members and to make
them ready even for such a des-
perate and futile “remedy” as
a political action association.

We have also been one-sided
in our self-eriticism in that we
have concentrated all our at-
tack upon Left-sectarianism and
paid no atlention whatever to the
growing Right tendency. except
to shield it from attack. Withithe
result that the latter has a free
hand in the Party, confusing the
members and our political line,
until now it is threatening the
very existence of the Party, with
its proposals for a political ac-
tion association. Og course, we
must fight Left-sectarianism as
our main, traditional weakness,
but we must also-fight the Right
danger, or'we will suffer dis-
aster.

Among the varipus major
improvemnients necessary in our
Party work—graphically taught
also by the great debate over
the Stalin cult of the individual
—is a more critical attitude to-
wards other Communist parties
and towards the: countries of
Socialism. Everybody recognizes
“that in' the past our policy in
this matter, based upon a dis-
torted desire for international
solidarity, was incorrect. There
has been too much blind fol-
lowing the leader. But the new
criticism must not be pushed' to
the extent of nihilism-or anti-
Sovietism, as. somé comrades
seem to want us to do. The
events of the past weeks—the
serious crisis, over the Sunez
Canal and the projected capital-
15t coup in Eastern Europe—.
should [E)c flaming warnings to
us of the continuing need for
international Communist solidar-
ity. In these days of unsettled
world relationships there is need
for greater Communist nunity, not
less. And this is precisely what
the new haternal criticism and
discussion in world Communist
ranks must lead to, although up-
on a-more democritic basis. At
thé same time. we must ‘he alert
to combat incipient “bourgeois
chauvinist tendencies in our Par-
ty, of which there are now all
too many.

INITIATIVE ON THEORY
Vitally important, too, in this
general respect is it for our
Party to tli.up]ay more initiative
than in the past in tackling new

theoretical problems.” This, also, _

is one of the basic lessons emerg-
ing from the worldwide debate
over Stalinism. Failure in this
basie respect hits been one of our
Party’s major weaknesses, in-
cluding also my own. May I
here, howeyer, say a few words
in  personal defense against
those comrides who, boasting of
their awn “total Marxist creative-
ness” (which consists mainly in
liquidating the Communist Party
organizationally and théoretical-
lyy consider as “moving back-
witrd” all those who reject their
opportunist program,

In the several months prior {o
the 20th Congress of the C. P.
S.U. in February, 1956, I wrote

three articles of a theoretical
character in. Political Affairs.
One of them, entitled “Has

World Capitalism Become Stabi-
lized?™ developed pioneer an-
alysis thut the capitalist world,
fn%lmving World War [T, hiad not
snceeeded il stabilizing itself,
neither partially nor temporarily,
\ neither economically nor politi-

" conclusions arrived at in

L J

cally, A second article entitled,
“The Adyance of Socialisin ta
World Leadership,” outlined' at
length the elementary fact that,
i the world competition he-
tween the Socialist and capitalist
systems, Socialism in many re-
spects had already “oyertaken
and surpassed” capitalism. The
third article, under the caption,
“The Road to Socialism,” was an
up-to-date restatement of my
1949 pamphlet on this question.

I hastened the preparation of
these articles so as to get them
“under the wire” before the
Iloldin;.]; of the 20th Congress,
precisely in ordex that our Party
could display some political ini-
tiative and not have to tail along
after the Congress on these im-
portant theoretical matters: It so
happened that, in the main, the
llly
three articles dovetailed with
those of the 20th Congress. Of
course, all this effort of mine
does not measure up to the gran-
diloquent concept of “total
Marxist creativeness” of Com-
rade Norman, but certainly it
does not qualify as “moving
backard.,” Nor so  classified
can be my article in the
November Political Affairs en-
titled, “Karl Marx and Mauss
Impoverishment,” which chal-
lenges head-on the generations-
long harmful sectarian interpre-
tation of Marx's basic law of the
absolute impoverishment of the
working class.

In this general respect. let me
also inject another personal re-
mark. I wish to dissociate mysclf
completely from the opportunis-
tic distortion of the “peaceful”
road to Socialism in this counlry
which is now being propagaied
widely:in our Party ;mJ which
is sometimes attributed to me,
In my 1949 pamphlet on the
subject—In Defense of the Com-
munist Party and the Indicted
Leaders—I definitely developed
the thesis (which was also sub-
stantially sustained by the 20th
Congress) that in the U. S. the
path to Socialism is bound to be
one of hard struggle, with the
rlmnopo]isl!i trving to use every
violence against the advancing
workers, and with the latter striv-

~ing to restrain and defeat this

violence, so that they can hold
intact the national democratic
processes in order to achieve
Socialism along parliamentary
lines. My conclusion was, (and L
still stick to it) that our Pirly
should orjentate upon the “pos-
sibility” of achieving a ‘rela-
tively peaceful” advance to So-
cialism. We must have a struggle
perspective in this malter, not
an outlook of class peace and
class collaboration.
MARXIST-LENINIST BASIS
FOR PARTY

Obviously the CPUSA is now
in a serious internal crisis, both
in membership strength and in
ideology. = This ‘erisis has de-
veloped from a number of major
factors, including the long-ringe
effects of “prosperity” illusions
among the masses; the bitter at-
tack upon the Party by the gov-
ernment during the war crisis of
the cold war years; the demor-
alizing elfects of the Stalin situa-
tion, especially the tragedy in
Hungary; various - serious Left
mistakes made by the Party, and
the growth of a strong Right
tendency which is exerting se-
rious liquidatory effects upon.
the Party, both organizationally
and theoretically.

The foregoing poinls are some
of the major steps, together with
the develbpment of a strong pro-
gram of practical work in every
field, that should be taken to
save our Party, to unite it and
to pul it again on the way (o
growth cand mass infuence.
This can and will be done, The
Cates plan to liquidate the Party
into a so-called political action
organization is the very heart of
the threat against the Party and
its ideology. To defeat this ill-
advised * plan and to  restart
huilding our organization upon
the basis of a Marxist-Leninist
Communist Party must he made
the center of the present Party
discussion and of the coming CP
nalional conventions



